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Mr. Hornsby to Mr. Redington. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 
January 6, 1847. 

I AM directed to forward you, for tlie information of his Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant, the enclosed copy of report from the Board's officer, tot-ether 
with copy of certificate from the foreman of the jury assembled at the coroner's 
inquest, held at Castletown Roche, on the body of Patrick Daly, who was em- 
ployed on the Public Works at Ballyadeen, and alleged to have died from 
starvation. 



Enclosure. 

Mr. Wilson to Mr. Patterson. 

Castletown Roche, December 23, 1846. 

A report of the particulars connected with the employment of the late Patrick Dab- 
on the. Ballyadeen Public Works may be acceptable, and the move particularly as the facts 
detailed occurred immediately under my observation. 

Deceased immediately after quitting his employment on the Coni ngberry grand jury pre- 
sentment road where he was engaged during the past summer, applied to me for employment 
on the Public Works on the 9th November last, and not conceiving myself warranted in com- 
plying with his application, independently of the sanction of the "engineer in charge 1 con- 
sequently refused, having at the same time the number of persons, as appointed for employment 
on the works, completed, as also a very disproportionate supply of implements to keep those 
iairly engaged; at about 11 o’clock on the same day, Mr. Moore, who has entitled himself to 
the gratitude of the labouring classes of this district, arrived, and immediately, on deceased’s 
application to him for employment, ordered him to be enrolled. He, the deceased, procured a 
spade and shovel, with which he employed himself until the evening of that day, and had been 
allowed a full day s pay. Deceased absented himself the following day until the 11th and 
then remained at work until Saturday the 14th, on which day he again disappeared he never 
at anytime assigning a reason to me why he, for twice during that week, deserted his employ- 
ment, out of which he remained till he died, which, I believe, occurred on or about the 22nd. 
of the same month. I must observe, that his second return to his employment was attributable 
to my sending a messenger for him. 

Deceased had been several times requested by Mr. Smith, of Renny, on whose property he 
lived, to become an inmate of the Fermoy Union workhouse, which he as often indignantly 
refused and objected to ; and also his- (Mr. Smith’s) steward, Russell, assured me that a few 
days previous to the interment of deceased, he, the deceased, had the sum of two pounds in’er- 
sown between the lapelle of his body coat. r 

Surgeon Tuckey (the dispensarian of this district) who attended, and operated at the post 
mortem examination of deceased, discovered in (lie stomach the presence of mixed portions of 
animal and vegetable composition, which he considered would be sufficient to sustain existence, 
had not sufferings arising from manifold privations, to which deceased had been exposed 
existed at the then particularly inclement season. I herewith transmit you, enclosed, a certifi- 
cate signed by the foreman who attended the inquest, which, coupled with the foregoing facts 
renders apparent any attempt to account for deceased’s death, otherwise than herein represented’ 
both ungenerous and unfounded. 1 ’ 



I certify as foreman juror at a coroner’s inquest held at Castlefown Roche on the 
body of Patrick Daly, deceased, who was alleged came by his death from starvation, that after 
a close examination of several witnesses, amongst whom was Surgeon Tuckey, I, in con- 
junction with my brother jurors, were unanimous in our verdict that deceased came by his 
death induced by numerous privations, particularly the want of day and night covering - and 
that, m our opinion, the wretched and filthy hovel in which he lived, having its roof opened to 
the elements of the heavens, and having no other bed than a litter of dung to lie on was the 
principal cause of death, which I certify this 23rd day of December, 1846. 

(Signed) Henry B. Goold, Foreman. 
[b. w. 2.] B 
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Extract from the Clare Journal of Thursday, January 7, 1847. 

Public Distress. “ 

“ We fiad our space utterly insufficient for placing before our readers 
“ the heart-rending and constantly increasing statements on this subject. 
“ Throughout the entire extent of this county destitution prevails to a frightful 
“ ^nt, but perhaps in no part of it is the condition of the people more pain- 
“ fully distressing than in Kilkee and the surrounding country. We learn from 
“ the ‘ Limerick Reporter,’ that on Friday last a deputation from that district 
“ °* °ur county waited upon Mr. Labouchere, to represent to him the present 
“ condition of the people, and to solicit the Government for further relief. The 
“ deputation consisted of Henry Stewart Burton, Esq., D.L., Carrigaholt Castle; 
“ the Rev. James Martin, Protestant Rector; and the Rev. Messrs. Comynand 
“ Duggan, parish priests. These gentlemen represented to the Chief Secretary 
“ that the people at present employed on the public works in the district do not 
“ amount to more than 1 in 7k of the destitute ; that the men are actually seen 
“ to stagger on the works, and the stewards state that hundreds of them are 
“ never seen to taste food from the time they come upon the works in the 
“ morning until they depart at nightfall; and it was confidently stated by the 
“ deputation, and offered to be sustained by proof, that 200 persons and upwards 
“ had fallen victims to the destitution in the parishes of Kilfeera and Killard ; 
“ that on the Saturday previous oatmeal sold at Kilkee at the rate of 5s. per 
“ stone, and that to afford one meal in the day to the destitute people of that 
“ district would require 1500/. per w r eek ! The people have pledged their day- 
f< clothes and night covering, and they have, after a hard day’s work, to lie down 
“ at night on a bed of straw, without a blanket or coverlet of any kind. The 
“ horses in the district are so ill-fed, that it is supposed impossible they can be 
“equal to the spring work, or the people either. It was represented* that in 
*' th e district of Kilfeera and Killard there are 20,000 acres of bog, which have 
“ a fall at either side to the Shannon and the sea, and it is estimated that 11. per 
“ acre would suffice for its reclamation, for sea sand is to be had at each side; 
“ and it was urged upon the Government that the people should be located on 
“ the waste lands, in preference to the colonial lands. The deputation were 
“kindly received by the Under Secretary, and were also promised assistance 
(i both by the Commissary- General and the Commissioners of Public Works. 
“ Sir Randolph Routh advised that local subscriptions should be forthwith col- 
" lec.ted, which was met by the deputation reminding him that in a district of 
“ 26 miles long by 7 wide there was only one resident landlord, Mr. Burton, 
“ whose benevolence it was impossible to surpass, upon which he stated that 
“ ^ey ought to make trial, and he would promise on the part of the Govern- 
“ ment that a grant equal in amount would be given.” 

Great destitution undoubtedly exists in the district referred to, but certainly 
not from “ insufficient employment .” The proportion at present employed is 
one in five of the whole, and about one in four of the destitute population, 
according to the census of 1841. Increased employment ■will no doubt benefit 
individuals who can afford to keep the money expended in their locality, but 
where the scarcity of the commodity causes the remnant to run up to the un- 
precedented price of 5s. per stone for oatmeal,* I cannot see how advanced 
wages or increased employment can remedy the evil, which arises not from 
want of means to purchase food, but from the absence or scarcity of that food. 

F ood, or our worst anticipations, I fear, will be realized, and that ere long. 

Edmund Wynne. 



Lieut-Colonel Jones to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of Public Works , 
January 11, 1847. 

I send a blank form of the weekly report sent in by the inspecting 
officers ; it should, in my opinion, be attached to one of the Appendices. 



* The market price of the day was 3s. Id. in Dublin and Limerick. 

B 2 
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I wish it were possible to get possession of the Stationery Office apartments. 
In this building we are dreadfully pinched for accommodation ; I have been 
obliged to give up our Board-room to clerks, as well as our waiting room. This 
puts us all to great inconvenience, for the consequence is everybody is incom- 
moded, and our corridors are filled with strangers waiting for interviews, and 
many seize us when passing from one office to another. 

Our country accounts continue much the same, complaining of a scarcity of 
food in the country, and the absence of tillage, and high prices ; there have hem 
large quantities of grain imported. The demand for farinaceous food is very 
general, and not confined to those who generally live upon and depend upon the 
potato, but the upper classes who made use of that vegetable now use bread 
stuff to replace it. I understand that the deposits in the branches of the Bank 
of Ireland are increasing very much, and this, coupled with what was contained 
in a paper I sent lately respecting the withdrawal by the National Bank in 
Wicklow of their advances to farmers, See., is by many considered indicative of 
some commotion being likely to take place. I merely mention this that you 
may be aware of what is passing in the minds of the people, and those of a 
superior class. 

I am very glad Parliament is so soon to meet, for our system could not con- 
tinue under such a regular increase, and we may hope some beneficial change 
will be made. The bow may be kept bent too long. I must do all my people 
the justice to say that they have done their work well, but at the same time 
none of us are the better for it; there is no excitement in it — mere drudgery. 



„ Enclosure. 

County of 

Barony of 
Sir, 

I have the honour to forward herewith the copy from my journal, for the week ending 
Saturday, instant. 



The Secretary, 

Board of Public Works. 



*** Officers signing report to state rank and regiment. 



General Observations and Remarks. 



Tins return to be filled with as much detail as circumstances will admit of, with any addi- 
tional information ithat .may bo considered necessary, and to be sent off from the station, so as 
o >e received in Dublin on Monday morning. The officer or individual signing the report, is 
to atiord the Board as much information as possible, in regard to the works, the state of the 
country the conduct of the people generally, and mode of transacting business by the Relief 
Committees, on every occasion to make particular reports when any disturbance occurs. The 
inspecting officers should frequently inquire of tho engineer whether he is satisfied with the con- 
r“| ®; th , e om ' s ® e '' s ; no case should a person be retained in that situation, who is not zealous 
a ml attentive. 1 he officer when travelling, to observe whether the usual farm operations Tor 
the season are m progress throughout the country. 
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Inspecting Officer’s Weekly Report. 



County of_ 
Sarony of_ 

From tU of u the of 



Day of the • 
Week. 


Name of 
Work 
Visited. 


Engineer 

Charge. 


Number of 
Persons 
Employed. 


By Day's 
Work, or 
Measure- 


Date of 
last 

Payment. 


General ' 
Conduct of 
Persons 
Employed. 


Average Daily 
Rate earned 
during each 


Name of 
Pay 
Clerk. 


Monday . . 
, State of the 
Weather. 


















Tuesday . . 


















Wednesday . 


















Thursday . . 


















Friday . . . 


















Saturday . . 














| ■ 



General Observations and Remarks. 



Signature , _ 
Post Town, 
Date, 



Mr. Lowe to Lieut.-Colonel Jones. 

Sir, limoleague, January 8, 1847- 

In accordance with your instructions I again address you. 

I regret to say that since I last had this pleasure a change for the worse has taken place 
throughout this neighbourhood. Although works are in operation in almost every locality, 
the relief afforded is unable to keep pace with the increasing destitution, and it is only partial 
in its effects, taking into consideration the numbers who get employment, or the wages earned, 
compared with the price of provisions. Indian and wheaten meal are both selling at 2s. 6 d. 
per 14 lbs. ; at this rate a family consisting of five persons cannot, out of the wages of one 
person, say 6s. per week, have even two meals per diem for more than four days in the week. 
I fear that prices must range still higher, as the quantity of home-grown corn is now reduced 
to a small compass, and that principally in the possession of persons who will keep it for their 
own consumption, and the late importations from abroad seem to have had no effect on the 
markets. The prospects for next year are even more gloomy than the present, as farming ope- 
rations are at a complete stand-still, no preparation being made for green crops, and ground fit 
to receive seed for a crop of corn not sown in many places. 

It may seem irrelevant in my expressing an opinion on political economy, still I cannot avoid 
saying that emigration offers one of the best modes of enabling us to get through "the crisis,” 
and it has one material point to recommend it, namely, that it coincides, as I have reason to 
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believe, with the wishes of the people themselves. I have no doubt that it will bo carried out 
to some extent by one class of the community without the aid of legislative interference. I mean 
by those farmers who have made the present calamity a pretext for not paying either their rents 
or other claims upon them, and having sold their stock and corn are preparing with the proceeds 
thereof to remove themselves out of the country. We have, however, the “ labouring poor” to 
provide for, who have not the means to purchase even a change of raiment, much Jess pay 
passage money and procure provisions for a voyage; the expense of their trausit must therefore 
be defrayed out of some public fund. The plan I would adopt for their conveyance would be 
to make our vessels used as transports for troops available for the purpose of carrying them to 
whatever colony they are disposed to go to, and the sum that, would be paid for passage-money 
to a merchant vessel, say 21. to 31. per head, would be a great assistance either to procure outfit 
here or to support them till they could get employment, in their adopted country. As, however, 
the offer of a “ free passage” would hold out inducements to imposition by making persons who 
could afford to pay for their removal feign inability to do so, a certificate furnished by some 
controlling body, similar to the present Relief Committees, should be made the condition on 
which any person would be taken on board, due regard being bad that only a proportion of the 
population (the per centage to be fixed by law) be allowed to leave any townlancl. 

I observe that the Board are earning a revision to bo made of the check clerks employed on 
Relief Works. If I might take the liberty of offering a suggestion, it would be that persons of 
known integrity , above suspicion, and having a knowledge of the people in their neighbourhood, 
be appointed. My reason for this remark is, that I believe persons arc at work who have no 
right (o be so, owing partly to the check clerk’s being a stranger in the locality, and there- 
fore ignorant of the people. It would also be advisable to have an inspector of check olorks, 
whose duty would be to be constantly passing through the. works in his district, and see that 
the check clerk is in regular attendance , and keeping a proper account of the men and the work 
executed. I believe in many cases this is taken from the gangsman’s account, and not from 
their own personal inspection. The check clerk should be prepared at all times to hand to the 
inspector the relief lists, or a copy thereof, to enable him to check the numbers at work. 



Captain Froode to Mr. Walker. 

Swineford, January 8, 1847. 

After minute enquiry, and personal observation, so far as I have travelled through my 
districts, I think it right to bring to your notice the frightful prospects for this country. Desti- 
tution is greater than can well be described, even at present.; but what it. will be in the course 
of two or three months no one can foretell. The price of food is enormous ; and even wore 
the markets down to the usual rate, unless an abundant supply of foreign provisions shortly 
comes into the country, the consequences must be most disastrous. Next year will be much 
worse than this, as beyond a dispute there is nothing like a sufficiency of grain in the country 
to crop the land, not taking inlo consideration the numbers of acres formerly planted with 
potatoes, as well as the fact that whatever quantity of land may be seeded, owing to the want 
of manure, no great return can be expected. Altogether it is a very disheartening slate of 
affairs, at. least it strikes me as such, being a stranger to the scenes I witness, and the back- 
ward state of cultivation. I was present yesterday at the meeting of the Guardians for the 
Swineford Poor Law Union, and positively had not Mr. Jackson and two other gentleman come 
forward and entered into personal security for the payment of provisions for one week, 050 
paupers must have been turned out of the poor house and taken to begging, by which they 
° 0l » d ’ as things are at present, get nothing, and could only add to the list of claimants for the 
Relief VV orks, which are already overburthened. My life is u constant worry ; from morning 
until night, my house is beset with men, women and children, all crying together, and say in" 
I can save them by giving them an order to work; they have an idea that" my power is un- 
limited, and that I can authorize the expenditure of any sum of money. 



Captain Wynne to Mr. Walker. 

Miltown Malbay , January 12, 1847. 

I have the honour to enclose you a letter which was handed me in the 
Court-house at Ennistimon during the sessions yesterday. 

In passing through the crowd about 60 letters were given me, which I had 
not time to open till I got to the jury room, where I found the enclosed amongst 
them. ° 

R was handed to the bench of magistrates by Captain Macnamara, and 
elicited their strong reprobation expressed in a resolution, accompanied by a sub- 
scription and reward for the discovery of the writer. 

I am bound to add that the magistrates and other gentlemen present availed 
themselves ot the opportunity of expressing themselves most strongly in appro- 
bation oi my conduct since my arrival in this country. 
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I can scarcely lie surprised at any insult or violence that may he offered to 
me, when I am constantly held up as standing between the people and employ- 
ment for daring to reject some of the recommendations of the Committees. 

I do not, however, anticipate any violence ; I feel assured that there is not a 
man in Clare will attempt it, prepared as they know I am on all occasions. 

The pressure for increased employment is almost irresistible ; from some 
quarters there is a demand for double the number at present employed. 

I scarcely know what course to. take ; the people are starving notwithstanding- 
the enormous extent of employment, which it is scarcely possible to increase 
without producing disorder and confusion. I must declare my inability to feed 
the people on employment or money. I have stated this frequently, but 
consider it my duty to repeat it again and again ; the supplies of food obtainable 
from day to day do not give the people a meal a-day. 



Enclosure. 




captain Wynne, 

captain Starlight sends you notice to lave thes parts, or if you dont i give you the 
end of Mesters carrige blood and c’o. they say your a undanted man, but i have forty rifel men 
as kind as ever puled a thriker, so go an with the works a truan and quit the country, af you 
dont wish to go home to the mistres a corpes, which by the mortel i’l send you if you come 
to thes parts agin, take this warnin or youl be a ded man in no time, i’l wach you. 

Your obed* Ser* 

captain Starlight. 



Lieut.-Colonel Jones to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of Public Works , Dublin, January 13, 1847. 

I have just completed the perusal of the weekly reports from our In- 
specting Officers, and the impression they have made upon my mind is anything 
but cheering ; many of the Relief Committees are very troublesome, forgetful 
of the object for which they were constituted, and apparently have only one 
end in view, which is to get as many persons employed as possible, instead of 
anxiously endeavouring to keep the numbers as low as the existing calamity 
will permit. The pressure upon some of our officers is so great that they 
have felt themselves forced to yield, or else to refuse all, and by so doing 
to draw down upon themselves and the Board all the odium and vindictive 
feelings of the poorer classes. I believe we have reached the utmost point to 
which we can find work, that is, road making. It may be a very consolatory 
reflection for gentlemen to know that they have voted thousands and thousands 
of pounds for work, without considering how it is to be expended, and very 
probably at the moment they did so, they were well aware that neither the 
Board nor its officers could find roads to make or improve which would afford 
employment. They cry out that the great communications of the country are 
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destroyed, and I have no doubt that for this season they arc all more or less 
severely injured and many nearly impassable, but whose fault is that ? not ours. 

You will observe with regret, the serious apprehensions which many of the 
officers entertain of the mortality which will occur from the want of provisions, 
and that within a very short period. I allude to Leitrim, Roscommon, Galway, 
Mayo, Clare, Kerry, Cork, and Tipperary as well as Wicklow. I am well 
aware that the tillage of the land and seed has occupied and still occupies the 
attention of Government. 

It is really provoking to hear the calmness with which people talk. 
They say the period has not arrived. All the great farming operations 
are regulated by particular days in the calendar and not by the season ; 
and it is generally admitted that the cropping of land is performed too 
late, and such would appear likely to take place this year. I cannot help 
thinking that the Agricultural Society has not put forth all its energies or 
turned its attention to questions of vital importance by pointing out through 
their agents what was proper to be done with the land, so {is to ensure early 
crops; here we are in the middle of January, the land unfilled and choked 
with weeds, and no preparation in the way of seed. It has been suggested to 
us by several individuals, that in order to force the tillage, all the Public 
Works should be stopped for a fortnight or three weeks. I do not think, con- 
sidering the numbers looking to us for their daily support, that such could now 
be done; but it only shows what opinions there are upon the subject, and the 
conviction that nothing but some very decisive steps on the part of Government 
will accomplish it, is beginning to force itself apon men’s minds. There is a great 
delusion about emigration. It is generally supposed that all the small farmers 
are hoarding all the money they can procure in order to make a stock for the 
spring, when they intend to bolt, leaving their landlords in the lurch. 



Enclosure. 

Mr. Gamble lo Mr. Radcliff. 

Ennis, January 9, 1847. 

It was ray intention long since to have written to you relative to my district, as 1 have 
good reason to know you are not indifferent as to how I am getting on. 

I delayed writing in the hope of being able in some time to give you a satisfactory account 
of the state of things here ; but that time appears to be now receding instead of approaching, 
and my chief hope now is, that a termination will soon be put to a system of relief altogether 
unsmted to the emergency. 

In my seven baronies I have 33,000 individuals employed, and yet there remains much un- 
relieved destitution, and the poorest class of the people can only be saved from starvation by 
the introduction of large quantities of food, and by gratuitous relief in some instances. 

Modes of relief suited to more favoured localities, are altogether unsuited to this ovor-popu- 
lated poor district, which now possesses scarcely any provisions; the introduction oi' large 
quantities of which by Government, be the consequences what they may, is the only way of 
mitigating the sufferings of the people. 

Notwithstanding the vast numbers now employed, there are hourly applications for further 
employment which cannot be attended to. Give us food or wo perish. Already there have been 
many deaths, and our only chance is to have food introduced, and given directly or indirectly in 
exchange for labour to those able to work; and gratuitously to the inlirm, whoso removal from 
the Public Works would facilitate their execution. 

There is no hope of any effort, being made by the landed proprietors to meet the emergency 
by undertaking reproductive works, nor will subscriptions to any amount be entered into. 

One great objection to undertaking reproductive works is, that, the landlords do not believe 
that they will be called upon to pay the present expenditure, and they think the hull- starved 
labourers would give but little value for their wages, so that if so dosirablo an object, as the 
general adoption of reproductive works is to be calculated upon, the non-oxoculion of them must 
be made in some degree penal. 

I am astonished at the Board being able to bear up against the immense mass of business 
pressing on them ; but where is this to end! I cannot see the termination. Captain Wynne, I 
need not say, is a most valuable officer; he and I work together most cordially, and will 
struggle to the last. 

Captain Wynne to Captain Wynne, R. E. 

Ennis, January 9, 1847. 

I received a very kind and encouraging letter from Larcom to-day, which is some 
corsolation under the frightful pressure upon me this moment, from the. unprincipled conduct of 
the Committees; they are sending in upon me lists containing thousands of names, which it is 
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quite impossible to employ, even if they required employment. I have come to a stand still ; 
shut shop. They refuse no applicant, and throw the entire odium of refusal on me. You may 
imagine whal the consequence is the last two days ; I am hunted by thousands accusing me of 
refusing them relief, and intending to starve them. I am puzzled how to meet this move of 
the Committees. I am afraid they will checkmate me ; however I shall persevere to the end, 
only taking a little additional care and precaution, which will be now indispensable, as I fear 
my popularity, even amongst the very poor class, is at an end for a while. From my know- 
ledge of the people, and from various inquiries I have made amongst them, I am clearly of 
opinion that the plan of paying which I send you, would knock a third of the people off the 
Public Works, viz., to pay in food instead of cash. The Committees, who at present receive a 
portion of the cash payment in the shape of rent, dues, §c., would no longer have this induce- 
ment to be dishonest, and few men would work for food who had it of their own ; many would 
be ashamed to work for meal who would not scruple to grasp at cash under any circumstances ; 
the circulation of food would insure us against starvation ; whilst the circulation of money is a 
strong temptation to dishonesty. 

I have no doubt of this plan having the effect of sending thousands to till their farms, and 
thereby saving the country. 

I start on a tour of the district to morrow, and shall not return till this day week. I am not 
sorry to get away for some time from my people here, but fear they will be as bad everywhere 
else. I go on Monday to Ennistimon, to the Extraordinary Presentment Sessions. 



Captain Hill to Mr. Walker. 

Clonmel, January 11, 1847. 

I regret having to report that a disturbance took place at the Glenpatrick new road, 
No. 71 (Upperthird), on Friday last; and as the communications from Mr. M'Elligott, the 
assistant-engineer in charge, and my instructions consequent thereon, will best explain the state 
of affairs, I enclose copies. The work doubtless is stopped, though Mr. M'Elligott’s report to 
that effect has not yet arrived. 

That from him dated yesterday, reached me too late to admit of my writing in time for the 
post last night, and I have delayed till now in the hope of receiving further information. This, 
however, has been limited to a note from Captain Mayne, the superintending engineer, con- 
curring in the propriety of immediately suspending the work. 



Mr. M'Elligott to Captain Hill. 

January 10, 1847. 

I am just going to Glenpatrick Road, No. 71, as I am just informed by the overseer 
that the people employed, upwards of 240, broke out from his charge yesterday, and wan- 
tonly undertook to ruin the line of road by levelling fences, and all before them for upwards of 
two miles through the country, far beyond where the road was to terminate, and in a contrary 
direction to where we intended running it, and I understand they have done considerable injury 
to the farmers in the neighbourhood. There was no necessity whatever for this sort of conduct, 
as the people had plenty of employment on the part of the road in progress for six weeks, and 
were regularly paid ; but I am informed that the people were directed to do it by some persons 
concerned, who wished to have the road run in a contrary direction to that approved of by the 
county surveyor. 

T have written to Captain B. Mayne on the matter, and I think it right to apprise you as the 
inspecting officer. 

In my visit to Glenpatrick yesterday, I only escaped these foolish people with my life, having 
been pulled off my horse in order to force me to turn the line of road in a contrary direction, . 
encouraged as I could see, bv a farmer named Inply, who lives in the locality, and who boldly 
told me that it should not go on otherwise but as he wished, and I fear it was he encouraged 
the people employed to act as they did. Upwards of 200 of them collected around me, and in 
fact would not let me look in the direction the road should properly be laid out. 



Captain Hart to the Military Secretary. 

Dundalk, January 12, 1847. 

I beg leave to enclose a copy of a letter from the resident engineer of the barony of 
Ardee, county of Louth. 

This county has been very peaceable and quiet hitherto ; but the high prices of provisions 
are creating very great discontent. The people are beginning to evince a turbulent spirit. I 
am no alarmist ; but it is my decided opinion that if provisions do not very soon fall in price, 
the peace of the county will be broken, unless another detachment or two of troops be stationed 
in it. The localities I would suggest would be Ardee and Carlingford ; and if a small detach- 
ment could be at once sent to Ardee, I think it would have the very best effect, as well to curb 
a turbulent spirit among a number of discontented people, as to reassure the peaceably disposed, 
many of whom feel in considerable alarm. Every exertion has been and is still making to 
put every destitute person into employment on the Relief Works ; but the evil-disposed, owing 

[B. W. 2.] C 
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to the present high prices, are doing all in their power to raise a general discontent at the rate 
of wages. 

Dear Sir, Ardee, January 11, 1847. 

I suppose it is of consequence that you should know that some men from a railway 
quarry in the neighbourhood of our works have, as my check clerk says, taken the men off 
project No. 18 employment and No. 11 grant, and are proceeding to other works for^ I should 
think, a similar purpose. They complain that present wages will not support them. 

I have, &c. 

Captain Hart. (Signed) H. L. Kelly. 



Lieut. De Courcy to Mr. Walker. 

Rathkeale , County Limerick, 
January 23, 1847. 

I beg to forward the enclosed report of an attack made on the steward 
of the Public Work, called “ Killmihill and Ballyscanlon,” barony Connelloe 
Upper. 

The police report is the first intimation I have received of this outrage. 

I am now about to proceed to the scene of the occurrence, and make the 
necessary inquiries ; after which I shall have the honour of reporting more 
fully upon it. 



Enclosure. 

Mr. Browne to Mr. Smith. 

Ballingarry, January 23, 1847. 

I have to report that about 4 o’clock p.m. on the 22nd inst., eight men, two of them 
armed with blunderbusses, five with guns, and the other with a bayonet fixed on a stick, and 
having their faces blackened, came on the old road leading from Kilmihill to Ballyscanlon, 
where a number of men are employed improving and lowering hills under the Board of Works, 
and asked for the steward, William Hederman, as they passed along the works, and went into 
the houses of Tobias Roche and John Harrington of Ballyclan to search for him ; and as they 
went on they met him, and asked was he steward ; and on his answering in the affirmative, 
one of them struck him on the head with a gun, which cut him ; they then placed him on his 
knees, and gave him another blow on the head and one on the side. Hederman asked them 
why they beat him? and they said because he rated some men on the works higher than others. 

Three brothers, named John, Patrick, and Michael Reidy, and a man named James 
Hanrahan of Ballyclan, convenient to the works in question, seeing the armed party running 
along the road, followed them and came up to them while Hederman was on his knees, and 
said they would not permit him to be beaten, and to desist from doing so at once ; and as they 
were closing upon them, one of the party turned round and missed fire at Michael Reidy. 
Hanrahan was also closing on them, and another of them made a blow at him. On the fellows 
seeing that it was likely resistance would be made, and the men engaged on the works being 
collecting, they made off through the fields in the direction of Ballyvelogue ; they were followed 
some short distance by the above named, with several others who were striking off work. 

On hearing of the outrage I proceeded with five men in the direction, but got no clue to the 
parties. Hederman and several others who saw them deny any knowledge of them, nor can 
they give a description of their persons. 

Received from Mr. Smith this report at 12 o'clock, 23rd inst. 

(Signed) T. Fitzroy De Courcy, 

Lieut. 47th Regiment. 



Lieut. De Courcy to Mr. Walker. 

Rathkeale, County Limerick , 
January 24, 1847. 

With reference to my communication of yesterday’s date concerning the 
attack made by an armed party on the steward of the “ Kilmihill and Bally- 
scanlon” Public Work, barony Connelloe Upper, I proceeded to Ballingarry for 
the purpose of making the necessary inquiries. 

I found, on reaching that town, the steward and a number of men who had 
been employed on the Public Work above mentioned, aided by the constabulary 
officer, Mr. Smith, and others. I found no difficulty in commencing at once an 
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investigation ; from which it appeared that the steward had not by any miscon- 
duct, but, on the contrary, probably, by a faithful discharge of his duties, given 
cause to the cruel and cowardly attack upon him. 

With respect to the conduct of the labourers on the road at the time of the 
attack, I am of opinion that had they so wished it, they might easily have pre- 
vented the attack, and perhaps have apprehended some o£ if not all, the parties 
concerned in the attack. 

I examined and questioned most carefully four men, who were mentioned as 
having attempted to prevent the attack; and, failing in this, afterwards pursued 
the armed party. 

The result of this investigation leads to form this opinion, that they were not 
over zealous in their endeavours to prevent the attack, however active they 
might have been afterwards in pursuing the armed party. 

But on this point I was only able to procure their own evidence as to their 
own exploits. In fact, I feel sure that these men were not over anxious to come 
up with those they were pursuing. The steward was severely cut on the back 
of the head ; and if he did not make any resistance, it was not, I think, from a 
want of will, but power on his part to deal alone with so strong a party. 

The armed party were for some time on the work, during which they were 
seen by several of the men employed thereon, and from one or two of them they 
asked for an answer to the repeated question put as to “ where the steward was.” 

These are, Sir, the best features of the case, and as yet the principal ones. 

To morrow another investigation will take place, I hope, under the stipendiary 
magistrate, Mr. Goold, who will, I am sure, do everything in his power that 
may tend to the apprehension and conviction of the parties implicated in this 
outrage. 

I need hardly say that this will be very difficult; but I can assure you that 
no exertions will be found wanting which may bring about so desirable an object, 
and one so beneficial as an example of this kind would be. 

I mentioned in my letter of 23rd inst that the Kilmihill and Ballyscanlon 
Public Work had been stopped by order of the engineer in charge. 

Should I receive any further information on this subject I shall lose no time 
in communicating it 



Mr. Maxwell to Mr. Walker. 

Kilbeggan, January 13, 1847. 

I have the honour of stating that yesterday, on inspecting the Public 
Works in the Barony of Moycashel, I found that men had been working from 
seven to ten days' without tickets, or any authority whatever from me. I also 
received a report yesterday evening from the check clerk, that three others 
had in like manner been at work from five to seven days in the same district. 
On making inquiry I find that they were sent to the works by a member of the 
• “ Castletown Relief Committee,” the Rev. Mr. Byrne, parish priest of Castletown. 
The check clerks have not entered their names for payments, but no report was 
ever made to me of the irregularity, though existing so long a time. 

I have also to report that I this day received a complaint from the assistant- 
engineer in charge of the barony of Rathconrath, that the Rev. Mr. Grant, rector 
of Rathconrath, and secretary of Moyvore Relief District, had sent written orders 
to the overseers to employ 30 persons (lists of whom also were sent) on the 
Public Works in that district. 

These persons were refused by the overseers and check clerks, as having no 
authority from me whatever. 

I have taken the steps necessary to prevent these persons being paid, and have 
called the attention of the parties in question to the irregularity of such a 
proceeding. ■ 

The cheek clerks and overseers have instructions from me not to acknow- 
ledge any one on the Public Works without my signature. 



C 2 
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Capt. Carey to Mr. Walker. 

Westport, January 12, 1847. 

I have to report that this morning I was obliged to order the work 
No. 361, Burrishoole-road, from Westport to Castlebar, in the barony of Burris- 
hoole, to be suspended, under the following circumstances : — 

It was reported to me, some days ago, by the engineer in charge of the district 
(Mr. Roberts), that it was desirable the two check clerks on the above line 
should be removed as soon as possible. I, consequently, sent a Mr. Flinn, to 
whom, however, the check clerks would not give up their books, &c., as they 
had been appointed by another person, nor would the labourers allow Mr. Flinn 
to perform his duty. I then had the appointments of the check clerks cancelled 
by Mr. Roberts, who had put them on. 

This day I found Mr. Flinn had been again prevented from checking the men. 
I went to the line with him and told the labourers that as he had been appointed 
by me, they must permit him to do his duty. They were very angry, and 
declared they would keep their old check clerks till they were paid everything. 
I explained, as well as I could to an angry mob, that the change of check 
clerks would not interfere with their being paid their balances, but that if they 
wished to continue working on that road, it must be under such persons as I 
thought fit to appoint. I moved on to see which gangs would allow Mr. Flinn 
to check them ; but the men collected and followed in such an angry manner 
that I was unable to do so ; and whilst crossing a drain I was suddenly pushed 
from behind, and one or two sods were thrown. As soon as I could get my face 
round towards them they declared it was accident, but as I could get no answer 
to my question who had done it, I desired the work to be suspended, and left 
them. Three gangs allowed Mr. Flinn to check them properly in the morn- 
ing, and were not present where I was in the afternoon ; these will, therefore, 
be allowed to continue working : one of the dismissed check clerks was on the 
line to-day, and was, no doubt, in part instigator of this conduct. 

I report this at length, in consequence of there being several hundred men 
on this line of the most discontented parts of my district. A cart was plun- 
dered this morning within a mile of this road, and I know some of the labourers 
were present. I explained the Board’s orders on this subject, but for want of 
available proof did not suspend the work on that account. 

I also this day had to dismiss four gangs, No. 29, Murrisk, who told an 
assistant engineer, yesterday evening, when setting the task, that if he came 
again he might as well bring his coffin with him. 



Mr. Frazer to Mr. Walker. 

Borris-in-Ossory, January 13, 1847. 

I have to report that for some time past a factious spirit has been 
evidenced amongst some of the labourers engaged upon the Shim-one district. 

They were dissatisfied at not getting high wages without working for them. 
They earned about ll^c?. per day. 

One or two of the gangers have used violent language and threats to the 
overseer whom I believe to be a very trustworthy person ; and on the night 
of the 8th instant four or five men attacked Daniel O’Brien, one of our own 
gangers, and would have beaten him severely, but that some persons came to 
his assistance; the object of the attack was clearly to intimidate O’Brien, and 
prevent him doing his duty. 

My assistant at Shihrone consulted the resident magistrate, Captain Kelly, 
and certain steps were taken which brought the case and the offenders yester- 
day before the magistrates. Several witnesses were examined, and the delin- 
quents were all convicted and bound over to keep the peace, severally giving 
security for 10/. and two sureties of 51. each. 

This summary justice has proved most satisfactory to all the other work- 
men, who feel indignant at the conduct of those who disturbed the peace. 

I trust the manner in which this affair has been dealt with will meet with 
the approbation of the Commissioners. 

My assistant states that many circumstances connected with the working of 
our system were examined in Court, and the result has been to increase their 
confidence in our operations. 
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Captain Huband to Mr. Walker. 

South West Riding, 

County Cork, January 14, 1847. 

I had a final interview last’ week with the Honourable H. D. Bernard, 
relative to his complaint against assistant-engineer Sullivan, when he informed me 
that it is not bis wish to proceed further in that matter. 



Mr. Walker to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of Public Works, Custom House, 

Dublin, January 15, 1847. 

I am directed by tbe Commissioners of Public Works to send, for your in- 
formation, tbe enclosed copy of an extract from a letter of Mr. John Barter, 
assistant-engineer, addressed to Mr. C. S. Ottley, on the subject of an outbreak on 
the Drainage Works under his superintendence in the Moyout district. 



Enclosure. 

Extract of a Letter received from the Assistant Engineer of Moyout Drainage, County of 
Mayo, dated January 1, 1847, addressed to Mr. Ottley, District Engineer. 

I Have to report, that on Tuesday the labourers on the works at Moyout were hunted 
off the works by a party of disturbers who turned out against task work. I did my utmost to 
keep the men in tile work, but they were panic stricken, and I had to give in. I then 
lodged informations before the stipendiary magistrate, Mr. Barrow, who gave me summonses to 
have served on the ringleaders. On Wednesday I took the sessions bailiff, and when these 
men again presented themselves to stop the work, 1 effected the service on one of the ringleaders 
named Golden, when the fellows commenced throwing stones. As the quarrymen showed a 
determination to stick to their work, this being a partial outbreak, headed by persons from the 
Relief Works, I thought, it my duty to stand by the labourers iu preference to stopping the 
work. 

I succeeded in preserving order, and on Thursday had the fellow fined 51. ; and [a warrant 
has been issued against his goods, &c. 

The bench of magistrates expressed much pleasure at the steps I had taken, and declared in 
open Court their fixed determination to uphold our work and give us every support. I hope I 
may also have your approval. 



Colonel Jones to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of Public Works, January 16, 1847. 

It is, I am afraid, but too true that we have arrived at a very important 
crisis in our operations, and it has been so strongly forced upon us during the 
last few days, that we considered it to be our duty to bring the subject under the 
notice of the Lord Lieutenant ; and I now enclose a copy of the letter written to 
him upon the subject -of the overpowering demands made upon us for employment, 
and I may add our inability to meet them. The want of food drives everybody to 
the works ; we have neither staff, nor work upon which we can employ them, and 
if prompt measures are not taken, I do not know what will be the result. The 
accompanying copy of a letter this instant received from Lord Glengall, conveys a 
fair idea of the state of many parts of the country. As during the present week 
numerous additional works have been ordered, I have little doubt that the num- 
bers employed, amount to half a million; the weekly expenditure, calculated at Is. 
per head, would give a larger number. 



Enclosure. 

The Commissioners of Public Works to the Lord Lieutenant. 

Office of Public Works, 
January 17, 1847. 

We beg to draw your Excellency’s attention to the numerous deputations which have 
recently come to Dublin for the purpose of waiting on your Excellency, who hare afterwards 
called on this Board, to represent the rapid increase of destitution in their several districts. 
Want of work and want of food have been the subject of their representations, and they work only 
as a means of obtaining food. All our reports codcut in stating that from want of food the men 
are becoming so weak as to be wholly unable to perform a fair day’s work. This has led ns 
seriously to consider the means of providing work to such an extent as must be necessary so 
long as it is the only means by which food can be obtained by numbers who are rapidly in- 
creasing. 
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The following figures will 


exhibit the rate of increase for the week 


ending on 


the — 


September. 




October. 


November. 


December. 


3rd 


. 26,193 


7th 


. 162,982 


5th 


. 334,285 




10th 


. 40,029 


14th 


. 213,781 


1 2 th 


.. 331,6 27 
. 345,748 




17th 


. 58,755 


21st 


. 256,469 


19th 




24th 


. 80,466 


28th 


. 285,817 


26th 


. 376,133 


26th .’ 14,745 


31st 


. 114,330 











During the week ending this day, judging by the money which has been issued on demand, 
it cannot be much less than 470,000, and we have reason to believe that even this number does 
not contain more than two-thirds of those who are already returned to us as destitute, although 
there are few cases in which more than one is taken from each family. 

It is therefore obvious that the works are insufficient, and it must be inferred that the point is 
passed at which it is possible to provide for the destitution by Public Works of the ordinary 
character, which alone are suitable to unskilled labour, and that other modes of relief are become 
indispensable. 

When the Act 9 Vic., ch. 1, and its sequel, 9 and 10 Vic., ch. 107, passed the Legislature, 
this extent of distress was not anticipated, and it might reasonably have been expected that the 
spare labour of 40 or 50 or even 100,000 men might have beeiv profitably employed on Public 
Works, but it. must be presumed that the employment of the whole labouring population of the 
country on Public Works was not expected. 

Public Works, indeed, properly so called, are in their nature the reverse of local works, and 
are therefore not suited for providing labour at every man’s door. It was only by a strained 
construction they could ever have been made so. Yet for a time they to some extent answered 
the purpose, but the degree to which they have been strained for this purpose produces in itself 
a great evil in the idle habits they engender, and the interference with more useful employments. 

As soon as it became apparent that the work was provided for the people and not the people 
for the work, the necessity for exertion was diminished. A labour ticket became as it were a 
bill at sight for 8 d. or 10J. a day, and where the increased price of provisions rendered these 
wages too small, great efforts were made to enforce task-work, by which higher wages could be 
obtained, and it was hoped industrious habits restored and maintained. But while the expen- 
diture was thus increased, the work was consumed more rapidly, and new works became sooner 
necessary, which became more and more difficult to provide from the impossibility of finding 
overseers qualified to estimate and measure tasks for 10,000 separate working parties. The 
task-works became paid for by subsistence, leaving the balance till the work could be measured, 
while the unequal strength of the men composing the gang so soon led to uncertainty as to the 
quota of work and profit to be performed or received by each, as gradually to leave the task- 
work only in reality a higher rate of daily pay, and at this moment the rate of pay which beo-an 
at 8rf. and KM. over the whole country, varies from 8 d. to Is. 4 d., averaging about Is. a day. 

This is a higher average rate than the farmers can afford to pay, even those who can pay, or 
have been accustomed to pay in money wages ; and payment in food, as in former years, there 
is now none : so that the Public Works offer a direct premium to labourers to quit their 
natural and useful occupation. They in fact afford subsistence to the agricultural labourer on 
condition that he leaves his work. 

Far better than such a result no doubt it would be, to give him the same rate of pay, on the 
certificate of a proper officer that he had worked on some farm, even if no security could be had 

of repayment from the crop, as from whatever source repayment may be assessed food for another 
year would result to the country. 

In viewing the class of works applied for and then granted, we find first, that many works in 
themselves useful have been of necessity rejected, as buildings, piers, and works of masonry or 
carpentry, generally because the work they provided was not suited for the class who required 
labour ; others, as arterial drainages through several lands, involved conflicting rights of pro- 
perties, and required the special provision of the Drainage Acts; others, of deepening beds of, 
or straightening considerable rivers, could nqf; be executed at this season. Thorough drainage 
remained, and this was promptly provided for by your Excellency’s letter of the 5th October, 
and was coming into operation, when it was to a great extent checked by the more favourable 
terms of the Treasury Minute of the 1st December, which has induced many proprietors to 
apply to withdraw their undertakings, and stopped any more from undertaking. These suc- 
cessive steps, however, leave no doubt that the Legislature will, at no distant period, provide 
suitable employment, so far as the evil can he met by employmunt, and the experience of the 
last four months will not be thrown away. 

It is to that experience we now appeal, whence we beg respectfully to represent, that to what- 
ever extent employment may he provided, first, by enabling proprietors to create a large mass 
of local employment, and second, by enabling us to devise and carry out Public Works, pro- 
perly so called, of a really useful and creditable character, by which we shall, in our legitimate 
capacity, minister to relief as employers of labour, there will yet remain a great number of 
unemployed, infirm, and destitute families, for whom relief must be sought from some more 
direct source than labour. We would submit that real labour ought not to be stigmatised as, 
if DC * - f ^ at not t° k e called labour when labour cannot be exacted in return, 

mid when, m demanding it, charity loses even its character of benevolence, as the idleness of the 
idle cannot be distinguished from the feebleness of the weak and infirm. 

To this great amount of unemployed people we would especially solicit the attention of your 
Excellency. The number employed is nearly 500,000, and 300,000 or 400,000 in addition 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




BOARD OF WORKS. 



15 



will shortly require it. It will not be possible much longer to find work of the nature now pro- 
vided even for those who are employed, and of course still less for the large remainder. In 
ordinary times the ordinary distress of the country is provided for by the Poor Laws ; at present, 
in Ireland, the Commissariat is added for the emergency. The question of supplying food 
gratuitously, or in any way, by the agency of Government, is one on which we need not enter. 
Our object is to point out, that no labour at present within our control can meet for more than 
a month or two, if so long, the wants even of our present labour roll ; but if to drainage can be 
added tillage and reclamation, or the general control of road^, under Acts to be prepared for 
the purpose, a great addition will be made to our powers, provided steps can be taken to sup- 
port the people in the interval which, must elapse before they can be brought into operation. 

Lord Glengaxl to Colonel J ones. 

Iffa and Offa West, Tipperary , 

Cahir, January 15, 1847. 

I am reluctantly obliged by the Relief Committee of this district to inform you, that 
the numbers requiring employment are increasing hourly upon them ; our works are inadequate 
to furnish employment. 

The people, in consequence, have openly told the Committee that they must now commence 
robbing, and go to jail, for starve they must, if they do not. Meal and soup are given out 
daily to many hundreds, but the numbers increase upon us awfully. 

We, therefore, urgently request that orders be sent down to Mr. Jones, the county surveyor, 
to place more people on the present works, and we request the Board to sanction the present- 
ments made at the late sessions held on the 5th of this month, as soon as possible. 

We have endeavoured to keep back the Public Works as much as possible in this barony, 
expecting the railway to be in operation, but as that now appears to be almost hopeless, we 
must begin cutting up the roads in the barony to prevent plunder and starvation. 



Captain Wynne to Mr. Walker. 

Ennis, January 17, 1847. 

I have just returned, from my week’s excursion, a most eventful one 

indeed. 

The amount of destitution is very alarming, and although the present 
amount of employment, if fairly and honestly distributed, is fully sufficient 
to meet it, still in some localities it is not met, in consequence of the Com- 
mittees filling up the lists (to the number they conceive themselves entitled to) 
with those persons in whose welfare they have most interest, and leaving to 
the last and supplementary lists those whose claims are strongest upon the 
Inspecting Officer, and will afford them the strongest grounds of complaint 
should additional employment he refused. My Committees are in tolerably 
good order, with the exception of two, which ought not to exist, being slices 
from the legally constructed ones, at Miltown Malvay, and Kilrush. The 
former has been sanctioned by the lieutenant of the county, without any 
notification to me ; and in neither case have pains been taken to acquaint me 
with their separate existence •, they have been formed only a short time. 

I shall just mention a very shameful case that came under my observation at 
the Killan Committee, the latter of those alluded to above. 

On leaving the Committee room, a man half starved, and considerably more 
than half naked, bare head, bare legs and arms, nothing to cover him but the 
skeletons of an old pair of breeches and waistcoat, which upon enqniry appeared 
to be all he was possessed of, seized me by my coat with the grasp of death, 
and insisted upon being heard, when I found an interpretation of his tale was 
simply this : — None of the Committee had any interest in his life, and he was- 
therefore left to die. I brought him into the Committee, and exhibited him 
before them. It was a picture well calculated, as I thought, to bring the colour 
to their cheeks, but I cannot compliment myself on my success. It is hard to 
deal with such heartless men. Under such circumstances, the Relief Works 
must fail to keep the people from starvation. I met with many similar cases, 
and immediately redressed them; but I cannot discover 1 in 50. I stated my 
intention of calling upon the Lieutenant of the county to abolish these Com- 
mittees, if within one week these abuses were not corrected. 

There are, at present, employed in my district one in four' of the population, 
according to the census of 1841 ; allowing one-fifth increase since then, it leaves, 
at present, one in five, which at the present average of wages and price of food, 
would give nineteen-twentieths of a pound of Indian com per day to each mouth, 
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which would be ample, and more than the present prospects of supplies would 
afford. It is therefore obvious that, if the people starve, it is not from insufficient 
employment. It must be from its improper distribution, or the impossibility of 
procuring food for wages. 

I visited Ruan, where our works have been suspended ; distress exists there 
to a frightful extent, and strong symptoms of riot. I should not, however, 
recommend the resumption of the works ; an example must be made. It is a 
fact worthy of notice, agricultural works have made considerable progress there 
since the suspension of the works. I have failed in discovering the offenders, 
though they are well known to many. 



Mr. Brett, C.E., to Mr. Walker. 

Castlebar , January 17, 1847. 

The pressure for employment has now arrived at such a height, that 
nothing short of universal lists for the entire population will suffice, the blame 
and odium of refusing to put on more than one-fifth of the destitute being heaped 
on me. 

The sessions fix an amount of destitution at one in three, to one in four of the 
population ; the maximum of one to each family is looked upon as useless ; and 
certainly the extraordinary high price of provisions gives strong grounds for 
additional demands. 

The alarm and excitement consequent on the late quarter sessions are almost 
indescribable (6,000 civil bills at BaUina) ; several villages are being deserted, 
and vast numbers proceeding to Liverpool on their route to America. 

It would be most essential to issue some further instructions as to the extent 
of relief to be afforded ; the notion exists among the Committees and others, that 
it rests with us here to put on what numbers we please, and this would be most 
important to have explicitly understood, so as (if possible) to allay the feeling at 
present excited against us. 



Mr. King to Mr. Walker. 

Cork, January 17, 1827. 

I HAVE to report that, on yesterday, I found it indispensable to the proper 
influence of the Board’s officers on the Clonakilty Slob district to suspend 
temporarily, the works. r 

I have observed a growing spirit of discontent among the labourers employed 
within the last fortnight r J 

I attribute this, in a great degree, to the intervention of the Christmas 
holidays, when the men absented themselves, and consequently reduced their 
weekly payments for works executed, and the facility of getting employment 
on the Relief Works, where, I am informed, they can make (or, which is the 
same to them, can get) better wages. 

Yesterday, a large mob of fellows swept round the works, and forced off 
those that were better disposed, and anxious to have the opportunity of earning 
the support of their families. I remonstrated to what extent I could and many 
stated that they would return to their work again; but I said that those who 
were disposed to return should prove their disposition to be quiet and steady 
by identifying the party or parties who intimidated and forced them off and 
therefore, previous to my coming away, I stopped the works altogether 

The men earn good wages for the time they work ; many of them live a good 
distance lrom the works, and, consequently, don’t stick constantly to their 

Many have stated positively that they cannot make wages, whereas in every 
instance of such assertion that I took the party to see the account of his time, and 
thernoney he got for that time, it was shewn that the wages were from 14 d to 
16a. per day. 

I regret that this should occur, as hitherto all went on well. I regret it the 
more s° as the present is a crisis in our operations, having a great length of 
wall built and not backed up, as well as considerable stretches of embankment 
partially formed, and more or less subject to demolition by every successive 
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tide ; in fact, it is difficult to conjecture what the result of a stoppage in the 
•works just now may entail in the way of additional cost ; yet on yesterday 
there was no alternative but to stop the works, or submit to he mastered by the 
misguided creatures we are all endeavouring to benefit. 

Distress prevails to a fearful extent in and around this district, yet such is the 
infatuation of the labourers, that for the last four or five payments, I had 
repeatedly to hunt away from the works women who come round on such days to 
sell whiskey to the men, and it is, (in spite of my instructions to have those 
whiskey vendors removed) sold to numbers on such days. Now, this would be 
considered evidence of any thing but distress ; I can only term it infatuation, lor 
want, to the greatest imaginable extent, is nevertheless every where perceptible. 



Major Townsend to Mr. Walker. 

Letterkenny, January 18, 1847. 

I have to acknowledge your letter of the 16 th instant, stating that his 
Excellency does not think that the works should be suspended, and to state 
that in consequence, I have made arrangements for then* immediate commence- 
ment. 

I have also to state, that their temporary suspension has been of considerable 
use in impressing on the minds of the people the necessity of keeping them- 
selves quiet, and that they accordingly came in a body on Thursday last to the 
Hon. Mr. Clements, to express their contrition for their conduct at Carrigart, 
and that the lesson has not been lost to them. 



Lieutenant-Colonel Jones to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of Public TForA-s, January 18, 1847. 

I regret much to repeat that our accounts from the country are most 
gloomy, as regards the amount of food in the country, and the melancholy and 
deplorable state of the population. In some districts, the men who come to the 
works are so reduced in their physical powers, as to be unable to earn above 4 d. 
or 5d. per diem. This is evidently too little, and with the present high price 
of provisions precludes the possibility of purchasing sufficient food to support 
life. The state of destitution of the people about Skibbereen, and the increasing 
mortality, renders it imperative to send in supplies. The position of this district, 
in a distant corner of the country, without any great lines of communication 
and removed from any large town from whence provisions could be obtained, 
is peculiar and different from most other distressed districts.. 



Major Townsend to Mr. Walker. 

Cavan, January 19, 1847. 

I beg to report, that between 8 and 9 o’clock in the morning of 16th 
instant, two men, armed with pistols, came on the work S 70, Upper Loughton, 
and served a threatening notice on the overseer, Thomas Morris. Having done 
this, they discharged their pistols in the air. 

This outrage was perpetrated openly, and in the presence of the workmen, 
none of whom interfered either to protect the overseer, or to capture the two 
men. 

At my request Captain Battersby, County Inspector of Constabulary, has 
furnished me with copies of the notice, and of the report of Mr. Lock, Sub- 
Inspector, both of which are inclosed. 

I proceeded to the spot this morning, accompanied by Captain Battersby, and 
assembled the workmen. They fully admitted their cowardice. I told them 
that unless by this day week, Tuesday 26th instant, the criminals were in the 
hand of justice, I should suspend the work, dismiss them all, and replace them 
by another set of workmen. 



[b. w. 2.] 



D 
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Enclosures. 

Captain Battersby to Major Townsend. 

Cavan, January 18, 184 7. 

Mr. Lock, the Sub-Inspector of Police, has just sent to me the accompanying com- 
munication with a threatening notice, which it appears was delivered early on last Saturday 
morning to the overseer, on the new line of road at Drumora, by two armed men ; about 50 
labourers being present at the time. It appears strange, that neither overseer nor any of the 
labourers made the least attempt to arrest the two fellows. 

I shall feel obliged by your taking care of the notice. 



Sir, Cavan, January 18, 1847. 

I submit a notice which was served on the overseer, on the new line of road at Drumora, 
by two men armed with pistols, on the morning of the 16th instant, at half-past 8 o’clock. 
There were at least 50 men working in the gang over which the overseer was placed at the 
time ; and not a man of them attempted to arrest either of the fellows. I think it would 
be well, too (if you consider it right), to lay the matter before the Inspecting Officer of the 
Board of Works. 

I am, & c., 

James Battersby, Esq,, C. I. J. Lock, Sub- Inspector . 

Sir, 

Take notice, that, if you do not withdraw from this new line of road according to our 
orders, and by command of our authorities, you will endanger your life, as it is none of your 
business to help to line out a road that was begun by an engineer. Leave it to Armstrong, as 
he was the means of beginning it. If you do not do so, perhaps you may meet with what is 
laid out for the same Armstrong, as we do not want to injure you if you take our advice; if 
not, please yourself. Remember when we meet you again, the case will be deplorable to you. 
Please let Thomas Morris and your stewards take warning also, as we do not. think it any sin 
to take your life no more than a mad dog, if you go contrary to our orders. He that will not 
shun danger, let them perish therein. 

Received from Thomas Morris, head steward on work S 70, new road from Bally- 
heelan to Ballydouglas, on the 16th of January, 1847. 

(Signed) R. G. Check Clerk. 



Lieutenant-Colonel Jones to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 
January 19, 1847. 

Each day brings us more distressing accounts from the country, 
particularly from the inland districts of Mayo, where it will he necessary to 
send food. You will perceive by the accompanying notes from Mr. Brett, our 
engineer in Mayo, the pressure which is put upon him for employment; in 
fact, every man, woman, and child is put forward for relief from the works. 
Captain Wynne, in Clare, states that he has one-fifth of the population 
employed. We are pressed for instructions by our officers to know how they 
are to act. Those which now regulate their actions are no longer applicable 
to the altered state of affairs. If they refuse employment, they are held up to 
the poor as the stumbling-block between them and the means of obtaining 
food. I am of opinion, that it would he better, in many cases, to give food, 
than to be paying money away, as we are now obliged to do. At the same time, 
the people are discontented at the small sums they are entitled to. The fact is, 
that the system of task-work is no longer beneficial employment to many, their 
bodily strength being gone, and spirits depressed : they have not power to exert 
themselves sufficiently to earn the ordinary day’s wages. This necessary outlay 
will be stigmatised as a wasteful expenditure, and the works will be left incom- 
plete. Mr. Barry, our Fishery Inspector, has just returned from Glandore, near 
Clonakilty. The accompanying is a short statement of affairs in that district. 
You will perceive the great benefits derived from the soup establishments, and 
how very cheap is the preparation. The small amount of nourishment has a very 
great effect upon the famished individuals, whose stamina is thus partially 
revived. So far as we are concerned, I believe our powers have attained the 
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utmost. We have, I trust, made a good staud; but the numbers which are 
now forcing themselves upon us will incapacitate our officers from affording 
employment, and all our efforts, hitherto so successful, will be paralyzed. 



Enclosure. 

Mr. Barry to Lieut.- Colonel Jones. 

Fishery Office, Tuesday , January 19, 1847. 

I have just returned from the south, the vicinity of unhappy Skibbereen. Things are 
surely bad enough, but not so bad as they are likely to be, food becoming daily more scarce. 

Over 100 vessels in the harbour of Cork, but not destined for that market ; all touching for 
orders. Some few arrivals into the western ports, Castletown and Baltimore, taken by the 
millers. When I left the prices were, 

Indian corn, 2.v. 6 d. 

Indian meal, 2 s. 10 d. 

Wheaten meal, 3s. 

Beans meal, 14s. per cwt. 

Rice had risen from 23s. to 30s. 

Soup is keeping thousands alive. It was a blessed plan. 

In a village near my residence they gave out daily 700 quarts, at jd. per quart, at a loss 
under 10s. per day. It is an amazing relief to the creatures on the roads. They take a 
pint in the morning going to work, and the second pint on their return. It is composed of 
poor beef in the proportion of 141bs. to 80 gallons, boiled down in a digester, and thickened 
with about equal proportions ol peas, or beans, meal, rice, and barley meal, toell peppered. 

I fancied that the aspect of the people had greatly improved since its introduction. It is capital 
stuff, and decidedly the most effectual mode of affording relief. Tickets are sold to all who 
wish to buy, and by that means only is gratuitous relief afforded. These boilers for soup 
are becoming very general. Assistant Commissary- General Bishop has been through the 
whole West Riding of Cork, encouragiug these establishments. He offers from the Govern- 
ment a contribution equal to local subscriptions, which has been a great stimulus. 

The sowing of wheat has not been as much neglected as we feared. In Kinalmeaky, east of 
East Carberry, and Ibane, and Barryroe, there has been merely the usual quantity sown ; 
in the west of East Carbery they are at work ; but in the whole of West Carbery there is 
a most deplorable prostration, they have no seed of any kind. The same, I am told, is the 
case in Bere and Bantry, and West Muskerry. 

There was a great influx of sea manure lately at Glandore ; and I was delighted to find 
that all who could leave the roads, even for a day, availed themselves of the opportunity of 
covering some small portions of land for potatoes, to which they still cling as to fife, and well 
they may. It induced me to make close inquiry about seed, and I find that creatures who 
have been existing on a scanty meal a day have reserved some little stock of potatoes, such as 
they are ; but I am sadly fearful, that never having come to maturity, their growth is very 
doubtful. Some small importations have come into Cork, chiefly from Jersey. They look 
well : the price asked is about 20 d. per stone. 



Major Townsend to Mr. Woods. 

Portarlington, January 20, 1847. 

1 beg to report that on application by the Inspecting Officer for a list of 
men to proceed with the work (sanctioned) No. 15, in October Schedule, it 
appears the Committee refused to furnish it 
I know the people in the neighbourhood are starving. Two members of the 
Committee stated so in my presence. 

^Mr. Walpole, of Mondrehir, a member, as I believe, of the Committee, 
objects to this very useful road, as it passes through his land. 

My belief is, that he has induced the Committee to take this course, and 
others overrule the approval of the presenting sessions, and the sanction of the 
Lords of the Treasury. 
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Mr. Deering to Mr. Walker. 

Cashel , January 21, 1847. 

I have this moment.. heard a report that Mr. E. H. Wayland, pay-clerk 
of Kilnemanagh Lower, was attacked this morning in. the neighbourhood of 
Dundrum, whilst proceeding on a car with two policemen, to pay labourers. 

I deeply regret to have to state, that although Mr. E. H. Wayland escaped 
with a slight, gun-shot wound, one of the policemen was shot dead beside him 
on the car. 

The second policeman made his way to a house with the money, which he 
succeeded in defending. 

Mr. Wayland fired three shots at the assailants, who were five in number. 
It is said that one is wounded. 

I hear the country people proceeded in pursuit. 

I am now about to proceed to Mr. Wayland, about five miles distant. 

The labourers shall not want a pay-clerk to give them their money, if Mr. 
Wayland is unable to act. 

As I have no assistant to spare in whom to place confidence, if required, I 
shall pay them myself. 

Note. — Mr. Wayland appears to have acted very gallantly, and is not wounded. — 
H. D. J.— Jan. 22, 1S47- 



Mr. Fraser to Mr. Walker. 

Rathfriland, January 21, 1847. 

The Public Works sanctioned in this barony are ready for execution, 
check clerks, and overseers appointed, but the Relief Committees have not 
their lists ready to hand to Captain Brereton, so that I cannot proceed for want 
of men. 



Mr. Deering to Mr. Walker. 

Cashel, January 21, 1847. 

I have the honour to inform you that at a quarter to two o’clock, p.m., 
this day, a gentleman rode in express, to inform me that an occurrence of a 
most melancholy character had taken place this morning in the Canpawhite 
district of Kilnemanagh Lower, in fact, another fearful tragedy to add to the 
long catalogue of offences committed in this county. 

Mr. Edward H. Wayland, a most zealous and humane pay clerk, proceeded 
on a car attended by two armed policemen, to pay the labourers in his district 
from the village of Dundrum. 

Whilst approaching the works in progress at Glenpadden and Cartron, seven 
men with their faces blackened, all armed with flint guns, rushed out from 
between two gate piers. 

Three of the men levelled their guns at Mr. Wayland and the policeman, 
who sat side by side on the left seat of the car. They fired, instantly the 
policeman fell dead on the car shot through the head. 

Mr. Wayland thrust one of the guns aside when the assailants were in the act 
of firing ; the shots happily took no effect on him. 

Mr. W. stood up on the car, prepared to leap off with a cocked pistol in his 
hand, and fired at the two men next him; he is uncertain with what effect. 

Mr. Wayland then jumped off the car, seized a second pistol, looked round 
for the second policeman and driver ; neither were to be seen. He then ran 
after the car to endeavour to get the policemen’s carabine; it was not to 
be found. 

Four men advanced upon him. Mr. Wayland advanced some paces ; one or 
two of the men fired at him without effect; he discharged his pistol with a 
similar result. 
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The circumstances detailed did not occupy a period of above two minutes. 

Mr. Way land then hastened to the car under a volley of stones, jumped on it, 
and gallopped up the hill to the house of overseer Ryan. 

He then placed the money, amounting to about 50/., in a room in the house, 
locked the door, and placed a number of men of Glenpadden and Glencarberry 
Works as a guard over the house. 

Mr. Wayland then proceeded to the place where this sanguinary occurrence 
took place, found the policeman lying dead, his carabine and cartouche box had 
been carried off, his side arms being left untouched. 

He obtained a horse, galloped to the police station of Annacarty, also 
despatching messengers to Hollyford and Dundrum police barracks. 

The labourers of Glencarberry and Carhow went in pursuit of the murderers. 

I need scarcely observe, that the perpetrators of this barbarous murder com- 
mitted in open day remain undiscovered. 

On after inquiry, it appears that the carabine of the murdered policeman was 
loaded, whilst that of the policeman who disappeared with the driver during 
the conflict, was unloaded. 

I beg to observe that, on my arrival in this district, I gave positive orders to 
the pay-clerks not to travel with funds of the Board in their possession without a 
police escort, and to state, as the result of my experience, that unless a mounted 
escort is, in future, sent along with each car, the pay-clerks cannot, 'with 
any certainty of safety, pay the labourers except in the towns, and I decidedly 
object to large bodies of impatient men being brought into towns under existing 
circumstances. 

Mr. Cooper, the engineer, was near the spot, having proceeded in the morning 
to that district to set on works. I hastened thither as rapidly as possible, and 
had the gratification of finding Mr. Wayland unhurt, although the contrary 
had been previously reported. 

I beg to recommend Mr. Wayland specially to the consideration of the 
Board. To his dauntless gallantry and coolness, his own safety, and what 
appeared dearer to him than that, the safety of the funds of the Board are alone 
to be attributed. Time will not permit of my doing justice to his self-devotion, 
but he is a gentleman from whom I could have anticipated as much. I under- 
stand that the poor fellow who has been so barbarously murdered was a brave 
and well-conducted man. I have directed Mr. Wayland to take an extra escort 
to-morrow, and shall attend myself at Dundrum. 



Lieut. Inglis to Mr. Walker. 

Annacotty, January 22, 1847. 

I have to report, for the immediate information of the Board, the fol- 
lowing particulars of an attack made upon Mr. Hanrahan, pay-clerk under the 
Board, this day. 

Mr. Hanrahan left Limerick this day, at about the hour of 12 at noon, having 
with him about 320/. for payment in the Castle Connell district ; and when 
about half way between Annacotty and Castle Connell, lie was stopped 
by three men (two of whom were armed, one with a blunderbuss, the other 
with a pistol) ; his horse was immediately shot, and the men decamped with 
the money over a demesne wall. Search has since been made, and one bag of 
silver was found by Private Herring, Royal Sappers and Miners, hid in a 
plantation. 

A policeman has captured a man under suspicious circumstances, and Mr. 
Hanrahan identified him, selecting him from amongst a number collected 
together; and Mr. Hanrahan’s depositions are now being taken before the 
stipendiary magistrate. 

Up to the present moment nothing further has been heard of the other 
offenders. 

From all the circumstances of the case, it does not appear that the labourers 
of any Public Works in the district are in a body implicated in the transaction. 
[b. w. 2.] E 
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An extraordinary check is now being taken on the works in the neighbourhood, 
the result of which I have not yet heard. 

I will submit further particulars to-morrow ; the mail now is passing, and I 
close my report. 



Mr. Carrol to Mr. Walker 

Limericfc, January 22, 1847 

I feel it my duty to state, with the least possible delay, that Mr. John 
Hanrahan, pay-clerk for the barony of Clanwilliam, has just now (6 o’clock) 
called on me to report that he was attacked to-day, about 1 o’clock p.m., by an 
armed party, who stopped him on the road leading from Limerick to Castle 
Connell, and robbed him of a sum of 320 1. with which he was proceeding to 
pay labourers in his district. 

Mr. Hanrahan at once proceeded to Castle Connell, and reported the robbery 
to the stipendiary magistrate there, who caused an immediate search to be 
made by the police, and one man has been arrested and fully committed for 
trial, on Mr. Hanrahan’s positive identification, who is also prepared to identify 
another of the party whom he has described to the police. 

On making search at the place where the robbers climbed over a wall at the 
side of the road, Mr. Hanrahan found 251. of the money of which he had been 
robbed, which he left in the hands of the engineer, Mr. Whyte. 

I have taken measures to send an assistant pay-clerk to make the payments in 
Mr. Hanrahan’s district to-morrow, and provided that both shall be escorted by 
police. 

As I am informed that Lieutenant Inglis, inspecting-officer, has fully 
reported all the circumstances of this case to the Board, I deem it unnecessary 
to trouble you with further observations. From all I have heard of this matter, 
it will appear that no blame can attach to the pay-clerk •, but, on the contrary, 
his presence of mind appears to have been laudable. 



Captain Gordon to Mr. Walker 

January 23, 184/. 

I have to report that, during my journey from Dublin to Cork, I 
observed that, throughout the part of Queen’s Comity I passed through, a fair 
quantity of wheat had been sown, and a certain quantity of tillage going on. 

Between Cork and Macroom, I was also glad to observe a great change, and 
the wheat sown coming on most favourably. 

I did not observe much going on between Mill-street and Charleville ; but 
in Limerick, especially about BrufF, a much larger quantity of wheat is sown 
than in former years, and a great breadth of oats will be sown throughout the 
district. 

I regret to say, however, that the seed will be very high priced. Oats are 
now Is. 7 \d. a stone, and by all accounts, in Limerick, will rise to 2s. 7 cl. 

Turnip and carrot seed have increased in price two hundred per cent., in 
Cork ! 

About BrufF, land lets as high as from 3 1. to 3/. 10 s. per acre*, and for 
conacre paid in advance, not less than from 10/. to 12/. an acre. 

In Cork, this year, by retail, turnips met with ready sale at 20s. a ton *, and 
at Limerick, no less a sum than 30s. 



Captain O’Neill to Mr. Walker. 

Letterkenney , January 25, 1847. 

On my return this evening from Raphoe, where I had been issuing 
labour lists all this day, I met Mr. Johnston, of Woodlands, near Stranorlar, 
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who told me that two stacks of corn, the property of Mr. Tower of that town, 
were taken on Saturday night, the 23rd instant, and thrashed on the public road, 
between Stranorlar and Ballybofey, and the com carried off, and the straw left 
on the road side. Mr. Johnston also mentioned that Mr. Tower told him that 
he had traced the corn to a house not very far from where the outrage took 
place, but was afraid to inform against the people, for fear of their destroying a 
quantity of flax which he had stored in the neighbourhood of his house, to the 
value of 1000/. 



Lieut.-Colonel Jones to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of Public Works , January 27, 1847. 

The appointment of Sir John Burgoyne will give great satisfaction, 
and his knowledge of the people and country will be of great value. 

The last week has been distinguished by several attacks upon pay-clerks. 
I have suggested that they should always travel with two cars, so that the 
“ Boys” may be at a loss to know on which the treasure is placed. I enclose 
you a report of an attack upon one of our officers in Donegal ; the works, of 
course, are stopped, and will continue so. The fact is, that the Relief Com- 
mittees are powerless, and afraid to refuse any man who applies for employ- 
ment. 



Enclosure, 

Lieut. Milward to Mr. Walker. 

Glenties, January 25, 1847. 

I have the honour to report that a disturbance took place this morning, on my leaving 
Donegal. 1 had issued a list of 200 persons to be employed on the road from Donegal to 
Barnesmore ; a crowd assembled in the town, and declared their intention not of allowing me to 
leave it. On leaving the hotel, I found them assembled round my car, and when I appeared, 
they cried out they would have my life or employment, and seized the horse’s head, determined 
not to let me leave the town. 

I, after much fighting, succeeded in seizing the ringleader, who had hold of my horse by the 
head, and held him for some time, until obliged to let go by a severe blow on the arm, 
the priests and others who were present pulling me back while the crowd removed the fellow. 
In the mean time I received several blows, and, had it not been for the priests, who were for- 
tunately present, I should not have escaped so easily. The police were all absent at a fair. 

I was obliged literally afterwards to fight my way out of the town, and had much difficulty 
in doing so, and fully expect to be attacked on my return. 

I am convinced that the principal persons concerned are not those who require work, and 
I took care to tell them, as clearly as I could, that I would give no further employment after 
what had happened. 

I immediately communicated with a magistrate, and hope to be able to arrest the man who 
appeared the ringleader, and whom I can easily identify. 



Lieut.-Colonel Jones to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of Public Works, January 28, 1847. 

Mr. Ginger has just left me. He has, in concert with Mr. Kennedy, 
taken a house, which, he says, is suited for the business of the Stationery Office. 
Some trifling work is required, and, acting upon the applications I have received, 
instructions have been issued accordingly. I presume an authority will be given 
to take charge of it as a public building, and to perform all necessary repairs, 
after which we shall have the rooms at present occupied by the Stationery Office 
in the Custom House. 

I was obliged, this day, to brine under his Excellency’s notice the very great in- 
convenience and suffering that will be experienced where works are stopped in con- 
sequence of the amount presented having been expended, and no sessions held to 
provide for the additional sums. We ought to have authority to proceed in 
anticipation of the several presentments. His Excellency fully agrees in the 
* E 2 
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necessity for continuing the works in such cases, and, I believe, will issue direc- 
tions to us accordingly. The Leitrim people at Mohill have refused to present 
any more money (see Mr. Gisborne's letter) ; and such, I am of opinion, will be 
pursued at other places. The sooner the new system comes into operation the 
better. The general want of food among the lower classes has so reduced their 
corporeal state, that every man now is driven to the works, the Committees, as it 
were, turning them loose upon us. 

Col. Archer goes over by this night's mail. From him you will learn the 
general state of the people in the counties where he was employed ; and Capt 
Wynne from Clare, who arrived this day, states much the same. He told me,’ 
not an hour ago, that he has seen women returning from Ennis, cryinv with 
grief at their inability to purchase; the price being too high for the small sums 
their husbands or sons had earned upon the works. 

I was very glad to receive your letter this morning relating to Wicklow as 
the accounts from that county yesterday were of the same character as that I had 
previously sent to you. 

With all the pains and trouble we take, it is impossible to get the returns from 
the country in time to make a perfect document within the week The returns 
actually received last week show a total of 527,943, but estimating by the monev 
expended, 567,214 men were employed on the works. 

Major Parker's letter has this moment come to hand. I must submit it to- 
niorrow to his Excellency. It is a difficult and rather dangerous precedent to 
establish. If allowed in one place it must be granted throughout the entire country 



Enclosure. 

Mr. Gisborne to Mr. Walker. 

Drumsna, January 27, 1847. 

•11 1 T S E F “ S ™ °f dis,ress i ed P«sons ou the works in this barony is so great, I fear they 
wdl be all run out m three weeks at farther No provision is made ir futufe relief a disno- 
t,™ b r. S1 e'™ at lhe , ast Presentment Sessions to present for no more money P I 

have used my best endeavours to have a good system of work adopted, and to execute it ali bv 
last, and, until lately I have succeeded; but now the crowded state of tile works (particularly 
rend l b -, br , e , at r ? ° f st ?" es r has commenced) and the destitution of the persons P employed 
* 'a'’/ ,m I’ os I s, , ble f “ r me 10 carry out the works satisfactorily, or vet value fo/the 

money expended, and, I fear, I must ogam allow the men to work on daily wages 
1 find gangs of men, which three weeks ago could earn Is. '2d. a-day Snnot now cam 

out haring power to remedy the evil. I trust theRrarrl mm \ av . is 1 y squandered, with- 



Mr. Gamble to Mr. Walker. 

T , . . Ballyvaughan, January 25, 1847 . 

Sessions hKfhem Sis da^^LenTS^^^^ Presentment 

for completing and » M001 ^ Passed, chiefly 

somem'SsIf ** Government would forthwith devise 

to the vitally Works, 

it is but too evident that the sowing of the crons wifi he ture of the country ; for if not, 

fact, in this barony, scarcely any wheat hi iSJ 1 b J IX0 "- y t0 alimited «««* In 
other crops into the ground. D ' ° r P re P aratl0n made for putting the 

The small farmers are unable to procure seed, or leave the Pnhlle Wo. 1 , , • 

cannot procure labourer at the wages formerly paid, and are 
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of the tillage around them neglected, to exhaust their means in sowing crops, which they fear 
they would not be allowed to reap by the starving people. The supply of provisions here 
is scanty and uncertain, and the prices are as follows : — 

Indian meal, 2s. 9d. ; whole meal, 3s. 3d. ; and oaten meal, 3s. 9rf. per stone. 

The stite of the labourers on the Public Works is very wretched, many of them having to 
live on one meal a-day, and some having died from want. 



Major Parker to Colonel Joxes. 

Skibbereen, January 26, 1847. 

The weather has now been very tempestuous for so long a time, that I fear the distress 
will be very great indeed. As the labourers cannot earn full wages, generally speaking not 
more than Ad. or 6 d. a-day, upon which, with food at the present extremely high price, namely, 
Indian meal, 2s. Sd. to 2s. lOd. a stone, and bread at 3 \d, a lb., it is impossible to live and 
maintain families. 

I venture to write to ask if under these extreme circumstances some special relief may be 
afforded by allowing something more than the half-pay ? If something is not done, I am sure 
next week matters will be worse here than ever, the weather having been so unusually severe 
and tempestuous that it has been impossible, to work. 



Mr. Mulvany to Mr. Walker. 

Drainage Office, Richmond llarhour, 
January 29, 1847. 

I beg to report that on Wednesday night last the dams in the Buskin 
division of the Dungolman District were malicious] y broken, and much injury 
caused to the works. By the watchman’s report, the outrage was committed by 
a body of 20 or 25 men, some of whom were armed, and tired a shot or shots 
when they saw him. 

Last night the dams in the lower portion of the Rath or Cloneen District 
were also cut, and some injury caused to the works. 

Under these circumstances, I have ordered the suspension of the works in both 
districts for the present, and intend to proceed to visit the works, and make detailed 
inquiries into the outrage to-morrow morning. 

The only reason that can be at present assigned for the occurrence is, that the 
labourers in parts of the works got bad pay on Wednesday, which was attributable 
to the bad way in which they had worked during the preceding fortnight. 



Captain O’Neill to Mr. Walker. 

Letterkenny, January 5, 1847. 

I have the honour to state, for the information of the Board, that the Hon. 
Charles Clements, Chairman of the Kilmacrenan and Mevagh Relief Committee, 
and myself, went this morning from Milford to Carrigort to issue labour lists, and 
after issuing about 130 names, the people crowded round the door of the school- 
house in a dense mass, and would not permit us to go out Mr. Clements 
and myself went to the door to reason with them, hut they still kept closely 
packed together, and were very clamorous for more lists, although I had given 
as many as I had on my lists furnished to me by Mr. Clements. 

It appears that some persons who had been looking on, and who heard the 
people say that they would not let us out of the school-house until we issued 
more lists, went to the officer of the revenue police, who ordered down his men* 
when the mob gave way, and scattered all about, the police following them in 
the same irregular manner for a few yards. One of the police, who happened 
to he a short way in advance, was attacked by four of the country people, when 
some of his comrades coming up drove them away. The mob then commenced 
throwing stones of from one to three pounds weight, and I am sorry to say that 
one of the country people, a man of the name of James Lynagh, was severely 
hurt by a blow of a musket on the head from one of the police. 

The mob shortly after dispersed, and some of them threatened to break the 
wheelbarrows and other tools on the works that are already in progress, if they 
were not employed. 
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May I request to be informed by the Board whether I am to commence the 
work for which these lists were made out, or am I to stop for a time all the 
works going on in that part of the country. 

I should have acted at once on the latter, but it would have been punishing 
the poor people who are already employed, and who were not within three 
miles of where the disturbance took place. 

I have, therefore, to request you will let me know what the wishes of the 
Board may be on the subject, when I shall carry them out to the best of my 
ability. I beg further to add that, from the excited state of the people in that 
part of the country, and the great poverty, wretchedness, and destitution that 
exist, it would not be advisable to stop any of the works now in progress, as it 
might drive the people to desperation. 



Document forwarded to Mr. Trevelyan by Lieut.-Colonel Jones, 
February 24, 1847. 

Now, Armstrong, you put me to the necessity of writing to you again 
uppon an emportant affair, I mean the new line of road leading from Bally- 
hilland to Ballydouglass Bridge. 

I sent two of my men there some few days ago to give them and you warning of 
your doom,- but I understand that you made very little of it. You also encou- 
raged the check clerk, that is Christy, to work on and not fear, but as sure as I 
have the pen in my hand he will repent of his presumption. It is my opinion 
that you can hardly save him. 

But it is useless for me to talk of him here ; I will meet him on another 
day. As for you, I suppose you think yourself to great a man to be conquered ; 
but you may know that I never took any thing in my head but I performed one 
time or other, but always as soon as opportunity served. It is not this way I 
should talk but that I would like you to understand the danger that you are 
instinctively running into now. Why I wonder how I have the patience to talk 
tliis way to you, the greatest of all robbers. Now, by the powers of the Most 
High, in less than — I wont mention the time, but be sure sooner than you are 
aware of— thou shalt die. Remember, you are as sure of it, one time or other, 
as hell is waiting for you ; and that other impudent scab of a ringsend, or 
townsend, or whatever the devil you call him, if he has not better manners than 
to come out and say that he would drive the road through hell if he was to put 
soldiers ou every yard of it ; but let him take care and warning by this, or if I 
do not mistake he will be in hell before it is finished. Now remember you are 
warned, and we are freed of your murder by giving you timely notice, and if you 
do not stop going on with said road you will meet with the same death that 
others of greater authority, for their villainous deeds, were punished with. 
Remember, you are as sure of it as I send you word, and if you had the Queen’s 
armey round you, by all that is sacred and just, die you must, was 3 to perish 
in the attempt. 

Given under my hand, 

(Signed) Mary Maguire, 

Greene Grove Island. 

I certify that the above is a true copy of the original. 

Sydney Heaslip. 

Posted in Ballinagh on the 27th January, 1847, and received on the 28tli. 



Report of Sub-Inspector Read, dated Newmarket-on-Fergus, January 26, 1847. 

Myles Campbell, an overseer under the Board of Works, employed 
near Meclish, by Mr. O’Driscoll, engineer, called on the 10th instant on Pat 
MNamara, an under-steward, and proposed to write a threatening notice against 
themselves, and to put it on the door of M'Namara’s house, and- then he, Campbell, 
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would bring men from the mountains, break the doors, and swear it was done 
by two other overseers, and that they would then get their situations. 

Campbell was committed for trial at next assizes. 



Lieut Milward to Mr. Walker. 

Donegal, January 26, 1S4/. 

I have the honour to lay before you, for the information of the Board, 
the position of affairs in my district as regards the demand for employment. 

In some districts the demands are now, if possible, more pressing than they 
were some time ago but arising from a different cause. At that time the distress 
was really very great, but it is now to a very great extent relieved, and the 
present applicants for relief are, for the most part, those who do not require it, 
but are anxious to be employed on the Public Works to get, as they say, then- 
share of the money, and, in the mean time, the land is quite neglected. These 
people are more pressing in their demands than the really destitute, and so im- 
portunate, and make out such pitiful stories, that they impose on the Relief 
Committees, and almost compel them to return them as destitute, and the 
Committees are doubly pressing on me, in order to save themselves, and from 
my determination to resist their demands, I am subjected to much annoyance 
and even threats. 

There are some localities in which distress still prevails to a great extent, and 
in these places every exertion is being made to forward the works, hut the outcry 
is greater from places, in my opinion, well provided for the present. There is 
no doubt that destitution is increasing, and that from the high price of pro- 
visions, persons who would be otherwise well off, are approaching a state of 
destitution, but not nearly to so great an extent as the Relief Committees would 
make it appear. 

In one locality (Pettigo), the demand for labour arises from the desire of the 
Relief Committee to have their share of the assessment spent in their distict 
although the destitution does not nearly require it. 



Mr. Hill to Mr. Walker. 

Barony of Bunratty Lower, 
Ennis, January 27, 1847. 

I regret having to inform the Board of the following outrage having- 
occurred in this barony. 

On the night of the 17th instant, two men entered the house where an 
overseer named Patrick Craddick lodged, dragged him from the fire and 
nearly choked him, but he was rescued by two women and a man who were in 
the house ; there are informations sworn against the parties, and a warrant in the 
hands of the police but not yet executed. Craddick has been since threatened 
and obliged to leave the locality. I stopped the works on which he was em- 
ployed. 

On the 25th instant, the labourers on the work No. 142, at Knockaxn, 
threatened a steward named M‘Namara with death, and obliged him to leave 
the work. I have directed it to he stopped. 

On the night of the 25th, a watchman on No. 95, Lisduff hill-cutting, was 
beaten ; this work is also suspended. 

I have directed that the proper notice should be given to the relief officer 
and a list of the men employed on the day of the occurrence should be forwarded 
to him. 
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Mr. IIotham to Mr. Walker. 

Barony of Upper St. Mullins, 
Carlow, January 28, 1847. 

I visited the works in the above-named barony yesterday, and found 
the cultivation of the soil wholly neglected. 

The Committee in this barony are composed of clergymen only, of both 
persuasions, and have compelled me, by repeated remonstrances, to put a 
number on the works, quite out of proportion to the labouring population as 
given in the census of 1841. 

The result I have shown; and in this county it is the only case which lias come 
before me. 

I have given directions that 40 labourers shall be dismissed from the works 
immediately, and when I have ascertained that they have got private employ- 
ment, I propose to dismiss 30 more. 

We find, from experience, that where works are carried on in too great pro- 
fuseness, agriculture is neglected ; for the higher price they are earning from 
the works makes them unwilling to serve with the farmers, and even if the 
farmer, according to the orders of the Board, obtains a labourer from the works, 
the man will seldom or never do anything for him. 

These are the real difficulties which we have to contend with, and as in this 
case I feel sure the Committee will lay their complaint before the Board, with 
the usual statement of starvation, I have written beforehand to put the Board in 
possession of the facts. 



Mr. Barton to Mr. Walker. 

Roosleey, January 28, 1847. 

I beg to inform you, that having found it necessary to dismiss several 
check clerks (timekeepers) and some travelling gangers, in the parish of Yar- 
minbarry, because I thought a less number would suffice, I, yesterday, issued 
an order to that effect. 

Last night a party of men visited and beat severely three persons, one of 
whom, a stranger named Leland, had been discontinued by me a lew days before, 
and was intending to go home to Boyle this day ; this man, I understand, has 
been most severely abused ; the other two, Casserley and Navy, were badly 
used, but not quite so severely as the first. 

In consequence of the above-named outrage, I have judged it necessary to 
stop immediately two works, viz. : — 

No. 47, Whitehall Chapel to the Shannon. 

No. 52, Cuergmayrene Road. 



Lieut. Masterson to Mr. Walker. 

Rathdrum, January 28, 1847. 

I have the honour to inform you, that I have, this morning, received 
great complaints from Mr. Carroll, the assistant engineer of South Ballinacor 
of the way the men are working. He reports, that he is sure “there is some- 
thing very serious going on.” On the Knockanone line of road, although the 
men, till last week, earned always l.s. a-day, and if they chose to work, (as tasks 
are set at a very high price,) they might, by working regularly, earn 15 \d. a-day, 
they have told the overseer they will not work, and the engineer reports, they 
are only earning Ad. a-day. I will therefore be obliged by your informing me, 
what rate they should be paid at. 



Mr. Redington to the Commissioners of Public Works.. 

Dublin Castle, January 29, 1847. 

I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to state, that as great distress will 
necessarily be occasioned by any temporary suspension of Public Works previous 
to the new system of relief being fully organised, his Excellency desires, that 
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in all cases, where from the expenditure of the suras already presented, the 
works in progress have been stopped, you will direct your officers to continue 
employment on those works, while measures are being taken for enabling the 
baronies to make further presentments. 

His Excellency, at the same time, desires, that at any future Presentment 
Sessions, it may be notified to the magistrates and cess-payers by your officers, 
that only such works will be approved as may be calculated to afford employ- 
ment until the alterations in the relief measures shall be sanctioned by Par- 
liament. 



Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Walker. 

District Office, Belturlet, 

January 29, 1847. 

I have to report, for the information of the Commissioners, that on the 
26th instant, about 4 o’clock in the afternoon, Mr. Andrew Hanlon, paymaster 
of this district, was attacked on the public road between Bawnboy and Ballina- 
more, in the townland of Garadice, by a gang of six men, who succeeded in 
taking from him a box containing the pay sheets of the district, and nearly 16 1. 
in silver. 

He was proceeding to Ballinamore in the discharge of his duties, and had 
about 300/. in his possession •, fortunately it was in bank notes, and concealed 
about his person, except the sum above stated. The gang were armed, three 
with pistols and three with bludgeons ; two of them seized the horse, two of 
them the box, and the others presented their pistols at Mr. Hanlon and the 
carman. It appears some reluctance to fire was manifested, the carman en- 
deavoured to free the horse and escape, and a desperate struggle ensued between 
Mr. Hanlon and those who were endeavouring to possess themselves of the 
box, but being overpowered, the gang succeeded in making their escape with 
it into the plantations. The occurrence took place about 300 or 400 yards in a 
straight line from the police barracks at Corduff. Mr. Hanlon has not received 
much personal injury. The box and pay-sheets were found yesterday in the 
plantation at Garradice, and are in the possession of Captain Kelly, magis- 
trate. 

I was most anxious to have forwarded the particulars of this unpleasant 
affair by yesterday’s post, but having heard nothing but vague and contradictory 
reports, and Mr. Hanlon being detained by the magistrate to identify, if possible, 
the parties who committed the robbery, as a strong suspicion is entertained that 
they are persons employed on the works, he did not reach Belturbet until 
three hours after post time. 

The magistrate objected to Mr. Hanlon proceeding to make the payment 
then, as such a strong feeling exists, that the workmen were aware that an 
attack on him was contemplated. I may, however, remark, that neither of us 
had heretofore the least suspicion of violence being intended, no symptom of 
such an intention having been manifested, but kindness and goodwill throughout 
the district generally. 



Captain Farren to Mr. Walker. 

Castlebar , January 30, 1847, 

I beg to state, for the information of the Commissioners, that on Satur- 
day last, the 23rd instant, a cart of whole flour, proceeding from Westport to 
Partry, was robbed at a place called Monalumin near Killawalla, by some of the 
labourers employed on the Public Works on the line of road from Clonee to 
Killawalla, No. 154, barony of Carra. 

James Feeny, the driver of the cart, detailed the circumstances of the case to 
me on the evening of the 25th instant, in presence of one of the magistrates of 
the county, at whose request I deferred taking any steps in the matter until the 
parties could be arrested. 

It appears from Feeny ’s statement that on the day in question, when about a 
mile on the Ballinrobe side of Killawalla, he overtook one of the gangsmen 
[b. w. 2.] F 
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named Tom Gibbons, who asked him. for a bag of meal, and said that if he 
would not give it to him, he would rob the cart when he got help ; accordingly, 
when they came up with the rest of the gang. Gibbons seized the bag and a 
struggle ensued ; three or four of the gang came up to help Gibbons, and the 
bags were taken away; two men, Charles M'Gweely and Pat Kelly, saved the 
remainder of the meal. A gangsman named Michael Gibbons, whom Feeny 
called upon to assist him, refused to do so, and said he was afraid they would 
kill him at night if he did. Several were looking on, who did not assist in the 
robbery, but made no attempt to prevent it. 

One of the parties, Thomas Gibbons, has been brought before the magis- 
trates at petty sessions, and the witnesses bound over to prosecute at the next 
assizes. I proceeded this morning to the spot where the robbery was com- 
mitted, and found that it occurred at a turn of the road near a hill where three 
gangs were working ; and having satisfied myself that these gangs could, if so 
disposed, have prevented the. robbery, (they admitted that the carman had 
asked for help and they refused it through fear,) I conceived it my duty, in 
compliance with the Board’s Circular upon the subject, to direct these three 
gangs to be at once suspended from work. 

It appears that when the police went to arrest Gibbons there were evidences 
of great destitution in his cabin ; no food of any description could be found ; he 
has eight in family, and, as I before remarked, was employed on the Public 
Works. 

As very great distress prevails in this district, I purpose, with the permission 
of the Board, to continue the suspension of the gangs for a limited period only, 
(one of the parties who committed the robbery having been brought to justice,) 
and to remove from the labour list the names of those who took an active part, 
upon proof being obtained to that effect. 

The locality in which the affair occurred: is a wild district, situate in the 
south-western part of the barony of Carra. The lawless character of the 
people renders it extremely difficult to carry on the Public Works in a satis- 
factory manner ; the people are united by secret societies, and they endeavour 
to coerce the overseers and check clerks to their purposes by co min g to their 
lodgings at night, in large numbers, and administering illegal oaths to rate them 
at higher wages whether they work or not, to rate all gangs alike, no half- 
day’s pay, & c. So perfect is the combination that it is quite impossible to obtain 
proof against any ; nobody can be induced to afford information. 

The high roads from Westport to Claremorris and Ballinrobe run through 
this district. The character of the people, coupled -with the robberies which 
have been committed here and in the adjoining barony of Burrishoole, have 
been the means of aggravating the distress in other localities, as well as dis- 
turbing the peace, as carriers from the remote parts are apprehensive of going 
singly to Westport, and wait for an escort, or until a number of other carmen 
can accompany them. The nearest police station is Ballyhean, on the road 
from Castlebar to Ballinrobe, between which and Trurmakeady, on the western 
shore of Lough Mask, there is a wide interval. Another station on the road 
between Westport and Ballinrobe, at Killawalla or another point of the line, 
would be of great service as a preservative of the public peace and a support to 
the under officials engaged on the Public Works in this neighbourhood. 



Lieut.-Col. Jones to Mr. Trevelvan. 

January 30, 1847. 

The accounts from the country continue much the same ; in some parts 
great destitution and distress. I was sorry to learn by a private letter from the 
county of Leitrim that four men died on a road near Mohill yesterday, and the 
writer stated that, on his road to Rooshey, he passed six cabins with a dead 
person m each. Our works are inundated with men y and the Relief Committees 
appear to be powerless as a check upon improper applications. In many places 
they are afraid to refuse them. The Lord Lieutenant has sanctioned our pro- 
ceeding with roads on which the amounts presented have been expended. In 
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short, every man, woman, and child who mn once get employment, consider 
they have a right to continue. The idea or report of the intention of the Board 
to stop ia work creates a feeling of alarm throughout the entire district, and we 
have letters poured in • upon us describing the distress that will attend such a 
proceeding. As to our officers attempting to reduce the numbers upon the 
works, that I believe to be beyond their powers until the new machinery comes 
into play ; and the sooner the better, for you will perceive that our numbers 
have greatly increased as well as our expenditure. 

I enclose you an extract of a letter I received this day from Mr. Griffith, 
who is just now attending some of his valuation courts ; it is interesting as 
showing the extent of land uncultivated in the district through which he 
passed. 



Enclosure. 

Mr. Griffith toLieut*-Col. Jones. 

New Ross, County Wexford, January 29, 1847. 

I have little to say except in regard to the farm work of the country. My route has 
been from Dublin to Kildare and thence by Poftarlington to Tullamore. Between Kildare and 
Tullamore'I did not see a single plough at work or a labourer in the field, but in the neigh- 
bourhood of Gensehill wheat has been sown in the potato land ; in other places, except in the 
lands .held by large farmers, nothing has been done; the potato and oat fields of last year 
are untouched. Yesterday I returned to Kildare, and proceeded from thence by Carlow and 
Bagnalstown to this place (New Ross). In this line, a distance of nearly 60 English miles, 
agricult ure is in full progress, all the potato lands have been sown with wheat, and, for the 
most part, the oat stubbs have been or are being ploughed ; this comprehends the entire valley 
of the river Banow, in no part of which, excepting on the iron granite soil in the neighbour- 
hood of Graig-na-managh, is the country populous, whence the farms as well as the fields are 
large. In the poor district of Graig-na-managh, both on the north and south sides of the 
river Banow, in the counties of Carlow and Kilkenny, the land is bad aud the people poor and 
numerous; here distress prevails and road works, or rather road idleness, and labourers 
may be seen crowded together in each other’s way. I was ashamed of it, and the sooner it is 
over the better ; on my return I must ascertain the names of the works in order to inquire 
why the men were not employed by task in making a new road; crowded as they were men 
•could not earn wages. I dare say we shall be told they are working by task ; as I travelled 
by a public conveyance I could -not stop to inquire. 



Captain Walker to Mr. Walker. 

County of. Longford, Barony of Longford, 
January 30, 1847. 

I regret to be obliged so soon to report a similar outrage to that stated 
in my letter of the 29th December. 

In consequence of great irregularities on project 28, Schedule A, barony 
Longford, Bernard Reily was dismissed by the assistant engineer and W. Dun- 
leary appointed. The enclosed notice was served on Dunloary, and this day- 
given me by the check clerk, to whom he gave them. 

This work is in one of the worst neighbourhoods in this county, and I con- 
sidered it absolutely necessary to suspend the work for the purpose of showing 
them I have the. power. I find two other notices were served in the course of 
this month in the same vicinity ; one the overseer destroyed, and did not report 
until found out by other. means. The other was not reported to me until long 
after it occurred, and as the labourers showed no disposition to annoy the over- 
seer, I did not report it. 

As this project employs above 100 men, it would occasion great distress to 
prolong the suspension beyond a few days; if it meets the approbation of the 
Board I shall put them to work on Thursday, the commencement of the labour 
week. 

P.S. I suspended this work with the concurrence of the engineer in charge. 
Pray return the notices. 



F 2 
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Copt of Notice. 

Dunleary, we give you notice we don’t like to take your life, but stay in your own 
parish, or if you come Monday you will get the death of Brock. Take advice or if you don't, 
Dunleary, we will loose powder and ball by you before this night week. You will cry that ever 
you come here, so stay at home in your own parish. 



Mr. T. Mulvany to Mr. Walker. 

Drainage Office, Richmond Harbour, 
January 31, 1847. 

Is consequence of the outrages which were committed on the works in 
the Dungolman and Rath or Clooneen district, as reported in my letter of the 
29th, I proceeded to Ballymelin early yesterday morning to examine the works 
and inquire into the matter. 

At Buskin, in the Dungolman district, the principal injuries were committed. 
On Wednesday night the watchman was alarmed by hearing a sudden rush 
of water down a portion of the new cut, which had been laid quite dry some 
time ago by me an s of a dam across the upper end, in order to enable the men to 
finish off the sloping, and, on going up near the dam, he saw a party of about 10 
men employed cutting it; and there were two men in advance, armed, with 
guns, who fired towards him, but he does not think with the intention of injuring 
him, as he judges from the nature of the report. The party then proceeded to 
the head dam, about a quarter of a mile higher up, which was a large one, and 
the principal means of enabling us to work at Buskin during the winter ; this 
they cut in several places. The watchman immediately gave information to the 
overseer and ganger, who live at Buskin Bridge, and they proceeded at once to 
the police barrack at Collinghstown, and brought some policemen with them to 
the works, but the party of men had, of course, gone away immediately after 
doing the mischief. There was a very heavy flood at the time in the extensive 
flat reach between Dungolman Hill and Ummera, which was poured down with 
such rapidity and violence after the cutting of the dams as to occasion much 
injury to the slopes of the work, which had just been finished at considerable 
expense; any plank and tools that happened to be lying on the banks were 
either thrown into the cut, or swept away by the first rush of the flood, but have 
all been secured. 

From all I can learn on the subject, and from the workmanlike way in which 
the flams were cut, I have no doubt the mischief was done by some men 
connected with the works. There are some very bad characters in the neigh- 
bourhood, and I believe the intention of the men to be to bully and frighten our 
people into employing them by day at high wages. The men have worked 
exceedingly badly for the last four or five weeks, and have, consequently, made 
very poor wages, although getting fair prices for their work. They appear to 
be acting thus purposely, indeed there can be no doubt about it, and as it will be 
more economical to complete the works in the Buskin division at a later period 
of the year, it will answer our purposes better in every way to discontinue the 
works in this division for the present. I have accordingly had all the tools 
collected and stored. 

The facts of the case were deposed to by the watchman on Thursday morning 
before Mr. St. George Grey, the nearest magistrate. 

The works in the lower division of the Dungolman district are proceeding 
satisfactorily. 

At Rath Bridge, near Newcastle, in the Rath or Clooneen district, attempts 
were made to destroy some of the dams on Thursday night, and all the planks, 
wheelbarrows, and other tools, were thrown into the cut, some of them broken, 
and others carried down the river to the quarry. These tools have all been since 
collected. . The works at Rath had been partially discontinued for some days 
in consequence of the flood, but arrangements had been made for resuming 
work but for this occurrence. I have directed the suspension of all work in 
that division of the Rath or Clooneen district for the present, as there is some 
reason to expect that we shall be able to ascertain who were the perpetrators of 
the outrage in the latter case. 
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Mr. Murray, Manager of the Provincial Bank of Ireland, to Mr. Stickney. 

Dublin, February 1, 1847. 

Silver continues to accumulate rapidly at some places— Cork, Skibbereen, 
Mallow, Youghal, Clonmel, Waterford, and Sligo in particular. We shall 
have to move some of it for want of room to keep it. Our stowage is full. 



Mr. Hill to Mr. Walker. 

Ennis, February 1, 1847. 

With reference to Sir Lucius O’Brien’s letter, I have to report that there 
must be very little inconvenience felt in the way mentioned, as up to this time 
I got but two complaints of the nature. I visited some of the lines lately, and 
on eight miles of roads I observed but one field which could be fairly com- 
plained of. I have also to observe, that the fields the new roads run through 
form a very small portion of the farms of the country, and the inconvenience 
alluded to does not extend beyond the land intersected, yet, not a man is to be 
seen tilling through the whole country, except a few extensive farmers. 

I have also to observe, that I gave early notice to the landholders that no 
damage would be allowed where heaps of broken stones would be laid. In 
several cases these heaps are prepared so badly that in justice they cannot be 
paid for nor drawn. It is their own act to allow them on their land and they 
cannot now in justice complain. 

I have given directions to the assistants that where the formations are not 
forward to admit of permanent fences being made, you will have temporary 
fences made, enclosing all fields from the road necessary to have tilled, and 
remove all heaps of stones that are properly prepared from the fields where 
they are injurious. 



Enclosure. 

Sir Lucius O’Brien to Lieut.-Colonel Jones. 

Dromoland, January 28, 1847. 

I wish to call your attention to the state of many of the new roads in this county, and 
request you will send an order to have the fences put up, and such other changes made 
respecting passages to the work, and placing the heaps of broken stones in such positions as 
shall allow of the tenantry cultivating their fields ancl gardens, which in many places have been 
laid open and are subject to so much trespass, that to attempt to do so, under present 
circumstances, would be ruin. 



Lieut-Colonel Jones to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of Public Works, February 1, 1847. 

I send you an extract from the successor to Captain Wynne, in Clare, 
and as far as zeal, intelligence, and firmness go, I have no doubt of Captain 
Gordon being able to preserve the good order of the district placed under his 
surveillance. I have brought the subject of doing away with task-work under 
the notice of the Lord Lieutenant, who has desired me to wait a few days before 
any change shall be made. I shall not lose sight of it, for the abuses and evils 
are too great to be allowed to continue. Wherever works have been stopped, in 
consequence of misconduct, good has resulted, for the people have taken to farm 
labour. While the price of provisions was high, and the days short, task-work 
was desirable, but the sooner we train off the better. 
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Enclosure. 

Extract from a Letter received from Captain Gordon, 59th Regiment, Inspecting Officer 
in West Clare. 

Ennis, January 30, 1847. 

I must revise the lists for the entire district from end to end, and make the Committees 
revise theirs. In fact, I will have them very nicely made out, provided you think it will (at 
this period) be worth while to make the Committees work properly, and if I commence 
I should like to finish. 

The great disadvantage of these high wages is, that not a farmer can get a man, and they 
are afraid to ask for them. 

I would strongly call your attention to the expediency of issuing a circular, stating that 
where task-work cannot be regularly set and measured it is not to he attempted, and that the 
men must be paid according to the Treasury Minute. If this is not done, I am afraid the 
farmers will not get men. 

I am quite disgusted with the Committees, and there is an air of intimidation through the 
country ; however, be assured I will not give in to one of them. 

Pray look at my journal. I understand in the next, district the men receive as high as Is. 



Commissioners of Public Works to the Lords of the Treasury. 



February ,1847. 

During the month of January the labour roll has continued steadily 
increasing, and it is still far from having absorbed the lists of the Relief Com- 
mittees, although the works are everywhere overcrowded, and the men in con- 
sequence prevented from working efficiently. 

The sums expended and the numbers employed are as follow : — 



Week ending the 9th January 
» *, 16th „ 

» „ 23rd „ 

„ „ 30th „ 



Expenditure. Employment. 

£153,259 475,890 

172,421 517,780 

216,608 569,149 

231,020 571,665 





£. s. 


d. 


74 


154 12 


6 per diem. 


36 


74 2 


■6 


38 


Nil. 




385 


385 0 


0 


2832 


424 0 


o 


6894 


1206 0 


0 


13 


52 0 


0 


132 


43 13 


3 „ 


36 


63 0 


0 


495 


371 8 


0 „ 



The conducting staff has been for the same weeks- 

Number. 

Inspecting Officers .... 

Engineers and County Surveyors j 

Assistant Engineers arid Surveyors 

Check Clerks 

Overseers 

Draftsmen and Clerks 
Dublin . j Clerks' Correspondence 1 
l Clerks Accountants . J 

Pay Inspectors 

Pay Clerks . 

The works now in operation are rapidly falling out, some from want of 
funds, some being complete, and we are very reluctant to begin new works, 

^ en nM abS °f atel5r n “ e ¥ ar y i fully aware that, generally speaking, they 
are of- little value except for the labour they afford. 1 01 

Yet fresh crowds of labourers are daily forced upon them by the -very 
people who are loudest m their condemnation. 

5 e do complain of this but we would submit that, while their compa- 
rative nmtdity is caused by the necessity of confining them to the simplest 
class of labour, and distributing them, for the sake of bringing work almost to 
every man s door ; and while this crowded state, and the constant access of new 
and famished multitudes, renders it difficult to maintain organization at all ; 
ffiie S' 5 ^ Mtbe , one of bl ™c to this Board, to whom it at least is 
v .u rk ls P ro ™led, payments made, and that order is preserved upon 
it is a t “^L the of which will be appreciated when 

it is considered that more than 500,000 men have been thrown out of the 
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employment which confined them to their fields and farms, and banded toge- 
ther instead into regular squads of fifties and twenties, placed in a position of 
all others perhaps the most dangerous to society, and the most liable to be 
tampered with. 

We will not further allude to this subject, being aware that it engages the 
serious attention of those best able to judge of and meet the difficulty. But 
this much was due, in justice to the directing and superintending staff, the 
magnitude of which has been so much commented upon, without, we submit, a 
due consideration of the numbers they control, the haste with which they have 
been brought together, and the circumstances in which they are placed. 

The duties performed by each class, with their relative positions, and the 
connecting links between them, have been from time to time described in our 
monthly reports. 

The. inefficient are gradually replaced by better, but as long as the labour 
roll increases, the directing power must increase with it. 

The 74 inspecting officers have on an average 13 Relief Committees to attend, 
to, and 8000 labourers to distribute among the engineers, with whom they 
communicate. 

The 72 engineers and county surveyors have each 140 working, parties, with, 
on an average, only five assistant engineers: 

The 6894 overseers are distributed among not less than 10,000 working 
parties. 

The 2832 check clerks, under the inspecting officers, move from work to 
work during the day to see that the men are present, and that there are no 
others than those furnished by the Inspecting Officer from the lists of the 
Relief Committees. 

The anxiety and labour increases as it ascends, and in many branches there 
is considerable personal danger. One Inspecting Officer, Lieut. Millward, 
R.A., was openly attacked, and dragged from his car in the streets of Donegal, 
on the 25th of January, while proceeding to his duty, and the most continuous 
daily and nightly toil is too little to accomplish the intense duty required in 
the higher branches. In the Appendix to our several Reports ample proof 
will be found of this, and we are satisfied that if the staff be compared with the 
officers and sub-officers of any organised body, civil or military, its small 
number and inconsiderable expense will be at once apparent. 

Taken in gross there is one director of labour to 80 labourers, and the cost 
of superintendence, from the highest to the lowest, is only 7 per cent. 

In regard to the appointments and the patronage, as it has been called, we 
can only say it has been one of the most difficult part of our duties. Every 
complaint has usually wound up with an application for employment. But the 
appointments have developed much useful ability, which will be required 
under any system of relief, and in the humbler classes of officers- have them- 
selves furnished considerable relief to deserving and suffering individuals. 

During the month of January little has occurred of an unusual character. 
The Relief Committees, pressed themselves by increasing numbers, have pressed 
on us, and we have met their demands to the utmost of our means 

In some places, as in Clare for example, they appear to have thrown up all 
control, and to have placed nearly the whole population on their lists without 
discrimination. 

When works have, from; the increased numbers, fallen out before others 
could be provided, new sessions have been called, and his Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant has in such cases allowed the works to be continued in anticipation' 
of the-presentments. 

The character of these works will be found to vary Very much in different 
counties'; many new roads of much utility have been, constructed;, and such- 
works are ultimately reproductive,, and will be highly beneficial, not only to 
the districts themselves, but to the public generally. In the better cultivated' 
and more populous parts of the country the communications have- been, for the 
present injured/and many roads rendered nearly impassable, while, from the 
crowded and confused nature of the labour, the original estimates have been 
expended without proportionate results. The completion of. these works, 
however, will still furnish useful employment for a considerable number of 
labourers. 



See page 23. 
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The attacks on pay clerks have continued, but we have, as far as possible, 
persevered in the effort to carry the money to the men, as a less evil than 
bringing the men to the money ; the congregation of large numbers in towns 
being fraught with danger. Indeed, when the amount paid daily is considered, 
when every day nearly 50,000/. is actually on the roads, in process of transport 
from party to party, it must be rather matter of surprise that so few robberies 
have taken place, and so little loss has occurred. Our payments are now 
become regular, and are seldom in arrear, which is highly creditable to the 
vigilance of the inspectors and to the activity of the pay clerks. To the credit 
of the latter, it is gratifying to record, that there has been as yet no single 
instance of malversation or defalcation. 

In consequence of the attacks, it has been found necessary to provide escorts. 
We have on every occasion experienced the most cordial assistance from the 
constabulary, and we have authorised the attendance of an armed civilian when 
escorts could not be procured ; indeed, from all the public departments we 
have met the fullest support and co-operation. 

The want of tillage, and cessation of farm labour, are still dwelt on, in many 
of the reports from our Inspecting Officers. This evil will probably be, to 
some extent, inseparable from any system of relief ; at present it is no doubt 
due to the temptation of money wages, and it is worthy of notice that, while 
one deputation comes to us to complain of the low rate of wages, scarcely, as 
they say, above the level of starvation, another follows perhaps the same day 
to represent the ruin which is brought on agriculture by the temptation of the 
Public Works. 

In regard to the Drainage Presentments under Mr. Labouchere’s letter, we 
have to report that, during the month of January, presentments for repro- 
ductive works have been made in 54- baronies, which, in addition to the 68 
mentioned in our last report, makes a total of 122 baronies in which drainage 
presentments have been, or will be immediately commenced. 

The following table gives the number of baronies in which the presentments 
have been made arranged in provinces. 



Province. 


Number 

of 

Baronies. 


Amount Presented. 

' 


Amount Sanctioned 
Operation. 






£. j. 


d. 


£. s. d. 


Ulster . . 


27 


132,305 12 


4 


40,577 17 6 


Leinster . 


60 


121,629 4 


8 


33, 93S 6 10 


Munster 


24 


81,529 17 


7 


23,425 3 4 


Connaught . 


11 


33,802 6 


8 


11,471 4 10 




122 


369,267 1 


3 


109,412 12 6 



It is our anxious wish that the Drainage Presentments, being works to be 
paid for by the voluntary undertaking of individuals, should be carried out in 
an economical manner, and we are happy to say, excepting in a few cases, that 
our object has been attained, and the work has been executed at a fair rate. 

In some localities, particularly at Patrick’s Well, in the county of Limerick, 
a number of men having been forced upon the drainage works, owing to defi- 
ciency of employment on the roads, some irregularity took place, and fair value 
was not given for the sum expended. And in others the labourers, anxious for 
day s work, neglected their tasks, but, on the whole, the drainage task works 
have been well executed, at prices which enabled the willing labourer to earn 
from 1.9. to Is. 3d. per day. It is to be observed that the drainage presentment 
works have been carried out by an establishment newly created, and, as few 
professional drainage engineers could be obtained, the conductors of the works 
have been selected from among a class of young gentlemen, who within the 
last few yearn have studied farming as a profession, and who have been pupils 
m several of the principal farming establishments of Scotland and England, 
and who, among other branches, have studied and practised scientific draining 
according to the modern system; and we are happy in being able to state that 
a sufficient number of persons, duly qualified, have offered their services, and, 
m consequence, we found no difficulty in forming our establishment, which, on 
tne whole, is working m a satisfactory manner. 
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The recent decision of your Lordships on the Waterford and Limerick 
Railway, will enable us to proceed with the earth-works of that line, as soon as 
we receive from the secretary and solicitor of the company, with whom we are 
in communication for the purpose, the detailed map and the schedules of 
assents from the proprietors, lessees, and occupiers. 

We append to this Report an abstract of the principal outrages which have F., P so. 
occurred, and we think they will be considered very few indeed, when all the 
circumstances and temptations are considered ; this is highly creditable to the 
people, to whose exemplary patience, fortitude and resignation we have before 
borne testimony. But we cannot close our Report without also adverting to the 
conduct of our Inspecting Officers, indeed officers of every grade, who, from 
the highest to the lowest, have exerted themselves in their respective capacities 
to maintain subordination. They have felt the pressure, and suffered from the 
distressing nature of their tasks ; but they have also felt that the public eye was 
upon them, that they were armed with powers, and entrusted with discretion, 
which demanded moderation and temper. Outrage or intimidation was 
promptly followed by suspension or stoppage of the works, till the people saw 
the injury fell upon themselves in the long run. 

This power, to possess its full effect, required to be exercised promptly, and 
it was necessary to devolve it on the local officers. It has had the fullest effect, 
and has no where been exercised without full occasion. 

And, among the various classes of our assistants, we would especially mention 
the small party of Royal Sappers and Miners. They have been distributed in 
the counties of Roscommon, Mayo, and Limerick, from the officers in each of 
which, we have received the most gratifying reports of their efficiency and 
ability. 

They were accustomed to obey, and they have made themselves obeyed. 

Frequently, in circumstances of much delicacy and difficulty, they have 
shown a readiness of resource highly to their credit, and when they shortly 
return to their corps we shall request from your Lordships a commendatory 
testimony to their conduct for the Master-General of the Ordnance. 

In Dublin, also, the labour has been of no ordinary character, but the divi- 
sion of our duties into departments, prescribed by your Lordships, has been 
highly beneficial. The magnitude of the relief operations in the country 
required of course an equally sudden and extensive augmentation at Head 
Quarters. The rapid examination of the numerous schedules from Presentment 
Sessions, each of the projects having to be considered ; first, as to its relative 
necessity for relief, with other projects ; then as to its engineering advantages or 
disadvantages ; the investigation of the conflicting individual interests benefited 
or injured, of which every one acquainted with Ireland will appreciate the 
difficulty. The engineers, surveyors, overseers, and a due supply of tools to be 
provided as rapidly as possible, frequently with every exertion very ill pro- 
vided. 

The correspondence alone growing out of this single branch of the Relief 
Works, viz., that relating to schedules, is of immense magnitude. 

Finally, the furnishing of funds, arrangements with banks, supply of silver, 
organization, and inspection of pay clerks and payments, with the preparation 
and examination of vouchers and pay sheets, for the mixed task and daily 
labour of half a million of men, paid ■weekly. Those who have paid working 
parties of hundreds, or of thousands, on ordinary service, will feel the magni- 
tude of this task, on which it is not necessary to dilate; the statement of 
numbers is sufficient. These unusual and uncertain labours have, of course, set 
all regular hours at defiance ; the night, as well as the day, has been cheerfully 
given by all. 

Drainage. 

(Acts 5 and 6 Vic., c. 89 ; 8 and 9 Vic., c. 69 ; and 9 Vic-., c. 4.) 



Number of applications for drainage : — 

Works received up to the 31st January, 1847 . . 468 

Number received up to the 31st December, 1846 . 372 

Showing the applications during January to be. . 96 

[b. w. 2.] G 
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Of this number, 85 are for thorough drainage to an extent of 112,000 acres, 
the reports on which are being made or completed, and for loans to provide 
the necessary funds for some of which the sanction of the Treasury has been 
obtained ; the remaining 1 1 applications are for river drainage, the surveys of 
which are in progress. 

Some of the parties applying for thorough drainage have expressed their 
desire to have their applications postponed until the details of the new law 
shall be known. The examinations and reports, however, are being made, so 
that no delay may arise under whatever form it may determine to proceed with 
the works. 

The employment on river drainage during the month has increased in refer- 
ence to the preceding month, as may be seen by the following abstract for the 
last five months : — 



September, 40 districts ; expenditure, £13,227 . . 4,939 
October, 48 „ „ 19,587 . . 7,783 

November, 48 „ „ 18,461 . . 5,888 

December, 59 „ - „ 16,717 . . 4,822 

January, 68 „ „ 18,000 . . 5,540 



Whenever the weather permitted the number of men employed have been 
increased, but the frequent interruptions caused by floods occasionally dimi- 
nished the number, and compelled many to seek employment on the Relief 
Works; and though the disposition manifested by the labourers has been good 
in general, yet the frequent interruption by floods has been injurious to their 
steady perseverance in the execution of task-work, which, by diminishing their 
earnings and, as a consequence, reducing their physical powers to a considerable 
extent, disqualified them for the effective execution of the work. 



Piers and Harbours. 

During the month of January, meetings have been held and the projects 
unanimously assented to for the works at — 

Slade, 

Mount Charles, 

Ballycotton, 

Annalong, 

Bunowen. 



The final notices issued and tenders called for, but in every instance, except 
Courtown Harbour, for which the Commissioners have accepted the tender of 
Messrs. Mitchell and Son, for the construction of a screw pile pier, the offers 
lw.ve been either too high, or were sent in by persons not qualified to undertake 
the execution of such works; many being in exposed places requiring great 
skill and knowledge, with very considerable experience, to ensure their being 
conducted with success. 

. have recommended, and your Lordships were pleased to sanction pro- 
visionally, the construction of piers at Buntrahen, Ballinacourty, and Clogher- 
head, and no time will be lost in forwarding these projects. 

Your Lordships have also been pleased to grant additional sums as recom- 
mended by us for Roigh Pier and Cape Clear ; those works are being pro- 
ceeded with. ° 1 

Having received accounts of the damage done to Ardglass Harbour, county 
Down, by the stormy weather which has prevailed for some past, we directed . 
our engineer, Mr. B. D. Gibbons, to inspect and report upon the same, and 
acting upon his advice have suspended operations for the present; first securing, 

^ g “rtSvX“ whioh has been carried on durins the ™ ter 

Shannon Navigation. 

? e riv ( er Shannon are progressing much the same as pre- 
weSr ? d ' * ? ntract0 ™ deferring their efforts until more favourable 
weather and longer days enable them to carry on the various projects with 
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advantage and success ; tlie dredging of the shoals and the dressing of stones 
for the locks and bridges are being proceeded with. 

The bridge at Carrick-on-Shannon is nearly completed, and will be shortly 
opened for public use. 

The number of persons employed on the Shannon works will be found in 
the Appendix. 

Fisheries. 

It was hoped that ere this some addition might have been made to the scanty 
means of subsistence of the inhabitants of. the coasts, by the operation of the 
three fish-curing stations established in the west of Ireland. From reports 
made to us, however, it appears that several reasons have combined to retard 
this result. The weather has been unfavourable, whilst the fishermen them- 
selves, weakened in body from want of food, are still more reluctant from 
this cause to undergo the increased exertion which severe weather unavoid- 
ably requires ; and which, from the wretched nature of their equipments, is 
inevitable. 

Reports, however, which will be found in our Appendix, have commenced 
to hold out some prospects of success. The Board’s Inspector, Mr. Ffennell, 
speaks most favourably of the fishermen at Belmullet, who are making pre- 
parations and anxious to begin. At Killybegs, another station, some fish have 
been taken, which were sold from the boat at fair prices ; and a further report 
states, that the agent there had purchased one lot, upon which he had com- 
menced the operation of curing. 

In conclusion, we can only say that we shall hail with joy any change in the 
system of relief which may prove satisfactory to the country, and restore us to 
our legitimate capacity, as Commissioners of Public Works, and therefore large 
employers of labour, in which we shall endeavour to devise and create as many 
really useful works as can be found to afford occupation, till the people can 
again be absorbed into their natural channels, but unembarrassed by the necessity 
of employing the weak and infirm, and destitute, merely for employment sake, 
with very little reference to the work they do. 



G 2 



H., p. 70. 
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APPENDIX. 

(A.) 

Sir, Wexford, February 1 , 1847. 

I beg to state for the information of the Commissioners that, in obedience to their 
orders, conveyed in your letter of the 27th ult., requiring me to proceed to this place for the 
purpose of inquiring into and reporting certain allegations, to the effect that great irregularities 
had taken place in the Public Works in the neighbourhood of Enniscorthy, in respect of 
labourers not commencing work until a late hour, and working only four hours and a-half in 
the day ; of farmers holding 20 acres of land being, with their horses, employed on the Relief 
"Works, all of which appeared in the “ Times” newspaper of the 23rd ult., I arrived here on 
the 28th, and put myself in communication with Mr. Farrell, the county surveyor. 

Captain Dyer, the inspecting officer, was then absent on duty in the northern part of the 
county ; I therefore was without the advantage of seeing him until to-day. 

The work alluded to in the anonymous letter in the “ Times ” is not particularized ; but in 
the opinion of Mr. Farrell and others acquainted with the locality, it was the new line of road 
from Enniscorthy to Kiltealy now in process of formation. Accordingly I visited this road on 
the 29th, accompanied by Mr. Farrell. 

I made particular inquiries as to the allegations contained in the following paragraph : — 
“ They (the labourers) commence work at 9 a. m., give up for dinner at 11 a. m., resume at 
1 p. m., and are dismissed at half-past 3 P. M., thus working but four hours and a-half per 
day.” And so far as this work is concerned the statement is untrue. Instead of there being 
anything to censure there was much to praise. I ascertained from the labourers, overseers, and 
assistant engineers, whose statements entirely agreed, that the men came to work at daylight, 
had but one hour during the day for their single meal, and only remitted their labours when it 
was too dark to carry them on. 

Reference to the accompanying document will show the rate of wages and other particulars 
relating to this work, marked No. I on Schedule, as well as to Nos. 5, 28, 29, 30, and 32. 

The wages on this work, ranging from Is. 2d. to Is. Id., are certainly above the general 
average throughout the country ; but, on the other hand, they have been honestly earned. 
The principle of task-work has been acted upon, and the labourers have given a fair day’s 
work for a fair day’s wages. 

I am happy to add that the road in question will be highly useful, as it will open out a con- 
siderable mountain district, and afford a direct communication to the lime districts of the county 
Carlow. There is no lime found in the neighbourhood of Enniscorthy, where it is much re- 
quired for agricultural purposes. This line of road will supply what has hitherto been a great 
deficiency. 

With respect to the allegation in the paragraph, “ The employment may be called a family 
affair, as the 100 people do not belong to more than 30 families, and of these many are of 
farmers holding 20 acres of land, &c.,” I have this day questioned Captain Dyer, the 
inspecting officer. He stated distinctly that he believes such to be untrue. From the inquiries 
he is in the habit of making, he is quite sure that if such abuses existed he could not but be 
aware of them. 

But though the allegations referred to are not at all applicable to the Enniscorthy and 
Kiltealy road, which, as I have already stated, is the road supposed to be alluded to, I regret 
to state that so much as relates to irregularities respecting hours of attendance was applicable 
to another work, called the Neville Hill cutting, No. 32 on the Schedule, 
in y i f i,e , d P^ ace on 30th; it was noon; all the men were off work, having left it at 
10 o clock to go into Enniscorthy to receive their pay. I inquired why they were not paid on 

. ff 011 . ‘ .7 was tcdd ^hat such had been the custom ; the labourers were permitted by a 
neighbouring farmer to go into one of his meadows by the road-side for that purpose, but they 
stole his fowls, and he would no longer allow them on the premises. Afterwards they were 
permitted to go into the town at their dinner hour, when the pay-clerk usually met them. But 
on the day I was there they had all gone at 10 o’clock ; and at half-past 12, when I quitted 
the work, but few of them had returned. It appeared that the pay-clerk could not settle with 
afternoon 6 m ° rmUg ’ the pay sheets not having been completed; but they were all paid in the 

I found that these labourers were by far the most unruly and irregular in the county. They 
consisted chiefly, if not entirely, of destitute artisans from the town, wholly unaccustomed to 
field labour, and fully impressed with the notion that they were to be paid in ratio to their 
wants, and not in ratio to their labour. They were for the most part thrust upon the work at 
its commencement, the 11th of January, by the Relief Committee of Enniscorthy, without 

, . ,\ in most lrre o u ^ ar manner. The work was overcrowded with men ; insubordination 
and idleness was the natural result; and Mr. Hill, the assistant engineer, though anxious to 
per orm his duties, was quite unequal to the emergency. He was incapable of controlling 

em. In these circumstances which continued through a week, Mr. Farrell found it neces- 
Sar i\'r t °A UperSe ^ e ^ r * and sencl another assistant to the work. 

Mr. Cowman chosen for this purpose, fully justified the confidence placed in him. He took 
charge on the loth, and explained to the labourers the principle of task-work, from which 
nothing wouM induce him to deviate. This was repugnant to them ; a riot was on the point 
™ \ Mr ' Co ' v T n WaS firm ’ They threatened to take his life if ho attempted to 
m k ‘ mP® took . one « nd of the measuring tape himself, and ordered the overseer 

to take me other 1 hey continued -their threats and imprecations, but Mr. Cowman completed 

his measurements, and returned them for the small sum of Id. per day. 1 
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I beg to draw the attention of the Commissioners to Mr. Cowman’s conduct on this occa- 
sion ; they will remember the historical character of an Enniscorthy mob, and they will appre- 
ciate the determination of an individual who knew them, defied them, and, single handed, 
controlled them. The ensuing week the labourers worked better. 

I beg most respectfully to recommend this valuable and assiduous officer to the favourable 
consideration of the Board. 

On the whole, therefore, I have to report that the allegations contained in the "Times” 
are untrue, inasmuch as where the labourers were well paid they earned their wages fairly ; 
and where irregularities took place they earned but little money. 

I have alluded to the. Enniscorthy Relief Committee having sent a number pf persons to the 
Neville Hill road, and the .sub-engineer, Mr. Hill, having employed them, without having 
received the sanction of the inspecting officer. I have reason to believe .that the inspecting 
officer, Captain Dyer, has not succeeded in disabusing their minds in this respect; I, therefore, 
beg to suggest that a public letter be written to Captain Dyer, desiring him on no account to 
permit a recurrence of such irregularity, and also to make this Committee comprehend that 
their powers do not extend to controlling or interfering with the progress of the Public Works, 
or the persons employed thereon in any way. 

I have, &c., 

J. C. Walker, Esq., D. O’Brien. 

£ c - i* c - 

Sir, Wexford, February 1, 1847. 

In compliance with the request contained in your letter of the 29th ult., I have had 
the accompanying table drawn gut, which sets forth all you require, with the exception of the 
“ hour at which, the people come and leave the works.” On this point I beg to inform you 
that with reference to one work only, “ Cutting at Neville’s Hill,” have I been able to dis- 
cover irregularity, and here there may be some reason for the complaint, the investigation of 
which is your object. I shall not enter into details further than to say, that except on this 
work the labour has been from day-light to dark, with one hour allowed for meals. 

As you will have every evidence afforded you that you may require, it is unnecessary to occupy 
you further. 

The irregularities complained of I had remedied as soon as discovered, and you will find 
that now and for some time past there have been grounds for satisfaction rather than for 
censure. 

I have, &c. 

Capt, O'Brien, General Inspector, (Signed) James R. Farrell. 

|-c. . |-c. . - ^ 

Report on Works, in compliance with Captain O’Brien’s Letter of the 29th of January, 
1847. 



Barony of Scaraivalsh, from 24th December to 7th January, 1847. 



Number of 
Work 

on Schedule. 


Name of Work. 


Average 
N umber of 
Men employed 


Average 
Rate of Waives 
earned daily. 


Number of 
Horses employed 


Average 
Rate of Pay 
earned daily by 


1 


Enniscorthy and Kil- 
tealy line of road. 


1100 


From Is. 2d. 
to ls.ld. 


100 


2s. 


5 


Lowering Cookmau’s 
Hill. ' * ‘ 


37 


Is. 3d. 


2 


2s. 2d. 




Barony of Ballagkeen, \ 


from 24th December to 7th January, 1847. 


Number of 1 
Work . | 
on Schedule. 


Name of \york. 


Average 
N umber of 
Men employed 
daily. 


Average 
Rate of Wages 
earned daily. 


Average 
Number of 
Horses employed! 
daily. 


Average 
Rate of Pay 
earned daily by. 
Horses. 


28 


Schielswell Lane 


25 


From lOd. to 
Is. 3d. 






29 


Templeshannon foot- 
path. 


12 


From Is. to 
Is. 2d. 


• * * • 




30 


Not commenced . 




• * 






32 


Cutting Neville’s Hill 


100 


From Is. Id. 
to Is. 3d. 




* * 
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Presentments and Recommendations pursuant to Mr. Labouchere’s Letter, from the 9th Jan. to the 4th Peb u 



Counties and Baronies. Counties and Baronies. I Nu ™ ber « 



PROVINCE OF LEINSTER. 



Carlow . 

Forth . 

Idrone, East 
Idrone, West . 
Rathvilly . 

St Mullins, Upper 
St. Mullins, Lower 



d . No. £. a. 



. . . Ardagh 

. . . . Granard . 

. . . Longford . 

. . . Moydow . 

14 1,294 2 6 Rathcline. 

. Shrule 

1 264 0 0 



Ardee . . - 

Dundalk, Lower 
Dundalk, Upper 
Ferrard . 
Louth . . 



Meath. 

320 0 0 n T 

Deece, Lower 



i,000 0 0 10 



Deece, Upper 
Duleek, Lower 
Duleek, Upper . 
Dunboyne 
Fore .... 
Kells, Lower . 
Kells, Upper . 
Lune .... 
Morgallion 
Moyfenrath, Lower 
Moyfenrath, Upper 
Navan, Lower 
Navan, Upper 
Ratoath . 

Skreen . *. 
Slane, Lower . 

S lane. Upper. 



Ballyadams . 
Clandonagh . 
Clarmallagh . 
Cullenagh 
Maryborough, East 
Maryborough, West 
Portnahinch . 
Slievemargy . . 

Stradbally 
Tinnahinch . . 



’ 210 0 0 Upperwoods . 

i j7,172 14 7* 



46 j6,403 11 11 



• . 40 3,357 17 2 

■ - 32 2,469 13 6 

',386 2 11 28 3,625 8 0 



Westmeath. 
Brawny . 

Clonlonan 
Corkaree . 

Delvin 

Farbill . . . 

Furtullagh 
Pore .... 
Kilkenny, West . 
Moyashel and Maghe 
radernon. 
Moycashel 
Moygoish . 
Rathconrath . 



11 1,006 4 0 



Wexford. 

17 10 Ballaghkeen . 

• Bantry 

31 6 Bargy 

7 9 Forth. . . 

• Gorey . 

• Scarawalsh 

6 6 Shelburne 



7 1,402 18 
32 2,789 0 



12 1,156 6 
40 5,105 i: 
30 3,585 15 
23 2,533 13 



19 3,591 8 
18 946 13 



6 1,340 0 
11 1,710 13 



9 273 3 

1 200 0 
17 1,035 0 
25 1,552 15 
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Presentments and Recommendations under Mr. Labouchere’s Letter, 8 tc .—continued. 



iounties and Baronios. 


N™ 


jer and Amount 
Presented. 


Number and Amount 
Recommended. 


Counties and Baronies. 


Number and Amount 
Presented. 


Number and Amount 
Recommended. 


Ibxford — continued. 


No. 


£. s. d. 


No. 


£. s. d. 


Wjcklow — continued. 


No. 


£. d. 


No. 


£. 4. d. 


fhelmaliere, East 






16 


1,125 18 0 


Ballinacor, South . 










ibelmaliere, West 






12 


1,480 0 0 


Newcastle 










Wicklow. 
(iklow .... 






4 


1,005 0 0 


Rathdown 

Shillelagh. 

Talbotstown, Lower . 


13 


968 13 3 






lallinacor, North 












Talbot 8 town, Upper . 






" 





PROVINCE OP MUNSTER. 



Clare. 
Bunratty, Lower 
fonratty, Upper 
iurren 

|londeralaw . 
lorcomroc 
|brickan . 
ichiquin . 
fluids 
Moyarta . 
frulln, Lower . 
Sulla, Upper . 

Cork. 



lantry 
farretts . 

(anymore 
(ear . 
lafbcrry, East, E. D. 
’arberry, East, W.D. 
Jarberry, West, E. D. 
Jarberry, West, W.D. 
Jondons and Clan- 
gibbon. 
jCork . . 

iCourccys . 
luhallow . 



(ermoy . 
bane and Barryroe 
nokilly . 
errycurrihy . 
inalea . 
Einalmeaky . 
jnnatalloon . 
jnsale • 
duakerry, East 
luskerry, West 
)rrery and Kilmorc 

!ork, City of 
Kerry. 

gClanmaurice . , 

rCorknguiny . 
tounkerron, North 
||junkerron, South 
gj&lenarought . 
Braghticonnor 



11,491 19 GJ 



Kb r ry — continued. 



G,063 0 
7,515 11 10J| 



2,432 11 4£ 



Iveragh . 
Magunihy 
Trughanacmy . 



Limerick. 

Cl an william . 
Connello, Ijower . 
Connello, Upper . 
Coonagh . 

Coshlea . 

C'oshma . 
Gleuquin . . . 

Kenry 

Kilmalloch, Lib. of 
Owneybeg . 
Pubblebricn . 
Shanid 

Small County . 
Limerick City . 



3,718 14 1 



4,439 8 9 



TlPrERARY. 
Clanwilliam . 
Eliogarty . 

Iffa and Offa, East 
Iffa and OfFa, West 
Ikerrin 

Kilnamanagh, Lower 
Kilnamanagh, Upper 
Middlethird . 
Ormond, Lower 
Ormond, Upper 
Owney and Am 
Slievardagli . 

Waterford. 
Coshmore and Cosh- 
bride. 

Decies within Drum . 
Decies without Drum 
Gaultiere . 

Glenahiry 
Middlethird ... 
TJppertbird ... 

Waterford City 



7,291 



3,603 10 



[8,320 0 
14 ,928 16 



12,288 

17,873 



5 

784 14 



18,449 13 0 
1 12,628 

|l9,729 14 0 

10,162 0 0 



8,038 16 0 
1,390 0 0 
[3 , 400 0 0 



13,042 0 
|6 ,334 0 
1,974 11 

3,442 0 
,2,288 5 
410 0 
1,418 0 



3,905 10 0 
1,390 0 0 
1,438 4 0 



PROVINCE OF ULSTER. 



Antrim, Lower 
'ntrim, Upper 
lelfast, Lower 
ielfast, Upper 
s ,Jary . . . 

PDunluce, Lower 
?®unluce, Upper 
Klfenann, Lower 
Bfilenarm, Upper 



1,878 17 0 
12,786 14 0 



Antrim — continued. 
Kilconway 

Mossereene, Lower . 
Massereene, Upper . 
Toome, Lower 
Toome, Upper- . . 

Belfast Town . 

Carrickfbrgcs . 



[1,010 0 0 

440 0 0 
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Presentments and Recommendations pursuant to Mr. Labouchere’s Letter, &c. — continued. 



Number and Amount Number and Amount _ , _ Number and Amount Number and 

ironies. Presented. Recommended. Counties and Baronies. Presented. Recomme. 



Armagh . 
Fews, Lower . 
Fews, Upper . 
Oneilland, East 
Oneilland, West 
Orior, Lower . 
Orior, Upper . 
Tiranny . . 



Casllerahan . 
Clankee . 
Clanmahon . . 

Lough tee. Lower 
Longhtee, Upper 
Tullygarvey . . 

Tullyhaw . . . 

Tullyhunco . 



. 2 650 0 0 Clanawley 

. . . . Clankelly . 

. . . . . Coole .... 

. • • . Knockninny . 

. • • . . • Lurg .... 

. . . . Magheraboy . 

IS 9^ 5 1,03S 14 0 Magherostephana 

4 823 12 6 Tirkermedy . . 

Lonuonderry. 



0 0 Co]eraine .... 56 6,127 7.3 

. Coleraine, N. E. Lib. 59, 2,353 17 . 6 

. of. 

. Keenaght .... . 71. 2,879 19 9 

. Londonderry, ,N- W. . .. ... 

. Lib. of. 

. Loughinsholiu .... . . 

Tirkeeran ... 



Banagh . 
Boylagh . 
Inishowen 
Kilmacrenan . 
Raphoe . 
Tirhugh . 



■ • . Cremorne 

• • . Dai tree . 

22 4,388 16 2 Farney 



16 1,940 1 
22 2,152 
5 933 



Ards .... 
Castlereagh, Lower 
Castiereagh, Upper 
Dufferin . 

Iveagh, Lower . 
Iveagh, Upper 
Kinelarty . 

Lecale . 

Lordship of Newry 
Mourne , . 



Clogher . 
Dungannon, Upper 
Dungannon, Middle 
Dungannon, Lower 
Omagh, East . 
Omagh, West 
Strabane, Upper . 
Strabane, Lower . 



PROVINCE OF CONNAUGHT. 

Mayo. 

• Burrishoole . 

• • • • Carra .... 

• Clanmorris . . 

• • ■ Costello . 

• • • Erris .... 

2 650 0 0 'Gallen . . . 

2 524 5 0 Kihnaine . 

• • • Murrisk . 

• • • Tirawley . .‘ . 

5 462 5 0 ■ Roscommon. 

Athloue . . . 

. . * Ballintober, North 

. . _ Ballintober, South 

Ballymoe . . . 

| Boyle .... 

0 22 3,803 IS 0 Castlereagh . . 

. . . Frenchpark . . 

Moycarn . 

, , Roscommon . 



Carbury 

Coolavin 

. Corran. 

37 4,631 4 10 Leyny 

• • • • Tireragh 

• • • Tirerill 







114 


22,552 






26 


4,081 1! 






85 


9,663 if 






68 


11,752 l 1 






8 


2,750 0 






101 


12,552 2 






11 


1,580 0 


' 49 


19,358 'o’ 0 










29 


6,881 0, 


64 


9,372 0 0 


25 


3,622 6 






42 


3,745 17 


1934|245,301 2 1 


2627|331,710 H 
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pBNTMENTS and Ukcommrndations pursuant, to the Act 9ih aud 10th Vic., 
4 tli of February, 1847. 

a0 ,i Buronioa. I Number ami 'Amount I Number ami Amount if * 4 . , _ . 



cap. , from the 9th of January to the 



Number and Amount Number and Amount 
Presented. Recommended. 



PROVINCE OF LEINSTER. 



flow • • ■ 

rth . . • • 

one, East . 
one, West . 
ilivilly . • 

Mullins, Upper 
■ Mullins, Lower 



llrothery, East . 
Irotliery, West 
jtlcnock • 
block . . 

iblin 

IliercrosB . 
wcnatle 
itlidown 
ipercroaa . 



Kildarh. 
bury . 



• • • | Ardftirh 

is 1,000 0 0, (Snmaril 



Ardee . 

Dundalk, Lower 
Dundalk, Upper 
Ferrnrd . 
Louth 
Drogheda . 



800 0 0 Dceee, Lower 
Deecc, Upper 

. . Dnleek, Lower . 

Duleck, Upper . 

Dunboync . . 

Fore . ... 

. . Kills, Lower . 

485 II G Kells, Upper . . 

. . Lane .... 

. . Morgallion 

400 0 0 Moyfenrnlh, Lower 



•• • 5 1,000 0 Oi Moyfenrath, Upper 

10 1,524 0 0 19 1,524 0 0 Navan, Lower" . 
10 000 0 0.. . Navnn, Upper 

30 2,231 18 11 18 1,052 1,8 2 Ratoath . . . 

• ■ - . • . Skreen . . . 



Slavic, Lower . 
Slavic, Upper . 



Ballyadams . 

. . Clandonngli . 

112 0 0 Clnrmullftgh . 

. . Cullenagli 

. . Maryborough, East 

. . Maryborough, W cst 

525 3 0 Portnahincli . 

. . Slicvemargy . 

. . Stradbally 

352 0 0, Tmnahinch . . 

218 10 6. Uppcrwoods . 



Brawny .... 
.. . Clonlonan. 

. Corkurec .... 

3 110 0 0 Delvin . . . . 

1 250 0 0 Farbill . . . . 

. . Fartullngh 

. . . Fore 

18 1 ,254 0 0 Kilkenny, West . 

. . . Moyashcl and Mag- 

. . . heradernon. 

. . . Mnycashel 

. . . Moygoish .... 

. . . . Rathconrath . 



No. 


£. s. d. 


No. 


36 


3,138 0 0 


90 






6 






18 






3 


29 


4,280 0 0 


1 


6 


9,800 0 0 








25 


4 


500 0 0 








3 






2 


11 


2,655 0 


11 






2 


9 


1,110 0 0 


4 






6 






2 


25 


2,830 0 0 


13 






9 


3 


. . 

310 0 0 




49 


3,G5l 0 0 


46 


49 


1,815 12 0 





340 0 0 

1,220 'o 0 



9 1,310 0 0 



3,430 0 0 

H 
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Presentments and Recommendations pursuant to the Act 9th and 10th Vic. — continued. 



Counties aud Baronies. 


Number and Amount 
Presented. 


Number and Amount 
Recommended. 


Counties and Baronies. 


Number and Amount 
Presented. 


Number and 
Recommend^! 


Wexford. 
Ballaghkeen . 


No. 


£. s. d. 


No. 


£. s. d. 


Wicklow. 

Arklow .... 


No. 


£. s. d. 


No. 


s. i 


Bantrv .... 










Ballinacor, North 


12 


1,453 8 0 


1 


200 'o 


Bargy .... 










Ballinacor, South 


5 


1,045 0 0 


5 


Forth 










Newcastle 


15 


832 0 0 


15 




Gorey .... 






2 


80 0 0 


Rnthdown 










Scarawalsh 






I 


1,000 0 0 


Shillelagh 










Shelburne 




















Shelmaliere, East . 
Shelmaliere, West 










Talbots town, Upper . 


16 


1,491 0 0 


16 


1,491 0 





PROVINCE OF MUNSTER. 



Clare. 


















Bunrattv, Lower . 










94 


17,972 


8 


J 


Bunratlv, Upper . 


154 


44,531 


0 


0 


10 


2,425 


7 




Burren .... 


37 


24,300 


0 


0 


10 








Clonderalaw . 




. 






.. 








Corcomroe 


83 


35,348 


0 


0 


59 


13,220 




0 


Ibrickan .... 


73 


29,516 


0 


0 


96 


25,581 






In chi quin 


















Islands .... 










56 


8,115 






Moyarta .... 










5 


1,676 


0 




Tulla, Lower . 










72 


11,997 






Tulla, Upper . 


198 


74,531 


is 


0 


60 


22,883 


0 


0 


Cork. 


















Bantry .... 


14 


8,270 


0 


0 


11 


3,520 


0 




Barretts ... 


45 


9,356 


5 


0 










Barrymore 










9 


1,525 


10 


0 


Bear .... 










1 








Carberry, East, E. D. 


49 


22,334 


0 


0 


24 


5.985 


0 


0 












41 








Carberry, West, E. D. 










25 


5,018 


0 


0 


, , W. D. 










3 








Condons and Clan- 


















gibbon. 


















Cork 










3 








Courcevs .... 


















Duhallow .... 










15 


9,362 






Fermuy .... 




. 






67 








Ibane and Barryroe . 


39 


18,390 


0 


0 


23 








Imokilly .... 


















Kerrycurrihy . 










9 








Kinalea .... 


















Kinalmeakv . 


20 


3,180 














Kinnatalloon . 


















Kinsale .... 


















Muskerry, East . 










13 








Muskerry, West . 










7 








Orrery and Kilmore . 










6 


1,470 


0 


0 


Cork, City of 


















Kerry. 


















Clanmaurice . 


81 


23,639 


0 




7 








Corkaguiny . 


















Dunkerron, North 


20 


3,380 


0 












Dunkerron, South 


















Glenarought . 


15 


3,175 


0 


0 


4 








Iraghticonnor . 










4 








Iveragh .... 


51 


6,040 


0 


0 


32 


2,695 


0 


oj 



Kerry — continued. 










Magunihy 


32 


6,090 0 0 


24 




Trughanacmy 










Limerick. 










Clanwillinm . 






87 




Connello, Lower . 






40 




Connello, Upper . 






24 


5,570 


Coonagh .... 










Coshlea .... 






72 




Coshraa .... 










Glenquin .... 






1 


400 


Kenry .... 


29 


5,735 0 0 






Kilmallock, Liberty of 










Owneybeg 










Pubblebrien . 










Shanid .... 






12 




Small County 


65 


9,190 0 0 


4 


946 1 


Limerick City . 


31 


5,425 0 0 


29 


3,985 


Tipperary. 










Clanwilliam . 










Eliogarty .... 










Iffa and Offa, East . 










Itfa and Offa, West . 










Ikerrin .... 










Kilnamanagh, Lower . 






60 


5,999 


Kilnnmanagh, Upper. 


89 


10,058 0 0 


16 


1,697 


Middlethird . 










Ormond, Lower . 


135 








Ormond, Upper . 










Ownev and Arra . 










Siievardagh . 










Waterford. 










Coshmore and Cosh- 


3 


450 0 0 




450 


bride. 










Decies within Drum . 










Decies without Drum . 










Gaultiere .... 




' ' 






Glenahiry 


19 








Middlethird . 


57 


6,418 17 0 




2,197 1 


Upperthird . 


70 


10,445 0 0 


57 


9,205 


Waterford City 


24 


7,300 0 0 


11 


660 
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Presentments end Recommendations, tinder Act 9th end 10th Viet., chap. 10 T continued. 

">B~ ®2r±Sr‘ I Countiei end Baronies. Iw-taWA™.. 

I 1 Presented. Recommended. 

PROVINCE OF ULSTER. 



|* Antrim. 

! ntrim, Lower . 
dtrim, Upper . 
ftlfast, Lower 
jjfast, Upper 

' induce, Lower . 

unluce, Upper . 

: enarin, Lower . 
enarm, Upper . 
il con way 

-Maascreenc, Lower 
Haaserccne, Upper 
too me, Lower 
Joome, Upper 
mLFAST Town . 
Darrickpbrgus . 



rmngli . 
tews, Lower . 
Bwa, Upper . 
neilland, East 
taeilland, West 
frior, Lower . 
Irior, Upper . 
Srauny . . 



Sastlerahan . 
Etnnkee . 
panmahon 
Lough tee, Lower 
Eoughtee, Upper 
Tullygarvey . 



£ s. d. 


No. 




ft. 


9,533 0 0 
• • 

; ; 






* ‘ 


112 


7,760 l 6 




3 


70 0 0 


300 0 0 


~78 


4,707 0 0 




2 


180 0 0 


9,531 0 0 


3 


202 0 0 


5,170 13 0 


15 


1,470 0 0 




0 


1,375 0 0 




5 


750 0 0 




6 


428 0 0 




3 


550 0 0 



i Ards .... 
Cartlereagh, Lower 
Castlereagh, Upper 
Dufferln . 

Ireagh. Lower 
Iveagh, Upper 
Kinelarty . 

Lecule 

Lordahip of Newry 
Mournc . 

I Fermanagh. 
Clanawley 
Clankelly . . . 

Coole .... 
Knockniimy . 
Lurg .... 



M agh erastephan a 
Tirkennedy . 



36 4,960 002 

21 2,113 003 

18 3,200 00.. 



27 2,750 004 31 10 0 

26 5,300 0 0 5 1,062 0 0 



Coleraine .... 
Coleraine, N.E. Lib. of 
Keenaght .... 
Londonderry, N. W. 

Lib. of. 
Loughinsholin 
Tirkeerau .... 



Monaghan. 

Crcmorne 



10 851 10 0 



14 2,521 0 0 



Omagh, West. 
Strabane . 



15 1,489 0 7 

63 2,444 12 0 



PROVINCE OF CONNAUGHT. 



11 2,611 0 
37 9,977 0 

0 65 12,230 0 

0 51 10,390 0 
6 74 6,065 8 

03 420 0 

5 709 5 

6 2,234 0 

01 125 0 

0 28 4,564 0 
0 11 3,107 10 

37 6,261 1 

6 685 0 

0 29 3,794 13 

1 250 0 



Leitrim. 
CaTrignllen . 

q Druraahaire . 

« Leitrim . 

O Muhill . . 

I Roaclogher 



-■ Burrishoole 
„ Carra . 
n Clanmorris 
n Costello . 
q Erris . . 

q Gallen 
n Kilmaine . 
_ Murrisk . 

I Tirawley . 



1 60 0 0 

24 6,095 0 0 32 9,355 0 0 

! . 20 2,347 7 0 

28 5,716 0 0 34 6,624 0 0 



37 6,869 0 0 

11 '3,505 0 0 



991 0 0 
3,520 0 0 
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BOARD OF WORKS. 



Presentments and Recommendations under Act 9th and 10th Viet., chap. 1 07, — continued. 



Counties and Baronies. 


Number and Amouut 
Presented. 


Roscommon. 


No. 


£. s. d. 


Athlone .... 


20 


5,400 16 0 


Ballintober, North . 


47 


7,950 0 0 


JBallintober, South 


27 


3,066 . 0 0 


Ballymoe .... 

Boyle 

Castlereagh . . . 

Prenchpark . 


21 


1,660 15 0 


Moycarn .... 


22 


7,439 0 0 


Roscommon . 


15 


21,466 17 0 



1,000 

1,950 

3,090 



2,172 16 
1,256 0 
8,741 10 



Counties and Baronies. 



Sligo. 
Carbury . 
Coolavin . 
Curran 
Leyny. 
Tireragh . 
Tirerrill . . 

Gross Total 



Number and Amount 
Presented. 


Number amlAnJ 
Recommemljf 


No. 


£. 5. d. 


No. 


£■ 






48 


s.211 : 






2 


600 0 






35 


8,096 n 


30 


9,000 0 0 


26 


4,025 o 






18 


2,530 'll 


2796 


614,006 7 '5 


3047 


496,83118 



(C.) 



Return showing the Total Number of Persons employed on Publio Works in Ireland 
during the month of January, 1847. 



Periods. 


Men. 


Women. 


Boys. 


Drivers. . 


Total. 


Week ending 2 January 


394,094 


11,914 


34,450 


6,813 


447,271 


,, 9 ,, 


417,492 


14,819 


37,428 


6,151 


475,890 


, , 16 ,, 


443,502 


17,651 


43,720 • 


7,807 


517,780 • 


,, 23 ,, 


487,489 


22,666 


49,879 


9,115 


569,149 


,, 30 ,, 


479,613 


27,507 


56,428 

• 


8,117 | 


571,665 



Return showing the Daily Average Number of Persons employed on Public Works during the Weekending 
the 30th January, 1847. 





Ronds. 


Drainage. 


Provinces and Counties. 




Labourers. 






Horses 




Labourers. 






Hons 






Able- 

bodied. 


m™. 


Women. 


Boys. 


A ““- 




Able- 

bodied. 


Infirm. 


Women. 


Boys. 




Leinster. 












' 














Carlow 




2,655 


13 


16 


134 


177 














Drogheda, Town of. 




49 


















Dublin ; 

Dublin, City of . . . . 




1,040 


46 


2 


i 16 














~r. 


Kildare 




4,161 


20 


9 


719 
















Kilkenny 




10,789 


122 






31 




Ill 










Kilkenny, City of . 




509 


1 
















King’s County .... 




7,904 


167 


136 


2,014 


764 














Longford 




8,302 


368 


34 


1,017 


294 












6 


Louth 




2,889 


173 


437 


826 


20 














Meath 




11,484 


586 


















Queen’s County . . . 




5,282 


102 




















Westmeath 




6,799 


160 


26 


1,070 


188 












i' 


Wexford 

Wicklow 




13,001 

5,072 


377 

99 


2,678 

30 


2,853 

695 


45 


11 


96 








9: 


Total in Leinster . 




79,936 


2,234 


6,696 


13,419 


1,833 


41 


1,427 








19 


Munster. 


























Clare 


20 


4:2,183 


490 


2,298 


















Cork, East Riding . 




30,076 


277 










8? 








1 


Cork, West Riding. 


2 


27,329 


757 


726 








236 








43 


Cork, City of . . . 


75 


805 


25 


















Kerry 




22, S64 


217 


1,350 


















Limerick 




30.32S 


268 






402 














Limerick, City of 




837 


2S 


















Tipperary, North Riding . 


25 


16,105 


26 


533 








318 








4 


Tipperary, South Riding . 
Waterford 




13,922 






















6,338 


154 




















Waterford, City of . 




568 


3 


27 


18 
















Total in Munster . 


122 


191,355 


2,245 


7,791 


24,979 


5,483 


51 


691 








48 
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Return showing the Daily Average Number of Persons employed on Public Works, & c .—continued. 









Itoads. 










Drainage. 






Provinces and Counties. 




Labourers. 


"Women. 


Boys. 


Horses 




Labourers. 






Hnrrrn 




eors. 


Ablo- 

hodied. 


Infirm. 


Zi 




Able- 

bodied. 


Infirm. 


Women. 


Boys. 




Ulster. 

Antrim 




327 


52 


1 


30 
















Belfast, Town of . . 


























Carrickfergus . . 




3,077 






















Armagh 




847 


265 


353 


i2 


















23,468 










8 


381 














10,767 


151 


91.7 


706 
















Down 




280 


10 


4 


18 
















Fermanagh 




5,692 


348 


26 


773 
















Londonderry .... 




3,721 


12 


102 


529 
















Monaghan 




8,653 


69 


1,021 


2,030 


21 














Tyrone 




5,433 


169 


77 


671 


28 














Total of Ulster . 




61,418 


1,158 


2,413 


5,010 


61 


8 


381 








3 


Connaught. 
Galway, East Riding . 




18,217 


283 


1,605 


1,403 




13 


311 






3 




Galway, West Riding . 




18,694 


357 


1,635 


1,426 


2 


21 


571 






24 


5 


Galway, Town of . 




2,589 


60 


88 


294 
















Leitrim 




12,264 


383 


775 


1,523 




1 


405 










Mayo 




37,241 


252 


2,783 


2,772 




6 


924 










RoBcoinmon .... 


ii 


24,712 


639 


1,112 


3,250 


650 


4 


219 








3 


Sligo 




14,179 


227 


2,659 


2,325 


8 














Total in Connaught. 


11 


127,896 


2,201 


10,607 


12,993 


660 


45 


2,430 




■■ 


27 


10 



Abstract showing the Total Number of Persons Employed. 



Men 473,290 

Women 27,507 

Boys 56,428 

Drivers 8,117 



Total 565,342 

N.B. It is presumed that this number might be increased . 6,000 



571,342 



Office of Public Works, Dublin, 
February 6, 1847- 



By order, 

Jos. C. Walker, Secretary. 



Return showing tho Daii.y Averaok Number of Persons employed on Roads duriug the 
Week ending the 30th January, 1847. 



Counties aud Baronies. 


Artificers. 


Labourers. 


Women. 




Horses 


Able- 

bodied. 


InOra. 




1 1 1 









PROVINCE OF LEINSTER. 
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Return showing the Daily Average Number of Persons employed on Roads, &c. — continued. 



Counties and Baronies. 



Dublin. 

Balrothery, East 

Balrothery, West 

Castleknock 

Coolock 

Dublin 

Nethercross 

Newcastle 

Rathdown' 

Uppercross 

Total in Dublin 



Dublin City 



Kilda.be. 

Carbury 

Clane 

Connell 

Ikeathy and Oughterany. 

Kilcullen 

Kilkea and Moone .... 

Naas, North 

Naas, South 

Narragh and Reban, East . 
Narragh and Reban, West . 

Offaly, East 

Offaly, West 

Salt, North 

Salt, South 

Total in Kildare . 



Kilkenny. 

Callan 

Crannagh 

Fassadinin 

Galmoy 

Gowran 

Ida 

Iverk 

Kells 

Knocktopher 

Shillelogher 

Total in Kilkenny . 



Kilkenny City 



King’s County. 

Ballyboy 

Ballybritt 

Ballycowan 

Clonlisk 

Coolest own 

Eglish . 

Garrycastle 

Geashill 

Kilcoursey 

Philipslown, Lower .... 
Philipstown, Upper .... 
Warrenstowu . 

Total in King’s County 
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Return showing the Daily Average Number of Persons employed on Roads, be.— continued. 



Counties and Baronies. 






Labourers. 






Horses 




Artificers. 


Able- 

bodied. 


Infirm. 


Women. 


Boys. 


Ct 


Longford. 
















Ardagh 






1,152 


19 


2 


93 


180 


Granard 






1,213 


349 


2 




Longford 






2,195 






239 




Moydow 






1 , 264 




11 


94 




Rathcline 






1,789 










Shrule 






689 




19 


91 


il4 


Total in Longford. 






8,302 


368 


34 


1,017 


294 


Louth. 
















Ardee 






1,083 


55 


155 


324 




Dundalk, Lower .... 






665 






79 




Dundalk, Upper .... 






484 


46 


89 


118 




Ferrard 






317 


44 


53 


154 




Louth .... 






340 


28 


130 


151 




Total in Louth 






2,889 


173 


437 


826 


20 


Meath. 
















Deece, Lower .... 






160 


12 




29 




Deece, Upper .... 






685 






31 




Duleek, Lower .... 
Duleek, Upper .... 






46 






4 








102 






18 




Dunboyne 
















Fore 






1,069 


189 


39 


ios 




Kells, Lower 






1,728 


79 


390 


328 




Kells, Upper 






2,393 


38 


185 


283 




Lune 






1,117 


7 


67 


105 




Morgallion 






1,112 


131 


115 


233 




Moyfenrath, Lower . 






615 


12 


19 


129 




Moyfenratb, Upper . . . 






316 










Navan, Lower .... 
Navan, Upper .... 




















324 


7 


48 


77 




Ratoath 






130 






19 




Skreen 






271 






34 




Slane, Lower 

Slane, Upper 






829 


iio 


42 


118 








587 




59 


96 




Total in Meath 






11,484 


586 


965 


1,609 




Queen’s County. 
















Ballyadams 






581 


9 




20 


12 


Clanrlonagh 






141 






12 


11 


Clarmallagh 






714 


10 




92 




Cullenagh 






552 




2 


63 




Maryborough, East . 






502 


52 








Maryborough, West . 






68 


6 




15 




Portnahinch 






364 


7 




17 




Slievemargy 






532 


9 


14 


110 


11 


Stredbally 






81 


3 




11 


5 


Tinnahinch 






1,394 


6 


4 


63 




Upperwoods 






353 










Total in Queen’s . 






5,282 


102 


20 


403 


39 


Westmeath. 
















Brawny 






189 


19 


11 


21 


3 


Clonlouan 






589 




2 


70 


20 


Corkaree 






306 


5 


11 


1 


4 


Delvin 






614 




1 


71 




Farbill 






355 










Fartullagh 






571 


2 




135 




Fore 






207 


8 




96 


4 


Kilkenny, West .... 






703 


2 




102 


12 


Moyasbel and Magheradernon 






411 


4 


1 


77 
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■Return showing the Daily Average Number of Persons employed on Roads, &c. — continued. 



Counties and Baronies. 


Artificers. 


Labourers. 


Women. 






Able- 

bodied. 


lufirai. 


Westmeath — continued. 














Moycashel 




981 






103 








1,002 


28 




157 


iis 


Rathconrath 




871 


92 




237 




Total in Westmeath . 




6,799 


160 


26 


1,070 


1S8 


Wexford.' 

Ballaghkeen 




2,231 


79 


119 


291 




Bantry 




2,122 


85 


386 


369 








791 


23 


290 


321 








1,073 


19 


70 


266 




Gorey 




1,429 


26 


2 


307 




Scarawalsh 




2,368 


48 


703 


475 




Shelburne 




1,450 


73 


667 


• 498 




Shelmaliere; East 




422 


4 




9 




Shelmaliere, West .... 




1,115 


20 


441 


317 




Total in Wexford . 




13,001 


377 


2,678 


2,853 




Wicklow. 














Arklow 




816 




22 


96 




Ballitiaeor, North .... 




285 






56 




Ballinacor, South .... 




1,018 


34 


1 


. 210 


2 


Newcastle ' 




398 






25 




Ralhdown 




305 


11 




45 




Shillelagh' 




631 


4 




123 


39 


Talbotstown, Lower .... 




984 


7 


6 


. 47 


. 4 


Talboistown, Upper .... 




635 


43 


1 


93 




Total in Wicklow . 




5,072 


99 


30 


695 


43 



PROVINCE OF MUNSTER. 



Clare. 














Bunratty, Lower 




888 


3 


33 


61 




Bunratty, Upper 




3,045 


4 


153 


304 




Barren 




2,955 




128 


149 




Clonderalaw 














Corcomroe 




4,846 


2 


89 


688 


84 


Ibrickan 




5,458 


111 


366 


508 




Inehiquin 




3,069 


9 


318 


521 




Islands 




4,106 


65 


234 


508 




Moyarta 




4,330 


151 


63 


209 




Tulla, Lower 


20 


6,515 


131 


686 


502 


289 


Tulla, Upper 




6,971 


14 


228 


689 


68 


Total in Clare . 


20 


42,183 


490 


2,298 


4,139 


441 


Cork. 














Bantry ’ 




1,804 


4 




321 




Barretts 




1,236 


12 


3 


163 


2 


Barrymore 




5,178 


51 


13 


452 




Bear 




2,220 


1 


62 






Carberry East, E. D. ... 




1,837 


116 


28 


308 




Ditto W. D. 




4,679 


71 








Carberry West, E. D. . . .1 
Ditto W. D. . . .{ 


2 


7,448 


236 


396 


1,144 


3 


Condons and Clangibbon 




2,794 


90 


38 


254 




Cork 




900 


IS 




144 


50 ; 


Courcej's 




455 


8 






Duhallow 




6,403 


5 


128 


269 


15 


Fermoy 




3,939 


18 


25 




Ibane and Barryroe .... 




103 


31 






Imokilly 




4,734 


13 


159 






Kerrycurrihy 




1,095 


39 


3 


119 




Kinalea 




1,440 


54 




133 


49 
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Return showing the Daily Average Number of Persons employed on Roads, kc.— continued. 







Labourers. 








Counties and BaT0nie9. 


Artificers. 


Able- 

bodied. 


Infirm. 


Women. 


Boys. 




Co rk — continued. 














Kinalmeaky 




1,049 


26 




170 




Kinnatalloon 




761 


19 


2 


82 




Kinsale 




624 










Muskerry, East 




2,771 


76 


93 


507 




Muskerry, West 




3,564 


128 


32 


425 




Orrery and Kilmore .... 




2,391 


18 




72 


18 


Total in Cork, E. R. . 




30,076 


277 


361 


3,008 


539 


Ditto W. R. . 


2 


27,329 


757 


726 


4,092 


3 


Cork, City of 


75 


805 


25 




4 




Kerry. 














Clanmaurice 




2,912 




374 


359 


1 


Corknguiny ...... 




4,865 


2 


115 


428 












106 


342 




Dun kerron, South . J 










Glenarought ...... 




2,196 


12 


11 


359 


9 


Iragbtieonnor 




2,739 


1 


325 


331 


1 


Iveragh ....... 




2,005 


2 


13 


131 


2 


Magnnihy 

Trughanacmy 




2,963 


150 


88 


559 


13 




3,311 


41 


318 


729 


1 


Total in Kerry . . 




22,864 


217 


1,350 


3,238 


27 


Limerick. 














Clanwilliam 




2,623 


186 


5 


272 


50 


Connelln, Lower 




3,139 


2 


40 


346 




Connello, Upper ..... 




5,166 


16 


338 


602 




Coonagh 




2,132 


12 


53 


14 


205 


Coshlea 




4,194 


18 




589 




Coshma 




1,204 




10 


241 




Glenquiu 




3,526 


13 


106 


1,217 


4 


Kenry 




1,482 






416 




Kilmallock, Lib. of . 




332 






44 




Ownevbeg . . . ... 




1,334 




16 


83 


123 


Pubbfebrien 




1,294 


8 




146 


20 


Shanid 




3,459 




131 


492 




Small County ..... 




443 


13 




71 




Total in Limerick . 




30,328 


268 


699 


3,533 


402 


Limerick City 




837 


28 


12 


54 




Tipperary. 

Clanwilliam 




4,490 






1,215 


5S8 


Eliogarty 




4,369 


3 


310 


315 


533 


Iffa and Otfa, East .... 


















1,179 




24 


242 


4 


Ikerrin 


6 


1,495 




128 


114 


121 


Kilnamanagb, Lower 




1,335 




69 


363 


209 


Kilnamanugh, Upper 




2,080 


2 


51 




Middlethird ...... 




4,037 






1,441 


510 




2 


2,951 


12 


10 


276 




Ormond, Upper 


3 


2,317 


5 


16 


129 


666 


Owney and Arra 


14 


2,893 


4 




242 




Slievardagh 




2,881 






1,249 




Total in Tipperary, N. R. 


25 


13,922 




24 


4,510 


1,656 


Ditto S. R. 




16,005 


26 








Waterford. 














Coshmore and Coshbride 




1,729 


22 


243 


, 311 


4 


Decies-within-Drum .... 




130 




50 






Decies-without-Drum ^ . . 




107 


7 


42 


8 





[b. w. 2.] 
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BOARD OF WORKS. 



Return showing the Daily Average Number of Persons employed on Roads, See.— continued. 



Counties and Baronies. 


Artificers. 


Labourers. 


Women. 


Bny.. 




Able- 

bodied. 


Infirm. 


W ate rfor d — continued. 

Gaultiere 

Glenahiry 

Middlethird 

Upperthird 

Total in Waterford 
Waterford City . . . 




589 

375 

1,422 

1,986 


2 

7 

8 

108 


68 

51 

239 

1,068 


149 

16 

280 

462 






6,338 


154 


1,761 


| 1,356 


4 




568 


3 


27 


18 





PROVINCE OF ULSTER. 



Antrim. 














Antrim, Lower 














Antrim, Upper 














Belfast, Lower 

Belfast, Upper 


























Cary 














Dunluce, Lower 














Dunluce, Upper 




195 


10 


1 


23 




Glenarm, Lower 

Glenarm, Upper 


























Kileonway 




132 


42 




7 




Massereene, Lower .... 
Massereene, Upper .... 


























Toome, Lower 














Toome, Upper ..... 














Total in Antrim . 




327 


52 


1 


30 




Belfast Town 














Carrickfergus 


.. 












Armagh. 














Armagh ... ... 




537 


118 


1 


89 




Fews, Lower 














Fews, Upper ... . . 




1,569 


210 


220 


181 




Oneilland, East 














Oneilland, West 














Orior, Lower' 














Orior, Upper 




971 


19 


44 


83 


12 


Tirannv 














Total in Armagh . . 




3,077 


347 


265 


353 


12 


Cavan. 














Castlerahan 




3,509 










Clankee 




2,826 










Clanmahon 




3,903 










Loughtee, Lower 




2,160 










Loughtee, Upper 




3,771 










Tullvgarvev 




2,857 










Tullyhaw 




2,286 










Tullvhunco 




2,156 










Total in Cavan. 




23,468 










Donegal. 

Banagh 




1,898 


35 


123 


121 




Bovlugh 




1,928 


21 


176 


37 




Inishowen 




870 


15 




145 




Kilmacrenan 




2,556 


41 


364 


189 




Raphoe 




1,S20 


11 


69 


89 




Tirhugh 




1,695 


28 


127 


125 




Total in Donegal . 




10,767 


151 


917 


706 
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Return showing the Daily Average Number of Persons employed on Roads, &c. — continued. 



Counties and Baronies. 



Down. 

Ards 

Castlereagh, Lower . . . 

Casllereagh, Upper . 

Dufferin 

Iveagh, Lower .... 
Iveagh, Upper .... 

Kinelarty 

Lecale 

Lordship of Newry . 
Moume 



Total in Down 



Fermanagh. 

Clanawley 

Clankelly 

Coole 

Knockninny 

Lurg 

Magherahoy 

Megherastephana 
Tirkennedy 

Total in Fermanagh 

Londonderry. 
Coleraine ...... 

Coleraine, N.E. Lih. of . 

Keenaght 

Londonderry, N.W. Lib. of 
Loughinsholin .... 
Tirkeeran 



Total in Londonderry 



Monaghan. 



Cremome 
Dartree . 
Farney 
Monaghan 
Trough . 



Total in Monaghan 



Tyrone. 

Clogher . 
Dungannon, Upper 
Dungannon, Middle 
Dungannon, Lower 
Omagh, East . 
Omagh, West 
Strabane ... 



Total in Tyrone . 



Artificers. 


Labourers. 


Women. 


Boys. 




Able- 

bodied. 


Infirm. 




12 












268 


10 


4 


”.18 






280 


10 


4 


18 






797 


33 


1 


44 






284 


21 




58 






484 


33 




70 






475 


10 




132 






871 


72 


6 


93 






853 


104 




99 






974 


38 


10 


141 






954 


37 


9 


136 






5,692 


348 


26 


773 




1.020 


9 




289 






175 




16 


62 






665 






15 






1,527 


3 


~42 


104 






334 




44 


59 






3,721 


12 


102 


529 






2,130 




6 


287 






1,674 


1 


7 


326 






1,54-1 


57 


1,007 


601 


21 




2,125 


7 


1 


610 






1,180 


4 




206 






8,653 


69 


1,021 


2,030 


21 




376 


4 




10 






91 


25 










1,161 


59 


32 








71 


22 




4 






918 














46 


45 


118 






1,816 


13 




308 




•• 


5,433 


169 


77 


571 


28 



PROVINCE OF CONNAUGHT. 



Galway. 

Aran . 

A theory . 

Ballymoe . 

Ballynahinch . 

Clare . 

Clonmacnowen 
Dunkellin 

12 




13 

101 

40 



387 

453 

197 

184 

190 



52 

164 

312 

283 

101 

249 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




BOARD OF WORKS. 



Return showing the Daily Average Number of Persons employed on Roads, See.— continued. 



Counties and Baionies. 


Artificers. 


Able- 

bodied. 




Women. 


B„ y „ 


Horses 

and 

Asses. 


Galway — continued. 














Dunmore 




2,335 


10 


206 


124 




Galway 


















1,194 




142 


54 








1,245 




59 


35 








3,413 


121 


223 


457 








2,775 


22 


165 


234 








785 


1 


14 


69 








1,813 


70 


138 


184 








3,729 


44 


359 


230 








1,261 


28 


216 


159 




Tiaquin 




2,439 


32 


275 


122 




Total in Galway, E. R. 




18,217 


283 


1,605 


1,403 




Ditto W. R. 




18,694 


357 


1,635 


1,426 


2 


Galway Town 




2,589 


60 


38 


294 




Leitrim. 














Carrigallen 




1,367 


40 




179 




Drmnahaire 




3,73S 


9 


97 


276 




Leitrim 




2,526 


51 


4 


344 




Mohill 




1,869 


57 


3 


179 




Rosclogher 




2,764 


226 


671 


545 




Total in Leitrim . 




12,264 


383 


775 


1,523 




Mayo. 














Burrishoole 




2,398 


6 


215 


162 




Carra 




7,194 


49 


599 


484 




Clanmorris 




3,627 


9 


227 


218 




Costello 




7,165 


17 


302 


334 




Erris 




1,485 


2 


33 


8 




Gallen 




3,622 


14 


747 


658 




Kilmaine 




4,134 


18 


152 


420 




Murrisk ...... 




3,393 


9 


91 


82 




Tirawley 




4,223 


128 


417 


406 




Total in Mayo 




37,241 


252 


2,783 


2,772 




Roscommon. 














Athlone 


11 


7,318 


19 


164 


1,148 


638 


Ballintober, North .... 




3,098 


1 


481 


335 


\ 


Ballintober, South .... 




1,400 


218 




128 




Ballymoe 




494 






54 




Boyle 




3,327 


314 


1 


494 




Castlereagh 




685 


3 


1 


40 




Frenchpark 




2,044 


12 


2 


139 


1 


Moycarn 




1,127 




10 


57 




Roscommon 




5,219 


72 


453 


855 


11 


Total in Roscommon . 


11 


24,712 


639 


1,112 


3,250 


650 


Sligo. 














Carbary 




2,597 


29 


297 






Coolavin 




1,474 


3 


535 


323 




Corran 




1,779 


49 


709 


408 


3 


Leyny 




4,373 


26 


765 


617 


5 


Tirerairh 




2,002 


38 


128 


131 




Tirerrill 




1,954 


82 


225 


391 




Total in Sligo . 




14,179 


227 


2,659 


2,325 


8 
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A Nominal Retd™ of Isspectim Officers. Ee OIN e E h S in Cham., Iespeotoes of Dbainage and 
Finance, arranged by Counties. 



Counties. 


Inspecting Officers. 


Corps. 


Engineers in Charge. 


Inspectors of 
Drainage. 


Inspectors of 
Finance. 


Antrim • 






Charles Lanyan, C.S. . 


B. G. Brooke . 


N. Crommelin. 


Armigh . 


Lieutenant Griffith . 


R.N. 


Henry Davison, C.S. . 
W. M. Shaw, C.E. . . 


P. Foxall . . 


Colonel Pack. 


Carlow . 


Lieutenant Hotham . 


15th 


Peter Burtchell, C.E. . 


J. Fishborne. 
William Phelan . 


T. M. Scully. 


Cavan . . 


Major Townsend'. 
Lieutenant Crawford . 


83rd 

93rd 


Alexander Armstrong . 
William Donnelly . . 


J. Baker . 


George Lestrange- 








T. H. Thompson 






Clare .... 


Captain O’Brien . 


R.A. 


John Hill, C.S. . . . 




Lieut. Franklin. 




Captain Gordon . 


59th 


Samuel Gamble, C.E. . 






Lieutenant Swinburne 


83rd 


• * 




Cork .... 


Captain Broughton . 


R.E. 


John Benson, C.S. . . 


C. W. Welland . 






Lieutenant Carey. 


83rd 


William Hilliard, C.E. . 


S. W. Hussey . 






Captain Huband . 


H.P. 


Captain Gordon, 15th . 


Henry Longfield 


Thomas Gibbon. 




Major Parker 


H.P. 


W. A.Treacv, C.S. . . 






Captain Flood 


51st 


William Harte, C.E. 








Captain Brooke . 


55 th 


Sir Thos. Deane, C.E. . 
Michael Royan, C.E. . 
A. Bernard, C.E. . . 

H. Macintosh, C. E. 
Henry Wrigg, C.E. 






Donegal . 


Captain O’Neill . 




W. R. Townsend, C.E. 








Lieutenant Mil ward . 


r!a. 


A. Ormsby, C.E. . 


F. Knox 


Thomas Stewart.. 








H. White, C.E. . . . 
John Bower, CJ3. . . 


W. G. Marshall 




Down . . . 


Captain Brereton . 


10th 


J. Fraser, C.S. i 




W. C. Douglas. 


Dublin . . . 


Captain Airey 


3dBufls 


R. H. Frith, C.S. . . 
R. Hampton, C.S 
A. Tato. C.S. 


William Levinge 




I'crmanfigli 


Hon. Capt. Handcock 


R.A. 


R. Gray, C.S. . . . 




Capt. Haverfield. 


Galway . 


Major Ainslie 


83rd. 


J. T. Kempster, C.S. . 


D. Hunter . 


Lieut. Mahon. 




Major Burns . 


19th 


W. E. Wright, C.E. 




W. D. Griffith. 




Major Clarke 


11th 


Captain Menzies, C.E. . 








Captain Hutcheson . 


R.N. 


W. T. Matier, C.E. . 
P. E. Donaldson, C.E. 












W. Pierce, C.E. . . 

J. C. Haile, C.E. . . 




• ' 


Kerry . . . 


Captain Labalmondier 


83rd 


Henry Stokes, C.S. . . 


S. Fitz Gerald . 






Lieutenant Greenwell 


10th 


Richard Bevan, C.E. 




John McCarthy. 




Captain Forbes . 


R.N. 






Kildare . 


Lieutenant Brandling 


R.H.A. 


John Yeates, C.S. . . 


F. Hamilton 


H. H. Robinson. 


Kilkenny 


Lieutenant Gallwey . 


R.E. 


Sampson Carter, C.S. . 


Thomas Butler . 


Captain Rogers. 




Captain Walker . 


69th 


Captain Ridge, C.E. 


D. Hewetson 


King’s County 


Major Bennett 


Rovals 


Thomas Barclay, C.S. . 








Lieutenant Hamilton . 


99th 


John Mason, C.E. . 


Thomas Sadleir . 


Richard Woods. 








Michael Fitzgerald, C.E. 
A. J. Murphy, C.E. 


J. J. Poe . . 




Leitrim . . . 


Captain Bull . . . 


41th 


T. D. Hall, C.S. . . 


Wm. Prendergast 






Captain Layard . 


26th 


William Hall, C.E. . . 


Ponsonby Totten- 






T. Curley, C.E. . . 

Lionel Gisborne, C.E. . 




bam. 




Limerick . . . 


Major Watson 


21th 


Captain Butler, C.E. . 


F. Pratt . . . 






Captain D. Blaquiere 


H.P. 


Thomas Kearney, C.S. 


John Cox . 


William Carrol!. 




Lieutenant Inglis. . 


R.E. 


John Christy 






Lieutenant Telfer. . 


R.A. 








Londonderry . 


Captain Dill ... 


R.E. 


Stewart Gordon, C.S. . 




Samuel Hill. 
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A Nominal Return of Inspecting Officers, Engineers in Charge, &c. continued. 









Engineers in Charge. 


Inspectors of 


Inspectors of 


Counties. 


Inspecting Officers. 


Corps. 


Drainage. 


Finance. 


Longford . 


Major Bolton. 


75th 


James Bell, C.E. . 


H. Boyd . . 


Lieut. Lewis. 


Captain Walker . 


H.P. 








Louth . . . 


Captain Harte 


49th 


John Neville, C.S. . 




Captain Purcell. 


Mayo .... 


Captain Carey 


26th 


Henry Brett, C.S. . 


H. Browne . 


R. M. Lynch. 


Captain Farren . 


47th 










Lieutenant Cox . 


R.A. 










Lieutenant Primrose ■ 


43rd. 










Captain Stirling . 


H.P. 








Meath . . . 


Captain Kennedy. 


68th 


Samuel Searancke, C.S. 




H. CoulBton. 




Lieutenant Faussett . 


44th 


H. S. Lindsay, C.E. 






Monaghan . . 


Captain Flude . . 


R.A. 


Alexander Harrison, C.S. 


E. Golding . 
R. Mayne . 


Wra. De Rinzy. 










S. U. Roberts . 




Queen’s County . 


Major McKee 


3rd 


H. U. Townsend, C.S. 


Wm.S. Trench . 


D. Clarke. 


Lieutenant Baillie 


R.E. 








Roscommon . 


Major Stuart . 


Staff 


Thomas Barton, C.E. . 


Richard Irwin . 






Captain Burmester . 


59 th 


John Kelly, C.S. 




Dillon O’Connor. 




Lieutenant Wethered . 


41st 


Henry Buck, C.E. . 
William Smith, C.E. 






Sligo .... 


Lieutenant Butcher . 


R.S.C 


N. St. Leger, C.E. . 


W. Halliday . 


Lieut. Connor. 


Captain Gilbert . 


R.E. 




Tipperary . . 


Captain Norris . 


64th 


A. Gahan, C.E. . 
Samuel Jones, C.S. . 


*J. J. Poe . . 


J. A. Deering. 


Captain Ogle . 


R.E. 


T. G. Stoney 


H. M. Hatchell. 




Lieutenant Miller. 


R.E. 


A. H. Crawford, C.S. . 


Robert Keating . 






Major Robinson . 




C. S. Cooper, C.E. . 


H. Lane 




Tyrone . 


Captain Oldershaw . 


R.E. 


F. J. Rowan, C.S. . 


J. W. Turner . 






Lieutenant Colomb . 


R.A. 




Robert Wilson . 
P. Foxall . . 


Richard D’Arcy. 


Waterford . . 


Sir Thos. Ross, Bart. 




Henry Owen, C.S. . 


W. Hutcheson . 


William Hyde. 




Captain Hay . 


15th 


Captain Mayne, C.E. . 


A. N. Meade 




Captain Hill . 


57th 








Lieutenant Downman 


83rd 








Westmeath . 


Captain Telford . 


H.P. 


Florence Mahony, C.S. 


Wm. Levinge . 


Captain Ormsley. 




Captain Adams . 


88th 


B. H. Galland, C.E. . 


George Duffis 




Captain Maxwell . 


H.P. 








Wexford . . . 


Captain Dyer . 


R.N. 


J. B. Farrell, C.S. . . 


James George . 


W. R. Mason. 




Captain Kelly 


3rd 




Henry Newton . 
W. S. Denton 




Wicklow . . . 


Lieutenant Anderson . 


R.H.A 


James Boyle, C.E. . 


Edward Dennis . 
H. Newton . 


Robert Bates. 




Captain Wvnne . 


H.P. 


1 


Richard Bayly . 






Lt..-Col. Fitzmaurice 
Captain D. O’Brien , 


H.P. 


>Travelling. 







* Has also a part of the King’s County. 
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(F.) 






A Return of Outrages, showing the Names of Persons injured, Nature of Injury, Date of Occurrence, where Com 
mitted, the Officer by whom reported, with the consequent Local Results, &c. &c. 


Names of Persons injured, and Nature of Injury. 


Date. 


Where Committed. 


By whom reportod. 


Result. 




1846 




. 




Labourers working willingly at low rate of 
wages (8 d.) were forced off the works by a 
mob of from 3000 to 4000 persons, to attend 
a meeting for the demand of a higher Tate of 
wages (lOd.) ; inciting addresses were de- 
livered by several of the speakers. 


Aug. 25 


Between Belcaraund 
Bally glass, near 

Westport, Mayo. 


Captain Gordon 


The mob towards evenia; 
were dispersed quietly fo 
Captain Gordon’s e »|! 
lions, and those of some 
Roman Catholic clergy. 1 


The labourers on works “ strike,” because of a 
reduction of wages from 10 d. to Sd. a-day; 
they enter the town to the number of 300, 
and on being remonstrated with by Captain 
Hawkins (who considered his life in danger), 
and Mr. Kelly, county surveyor, they threat- 
ened to plunder the town unless their wages 
was again settled at lOd. a-day. 


Aug. 27 


On works of Clover 
Hill, Roscommon. 


Captain Iiuwkins . 


Sworn iulormations of 
Captain Hawkins lodged 
with — Kelly, Esq.J.P, 
The mob quieted by tin 
issue of a temporary 
order, admitting the rate 
of lOd. a-day. 


The life of a man named Ward (a tenant of Sir 
R. O'Donnell’s) threatened for having paid 
his rent; the doing so being now considered 
by many of the peasantry as deserving of 
death. 


Sept. 8 


Newport, county 
Mayo. 


Captain Gordon 




Labourers “ spurn” the idea of task-work, and 
will not accept less than lOd. a-day. The j 
engineer was a few days ago driven by the 
labourers from the works. 


Sept. 26 


In Tipperary . . 


Colonel Jones to 
Mr. Trevelyan. 


Works intended to be sus- 
pended. 


Patt Downey, “ one of the best stewards on ' 
works,” noticed to quit, or to prepare for a 
threatened attack ; the only cause is that lie 
is a stranger in district. 


Sept. 28 


Court Bridge-road, 
county Limerick. 


Mr. Kearney . 


Downey afraid (o remain 
longer than till one be 
appointed in his stead. 


Mr. Kearney, county surveyor, on leaving 
Court-house, after having attended present- 
ment sessions, was hunted, hooted, abused, 
and pelted with stones, and would have been 
murdered by an enraged mob but lor the 
interference of the police, and the “ extra- 
ordinary exertions” of a Roman Catholic 
priest, who accompanied him in his escape 
for several miles out of town ; the people’s 
excitement and cause of vengeance against 
Mr. Kearney attributable to the inciting lan- 
guage used in Court, in his address To the 
people, by a magistrate. 


Sept. 28 
and 29 


Kilfinan and Hos- 
pital, county Lime- 
rick. 


Lieutenant Inglis 
and Mr. Kearney. 




Representations made to the Lord Lieutenant 
of shops and stores being attacked, and of 
opposition being offered by labourers to 
officers on Public Works, in reference to rates 
of*vages, &e. &c. His Excellency has issued 
a proclamation, avowing his determination to 
protect all parties, dealers, shopkeepers, &c 
from such attacks, and the officers of Public 
Works in the discharge of their duties from 
violence, &c. 


Oct. 2 


Various parts of the 
country. 






Labourers beaten by men who (by order of the 
Commissioners) had been dismissed from 
the same works. 

Mr. Carberry, engineer, on proceeding to open 
works was surrounded by a mob, Who forced 
him to put their names on his list. 

About 150 men visited the works of Gelroe, 
demanded employment, were told it was not 
ready, and expelled 12 men who were at 
work, cautioning them at their peril not to 
work for wages so low as 8 d. a-day. 


;oct. 3 
Oct. 4 
Oct. 5 


Killerly-road, county 
Sligo. 

Sherkin Island, 
county Cork. 

Gelroe-Gort, county 
Galway. 


Captain Gilbert . 

Captain Gordon for- 
wards statement of 
Mr. Carberry. 

Sub-inspector 

M'Mahon. 


Under consideration of 
the local Relief Com- 
mittee. 

Works suspended. 

Forty men set to work oo 
the 10th instant. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




BOARD OF WORKS. 

A Return of Outrages, &c. — continued. 



61 



| NumeH of Pursomi injured, uod Nuturo of Injury. 


Date. 


Where Committed. 


By whom reported. 


Result. 




1846 








pulrages (not described) committed on works. 


Oct. 9 


Bally more Eustace. 


Mr. John Yeates . 


Works suspended, but re- 
sumed on quiet being 
restored through Lord 
Miltown’s interference. 


Conolnn and Smith, stewards or overseers, 
beaten. 


Oct. 10 


O’Gonnelli, county 
Clare. 


Mr. Gamble . 


Sent to another district. 


Mr. Stokes, engineer, had to obtain assistance 
1 of police on going to lay onto line of road, 
dreading opposition from occupiers of the 
land. 


Oct. 14 


Trughenacray . 


Mr. Stokes . 


The road is now in pro- 
gress without any oppo- 
sition. 


^labourers beaten from their work by men from 
neighbouring mountains. 


Oct. 15 


Rabalta Hill, Ennis- 
killen. 


Captain Handcock . 


All works in county threat- 
ened to he suspended if 
men were not allowed to 
work ; were allowed next 
day. 


W. B. Coates, puy-clork, attacked on account 
of wages. 


Oct. 19 


Dunmanaway . 


Mr. Coates’s state- 
ment forwarded 
by Mr. G. S. Ap- 
pelbee. 




j®ytrages expected to occur if day-work be not 
given to those refusing task-work. 


Oct. 20 


Queen’s County 


Mr. Townsend. 




Outrages, obstruction of com carts occurred on 
works, in reference to which the deposition of 
sub-inspector Heard have been taken. 


Oct. 21 


Hill of Latoon, 
county Clare. 


Mr. J. Hill . . . 


• • 


Lieutenant Butcher attacked by a crowd of 
persons near Tulla. 


Oct. 23 


Tulla, county Clare 


Lieutenant Butcher 


Forwards his resignation, 
but subsequentlyj with- 
draws it. 


^subordination manifested by labourers on 
■ works. 


Oct. 23 


Barony of Upper 
Conncllo. 


Mr. E. Russell for- 
wards report of 
Mr. Gaffney, over- 


* * 


|tfr. Cibbings, pay-clerk, attacked by labourers, 
to compel an increase of wages, &c. 


Oct. 23 


At works on Killar- 
ney-road, Clona- 
kilty. 


Mr. Treacy forwards 
report of Mr. Gib- 
bings. 


Referred to Captain Hill, 
who (Nov. 8) states, 
arrangements have been 
made by him to preveut 
a recurrence. 


Lieutenant Dc> Courcy on his return from Re- 
lief Committee of Crongh, stopped by a 
crowd to compel his giving immediate em- 
ployment. 


Oct. 24 


Croagh, county Li- 
merick. 


Lieut. De Courcy . 




John Graham, an overseer, beaten by labourers 
who hud forced themselves on works. 


Oct. 27 


Ballyshcehan Hill . 


Mr. Jones . 


Resignation of overseer. 


Labourers refuse to work from dislike to system 
of task-work. 


Oct. 27 


Neighbourhood of 
Bathkeale. 


Lieut. De Courcy . 


An intended meeting of 
labourers at Ballingarry. 


Violence offered by the peasantry on works on 
district; a steward, named Curtin, beaten 
a nd threatened with death by an armed 
party. 


Oct. 30 


Near Ennis 


Mr. Hill forwards 
reports of his as- 
sistants, Messrs. 
Andrews and Mo- 
loney. 


Works suspended. 


Cooney and Pat Newell, check-clerk and 
overseer, on proceeding to open works were 
attacked by the peasantry. 


Oct. SI 


On the Knock-road 


Mr. Matier forwards 
reports of both 
parties. 


Works suspended ; Coo- 
ney and Newell decline 
to act longer. 


overseer attacked and beaten on his way 
to open a work. 


Nov. 1 


County Galway . 


Mr. Clements . 


Works not suspended, but 
parties concerned in the 
attack summoned. 










T . 
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Mr. Brunsden, engineer, attacked by labourers, 
who continue to resist system of task-work, 
and would not be influenced by Lord Devon’s 
interference. 


Nov. 2 


Monagay line of 
road, near New- 
castle, Limerick. 


Captain Dill 


Works suspended, and de- 
duration of the outran 
made by Mr. Bmusden 
anti protection of milf 
tnry or police requested 
by him. 


Messrs. Rosengrave and Flohertie, overseers, 
threatened with violence by labourers if 
• wages be not raised, as in Clare, from 8 d. to 
If. a-day. System of task-work refused to 
be adopted by the people. 


Nov. 7 


At Gel roe, county 
Galwny. 


Captain Aimslie for- 
wards letters of 
overseers. 


Suspension of works, which 
from “ extraordinary eg. 
cumstances ” were re- 
opened on the 1 3th inst 


John Killeen, overseer, beaten by parties con- 
jectured to be not unknown to labourers on 
the works. 


Nov. 10 


Bellioir-rnad, near 
N. Morket-on- 
Fergus. 


Sub-inspector Heard 
to Under Secre- 
tary, Castle. 


Works suspended tillrin». 
leaders would be arrest- 
ed. Gangsmen and la- 
bourers offer to compen- 
sate Killeen, that work 
might be resumed; not 
resumed till 14th Dec. 


Mr, Buck attacked, and would have been killed 
had he not been protected by the military 
and police; labourers in an insubordinate 
state, refusing to work by task or for less 
than 1*. a-day, and threaten to plunder if not 
paid weekly at that rate. 


Nov. 13 


Bandon, county 
Cork. 


Sub-inspector Brett 
to Under Secre- 
tary, Castle. 


Works ordered to be sus- 
pended, but the order 
not attended to by en- 
gineer, as the people re- 
turned to their work. 


Representations of outrages on works . . . 


Nov. 15 


Barony of Upper 
Tulla, county 
Clare. 


Captain O’Brien and 
Lieutenant Butcher. 


Works suspended by order 
of the Lord Lieutenant 


Mr. O’Hea, pay-clerk, “ murderously assaulted” 
several times. 


Nov. 16 


Clonakilty, county 
Cork. 


T. Allen, Esq., J.P., 
and Capt. Hubund. 


His Excellency requested 
to make the locality i 
dragoon station, to pre- 
vent similar outrages 
through the winter. 


A steward beaten on works in progress 


Nov. 17 


Dreweth new line of 
road, barony of 
N. Bunratty. 


Captain O’Brien . 


Works suspended, but re- 
commended to be resumed 
because of great dis- 
tress. 


Labourers show a spirit of insubordination to 
inspecting officer on works in progress. 


Nov. 18 


Glandree-road, ba- 
rony of Upper 
Tulla. 


Lieutenant- Butcher 


Works suspended. 


A shot fired into the house of an overseer, and 
a threatening notice served on him to aban- 
don his work. 


Nov. 18 


Parish of Knigli, 
barony of Lower 
Ormond. 


Lieutenant Miller . 


Works suspended. 


John Russell, an overseer, violently attacked . 

Outrages committed by labourers who had been 
dismissed their employment. 


Nov. 18 
Nov. 21 


On the Glandree- 
road, barony of 
Upper Tulla. 

Kilmallock . 


Messrs. Andrews and 
Martin, through 
Mr. Hill. 

Lieutenant Telfer . 


Works suspended; two 
men (M'Namara and 
Cooney) fined 5 1. or tun 
mouths’ imprisonment 
for the olfence. 


Mr. Shepperd, an officer of the Board, assaulted 
by a labourer, and threatened to have his 
brains knocked out if he did not quit the 
works. 


Nov. 21 


On the Drewsboro’ 
road, baronv of 
UpperTulla,Clare. 


HeadconslnbleShaw, 
of Scariff. 


Legal proceedings takes 
against the man w® 
assaulted Shepperd. 


Suspected and rumoured that emissaries from 
Tipperary are trying to introduce the system 
of opposition on works, similar to that adopted 
in Tipperary. 


Nov. 22 


Neighbourhood of 
Duulavin, barony 
of N. Ballincor 
and county of 
Wicklow. 


Lieutenant Anderson 
forwards statement 
of Mr.Tynle, chair- 
man of local Relief 
Committee. 




John Ganavan, overseer, sworn to employ 
a Michael Connor as gangsman hy a party 
who entered his house at night. 


Nov. 22 


On works No. 21, 
barony of Burris- 
hoole. 


Captain Carey . 


Employing of Connor ap- 
proved of, but overs« 

removed to another*^ 
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ngincer and his assistants often attacked, and 
had their chains and tapes broken by occu- 
piers of the land through which of necessity 
they had to puss. 

The house of Thomas Merton attacked 



Mr. P. Dillune and Denis Moriarty have sworn 
informations against parties guilty of violence 
and outrage on works. 



Denis Moriarty, robbed of a bag (of from 10s. 
to 15s.) of copper, while paying labourers on 
works. 



Nov. 22 In the county of Mr. Hall 
Leitrim. 



Nov. 23 Bollycorney, near Mr. John Hill . . Works suspended, but 

Killaloe. subsequently resumed 

because of the belief in 
the officers that those 
employed on the works 
had no connexion with 
the outrage. 

Nov. 23 Clogher, barony of Mr. Robert Adams 
Corkaguiney. forwards informa- 

tion of Dillaneand 
Moriarty. 

Nov. 23 Towrdond of Clogher, Sub-inspector Gil- Works suspended till after 
barony of Corka- man. the arrest of the parties 

g'uiuey. concerned. 



Captain Carey and Mr. O’Keeffe, on proceeding Nov. 24 Ronnllo road, Duhal- Captain Carey . 
. to visit works, had their car slopped fora low, county of Cork, 

time by 150 men in search of employment; 
an outbreak apprehended. 



Work since provided in 
that locality. 



The peasantry force themselves on works dur- Nov. 24 Kilfinnne, barony of Mr. Kearney for- Mr.Kearney urges the ne- 
ing weather lltal was so wet as to prevent auy Coslilea, Limerick. wards statement of cessity of increasing the 

person from working. Mr. Brewster. military or police force 

in the locality. 



Outrage (not described) occurred on works 



Nov. 28 Near Culdaff 



Captain O’Neil for- 
wards statement of 
Mr. Young. 



Labourers supplied with tickets refused to avail Nov. 29 Shanid, barony of Captain Dill 
themselves of them from opposition to task- Shanagolden. 

work, and threatened to set fire to a.house in 
which they shut up the overseer. 



Works suspended. 



Peasantry in a disturbed state, caused by the Dec. 1 Between Clogher and Cuptain Ogle . 
discharge of some men from overcrowded Cabin, county Tip- 

works. perury. 

At a meetipg of the Local Relief Committee the Dec. 1 Clare Abbey . . Captain Wynne 

doors of the Committee-room were burst 
open by the people. 



Additional works sanction- 
ed and commenced, and 
100 men in addition set 
to work. 

Arrangements made for 
attendance of police at 
future meetings. 



Thomas Casey, steward, noticed threateningly Dec. 2 
to employ the men at Is. a-day, or abide the 
consequences of refusal. 

John Curry (a steward under the Board) was Dec. 3 
placed on his knees, called on to swear lie 
would leave the woik. Bird on refusing was 
beaten on the head with a gun. 

Mr. Hewetson stopped on the road by labourers Dec. 4 
who tried to intimidate him to return them 
as at Is. a-day. 



David Gleeson, steward, ordered to quit his em- Dec. 5 
ployment for having said lie would stop a 
quarter day from any man on the works not 
answering to his name. 



Bnllygibboti road. Sub-inspector Burke • • 

Mitchelstown, 
county Cork. 

At the hill of Ardkill, Sub-inspector Heard Works suspended by order 
barony of Lower ol his Excellency. 

Bunratty, Clure. 

On Rnrness-road, Captain O’Neill for- On being reasoned with, 
near Letlerkennv. wards statement of and seeing that he pro- 
Mr. Hewetson. duced a pistol, they al- 
lowed him to pass on 
uninjured. 

Kilballyonen-rood, Sub- inspector Wm. • 

Moyfeata, county Chauner. 

Clare. 
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Edward O’Malley, overseer, summoued one of 
the men lor abuse given on works ; the man 
was fined 5s., but 0 Malley, on his way from 
court was struck with a stone. 


Dec. 5 


Balia Bridge, county 
Mayo. 


Captain Farren 


A steward named Conry beaten, supposed to be 
by parties employed under him. 


Dec. 5 


Barony of Lower 
Bunratty. 


Captain O’Bricu • 


Mr. M'Manus, on proceeding to lay out a new 1 
line of road, was threatened by two men to 
be shot if he attempted to lay out the projected 
road through the townland of Pottle. 


Dec. 7 


Kilshooly, county of 
Cavan. 


Sub-inspector S. Keck 


Labourers, who had forced themselves on works, 
entered into combination to rob the pay-clerk 
to the amount they considered due for the 
time worked ; they stopped the inspecting 
officer on his way from a local meeting to 
insist on his signing their tickets, which he 
refused. 


Dec. S 


Glenquinn and 
Broadford. 


Captain Dill . 


Outrages occurred at Kilkenny, not attended 
with much damage or a necessity for the read- 
ing the Riot Act, but an outbreak is expected ; 
rumoured that there is a general purchasing 
of fire arms. 


Dec. 8 


Urlingford, barony of 
Galmoy, county 
Kilkenny. 


Lieutenant Gallway 


Francis Chapel, check-clerk, had a pistol pnt to 
his breast, and was sworn by an armed party 
to re-employ some men that had been dis- 
missed. 


Dec. S 


Parish of Kiltera, 
county Clare. 


Mr. R. Mills . . 


Mr. Griffin, steward, was attacked on works, 
compelled to place himself on his knees, and 
was then beaten on the head with a gun. 


Dec. 9 


On Coroval-road, 
near Adare, Lime- 
rick. 


Sub-inspector W. 
Chauner. 


Ten labourers, engaged on a new road, were 
visited by six armed men, who ordered them 
to stop working at the road and cut down 
the adjoining hill ; they fired over the labourers’ 
heads and broke some wheelbarrows. This 
outrage attributed to the farmer whose land 
was taken for the road; the men on works 
considered innocent of it. 


Dec. 9 


Parish of Munsur, 
barony of Lower 
Ormond county 
Tipperary 


Lieutenant Miller . 


Labourers refuse to work except paid every 
night, and not by task-work. Mr. Doyle, 
assistant engineer, offered work at a fair rate 
which was refused, and his horse was laid hold 
of by one man whom he tried to arrest, but he 
escaped. 


Dec. 9 


Ilarristown Common- 
road, barony of 
South Naas, county 
Kildare. 


Mr. P. Doyle, As- ! 
sistant-engineer. i 


Labourers refuse to work task-work, and have 
threatened to attack a local depot and take off 
sheep, &c. 


Dec. 9 


Barony of Cnshmore 
and Coshbride, 
county Waterford. 


Sir Thomas Ross . 


James Joyce, pav-clerk, &c., was attacked by 
two armed men and robbed of 101/. 


Dec. 9 


At Scram sgue, near 
Strokestown. 


Major Bolton . . 


Two overseers attacked on works by armed 
parties ; labourers suspected of connivance at 
the outrage committed. 


Dec. 10 


Ori works at Pullogh 
and Conubull Hills. 


Mr. Kearney for- 
wards report of Mr. 
E. Hunter. 


Labourers at work by task prevented from con- 
tinuing it by large mobs, who threatened vio- 
lence if day-labour was not substituted for 
task-work. 


Dec. 10 


On roarl, between 
Knoekafreliane and 
Inchepogue, Kerry. 


Mr. A . M'Carthy . 



ItCHIllt. 



Works suspended; their 
suspension approved of 
by his Excellency, it he. 
ing necessary to check i 
rising spirit of insubor- 
dination. 

Works suspended. 

1 



Robbery of pay-clerk pre- 
vented by his being or- 1 
dered not to proceed to ! 
where they expected to 
meet and rob him. In- 
specting officer rescued 
from the crowd by Lord 
Muskerry, and others. 

Some parties made pri- 
soners were discharged 
by the magistrates; a re- 
quisition for troops is 
said to have been sent to 
Dublin. 

Works suspended. 



Works suspended. 



A police force stationed ia 
neighbourhood for pro- 
tection from similar oc- 
currences. 



'The attack on depdt pre- i 
vented by Mr. Moore’s * 
own labourers. 

Informations sworn by j 
Joyce. 

Seventy-nine, men dismissed j 

both works for not huvjng j 
protected the overseers, j 

Task-wnvk agreed to be ac- 
cepted, and Mr. M‘Cur- 
thy’s report on it con- 
sidcred premature by 
Lieutenant Greenvvell. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





BOARD OF WORKS. 




65 


A Return of Outrages, & c. — continued. 




Names of Persons injured, und Naturo of Injury. 


Data. 


Where Committed. 


By whom reported. 


Result. 




1846 








Engineer and pay-clerks attacked, and a further 
5 outrode apprehended, from scarcity of food. 


Dec. 11 


Magunily, Cahirci- 


Capt. Labalmondier 


A further grant for in- 
creased employment re- 
commended. 


Mr. Richard Woods, pay-clerk, was fired at, 
beaten, and robbed oi' over 100/. 


Dee. 11 


Lismaerory, county 
Tipperary. 


Lieutenant Hamilton 




Patrick Ilanralmn, steward, scarclicd for on 
> works by three armed men, who, on not find- 
ing him, threatened to cull ugain und take his 

1 ,ile ‘ 


Dec. 12 


At Morcanno Road, 
Adarc, county Li- 
merick. 


Sub-inspector Chau- 




L outrage, not described, committed on a stew- 
■ ard limned Cosgruvc. 


Dec. 12 


Silvermines, Tippe- 
rary. 


Sub-inspector O’Dell 


Works suspended for three 
days. 


Irnncis Allen, steward, was stopped by four 
■ armed men, knocked down, and robbed of 
over 11/., which he liud got from pay-clerk to 
pay labourers. 


'Dec. 12 


Ballinomult, county 
Waterford. 


Constable W. 1 

Rooney, and Mr. 
Hyde. 


informations sworn, but no 
trace of the robbers ; men 
on works suspected. 


^he house of Ilcnuesy, a steward, entered at 
! night; hi in self was severely wounded by a 
shot from a louded blunderbuss. 


Dec. 12 


Clare Abbey, county 
Clare. 


Captaiu Wynne 


Works suspended, but 
obliged to be resumed 
owing to great prevailing 
distress. 


Several sheep stolen, other outrages committed, 
’< and stewards threatened with the fate of 
Hennesv. 


Dec. 12 


Tulla, county Clare 


Captain Wj one . J 


Works suspended, but 
magistrates and gentry 
anxious for their resump- 
tion. 


pntrage and robberies are of nightly occur- 
i rente. 


Ddc. 12 


Baronies of Upper 
andLower Bunratty 


Rev. Mr. Cullinane 
and Capt. O’Brien. 




jQheck-clerks and overseers served with a throa- 1 
tening notice to employ more men, or abide 
t the cooscquenccs. 


Dec. 18 


At works of Drumore 
and Ballintobher, 
county Roscommon 


Mr. Browne, R.M. 
and Mr. Wray, R.M. 


Works, notwithstanding, 
proceeding regularly, 
aud no complaints made. 


Stewards and check-clerks threatened by 
<l Molly Maguire ” to lie shown “ the power 
of arms,” if the men's wages be not raised. 


Dec. 13 


Shnmballysallogh- 
roud, county Clare. 


Sub- inspector 11. G. 
Kelly. 




U'Mahon, Hogan, and Cnrmody, stewards, 
i violently attacked by labourers. 


Dec. 15 


Lough Bank, Burry 
Islunds. 


Captain Wynne 


Works suspended. 


^ box containing 5/. 9s. and some public docu- 
ments were stolen from the house of Mr. Hall, 
t postmaster and pay clerk. 


Dec. 16 


Barony of Cuatlern- 
hun, county Cavan. 


Sub-inspector J. 
Bailey. 




Mr. Burroughs, pay-clerk, stopped by an armed 
; P»rty of three, und robbed of 105/. in silver 
\ and copper. 


Dec. 17 


Near Rochestor 
ICnocktoplier. 


Captain Walker and 
sub-inspector 
Green. 


Parties arrested and identi- 
fied. 


jo. labourer assaulted on works by four armed 
^ men, who asked him wlieic Fitzgerald, the 
, steward, was, und on being told he did not 
. know, one of the party struck and knocked 
i him down with a gun, and directed him to 
j tell Fitzgerald to quit the work, or abide the 
s consequences. 


Dec. 17 


On Cleaves line of 
road, barony of 
Lower Connello, 
county Limerick. 


Sub-inspector T. 
Smith. 




|leveral outrages and robberies occur in dis- 
* trict. 


Dec. 19 


County of Galway . 


Major Burns . 




Murrisk, an overseer, beaten 


Dec. 19 


County of Mayo 


Captain Carey . 




Men laying curb stones in Maryborough, were 
prevented by force from doing so. 


Dec. 19 


Maryborough, 
Queen’s County. 


Mr. I J . Lalor . . 




N r - P- Moss, pay-clerk, was violently assaulted, 
, B1 *d the police who helped to protect him were 
< themselves attacked. 


Dec. 20 


Maryborough dis- 
trict, Queen’s 
County. 


Sub-inspector Popper 
und Major M'Kee. 


i * * 

i 
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Carmody and M‘Mahon, stewards, attacked and 
obliged to quit the works by a mob of 100, 
because of their being strangers. 


1846 
Dec. 20 


Knockatunragh, 
county Clare. 


Sub-inspector Kelly 


Mr. Mahon, engineer, and Mr. Gallager, over- 
seer, threatened by posted notices with death, 
if they disemployed old men and boys on 
public works. 


Dec. 21 


Ballinahinch, county 
Clare. 


Head constable John 
Shaw. 


James Stephenson, an overseer, attacked . 


Dec. 22 


Barony of Longford 


Captain Walker 


Mr. Molloy, a piy-clerk, robbed of about 50/., 
and his life in imminent danger from having 
received several blows on the head. 


Dec. 23 


In the barony of 
Upper Ormond. 


Mr. Crawford and 
sub-inspector 
O'Dell. 


An attack made on Mr. Keating, engineer, 
and Mr. Leahy, overseer. 


Dec. 23 


In barony of Shanid, 
Limerick. 


Mr. Russell 


Thomas M'Bride, engineer, threatened by letter 
if he remained in district, with the fate of 
Carrick, who had been shot. 


Dec. 23 


Ennis, county Clare 


Mr. Gamble 


A threatening notice posted on the residence of 
pay-cleiks. 


Dec. 23 


Parish of O’Gonnell, 
Clare. 


Suh-inspector Win. 
Galwey. 


A notice posted threatening the life of Mr. 
James Magrath, a steward under the Board. 


Dec. 24 ' 


Near the city of Li- 
merick. 


Sub-inspector W. 
Williams. 


A notice threatening (if he discharged any of | 
the men employed) the life of John Donovan, j 
was tied to the latch of his door. 


Dec. 24 


At Bansha, county 
Tipperary. 


Sub-Inspector Gan- 
non. 


Letters threatening their lives, served on engi- 
neer and check-clerk, if they continued to 
disemploy old men and boys. 


Dec. 24 


Ballvnahinch, near 
Tulla. 


Lieutenant Swin- 
burne. 


Messrs. White and Coffey, pay and check-clerks, 
were stopped by six armed men, who robbed 
Coffey of nearly 7001. in notes and silver. 


Dec. 28 


In the barony of 
Longford. 


Captain Annslie . 


George Windsor, a private in Royal Sappers 
and Miners, brutally attacked by two armed 
men in women’s clothes; the only assignable 
reason is, that he had detected frauds being 
practised on works. 


Dec. 28 


On the Pullough 
line of road, Lime- 
rick. 


Lieutenant Inglis 
and Sub-Inspector 
Chauner. 


The life of John M'Clean, a check-clerk, 
threatened by an anonymous letter, for re- 
fusing to allow a whole day (where half a 
day only was worked) to one Murphy. 


Dec. 29 


On Lurgan road, 
Cros s maglen, Ar- 
magh. 


Sub-Inspector G. 
H olmes. 


The house of Mr. Kearney visited by about 400 
men, who threatened his life if they w ere not 
employed, but not by task-work. 


Dec. 29 


Killorglin, Kerry . 


Sub-Inspector Du 
Bourdieu. 


An attempt made by labourers to stop works, 
from their dissatisfaction at parties from other 
districts being employed to iheir exclusion. 

A brutal assault committed on Mr. Shyne, 
check-clerk, because of his having refused to 
make out false returns to secure additional 
pay. 


Dec. 31 

1847 
Jan. 2 


At Lough muck, 
county Tyrone. 

On works at Barna, 
Limerick. 


Sub-Inspector R. D. 
Coulson. 

Sub-Inspector Cop- 
pinger. 


The Rev. Robert Hume threatened by letter 
for not returning persons destitute, for em- 
ployment. 


Jan. 2 


Umey, county Tyrone 


Captain Oldershaw . 


Mr. Daly, assistant engineer, on proceeding to 
lay out a work, was assaulted and knocked . 
down by two men, through whose land the 
work was to pass. 


Jan. 2 


In West Muskerry. 


Mr. R. Daly , . 




Works suspended. 



One of the parties a: 
and 5Z. 10s. in 
found on his person. 



Mr. M'Bride, with 
proval of the Board, i 
moved to another 
trict 



Works suspended for 
day. 



Five men committed 
trial, three of whom! 
been fully identified. 



E 



Works suspended, but 
continuance of their 
pension must be 
ductive of “ di: 
results.” 



Works not suspended, 
those who so visited « 
not the destitute f 
and were dispersed 
the military. 



Works suspended. 



Parties summoned 
fined Id., with costs. 
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f Names of Persons injured, nnd Nature of Injury. 


Date. 


Where Committed. 


By whom reported. 


Result. 


I 

(Opening of works delayed by occupier of the 
^ land threatening to “hough ’’any man going 
into his fields to lay out work. 


1847 
Jan. 4 


Pettigo, Donegal . 


Mr. Townsend. 




Captain Gordon stopped by labourers, who de- 
.. manded that he should commence works 
No. 58. 


Jan. 4 


On road from Ma- 
croom to Bautry. 


Captain Gordon. 




A mob of 150 men, armed with shovels, entered 
the town, plundered several bakers’ shops, 
and afterwards proceeded to the Relief Com- 
mittee’s rooms, demanding bread and work. 


Jan. 5 


Town of Tralee 


H. Hnwkshaw, Esq., 
county inspector. 




Messrs. O'Brien and Daniels, pay and check- 
1 clerks, attacked by labourers so violently as 
to have been in danger of being killed, only 
for the protection afforded by the police. 


Jan. 5 


On Ballvarfliur and 
Booltikelly roads, 
Cork. 


Snb-Tnspector 

Bourke. 




Captain O'Neill and the I-Ion. Mr. Clements 
f were locked up in a school-house, and would 
* not be allowed to leave unless they supplied 
' the crowd with work-tickets, were subse- 
quently rescued by revenue police, at whom ' 
^ stones were thrown. 


Jan. 5 


At Carregart, in ba- 
rony of Kilmacre- 
nau. 


Captain O’Neill. 




The life of Francis Wyer, an overseer, threatened 
by labourers employed under him. 


Jan. 8 


Hollenhill works, 
King’s county. 


Lieutenant Hamilton. 




Stones thrown through the room window of the 
house of Patt G let son, a steward. 


Jan. 9 


County Tipperary . 


Sub-Inspector O’Dell. 




An overseer threatened by men employed on 
. works. 


Jan. 9 


Muskerry . 


Captain Gordon 


Some men* dismissed the 
works. 


A plan for the intended robbery of Mr. Lawder, 
pay-clerk, defeated by information to con- 
stabulary. 


Jan. 9 


Carrigallen, Mohill 


Captain Layard. 




jjsSeveral flour carts plundered. 

f 


Jan. 9 


Islanddeady, county 
Mayo. 


Captain Carey. 




j'Hannignn, an overseer, visited at his lodgings 
l>i by six or sewn armed men, who obliged him 
^ and ihe owner of the house to give up all the 
fc- money then in their possession ; and on leav- 
ing they served Haunigau with a letter, 
threatening him with the fate of Gore Booth. 


Jan. 11 


On a work near New- 
townbutler. 


Captain Handcock 
and Sub-Inspector 
Ormsby. 


Works suspended. 


Violence to an overseer on work. 


Jan. 12 


Upperihird, county 
Waterford. 


Captain Mayne. 


Works suspended. 


An effort made by men on works to force 
’ Captain .Carey to continue two check-clerks 
/ he had discharged ; the men also refused to 
allow the newly-engaged check-clerks to make 
out proper returns. 


Jan. 12 


Burrishoole 


Captain Carey . 


Works suspended until 
ringleaders would sur- 
render and resume their 
business. 


William Cole, ail overseer, threatened by posted 
notice. 


Jan. 12 


Fardrummin hill, 
county Longford. 


Captain Walker. 




Labourers in a state of insubordination on ac- 
count of wages. 


Jan. 12 


Barony of Ardee, 
county Louth. 


Captain Hart . 


Copy report sent to Under 
Secretary, Castle. 


Captain Wynne served in the Court-house with 
a threatening notice. 


Jan. 12 


Ennistimon 


Captain Wynne 


Copy sent to Under Secre- 
tary, Castle. 


Daniel O’Brien, a gangsman, attacked on 
works. 


Jan. 13 


Shinrone 


Mr. Frazer . , 


The attacking parties con- 
victed at petty sessions. 


Several robberies of meal and flour have oc- 
curred ; labourers disinclined to work. 


Jan. 16 


County Mayo . 


Captain Farren. 




Messrs. Lynch and Reade attacked on 30th of 
November last by five armed men, whom, 
after “ a desperate struggle,” they defeated. 


Jan. 16 


Bodike .... 


Mr. William Carroll 


Three persons arrested, 
fully identified, and com- 
mitted for trial. 
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Names of Persons injured, and Nature of Injury. 


Date. 


Where Committed. 


By whom reported. 


Result. 




1847 








.Williams, a check clerk, attacked .... 


Jan. 17 


In barony of Trug- 
henackney, Kerry. 


Captain Labalmon- 
dier. 


Williams dismissed fa 
refusing to prosecuted* 
parties summoned. 


A threatening letter served on Anthony Lynch, 
overseer, signed “ Captf*. Starlight,” and or- 
dering him to quit the country or prepare for 
death. 


Jan. 17 


Clare .... 


Captain Wynne. 




Mr. Gahan and his assistant fired at ; a steward, 
who had been dismissed, suspected of the 
act. 


Jan. 18 


Near Thurles . . 


Mr. Gahan. 




An outrage committed, and threatening notice 
served on Thomas Morris, an overseer. 


Jan. 19 


Barony of Upper 
Laughtee, Armagh 


Major Townsend . 


Works ordered to be sus- 
pended. 


The life of Robert Christy, check -clerk, threat- 
ened if he. refused to quit the works. 


Jan. 19 


On road from Dru- 
mona to Kille- 
shundra. 


Sub-Inspector Loch 


Works suspended. 


Disturbance created by labourers on account of 
wages. 


Jan. 20 


Works on road be- 
tween Gortamillan 
and Dunkernan, 
Kerry. 


Mr. Stokes . 




Mr. Wayland, pay-clerk, attacked by an armed 
party at about two o’clock, p.m., and one of 
the two policemen by whom he was escorted 
was shot dead. 


Jan. 21 


Cappawhite side of 
the barony of Lower 
Kilnemanagh, 
county Tipperary. 


Mr. Wayland . 




Mr. John Hanrahan, a pay-clerk, was stopped 
by three men, two of whom were armed ; 
they shot his horse, and robbed himself of 
320/. 


Jan. 22 


Connello, county of 
Limerick. 


Lieutenant Inglis . 


The principal of the party 
has been arrested ani 
identified, and 2501 
found on his person. 


Mr. Power, assistant engineer, obstructed in 
laying out a line of road, by the party who 
farmed the land through which the road was 
intended to pass. 


Jan. 24 


Mount Shannon, 
county Galway. 


Constable JohnRyan. 




An overseer attacked by some gangs on a road ; 
some of the labourers employed assisted in 
driving off the attacking party. 


Jan. 25 


Barony of Upper 
Connello, county 
Limerick. 


Captain Butler . . 


Works suspended, and the 
men who assisted the 
overseer were sent to 
other works; resumptioi 
of works pressingly me- 
morialed for. 


Lieutenant Millward attacked in a disturbance 
which took place on roads. 


Jan. 25 


Town of Donegal , 


Lieutenant Millward 


Works ordered to be sus- 
pended till his Eicel- 
leney directs their re- 
sumption. 


Mr. Armstrong, county surveyor, received 
through the post a letter, threatening his life 
if he proceeded with a certain line of road. 


Jan. 26 


Barony of Upper 
Louglitee, county 
Cavan. 


Mr. Armstrong 




M'Namara, an overseer, threatened with death 
by the labourers if he did not quit the works. 


Jan. 28 


Lower Bunratty . 


Captain O’Brien . 


Works suspended. 


Three men named Leland, Nary, and Casserly, 
attacked and severely beaten ; cause supposed 
to be the dismissal of some check-clerks from 
works. 


Jan. 28 


Parish of Tnrmon- 
barry, Roscommon. 


Mr. Thomas Barton 


Works suspended by Lieu- 
tenant Wcthered. 


A Rockite notice served on an overseer 


Jan. 29 


Barony of Longford 


Captain Walker 


Works suspended tempo" 
raiily, and some men 
sent to other works. 


Men quarrying stones for Relief Works threat- 
ened with death, if they did not quit, by two 
armed men disguised. 


Jan. 30 


Barony of Lower 
Connello. 


Lieutenant Inglis. 




A flour cart plundered by a gangsman and his 
accomplices. 


Jan. 30 


On a road in Corra 


Captain Farren 1 . 


Works suspended. 
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Names of Persons injured, and Nature oflnjury. 


Date. 


Where Committed. 


By whom reported. 


Result. 




1847 








Martin Kelly, a time-keeper, attacked by an 
armed man, who ordered Kelly to quit the 
works or abide the consequences. 


Jan. 31 


Clonmore line of 
road, Roscommon. 


Sub-Inspector 

Blakeney. 


Works ordered by the 
Board to be suspended, 
unless the armed man 
was made known. 


Mr. Hennessy, overseer, beaten severely by two 
armed men, who snapped pistols at him with- 
out effect. 


Feb. 3 


On a work in Lower 
Ormonde. 


Lieutenant Miller . 


All works in the district 
suspended, this being 
the third attack within 
three months. 



[Poor Relief Department.] (G.) 

Barony of Famey , County Monaghan. 

Works under Mr. Labouchere’s Letter. 

I cannot describe the poverty and destitution among the people in this barony ; unfor- 
tunalely the works in aid of relief were not commenced until the people were almost starving. 
Hundreds of them came to work without having tasted food for days before ; the result was, 
they were unable to earn wages capable of supporting themselves, and numbers of them left 
the employment, in despair to go to the poor-house. 

Throughout the whole barony I. witnessed the same painful distress. 

I found that they were unable to earn wages exceeding 8 d. a day (see Schedule annexed) at 
the ordinary and customary prices for task-work in the country ; every effort was made to 
induce them to exert themselves, and rouse their energies, but to no effect. I placed over them 
the host and most experienced overseers I could obtain, those who had aided in establishing 
with success tile system of task-work in other parts of the country, but their efforts have failed; 
the men were unable to do more, and after every exertion had been made I found myself 
obliged to raise the scale of prices, so as to enable them, weak, infirm, and badly fed as they 
were, to earn wages that would save them and their families from actual starvation. Since 
then, everything has gone on well ; the number of hands has increased to about 4500, and the 
people are, generally speaking, industrious. 

At the sessions at which these works were presented for, it was thought it would not be 
necessary to employ more than 3000 people. 

The people are peaceable and quiet, no riot or disturbance of any kind has taken place. 

The works are progressing satisfactorily and well, though we have not experienced that aid 
or assistance from the proprietors or their agents that might have been expected, and which 
would have helped us through our difficulties. The class of people employed as stewards or 
gangers, and recommended by the proprietors, have been found most inefficient, and their 
inefficiency has of course increased largely the difficulty of controlling so large a work. 

Works are now open in upwards of 50 different localities in the barony, so that employmen 
may be said to bo at the door of every labourer. Men, infirm and able-bodied, women, and 
children, have been employed, and I do not think relief in the shape of employment could be 
more effectually afforded. The annexed is an abstract of the number of men employed in the 
barony since the works were commenced, the average rate of wages made, and the total amount 
expended for labour up to the 30lh January last. 

Payments are made once a week. I have divided the barony into four divisions, the pay 
returns of which terminate on different days; by this means all men are paid a day or two 
after the week’s earnings arc due. 

* S. W. Roberts. 

Drainage Commission Office, Castlchellingham, 

February 5, 1847. 



Table showing the Number of Persons Employed since the 5th December, when the Works 
were first commenced, the Average Rate of Pay earned by those employed, and the Amount 
expended for Labour, &c., up to the 30th J anuary, 1 847 . _______ 



Date. 


Number 

of 


Average 
Wanes 
per Day. 


Number of 
Women 
and Girls. 


Average 
Wages 
per Day. 


Number 

of 

Boys. 


Average 
Wages 
per day. 


.Expenditure 
per Week 
for Labour. 






S. d. 




5. 


d. 




J. 


d. 


£. 


s. d. 




133 


T 1 


2 


0 


4 






4 


4 


14 1 




824 


0 8 


13 


0 


7$ 


6 




7i 








2080 


0 10J 


7 


0 


7 


23 


0 










2129 


Oil 


81 


0 


7* 


113 




64 








3803 


o in 


184 


0 


7 


273 




7 










o 114- 


397 


0 


6 


744 




74- 




7 44 






l li 


2011 


0 




1137 


0 


64 


456 


11 10 






i n 


2455 


0 


64 


1765 


0 


n 




9 6 


Jan. 30, , , 


9608 


0 10* 


7042 


0 


6 


3606 


0 


44 


796 


6 10 



[b. w. 2.] 
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Sir, 



Fishery Station , Killybegs, 
February 3, 1847. 



Enclosed I beg to hand monthly account current, which I hope may be found correct ; 
the vouchers have already been forwarded, the form for the monthly account not having been 
received at this time. u 

I beg to report that I have purchased a small lot of fish, being the first one offered ; though 
ready to purchase some time ago, as advised, such is the destitution of the people in regard to 
food, that the fishermen are selling their fish at higher prices from their boat (say 7s. or 7s. 6 d. 
for cod, and 8s. for ling) than I can give laid down here, and as I do not like to interfere with 
the local demand, the quantity brought to me has been small. 

At St. John’s Point I saw, myself, ling and cod sold all round at 6s. Qd. per dozen from the 
boat. The printed notices were all posted at Julan, Kilcar, Cargy, Killybegs, St. John’s Point, 
Killighter, and Duncansby, within 24 hours after their receipt, and I informed the people 
myself what prices would be given, so that they were fully aware , on every particular, of the 
objects and intentions of the Board. 

I am in hopes, now that the weather is fair, that the take of fish will be more abundant, and 
consequently produce a surplus over the present demand, so that the station may be supplied 
with a larger quantity and in a regular manner. 

The agent has not spared, and will not, either his time or energies in the promotion of the 
views of the Board ; at the same time he would remark, that it is impossible at a fixed price to 
force a market, though he certainly would make no alterations in the prices as they stand ; a 
market will surely be made, and a ready one, so soon as the fish are more plentiful. 

You will please excuse any informalities in the accounts rendered already, the agent not 
having bad die forms, or knowing the exact manner in which they were to be kept. I will thank 
you to inform me in what manner the receipts for fish bought are to be taken, on the pay lists, 
or otherwise. 



Jos. C. Walker, Esq., 

Secretary. 



I am, &c. 

(Signed) J. C. Kennan. 



Extract from a Letter of Mr. W. T. Ffennell, one of the Board’s Inspectors of Fisheries, 
dated from Belmullet, February 2, 1847. 

I arrived in Belmullet on the 31st, and found at the curing station that everything 
was in readiness to purchase and cure. No fish had been offered for sale, the weather for the 
preceding week being so severe that no boat could attempt to venture out. This day the weather 
appears to have settled, and I have no doubt that the fishermen here will avail themselves of it. 
Several this day, for the first time, have purchased hooks from the agent, and I find by con- 
versing with them that they are very anxious to avail themselves of the advantages which the 
purchase of their fish will afford. The people here appear to appreciate it highly, and they 
express themselves in terms much to be commended. They appear very anxious to be instructed 
in the modes of fishing, and it has been very gratifying to me to experience the attention with 
which they listened to many little matters of detail which I conveyed to them with regard to 
tackle, bait, &c. ; the anxious manner in which some of them put queries to me evinced a desire 
to be instructed not often found to exist among fishermen, who, generally speaking, are more, 
perhaps, as a class, wrapped up in a belief of self excellence than any other body of persons. I 
feel it only just to make this comment on the Belmullet fishermen, and I feel great confidence 
of success at this station in particular. I hope in my next report to be able to state some sub- 
stantial evidence to justify my anticipations. 



<?•) 



[Relief Department.] 



Circular, No. 48. 



Office of Public Works, 
January 12, 1847. 

As it is often difficult to know whether Minutes, &c., on original letters sent from this 
office, have been seen by the parties for whom they were intended, as there is nothing on the 
face of the communication to show 'it, the Commissioners request that all such communications 
may be marked “ Entered and Returned” by the officers to whom they have been sent, affixing 
initials, date, &c. 

They also request, that all letters so referred may be carefully returned to this office. 

By order, 

Jos. C. Walker, Secretary. 



[Relief Department.] 



Circular, No. 49. 



Office of Public Works, 
January 12, 1847. 

The Commissioners request that the engineers in charge will give due notice to the 
inspecting officers, and inspectors of payments, of the commencement, of each new or additional 
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work, and of the stoppage or suspension of any work in progress, to enable them to make their 
arrangements with the Relief Committee, check clerks, pay clerks. &c. 

By *rder, 

Jos. C. Walker, Secretary. 



Circular, No. 50. 

[Relief Department.] 

Office of Public Works, 
January 12, 1847. 

Frequent representationshaving been received of accidents, from the unguarded state 
in which roads in progress have been left at night, the Commissioners desire to call the attention 
of the engineers to the circumstance, and desire that proper watchmen and lanterns be always 
placed on the dangerous parts. 

The Commissioners also desire that when works are left incomplete, from the deficiency of 
funds, especial care may be taken to leave them as safe and passable as possible until additional 
funds are provided. 

. By order, 

Jos. C. Walker, Secretary. 



Reproductive Works. 

Board of Public Works, 
January 12, 1847. 

Reply to Applications as to how far Electoral Divisions become practically responsible for 
their own poor only, and for those in their immediate neighbourhood, as long as the Works 
presented for within them remain unexecuted, no Relief Lists being supplied from any 
place within distance of them by reason of private employment. 

All the destitute labourers of a barony are eligible for employment in any electoral division 
or part of any electoral division within it, but practically only those who reside within a conve- 
nient distance of any such division are able to avail themselves of its labour. 

The works under the 9 and 10 Vic., cap. 107, are sanctioned solely for the relief of destitu- 
tion, and the lists of Relief Committees are the official test of destitution. 

So long, therefore, as no Relief lists exist within convenient distance of the works in any electoral 
division, those works will not be sanctioned, and as no levy can be made for works not executed, 
the electoral division in which, from the non-existence of such lists, there have been no works, 
will be exempted from taxation. 

By order, 

Jos. C. Walker, Secretary. 



[Relief Department.] 

Instructions for Engineers and Assistant Engineers in charge of Operations for Relief 
under the Authority of the Board of Works. 

N.B.— The perch in these Instructions is the statute perch of 5 J yards. 

Sir, 

You have been already informed that it is the desire of the Commissioners that all the 
works under the Relief Act shall be executed by task. 

In addition to the personal communications you have had with the district engineer, your 
attention is directed to the following instructions. 

It is difficult to give general directions for work at once sufficiently comprehensive and specific ; 
a great deal must depend upon the judgment and practical knowledge of the executive officer; 
so that any rules that may be laid down must be modified by circumstances. They are merely 
intended to supply in some measure the place of practical knowledge when that cannot be com- 
manded. 

Presentment Works. — New Roads. 

' Before lockspitting, the intended line of road should be walked over and carefully examined. 
The best direction and inclines that the nature of the ground will admit of should be ascer- 
tained, adhering, as nearly as circumstances will permit, to the points described in the present- 
ment. 

The theodolite will be a good instrument to determine the slopes, and fix the main points at 
which the gradients vary, (an accurate section can afterwards be taken with the spint level). 
The laying out of the line between these fixed points may be entrusted to the men who under- 
stand the Devonshire level and boning rods. These men will be able to put in the curves and 
distinctly mark the line of road by a loekspit, and also the cutting and filling along it, by 
making excavations to the depth of the cuttings, and by raising mounds of earth to the height 
of the fillings (at short intervals) ; this done, the overseer can, with great facility, determine on 
the proper division of the line into lots of, say, 15 to 40 perches; he will be guided chiefly by 
the equalization of the cutting and filling within the boundary of each lot, as it will not answer 
to have stuff to shift from one lot into another. 

At the end of each lot, the transverse section of the roadway should be made by a narrow 
formation, which will serve to define the extent of the lot, and guide the men as to the proper 
shape of the roadway. This may be contracted for with a party of handy men. 

The overseer in charge will examine and number the several lots, enter in his book the 
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length, average cutting and filling, quality of the. soil, whether of sand, peat, clay, gravel, or 

The engineer in charge will examine the work, and determine with the overseer on the 
value to be affixed to each lot for formation, in proportion to the quantity of cutting and other 
circumstances, fencing and draining by the lineal perch of 5J yards, having reference to the 
scale of prices and instructions herewith sent. 

A short table can be readily drawn up, by which the number of cubic yards for the various 
widths and depths of cutting will appear on inspection, and may save some trouble and time 
in calculation. 

It is essential that the water tables should be gradually opened with the least possible delay 
in all flat and marshy lands, to admit of the bed of the roadway drying quickly, so as to com- 
plete the work in those places with as little delay as possible. 

In passing through cropped lands every exertion should be made to complete the forming of 
fences, that no unnecessary damage may arise. 

Care should be taken to leave a sufficient vent for draining off the surface waters from the 
road, by small pipes constructed with stones 6 inches in width, under the fences and footpaths, 
at 20 perches or 110 yards apart, on each side of the road. 

No time must be lost in the construction of cross pipes under the roads, to be let by con- 
tract to a mason, who will be attached to each overseer’s party for this puipose, as soon as the 
necessary materials are provided, at the places where such pipes are required. 

In constructing roads over bog soils, the best preparation for forming and soling is to strip 
off the surface sod, shape the ground underneath according to the section directed, lay on a bed 
of heath, when it can be procured, and lay down the sod afterwards, putting on a second or 
third coat of such sods before laying on the soling. 

Before constructing the fences, the base on which they are to stand should be levelled 
uniformly with the roadway, and not, as is generally the case, constructed on the natural sur- 
face of the ground, without regard to its inequality and undulations. The sod fences should 
be in general 5 feet at base, 3 feet 6 inches in height, and finished to 1 foot in width at top, 
with an offset of 6 inches betwixt the base of the fence and the drain ; a facing of stones, of 
15 inches in height, will be an improvement. The outer drains may be excavated 5 feet in 
width at top, 3 feet 6 inches in depth, and 1 foot in width at bottom. Single gullets from 
IS inches to 2 feet 6 inches in width, paved at bottom and flagged at top ; side walls 18 inches 
in width, with good quoins. 

The side slopes of earth-cutting and embankments should not be less than one to one, and 
in all cases where embankments exceed 5 feet in height, one and a half to one. An allowance 
should be made for subsidence ; this will be proportioned to the height and description of filling, 
whether of bog, clay, gravel, or sand. 

No. 1 may be considered the section of a 24-foot road, with footpath. 



24 feet 




No. 2 is to be the section of the 21-foot roads. 




Scale of 1 inch to 10 feet: — 




1 inch 0 12 inchct 



The economy of labour is of much consequence ; it will therefore be necessary to see that the 
men employed keep correctly to their sections in cutting and filling, and that they are properly 
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apportioned on the several parts of the work, and that the excavators, fillers, and wheelers are 
in due proportion. 

The number of men to be employed in excavating will depend on the kind of stuff, whether 
of sand, clay, or gravel, and the length of the runs for the barrow-men will define the number 
of fillers. 

Take, for example, a hill to be excavated consisting chiefly of a stiff clay, and the lead as 
two stages of 24 yards each. To work this with a double run would require the following 
men : — 

Finders . . . . 6 to 8 

Fillers .... 4 
Wheelers. . . . 4— 14 to 16. 

A man can probably be spared from the finders, occasionally, to clear the way before the 
barrows at the tip ; the regulation of the roadway and of the slopes of the banks should after- 
wards be contracted for. If the material to be excavated be loose, a smaller number of finders 
may answer, and if it be compact a greater number will be required. If the stages be made 
too long the fillers will not be constantly employed, if too short the wheelers must wait till the 
barrows are filled. There may be cases in which, from want of space, or want of barrows, it 
may be necessary to employ three fillers for two barrows, and make the stage longer. 

Ihese are matters, however, which will right themselves. If the men are disposed to work, 
and earn good wages, they will soon discover the most economical mode of working. At the 
commencement, however, the overseer employed by the Board should be able to place the men 
and put in the runs in the best manner. 

Models for fences should be made of laths, and kept on the works. 

Stewards, to be paid by the Board, must be appointed to take charge of the several gangs as 
usual, and see that the work is properly executed. 

The check clerks are to keep their check accounts of each gang as usual. 

It is of the utmost importance that the ordinary labour of the country should not be inter- 
fered with by the Public Works, and overseers must recollect that these works have been insti- 
tuted for the sole object of employing poor labourers who cannot by possibility find employment 
elsewhere from private persons. The overseers are, therefore, strictly required to strike off their 
lists any number of men who may be required by any farmer or other employer who may have 
occasion for labourers. 

Measurement and Valuation. 

It is of importance that the work be measured before being commenced, and be divided into 
lots, the dimensions of which should be carefully preserved for future reference if any question 
should arise. 

The value must also be determined beforehand, and the work may be let either by the lot 
or by measurement ; but in all cases the quantity must be stated as near as may be in the 
periodical returns made to the engineer’s office. The determination of the value of a piece of 
work, either by lot or by measurement, must be in a great measure a practical question, but, as 
some guide, from 2>\d. to 4 id. per yard may be stated as a high but not an unreasonable price 
for finding and filling stiff clay, and from \d. to id. per cubic yard per stage of 24 yards as the 
price for wheeling. From id. to 2d. per yard would be a high price for finding and filling 
bog stuff, and \d. per stage for wheeling. If any stones occur in the excavation, and are pre- 
served and wheeled into heaps, about 5 d. per cubic yard may be allowed for them in addition 
to the value entered for the measurement of the cutting. When the old metalling is taken 
off existing roads, the same principle of valuation may be applied. The price allowed for 
breaking stones should vary from 6 d. to lOd. for limestone, according to quality ; and from 
lOd. to Is. 2d. for compact sandstone, or harder rocks. 

For rock cutting, it is impossible to fix a price which would approach even to an approxi- 
mation, as it may vary from 6 d. to 2s. 6 d. per cubic yard, according to circumstances. 

The value of quarrying stones for metalling or walling differs widely from rock cutting, and 
may be stated at from 4 d. to 8 d. per cubic yard. 

The price of a well-made sod fence, 5 feet to 6 feet wide at base, and 3 feet 6 inches high, 
may be taken at from 3s. to 6s. per lineal chain of 22 yards. If stones are used in the inuer 
face for one foot high, the style of the fence will be much improved thereby, and 6s. per chain 
will not be an unreasonable price. These prices take for granted that the fences should be 
constructed with much care, and in most cases the outer drain will be made at the same time, 
without further cost. Light formations of the roadway under one foot cutting may be valued 
by tbe lineal chain of 22 yards at from 6s. to 8s. Gullets to be priced at so much each ; a 
good 2-foot gullet is worth from 20s. to 30s. when well built and paved. 

There are many parts of the work the value of which it will be difficult to determine, espe- 
cially in the case of half-finished works, such as fences, formations, &c. But such difficulty 
should not prevent the engineer from setting the work by contract; let sufficient allowance be 
made, and if a doubt exists the labourers should have the advantage of it. Under present cir- 
cumstances, it will be generally found that, even at very high rates, work will be executed 
cheaper by task than by the day’s work. 

It is the desire of the Commissioners that such prices be allowed that a man working mode- 
rately may earn from lOd. to 12 d. per day, and that any man who can and will work hard 
may earn from 15 d. to 18c?. per day. 

It is of importance to explain to the labourers that the introduction of taskwork has not been 
adopted for the purpose of reducing their earnings, but as a great boon to them, inasmuch as 
it will enable them to earn, if they wish, in the broken weather of winter, more than they could 
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by day’s work in summer. In short, by task work alone can the labourers hope to'earn suffi- 
cient to supply their families during winter ; and it is expected that every exertion will be made 
to introduce the system generally. 

The labourers are to be employed on a list having been made out and signed by the inspect- 
ing officer of the district, to whom you will send a requisition for whatever number of men you 
are prepared to employ, distinguishing the number in each relief district. 

In commencing any work care should be taken to divide it into small lots, each of which is 
to be let by task or measurement to a gang of men, to be composed, as the case may be, of 
from 10 to 12, to be headed by a working ganger, who is to receive one shilling in the pound 
in addition to his portion of the earning of the gang ; but payment in the way of subsistence 
must be made at the end of each week. 

The men may choose their own ganger, whose duty it will be to take directions from the over- 
seers, settle with his gang for the task work, when measured and valued by the engineer, and 
take charge of the implements supplied to his gang. 

The subsistence to be paid weekly ; and on the completion of each lot of work it will be 
measured and valued according to the following scale of prices, made out in accordance with 
the Board’s directions. 

Excavations . — Filling and finding, 



Peat or sand . 
Loose clay 
Stiff clay . 
Rock . 



Id. to 2 \d. per cubic yard. 
2 \d. to 3 \d. „ 

to 4 \d. 

6 d. to 2s. 6 d. „ 



Where stones or rock occur in excavations care should be taken to preserve the stones, to be 
piled in convenient heaps, measured and paid for at the rate of 4 d. to 6 d. per cubic yard, in 
addition to the value allowed by the measurement of the excavation ; the same principle of 
valuation to be applied to removing and piling into heaps the old metalling of roads. 

When wheelbarrows are used for shifting the material, the stages are to be from 20 to 30 
yards, according to circumstances ; but for valuation a stage is to be considered 25 yards, and 
an allowance of |d. per stage is to be made. 

When the lead is more than 100 yards it will be necessary to employ horses, and the price 
for cartage to be from 3d. to 6 d. per cubic yard, for distances from 20 to 120 perches. 

Where there is less than 1 foot cutting or filling, the formation is to be valued at from Is. 6 d. 
to 4s. per perch. 

Fencing . — Sod fences on embankments are to be 4 feet 6 inches wide at base, 3 feet high, 
and may be valued at from Is. to Is. 4 d. per perch ; on level ground they are to be 5 feet wide 
at base, 3 feet 6 inches high, and the price per perch will be Is. 6 d. The fences will be im- 
proved by a facing of stones, 15 inches in height, along the road side, and the price may be 
increased to 2s. per perch. The prices for sod fences include the value of side drains. 

Stone Walls to be 3 feet high, 2 feet wide at base, and 1 foot 6 inches at top, and will cost 
from 3s. to 4s. per perch, according to circumstances. 

Retaining Walls, of dry masonry, to be paid for at from Is. 6 d. to 2s. 6 d. per cubic yard, 
according to the situation and convenience of materials. 

Drains. — Catch-water drains to be 4 feet wide at top, 2 feet 6 inches deep, may be valued 
at from 3d. to 5d. per perch. Bog-drains, 6 feet wide at top, 3 feet 6 inches deep, will cost 3d. 
to 5d. per perch. 

Rubile Drains, 3 feet deep, filled 1 foot high with small stones, will cost from 6d. to lOd. 
per perch ; they are to be carefully excavated and covered in. 

Gullets . — Single gullets to be from 10s. to 1Z. 10s. each, and double gullets from 21. to 3 1. 
each ; they are to be in every case covered with strong flags, and securely paved, well built, 
and the ends carefully squared, to consist of well-bedded large stones. 

Soling is to be of either clay or sand, free from stones and vegetable earth, and to be paid 
for at same prices as excavations, according to the length of lead. 

Stones, whether quarried or gathered, are for all purposes to be measured and paid for at 
from 3d. to 7 d. per cubic yard, and for carriage at the same rate as excavations, that is, where 
the length of lead varies from 20 to 120 perches, 3d. to 6d. per cubic yard ; and where the 
lead is greater, the price to be regulated so that a horse may earn 3s. per day, to be valued 
according to the quantity. The price for breaking stones to be from lOd. to Is. 2d. per cubic 
yard, according to quantity ; the stones are to be broken so as to be no more than 2 inches in 
their greatest dimensions ; from 2d. to 4 d. per perch to be paid for spreading, according to 
quantity of material, and for blinding from 6 d. to 8<f. per perch. 

The foregoing prices have reference chiefly to new works and to hill-cutting. Where the 
surfaces of old roads are to be reconstructed, the price for picking up the surface, forming, 
levelling, and raking out large stones, may be from Is. to Is. 6 d. per perch; the large stones 
should be collected, piled in heaps, and paid for at 2d. to 4 d. per cubic yard in addition. For 
breaking these the usual price allowed for breaking stones may be given, and for spreading 
them and maintaining the road an agreement should be made by the perch. 

Where hills are cut, or embankments made on these, works, they are to be paid for same as 
other earth-work, or by the perch. 

It is hoped the practical knowledge and due examination and deliberation of the local 
engineers will supply the deficiency of these directions, as the valuation of a piece of work is 
a difficult professional question. In making the valuations the engineer will give the workmen 
the benefit of every doubtful case, and we are confident that they will be acting best for the 
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interest 

exertion 



of the country to deal liberally with the labourers, so as to enable them 
to earn much more wages than they could by days’ work. 

By order. 



by honest 



Jos. C. Walker, Secretary. 



Circular, No. 51. 

[Relief Department.] 

SlR ’ Office of Public Works, January 21, 1847. 

I aju directed by the Commissioners to request that you will send a copy of every paper 
or instruction which you may have circulated, and, for the future, that you will forward surh 
for the approval of the Board, in the first instance. 

I am, &c. 

Jos. C. Walker, Secretary. 



[Relief Department.] 



Circular, No. 52. 



® IK ’ Office of Public Works, January 26, 1847. 

I am directed to request that when implements are required for the use of labourers 
employed on Public Works, you will furnish to this Office a detailed demand of those required 
stating the place at which they should be delivered, and as far as it is known the most conve- 
nient mode of conveyance, the requisitions hitherto sent not being sufficiently definite, thereby 
causing great confusion and consequent delay. J 

I am, &c. 

Jos. C. Walker, Secretary. 



Memorandum, No. 53. 

[Relief Department.] 

Office of Public Works, January 26, 1847. 

The attention of the Commissioners has been directed to the class of persons employed 
as overseers on the Relief Works, and the importance of those officers being competent to 
discharge the duties required of them. On the overseer devolves the measurement and letting 
of the tasks, the proper distribution of the labourers on the works, and the due performance 
of the labour. They are also charged with the care of the tools and implements. They ought 
to be able to read and write, and keep accounts, and be examined and instructed in making 
measurements. Those who are most expert should be recommended for a higher rate of pay, 
and every exertion made to create emulation among them. Overseers of parties working by 
task should always be paid more than when the parties are on day-work. 

By order, 

J os. C. Walker, Secretary. 



Circular, No. 54. 

[Relief Department.] 

SiR, Office of Public Works, January 23, 1847. 

I am directed by the Board to request that you will, without delay, furnish a return, 
showing what works commenced under the provisions of the Act 9 and 10 Viet., c. 107, and 
Mr. Labouchere’s Letter of the 5th October, have been left unfinished, in consequence of the 
amount presented being over expended. 

By order, 

Jos. C. Walker, Secretary . 



Circular, No. 55. 

[Relief Department.] 

Office of Public Works, January 25, 1847. 

The Commissioners of Public Works have heard, with much regret, that the destitute 
labourers employed by task to execute certain drainage presentments, have shown great indis- 
position to work, and in consequence the sums earned have not been in proportion to their 
necessities.- 

According to the prices allowed, a willing labourer can earn from one shilling to fifteen pence 
per day; but if he determines not to use any exertion, and in consequence his earning does not 
exceed sixpence or eightpence per day, the fault lies with himself, and not with the contract 
price. 

It is necessary that both the overseers and labourers should understand that the Drainage 
Presentment Works, under Mr. Labouchere’s Letter, are to be paid for by the landed pro- 
prietors who undertake them, and that the work must be considered to be a private one, com- 
menced by an individual for the purpose of employing the people. Hence it becomes the duty 
of the overseer, as well as of the labourer, to do justice to the proprietor who undertakes, at has 
own cost, to employ the destitute on reproductive works, and thus prevent an unnecessary expen- 
diture on road works, which would have been defrayed by a general assessment. 

If the drainage be not executed at a reasonable cost, the works commenced will not be com- 
pleted for the amount of the estimate which corresponds with that that of the presentment. In 
this view the inspecting officers of the Board are requested to remove from the relief list any 
labourer who, through laziness or design, will not exert himself to execute his task, as it would 
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be most unjust that the proprietors, who through benevolence have undertaken the works, should 
be injured by the combination or indolence of the labourers. 

By order, 

Jos. C. Walker, Secretary. 



[Relief Department.] 

Instructions to the Inspectors of Drainage, Stc. 

Sir, Office of Public Works, January 22, 1 847. 

The Board of Public Works have appointed you to examine and report on the several 
drainage presentments, in the baronies of in the county of 

The maps of the several districts will be forwarded to you at by 

and the Board wish that no time may be lost in commencing your inspection. 

You will see by the documents which accompany the maps what your duties are. 

In making your estimates, you will take care always to retain at least 10 per cent, out of the 
presentment, to cover contingencies. 

The works should be so laid out and estimated that no part be left unfinished, consequently ' 
it will be always desirable to keep within the amount of the presentment., and if, in the progress 
of the work, it becomes evident that there will be an overplus, then the draining of an additional 
portion of land may be commenced, for the purpose of expending the balance. 

The cost to be charged to the presentment will, in each case, include a portion of the pay 
clerk’s salary, a portion also of that of the check clerk, the local overseer, and all tools supplied, 
and it is to cover such contingencies that 10 per cent., on the original estimate should be re- 
tained ; but allowance should also be made for casualties, such as the tailing in of drains, 
difficulty of procuring stones, tiles, &c. 

Where necessary, you can have the assistance of a surveyor to measure and take sections for 
the main drains. On this subject you will communicate with who 

will render you every assistance in his power. You will probably require the assistance of one 
or more sub -inspectors to carry into effect the works recommended by you in each of the 
baronies; such persons are usually paid about 1/. 10s. per week, according to ability. You 
will recommend to the Board such persons to fill this office as you may think suitable, naming 
the pay you would recommend for each. 

The local overseers of each for the principal Presentment Works will be recommended by 
the undertakers, and you may appoint such of them as appear to you to be suitable. Such 
overseers are, in each case, to be paid out of the presentment, consequently it is desirable that 
the salary should not exceed 2s. per day, but the usual price will be Is. 6 d. per day. 

The prices for the different portions of the work, originally determined by you, should be 
entered in a leaf of the field book, a copy of which, in each case, you will hand to the sub- 
inspector of drainage for his guidance, and he will communicate the detail of the prices to be 
paid for each portion of the work to the local overseer of the presentment. 

It is most important that the laying the sod and the filling of the earth over the broken stone 
should be postponed in every case until the sub-inspector of drainage shall have seen and 
approved of the work. 

To insure regularity, the Commissioners require that the inspector of drainage, and likewise 
the sub-inspector, should keep diaries, according to the form sent, staling how and where they 
were employed on each day. 

The sub-inspector is to forward to this office a weekly return of the number of labourers 
employed on each of the works, according to the form which will be supplied, and care should 
be taken that it be posted so as to reach this Office on the following Monday. 

The payment of the tasks earned by the labourers will be made once in each week. 

To effect this object, it will be necessary that the overseer of each presentment should notify 
to the sub-inspector of drainage the sum that will probably be required to pay the people, 
taking care that the estimate may not be under the sum required ; such estimate to be posted 
so as to reach this office in sufficient time to enable the pay-clerk to be funded previous to the 
appointed pay day. 

At the end of the week the overseer of the work is to measure the work done by each con- 
tractor, and make out a return of the amount due on each contract, according to the prices 
fixed on, whether for cutting drains, collecting and breaking stones, quarrying, or drawing 
stones for the drains, filling the drains, See., and this pay-list or return must be certified by the 
sub-inspector, and handed to the pay clerk when he arrives to pay the labourers. 

This return should also be certified by the check clerk, should such have been appointed to 
visit the work. 

Instructions as to -proceeding when Works have been sanctioned. 

You are to place yourself in communication with the inspecting officer in charge of the dis- 
trict, who will supply each Drainage Work with labourers selected from the relief lists, on your 
requisition, stating the number you require and the day on which it is to be commenced. 

The check clerks employed under the inspecting officer on the said works will, when required 
to do so, take an account of the men’s time, and having certified the returns for payment, will 
forward them to the sub-inspector for his certificate as to their correctness, who is to affix the 
prices to the names. 

The inspector of drainage in each district is to put himself in communication with the 
inspector of accounts for the district, for the purpose of making precise arrangements relative to 
the payment of the people. The inspector will also give the names and addresses of the sub- 
inspectors of drainage, who are to certify to the accuracy of the weekly returns. 

By order, 

To Jos. C. Walker, Secretary . 
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CERTIFICATE OF EMPLOYMENT. 
hereby certify, that the within Account, amounting to 

ia correct in every particular, anil that the poisons therein named hove been 
employed for the time ill tiie duties, or for the purposes therein stated, and have fully and fairly 
performed llic same. 




CERTIFICATES OF PAYMENT. 

ledged the Receipt by their Signature or Mark, the Sums placed opposite their respective names, 
and that the whole of such payments amount to the sum of 

Pay Clerk. 

Dated this day of 18 

several individuals mentioned in the within Return, *thc Sums set opposite their names, amounting 
in the whole to Pounds, Shillings, end Pence. 

Dated Ikle day of 18 
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Circular, No. 56. 

[Relief Department.] 

Sir, Qffi ce °f Public Works, Dublin, January 2S, 1847. 

A Return of the state of the Relief Works, compiled to the 31st January, 1847, inclu- 
sively, being now required, similar to that furnished to the Commissioners at the close of the 
last season, and the receipt of the same in this Offiee within the first week of February being 
indispensable, I am directed to urge on your attention its completion in the most perfect shape 
within that period. And for carrying out the Board’s instructions in this respect, I herewtth 
enclose a circular, to be signed by you and addressed to the engineers in the county, and to be 
accompanied by a few of the printed forms herewith sent. 

I am, &c. 

Jos. C. Walker, Secretary. 

Inspecting Officer. 

January 29, 1847. 

I am directed by the Board to collect, with the least possible delay, returns on the 
accompanying forms, showing the state of the works in each county, under the Acts 1 and 
9 Vie., cap. 21 and 1, and 9 and 10 Vic., cap. 107. 

You will be most particular in filling with accuracy the details under the heads “ Amounts 
sanctioned” and “ Amounts expended •” and in cases where the latter amount exceeds the 
former, you will state whether a further presentment has been or will be obtained under the 
proposed new Act for the excess, and to what extent. 

I am, &c. 

Inspecting Officer. 
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Circular, No. 57. 



[Relief Department.] 

Sir, Office of Pvblic Works, January 30, 1847. ’ 

I am directed to request you will send up, by return of post, the accompanying forms 
correctly filled up. 

You will also have the goodness to state, the names and numbers on the schedule of all 
works,* in the baronies in your charge which have been commenced in anticipation of a formal 
sanction from the Board, and as near as possible the amount expended on each work up to the 
date of this letter inclusive, with any observations on the works you may consider necessary. 

By order, 

Jos. C. Walker, Secretary. 



Employment of Labouring Poor, 9 and 10 Vic., c. 107. 



County of . Barony of . Name of Engineer 




Circular, No. 58. 

[Relief Department.] 

Sir, Office of Public Works, February 1, 1847. 

It has been represented that inconvenience is experienced by farmers and others, from 
the destruction of fences in carrying on the Relief Works. 

The Commissioners request your attention to the subject, as a very temporary fence will be 
sufficient to prevent encroachments while the works are in progress. 

I am, &e., 

Jos. C. Walker, Secretary. 

Circular, No. 59. 

[Relief Department.] 

Sir, Office of Public Works, February 1, 1847. 

I am directed to inform you, that the Commissioners desire, when great distress would 
be occasioned by a temporary suspension of Public Works, previous to the new system of 
relief being fully arranged, you will continue employment on those works, with reference to 
which, measures are being taken for enabling the baronies to make further ptesentments. 

1 am, &c., 

Jos. C. Walker, Secretary. 



Circular, No. 60. 

[Relief Department.] 

Sir, Office of Public Works , February 2, 1847. 

I am directed by the Board to inform you that, you are not, after the receipt of this 
communication to commence any work in the baronies under your charge, without first re- 
ceiving the formal sanction of the Board for each work, aud for which application should be 
made as usual, if required. 

I am. See., 

Jos. C. Walker, Secretary. 



* This should be very correct, in order that the Treasury sanction may be obtained for such Works as 
were commenced in anticipation of it. 
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Circular. 

[Relief Department.] 

Sm » _ Office of Public Works, February 4, 1847. 

I am directed by the Board to instruct you, to forward direct to this office the returns 
of the state of the works, as required by the inspecting officer’s circular of the =>9th ultimo 
The in for nnation required being exclusively connected with vour department, it was" through an 
error in this office, that the inspecting officer was required to procure it. 

I am, &c., 

Jos. C. Walker, Secretary. 



Extract from a Report of Captain J. Airey. 

Royal Barracks, January IT, 184/. 

From my own observation and inquiry I am sorry to report that, 
although just at present it is the slack period of the year, the usual farm opera- 
tions are not generally carried on. The large farmers indeed are tilling their 
ground to a certain degree, but not to the same extent as in former years. In 
the same month of 1846 there was not so much tillage as in the previous year, 
but now there is still less among the large and scarcely any among the smnll 
farmers. This arises, as far as I can ascertain, from various causes, viz., the 
inability of dieting the labourers, which has hitherto been the custom, and either 
not haying the money to pay their wages, or having an aversion to part with it. 
The high price of grain greatly affects the farmer, as, from a want of proper 
food or a sufficiency of it, not only the labourer but even the horses are unable 
to perform the amount of labour required of them. 

The small farmer, I hear, does not generally do much at tliis season from the 
shortness of the day, and consequently the few hours that the labourer can 
work ; but this year, from want of seed, want of food to diet the men, want of 
ready money to pay wages, and,. I fear, dislike to take the labourer from the 
Public Works, from the dread of creating a bad feeling in the country against 
themselves, they are doing scarcely anything. Farmers holding even a hundred 
acres are, from this latter cause, deterred from employing many people as they 
have done. The only methods I can propose of preventing tliis evil is to insist 
on task-work, or very considerably decrease the wages on the Public Works. 



Lieutenant Miller to Mr. Walker. 

Nenagh, February 3, 1S47. 

I have to report that as William Kennedy, overseer on the Bally annee 
road, parish of Kuigli, barony of Lower Ormond, was going to the work tliis 
morning he was met at a distance of about half a mile from the work, by two 
armed men who beat him severely about the head, and one of them snapped a 
pistol three times at him, and the other fired at him with another pistol, but 
without effect. 

This is the third outrage committed on overseers in this district within the 
last few months, and I therefore beg to recommend that all the works in the 
Monsea Relief District, which comprises the five parishes of Monsea, Dormi- 
neer, ICuigh, Killodiernau, and Cloghprior be suspended for a short time. 

As a temporary measure I have stopped five works in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood, having issued a notice, of 'which the enclosed is a copy. 



Enclosure. 

Notice. 

In consequence of the attack made this morning upon William Kennedy, overseer of 
Ballyannee road, the following works will be stopped until the Lord Lieutenant’s pleasure is 
known : — 

1. Ballyannee. 

2. Kuigh Castle Hill. 

3. Kuigh and Claree Old Road. 

4. Deane’s Old Road. 

5. Gleeson’s Hill. 



[b. W. 2.] 
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Lieut-Col. Jones to Mr. Trevelyan. 



February 4, 1847. 

As the roads in many parts of the country will he found, when the new 
machinery comes into play, in a very unfinished state, I have endeavoured to 
press upon his Excellency’s attention how very desirable it will be to put all 
the roads under the Board of Works, with power to complete such as they may 
consider useful to the country, and make it imperative on the counties to present 
for the amounts expended; we should then have power to exercise our judg- 
ment and discretion in the - selection of the works as well as the time for 
executing them. 

For the coming assizes we are preparing certificates for the grand juries, for 
part of the advances under the Act Viet., c. 1. You are well aware that 
we have not yet been able to ascertain the exact amount expended under that 
Act, the sums recommended in many cases not having been issued until the 
second season; however, we shall be prepared with certificates for every 
county, but not to the full amount to which they will be liable. We do not 
propose sending any certificates at the coming assizes for monies advanced 
under the Act, c. 107, inasmuch as the accounts are not yet closed. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Lieut-Colonel Jones. 



February 5, 1847. 

I send herewith 30 copies of each of the following documents : — 

1. The Bill now before Parliament for the relief of the present distress. 

2. Letter from Sir George Grey to the Lord Lieutenant on the subject of 
this Bill ; and, 

3. Draft of Instructions to the Commissioners who are to be appointed to 
carry the measure into effect. 

And I am desired to request that you will immediately send copies of these 
documents to those of the officers employed under your Board in different 
parts of Ireland, in whose discretion and local knowledge you have most con- 
fidence, and instruct them to furnish you, with the least practicable delay, with 
all the information in their power on the following points in reference to their 
respective districts, or to other districts with which they are well acquainted : — 

1. What are the names and extent of the districts of each Relief Com- 
mittee ? 

2. Are relief districts conterminous with electoral districts, or could they be 
made so without extensive alterations ? 

In those cases in which the relief and electoral districts are not conterminous, 
which of the two is the largest, and what particular relation do they bear to 
each other in point of extent ? 

3. What are the names of the persons constituting the present Relief Com- 
mittees, classed, in respect to each Committee, in the order in which they are 
most to be depended upon for carrying out the proposed measures ? and add 
any confidential remarks that may be required for the guidance of the Com- 
missioners in making a proper selection. 

4. How are the individuals composing the present Committees circumstanced 
with regard to intimidation or other undue influences on their proceedings ? 

5. What funds has each of the present Committees available in cash or stores 
0 f food, and at what rate are they expending or adding to them ? and, 

6. What individuals are there resident in each Union whose firmness of cha- 
racter, habits of business, and station and condition would make them fit agents 
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for the Union Finance Committees, who are to watch over and control the 
proceedings of the Relief Committees? 

You are requested to deliver the answers, as they are received, to Sir Jolm 
Burgoyne, who will communicate with the Lord Lieutenant on the subject of 
them. 

The Draft of the Instructions is a strictly confidential document, and you are 
requested to caution the officers to whom you send them to regard them as 
such, and to return them to you, with their answers. 



Lieut.-Colonel Jones to Mr. Trevelyan. 

February 6, 1847. 

I suggested to the Lord Lieutenant^ a few days ago, the expediency of 
immediately placing all the labourers on the Relief Works on the reduced rates 
of farming wages, or say 10c?. per diem, in order to do away with the premium 
held out by our supposed system of task-work, on which a large proportion of 
those employed are receiving much higher rates of pay. Without somet hing of 
the sort is done, it can scarcely be expected that the labourer will leave the 
Public Works. 



Captain Butler to Mr. Walker. 

Newcastle, February 7, 1847. 

I sent out Mr. Thompson on Friday, according to the Board’s instruc- 
tions, to supersede Mr. Keating at Shanagolden in charge of the barony of Shanid. 
Mr. Thompson was accompanied by Mr. Buck, engineer, who had directions to 
assist him in taking over his charge. 

Mr. Keating refused to surrender the charge and papers connected with his 
office, upon the pretence that my authority was insufficient, and that he knew of 
no such person as “ E. Hornsby,”* a copy of whose letter was shown to him. 

Mr. Buck, after a fruitless application to the magistrates, who declared that 
they apprehended a riot, and had no force to keep it down, left Mr. Thompson, 
and returned to Newcastle to consult with me. 

Mr. Keating told Mr. Thompson, when he was left alone, that he had no 
grudge against him, but that “ he had better not meddle •” and at night a mob 
assembled, and began to shout out for Mr. Thompson and Malony, a clerk 
whose dismissal Mr. Keating had been endeavouring to procure. The mob 
became violent, and Messrs. Thompson and Malony were with difficulty ex- 
tricated by the police, and escorted to Newcastle, which they reached at three 
in the morning. 

Having consulted with Captain Kennedy, one of my predecessors, the next 
morning I employed a Mr. Dowling, an attorney, to prepare a notice of “ filing 
a bill in equity ” against Mr. Keating, if he failed to surrender the papers ; but 
I also instructed him to see Mr. Keating, and induce him, by showing him the 
expense and penalties that he would incur, to make a prompt surrender. I 
directed Mr. Buck to accompany the attorney for the purpose of pointing out 
the several papers and documents ; and I procured an escort of police on cars, 
with their officer, to accompany Mr. Buck to ensure his personal safety. 

Unfortunately one of the cars broke down, and five policemen were 
left behind on the road ; and Mr. Buck, seeing no appearance of a mob, 
imprudently separated from the police, instead of remaining at the barrack. A 
mob shortly after assembled, broke into the house where Mr. Buck was, beat 
him in a furious manner, and he with difficulty escaped to the barracks in dis- 
guise, whence, being confused by a blow on the head, he returned across the 
comity to Newcastle on foot, instead of waiting for the police. The mob then 
searched for the attorney, who, however, succeeded in making his escape to the 
barrack, and returned with the police. 

He sent this message to me by the attorney, “ that he begged to assure 
“ Captain Butler that he was offering no factious opposition *, and that as soon 



* Assistant Secretary to the Board. 
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“ as he saw a letter signed by Mr. Walker, whom he knew to he secretary to 
“ the Board, he would surrender everything.” 

I beg that the Board will send me speedily instructions how to proceed 
against Mr. Keating. I wrote yesterday to the stipendiary magistrates at Rath- 
keale and Abbeyfeale to call their attention to the state of tumult that Shana- 
golden was in. 

Mr. Keating has lavished the petty patronage of his situation, and so per- 
suaded the people of the identity of their interests with his, that I expect much 
difficulty in restoring order in the barony. 

Mr. Coppinger, the officer of police, represents the mob to have been half 
drunk, and very savage. 



The Mayor of Cork to Lord John Russell. 

Mayor s Office, Cork, February 1, 1847. 

In compliance with a resolution at a special general meeting of the 
trustees and managers of the Cork Savings’ Bank, I beg to address your Lord- 
ship on a subject of no small importance to this country at the present awful 
crisis. 

F rom the terms of the enclosed resolution your Lordship will perceive that, 
at the various savings’ banks in Ireland, in addition to the separate surplus fund 
of 11,000/. of realized profits, there is at the end of each year a large amount 
of unfunded profits over and above all engagements and debts due to the 
depositors, the disposal of which is now by law confined strictly to the expenses 
of the management of these concerns, for which it is more than sufficient. 

Deeply sensible of the appalling nature of the calamity with which Provi- 
dence has been pleased to visit this afflicted land, arid convinced of the necessity 
of the most strenuous efforts on the part of all public bodies for the preservation 
of human life, the trustees of this institution believe that in no manner onn the 
surplus funds and unfunded profits of those institutions, or at least a portion of 
them, be better employed than in the relief of the poor of this country. 

It may be urged that such a disposal of those funds is contrary to the 
fundamental laws regulating such institutions ; but, my Lord, if ever there was 
a time when objections of such a nature ought to be disregarded it is surely 
now, when so many human beings are daffy perishing for the want of the means 
ol subsistence. A strong reason for sanctioning the appropriation of the funds 
in question is the consideration that it can be done without the slightest viola- 
tion of vested interests, or in any manner limiting the usefulness or security of 
those most valuable institutions. 

Most earnestly, then, my Lord, do I press this matter upon your attention, 
and 1 hope that your Lordship will see the propriety of enabling the trustees of 
savings banks in Ireland to apply a portion of such surplus funds as aforesaid 
in the manner they may deem best calculated to relieve the distressed, by 
mtioducmg an Act, or inserting a clause into some Act now before Parliament, 
containing such permissory power, with such limitations and provisoes as to 
your Lordship shall seem necessary. 



Enclosure. 

Cork Savings’ Bank. 

At a ®P e ^ ial , G ™eral Meeting of the Trustees and Managers of the Cork Savings’ Bank, 
the Right Worshipful Edward Hackett, Esq., Mayor, in the chair, 

filed F0P ° Std by J - Crd =' Es «' and s ™“ dad S “ Thomas Deane, 

As the various savings’ banks in Ireland have a separate surplus fund of more than 1 1,0001., 
consisting of realized profits, and have, in addition thereto, at the end of each vear, a consider- 
dne ”■» * P r ? dls over a " d ab ° TC *e Ml amount of ail engagements and debts 

rov™„f P ? !i° rs 'l “ a F pear by the du J a «ounts of each bank furnished to 

now bvT.w r V h n f 0 . s ® of t ea “ officlal y ear (viz., 20th November), the disposal of which is 
s ' r,CIJ y , t0 . th ? <r*P»"? aa of the management of these concerns, for which it 
sufficient, and it being the opinion of the Managing Committee and of this 

ni ato fo y g i T -f m g lhat a P art of these s,lr P lus f,md * a " d Profits might be appro- 
priated for purely charitable purposes, and towards the relief of public distress, without trench- 
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ing in the slightest degree on the funds of depositors, or in any manner limiting the usefulness 
or security ot those most valuable institutions, provided the same be legally effected, 

Resolved,— That, his Worship the Mayor, our chairman, now present, be requested to write 
to Lord John Russell, urging on him, in the most respectful and earnest manner, the pro- 
priety of introducing an Act, or inserting a clause in some Act now before the House, to oive 
a permissory power to the trustees and managers of each bank to appropriate any part or tfieir 
separate surplus profits for the purposes aforesaid, under the special limitation that no such 
appropriation shall be legal or of any effect, unless, previously to the payment thereof, the 
Commissioners for the Reduction of the National Debt shall in such case have assented thereto. 

Resolved, on the motion of Michael J. Barry, Esq., seconded by Thomas Lyons, Esq.,— 
That the proceedings of this meeting be inserted in the public papers. 

Edward Hackett, Chairman. 

January 29, 1847. 



Mr. Higham to Mr. Arbuthnot. 

National Debt Office, February 8, 1 847. 

Every year the several savings’ hanks render to the Commissioners a 
statement of their debt, and the means they possess of meeting the same ; and 
whenever a surplus appears on the face of such statement, the 23rd section of 
the 9th Geo. IV., c. 92, directs that it shall be paid over to a separate account 
to he kept by the Commissioners. The same section provides that the trustees 
may claim, for the purposes of the institution , the whole or any part of the said 
surplus ; and it has been generally applied for by the trustees for the purpose 
of building a house or office for the carrying on the business of the institution. 
An application was made a short time since from the savings’ hank at Parsons- 
town for a similar purpose to that now received from Cork, and the trustees 
were informed that the Commissioners had no power under the before-men- 
tioned Act to sanction the appropriation of any part of the surplus to the object 
in question. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

February 9, 1847. 

Write to party in the terms of Mr. Higham’s note that the proposition is one 
which the law does not sanction. 



Lieut.-Colonel Jones to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of Public Works, February 9, 1847. 

I enclose you some private accounts, which give a terrible feature of 
the state of the country as regards destitution in particular localities. 

We have had a heavy fall of snow, which will cause much suffering. I have 
sent out some of the printed confidential papers, and more will go out by this 
night’s mail. 



Enclosures. 

Extract from Letter of Mr. Prendergast, Inspector of Drainage in Carrigallen, 
Co. Leitrim, Ballinamore, February 7, 1847. 

I wish to report to you, as succinctly as possible, the state of things here, and may 
begin by telling you that the distress is such as no newspaper stories can exaggerate. Famine 
actually prevans, and the deaths are frightfully numerous from want and disease caused by 
insufficient food and clothing. Some poor women were in this town before daylight last 
market day to conceal their bedding and a few articles of furniture that were to be sold for a 
few days' food . A man was in the town carrying a dead child on his back, himself half 
stupified by want, and wandering in and out of doorways without asking aid. A woman lately 
mentioned the excellent soup she had made after killing her cow, there being no other resource. 
Now this speaks volumes, for the pigs being already gone and the poultiy too, there will 
remain absolutely nothing but the meal in the market for all provisions. Pale sickly faces 
surround me when I am in the fields; and I assure you the country presents a picture like the 
storied famines of old; under all this the poor people are wonderfully patient. Outrages 
there are certainly, but they are comparatively rare ; and although provisions are stolen and 
cattle are occasionally killed, yet the wonder is that any are left when the people are thus 
famished. A bullock of Archdeacon Agars was taken last night; but there are sheep and 
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cows not touched, which is more surprising. I mention these things because, in a private 
letter to a gentleman, such statements usually convey more correct impressions than mere 
official reports. 



Captain Gordon to Captain Larcom. 

Ennis , February 3, 1847. 

You can have no idea of the way the Committees are endeavouring to force every 
person on the works ; in fact, each district is trying to get the largest share of the money. 

The destitution is nothing to compare to the West Riding of Cork. 

I enclose a curious memorandum I have taken as one out of many. 

The land is quite neglected. 



Parish of Kilfenora, Barony of Corcomroe, County of Clare. 



Townlands. 


Number 

returned 

as 

Destitute. 


Families 

as 

per Census, 
1841. 


Ballykeel (North and South) 


67 


44 


Bally govan 


86 


15 


Ballykelal 


56 


29 


Cahirciveen (East and West) 


43 


21 


Clooneen 


8 


3 


Creggan 


2 




Lickeen (East and West) . 


69 


43 


Tullagha (Upper and Lower) . . 


95 


35 



Number returned in the parish as destitute .... 862 

Families per Census 548 



Number returned in the parish as destitute .... 862 

Families per Census 548 



Captain Gordon to Captain Larcom. 

Ennis , February 7, 1847. 

I go round all the Committees this week, to investigate the cases where I have taken off 
the names, commencing at Ennistimon, from which Committee I have no lists, except addi- 
tional ones I have refused to sanction. To give you some idea, I send the numbers returned 
for one barony. 

I need not say I have refused to act upon them, and am going down to Ballyvaughan after 
Ennistimon. 



Parish. 


Families 
Iper Census, 
J 1841. 


Population. 


Number 

returned 

Destitute. 


Carran .... 


. j 192 


1,144 


291 


Drumcreehy and Town . | 373 


2,331 


1,381 


Gleninagh . 


. ' 149 


S86 


553 


Kileonney . 


. ] 50 


330 


4S 


Killeany . 


. i 96 


520 


229 


Ivillonaghahan 


. ! 244 


1,369 


1,363 


Kilmoon . 


216 


1,439 


494 


Noughaval. 


. , 65 


450 


70 


Rathbonney 


180 


1,000 


409 



Barony of Burren, omitting parishes of Abbey and Oughterama, of which I have no lists. 



Mr. Parker to Lieut.-Colonel Jones. 

Armagh , February 6, 1847. 

Captain Glascock, R.N., who has arrived here, holding the appointment of Inspector 
of Relief Committees, proposes that spinning-wheels should be supplied to the females, and 
flax to be gratuitously given the children to be kept to knitting and sewing ; and although 
at first he met with opposition, the better thinking gentlemen, and especially the clergy of all 
religious creeds, seem now to come into his views; and it is the general opinion, if habits of 
industry could be established, that sanguine hopes might be entertained of seeing peace, con- 
tentment, and plenty once more in this unfortunate country. In some localities where my 
duties call upon me to visit there is no resident landlord, nor even an agent ; and were it not 
for the admirable exertions of the clergy — Protestant and Roman Catholic — the poor would 
be left to starve. Armagh city is highly favoured, his Grace tire Primate setting the noble 
example of benevolence. His charity and munificence are unbounded. Even in localities 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 







BOARD OF WORKS. 



87 



that might he considered as haring no claim on him, his donations are the theme of general 
admiration, ihe soup-kitchen under the superintendence of his Grace's agent is suonorted 
and conducted in a praiseworthy mamer Long may his Grace be sparedto preside ov£ the 
established Church, for it would bo difficult to {nd his equal either as a minister or a guardian 
of the poor. ° 

I h a ve been exceedingly gratified, in my tours through this country, to witness the patience 
with which the peasants bear up against the present calamity, and their exemplary conduct 
but one instance of serious theft having been committed in the barony of Upper Fews where 
the greater portion of the peasantry are paupers, and not one-half of the population employed 
on the Relief works and very few resident gentry. Captain Glascock is a practical man of 
business, and bids fair to create a great moral improvement in the counties of Armagh and 
Tyrone, over which he is inspector. 6 



Captain Broughton to Captain Larcom.' 

Cork, February 7, 1847. 

I HAVE just got home, after a very fatiguing week in Duhallow, and am almost knocked 
up. Still, as there are sessions to be held in Middleton to-morrow, at which I must attend 
and which will occupy me, in all probability, the entire day, I must make out a line to you 
now or it will be delayed. Things, I regret to say, are in a most deplorable state, the poor 
people dying by half dozens at a time, and I do not know how to meet the wants and 
exigencies ot the case. There were six coroner’s inquests held there on Friday : the verdicts 
for each were starvation. The works, which were presented for three months, and which have 
been extended over 15 weeks, are either completed or run out ; and unless fresh works are sanc- 
tioned, both here and elsewhere, during the next three weeks, one-half the population must 
inevitably starve. r 1 

The works, as fax- as the character of them is concerned, are beautifully executed, and reflect 
credit on us all, and this, too, in the remotest and most neglected districts. The roads I visited 
are all of the greatest importance to the country as reproductive works, and I do not hesitate to 
say will advance the civilization of those parts at least 30 years; by which I mean that under 
ordinary circumstances, being a district in which no grand juror resides, these works would 
not have been executed for that period, whilst by opening some thousand acres of remarkably 
fine mountain, the future means of subsistence to a large extent will be increased, which must 
become a very important object consequent on the potato failure. There is as large a breadth 
of wheat sown and up as usual, and I should not consider the farming operations behind. I 
observed in one or two places they were digging over the ridges of last year’s potatoes (which 
had not been dug out), and were making them up with the hopes of their succeeding for the 
ensuing crop a fatal delusion, I am convinced, and one I do not wish to see successful. 
Ultimately, as an accessory and food for cattle, it might be again desirable to use them ; but 
the love and prejudice for them must be got rid of first, or they will inevitably fall into the old 
system, so beneficial to the landlords and so destructive to themselves and their industry. 



Mr. Denver to Captain Larcom. 

Ballyquirk Castle, Burrischane, 
February 5, 1847. 

The parish priest here, at our last Relief Committee, Lorha and Dorha, represented 
to me that the pressure on the works was gone too far, and that the sooner we could stop cash 
payments the better. There were over 100 persons pressing to have their names put down. 
He told of one, a widow’s son, who was employed to enable him to support his mother and 
iamily, who bought a gun instead of taking home his earnings, which gun was taken from him 
again. The lads, who never touched a shilling in their lives, are now, since the potatoes’ 
departure, wild, past the control of their clergy, gambling, dissipating, or buying arms or 
ammunition. Such was the parish priest’s report to me. We talked over a plan, a'sketch of 
which is enclosed, which, though not perfect, for still they might gamble for the tickets, or the 
shopkeepers might buy up the tickets at half value for cadi, yet still these are comparatively small 
evils to the present, and, with the present scarcity, would not be so likely to be abused. Pray 
give it your consideration, and bring it to notice if it appears likely to prove generally useful. 



There is a depot for the Lorha aud Dorha Relief Committee at Munster Harbour 
near Portumna Bridge. 

There are 13 shops, which sell meal, &c., under the rules of the Committee, difiused through 
the district. ° 

The shopkeepers now lodge the cash in the bank at Birr to the credit of the Committee ; on 
producing the deposit receipt, the Committee give each his order on the depot for provisions. V* 
2 r j P ro P ose d that, the pay-clerks should pay for labour only in tickets, representing L., 2*., 
ba., or 5s ; these tickets to be received by the shopkeepers as cash in return for food, and 
to be negotiable in no other manner. The pay-clerks to visit the shops, and take up the 
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tickets from the shopkeepers, paying for them by checks on the bank, which the Committee 
would receive as cash. Such a plan might have a good effect : — 

1st. Save robberies of pay-clerks. 

2nd. Reduce pressure for work on roads. 

3rd. Avoid bad characters, who work only for cash, to be used in purchasing arms, powder 
and shot, or in gambling. 



Mr. Nicol to Mr. Lbifevre. 

5, Hyde Par/c-terrace, February 9, 1847. 

I have a small property in Scotland, in the county of Kincardine, which 
I have for some years past been improving, by draining and by bringing into 
cultivation moorland ; but my operations were last autumn nearly brought to 
a stand by the scarcity of labourers, owing to the increased demand for them in 
similar operations on other estates in the neighbourhood, as well as from the 
Aberdeen Railway, now in course of formation. 

The rate of wages to an able-bodied man I have been paying is about 2s. per 
day, and board and lodging were afforded on the property at Is. per day, until 
the late enhanced price of provisions, when Is. 2d. or Is. 3 d. would now be 
required. 

In my anxiety to get on with my works I have had some communications 
with Irish gentlemen, who were in hopes of supplying me with their unemployed 
countrymen; and the result, so far, is given in the enclosed extract of a letter 
received this morning from my agent. 

I am willing to expend, in the course of this year, some 4000/. on my pro- 
perty, and you will observe that my agent says that it cannot be done from want 
of labourers ; and when the amount applied for under the Drainage Act comes 
to be expended, in addition to the numerous railways and other works in con- 
templation in Scotland, the difficulty must, of course, be greatly increased, and 
it is, I hope, a subject worthy of the consideration of Government. 



Enclosure. 

Stonehaven, February 6, 1847. 

h ave some trenching still going on, but we cannot get labourers, and we shall be 
able to do little until the railway is nearly done. 

Last week an Irish labourer from Limerick came here with a note from Mr. Stephen Spring 
Rice, m order to get employment on your property ; he was an able-bodied young man, and 
we sent him to James Hutt, with instructions to employ him in trenchino- or other Work. 
James says, ‘‘ I showed him the work (trenching) ; but he declared he could not do it, nor 
would he begin. I wished him to try the drains ; but he would not stop.” 

James adds, “ There were some Irishmen came here a few weeks ago, but they would not 
take any contract work ; they had letters mehtioniug the prices of the contract, aud I said, 
how could they expect, to be employed otherwise than was done by our own people 1" There 
are at present upwards of 2000 labourers employed on the railway in this neighbourhood, and 
so eager are they to get on with the work, that, every labourer is laid hold of ; and throughout 
this year, at all events, wages will remain very high. 

Several of the tenants are desirous to make further improvements by means of draining and 
otherwise ; but little can be done from this scarchy of labour. 



EXTRACTS from JOURNALS of INSPECTING OFFICERS. 



Extract from JonaiiAi, of Lieut. Gmffith, E.N., Inspecting Officer, County Armagh, for 
week ending 2nd January, 1847. 

Baronies of Upper Feios and Upper Orior. 

The mode of transacting business with Relief Committees is in some instances impeded in 
consequence of their secretaries being unwilling to act gratuitously, and their apprehension of 
not receiving adequate remuneration for their services. 

In other respects, the forms recently furnished facilitate and expedite the public business. 

1 he purchase of arms by the peasantry still continues. 



Extract from Journal of Lieut. Griffiths, R.N., Inspecting Officer, County Armagh, fc 
week ending 16th January, 1847. 

1 am iaformetl that two deaths from starvation have recently occurred in Upper Orier, an 
Jr- JI u ™ ber . s are ln a dying state from the same cause. If soup kitchens could be extensivel 
established, it seems to be the easiest and cheapest remedy at hand. 
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Extract from Report of Lieut. Griffith, R.N., Inspecting Officer, County Armagh, for ARMAGH, 
week ending 23rd January, 1847. 

The people are suffering from the pressure of unparalleled destitution, and have arrived at die 
extremity of endeavouring to support themselves on sea-weed ; bran and turnips, where they 
can be had, being their genera] description of diet. 



Extract from Journal of Major Stoneafund, Inspecting Officer, County Cavan, for week 
ending 9th January, 1847. 

Agriculture is progressing very slowly, and I hear complaints of die unwillingness of the 
men on the Public Works to enter into the service of the farmers. 

The peasantry are stated to have formed a notion that, whether they choose to work or not, 
Government will not permit them to starve, and it has been said that they suppose that Govern- 
ment will sow the crops for them, without their working ou the land. 

The works are in general progress through the country, hut the workmen are often found 
not to labour so much as is desirable, and endeavours are making to bring on the system of 
task-work. 

Extract from Report of Major Townsend, Inspecting Officer, County Cavan, for week 
ending 16th January, 1847. 

The neglect of agriculture still continues, and some alarm prevails as to the consequences 
of the future harvest. 



Extract from Journal of Captain O’Neill, Inspecting Officer, County Donegal, for week DONEGAL, 
ending 2nd January, 1847. 

Barony of Kilmacrenan. 

Issued lists for labour this week to the amount of 882. The lists sent in from the Com- 
mittees very imperfect, and several of the members of Committees press the people who are 
comparatively comfortably circumstanced on me to take them on the works, but I always 
reject them. 



Extract from Journal of Lieut. Milward, R.E., Inspecting Officer, County Donegal, for 
week ending 2nd January, 1847. 

Baronies of Banagh and Boylogh. 

The people in the poorest parts of the barony of Boylogh have eaten all their com, and as 
they cannot procure any for seed they are neglecting the land and not preparing for any crops 
at all, and the reason they assign for not working is, that a man working requires two meals 
a-day, and he can do with one when idle. The Board’s officers are making every exertion to 
get on the works as fast as possible. We do not rest day and night, and still cannot get on 
fast enough to meet the destitution. 

Baronies of Killybegs and Killater. 

The lists were made out well and in good time. The parishes of Killybegs and Killoghtee 
are partially employed. Provisions are plenty, and the people, although very poor, are quietly 
disposed, but easily led. At the time the Committee were writing to the Government and 
the Board to press on the works they were not prepared with any lists of destitution. 

The Relief Committee in the parish of Templecarn never ceased writing to the Government, 
to the Board, and myself, to press the works, to save the population from starvation, and all 
the time only 58 names appear on the lists for employment, who might all have been very 
easily employed by the gentlemen in the neighbourhood. They are all now employed. 

The parishes of Killea, Clonleigh, Toughboyne, and others in the north of this barony, are 
the best in the county. They are principally on the Marquis of Abercorn’s estate, and there is 
very little destitution among them. I find generally that the people on the Marquis of 
Conyngham’s estate are the poorest This property is much neglected; it comprises an 
immense tract of land, principally waste, but a large proportion of it could be easily reclaimed, 
however not a shilling has been spent on it. 

The other great estates in my districts are Lady Anne Murray s, which is under Chancery, 
and so situated that nothing can be done with it; Lord Abercom’s, which is very rich; and 
Colonel Conelly’s, which comprises a large tract of waste land, and some very good. Colonel 
Conelly is very averse to drainage under the Board, and as the baronies of Banagh, Boylogh, 
and Turugh belong principally to him. Lady Anne Murray, and the Marquis of Conyngham, 
it is not likely that any drainage will be adopted in those baronies. 



[b. W. 2.] 
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DONEGAL. Extract from Journal of Captain O’Neill, Inspecting Officer, County Donegal, for the 

week ending 9th January, 1847. 

Barony of Kilmacrenan. 

On Tuesday, the 5th instant, at Carrigort, the Hon. C. Clements, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Kilmacrenan and Meragh Relief Committee, went to issue tickets or labour lists 
when the mob attempted to force me to issue more lists than the Chairman had given me lists 
for, and on my peremptorily refusing to do so the people assembled round the door, and would 
not allow us to pass out, and the revenue police came down and forced the mob off. One of 
the country people received a severe cut on the head from the blow of a musket., but four of the 
peasants attacked one of the police, and on his comrades coming up to his rescue one of the 
four was knocked down by a policeman. Afterwards they went on to some of the works about 
three miles from Carrigort, to break the barrows, but did not attempt any violence, nor did 
they attempt to destroy any of the tools belonging to the work. 1 have, in consequence, 
stopped the work that I issued tickets for on that day at Carrigort, until I hear from the 
Board. 

A full report of the above transaction has been sent by me to the Board, on the evening- of 
the 5th January, 1847. 

The Relief Committees generally send in very imperfect lists, inasmuch that in many cases 
there are individuals returned as being in a destitute state that are by no means so, and I am 
obliged to reject many of such people, and have been obliged to issue a circular to the Relief 
Committees to revise their lists. The increase of labourers put on this work amounts to 1205, 
making a total in the baronies of Kilmacrenan, East and West Ennishowin, and part of Raphoe, 
of 4688 employed up to this date. 



Extract from Journal of Lieut. Milward, R.A., Inspecting Officer, County Donegal, for 
week ending 9th January, 1847. 

Complaints are general that labourers will not work in the farms. I refuse them work on 
the roads, but they prefer starving, with the prospect of getting on the works, to goin» to the 
farmers, for they think they then lose all chance of getting on the works. ° 

I wish an order was given that no man having land who could dispose of it should get em- 
ployment. The tenant-right in some parts of this country amounts to 25 years’ purchase, and 
in some cases even to 30. 

Notwithstanding all my exertions, I find that several persons get on the works who should 
not get there. For instance, at Glenties, one of the poor-law guardians, and at Dunkinely 
the clerk of the church. I have refused to give any more employment until their Committees 
revise their lists. 



Extract from Journal of Lieut. Milward, R.A., Inspecting Officer, County Donegal, for 
week ending 16th January, 1847. 

During the past week I have found out several cases of persons getting on the works who 
should not be there. After a great deal of trouble, and severely punishing some of them, I 
have succeeded in getting some of the check clerks to report to me any irregularities which 
occur, and from these reports I gain a great deal of information. I find that income instances 
the Relief Committees return two or three names out of a small family, putting the whole 
family as belonging to each, so that in some instances two or three members of a family, 
instead of one, get on the works. J 



Extract from Report of Lieut. Milward, R.A., Inspecting Officer, County Donegal, for 
week ending 23rd January, 1847. 

The employrnent is now very general in all the baronies, but still as many men are asking 
lor work. The land is quite neglected, for those who are not employed on the Public Works 
are alL expecting work on the roads, and, although repeatedly refused, they still will not spend 
their time on the land. The Committees encourage this by constantly trying to get them on the 



Extract from Report of Captain O’Neill, Inspecting Officer, County Donegal, for week 
ending Saturday, 23rd January, 1847. 

All the works that I have visited during the week are going on well, and the country, gene- 
rally speaking, quiet. But I regret to say that there is not as yet the least indication on the 
part, ot the farmers to commence operations of farming. Not a single plough has been out, as 
yet, in any part of the country through which I travelled. The overseers and check clerks 
have conducted themselves very well, and appear to be attentive to their business. Many of 
tne Keitel Committees return people for labour who are not in a state of destitution, but, on 
tie contrary, have cattle and corn. This has been particularly the case at Culdaff, in East 
Ennishowen. J 
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There have been about 2100 additional names on labour lists issued during the week, and 
the representations from Ennishowen of the destitution in that barony are greatly exaggerated, 
particularly about Culdaff, if I may judge from their lists sent in to me, as more Than one- 
half of the people’s names returned for labour have both cows, and several of them two cows, 
and a horse, with a little corn. All the destitute in that part of the country are on Mr. Young’s 
property, if a family can be called destitute who have corn and cattle. 

In the neighbourhood of Corndonagh the people are in a great state of want, and generally 
in the mountain districts, some distance from the sea, the destitution is the greatest. An outrage 
took place on Thursday night at Mr. John Chourluseers, of Vauxhall, Glenswerly, about four 
■miles from this town. It appears that a number of people assembled at night, and carried off 
a stack of corn, and thrashed it, leaving the straw behind. No trace, as yet, of the people 
who committed this outrage. I only heard this last night, on my return from Rathmullin, 
where I had been issuing labour lists. 



Extract from Report of Lieut. Milward, R.A., Inspecting Officer, County Donegal, for 
week ending 30th January, 1847. 

The conduct of the people in this district is, in general, very good, and I do not apprehend 
any disturbance whatever. I was attacked in Donegal on Monday last, but I do not regard it 
as anything serious. The feeling of regard for the Board’s officers is very general amongst the 
lower orders. The people who stopped me belong to a particular district in the mountains 
near Donegal celebrated for lawlessness. The distress in some one or two places, where it has 
been impossible yet to get on much work, is very great ; but, in general, the destitution is very 
much relieved, although the demands of the Relief Committees are not at all lessened. The 
want of a sufficient staff is still very seriously felt. 

On Friday, the 29th instant, I attended a special meeting of the Ballyshannon Relief Com- 
mittee. Complaints most numerous, and charges without number, made against all parties, 
but I could not get any of them put in writing. The accounts of the destitution here are very 
distressing, and the Committee declare it is not relieved, although upwards of 1000 people are 
employed in the neighbourhood. This Committee is most exorbitant in its demands ; they say, 
<( Put all on the works, and let the money go as far as it will.” They are most unreasonable, 
and complain greatly of neglect, whereas they have double as many persons employed as any 
■other district in the barony. 



Extract from Report of Captain O'Neill, Inspecting Officer, County Donegal, for week 
ending 30th January, 1847. 

Except in the barony of Raphoe, there has scarcely any labour as yet commenced The 
lists of several of the Relief Committees are so imperfectly made out that in many instances 
they return farmers with two or three head of cattle, a horse, and a good deal of corn, and 
some of the members of the Committees keep those persons in with all the energy in their 
power, all of whom I resist, as not being in a state of destitution. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Brereton, Inspecting Officer, County Down, for week 
ending 9th January, 1847. 

The people employed on the Public Works in the barony of Mome are generally well 
behaved, although lately they have evinced much dissatisfaction, owing to a great number on 
the lists of the Relief Committee being without employment. The Public Works at present 
in operation only giving employment to 400, which scarcely amounts to half the number of 
the destitute in the barony on the Relief lists. There is one Public Work in the barony which, 
when the engineer has orders to commence, will give work to the greater number of the 
unemployed population. At the extraordinary Presentment Sessions held at Castlewuliam on 
Friday last, the people assembled, to ihe amount of 5000 or 6000, evinced a very angry 

feeling, it having been circulated among them that no money would be passed at the sessions 
for their relief, owing, I believe, to a letter of the Marquis of Downshire, published in some 
of the newspapers, calling on the rate-payers of the barony to be present and resist, as far as 
possible, any money from being passed at the sessions, and had it not been for the large force 
of military' and police serious consequences might have arisen. From my very recent arrival 
in the proclaimed barony it is difficult for me to discover the exact amount of destitution, but 
from my inquiries I found it to amount to upwards of 2000 families ; this destitution 1 was 
enabled to lay before the sessions, and I am sorry to say there was a great desire evinced by 
the landed proprietors to hide the poverty of the people. 1 was, therefore, most urgently 
attacked by many of them for performing my duty in bringing the destitution of the baronv 
before their notice. When the famishing people found there was a sum of money presented o- 
their relief they departed quietly to their homes. 



O 2 
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DOWN. Extract from Journal of Captain Brf, reton. Inspecting Officer, County Down, for week 
ending 16th January, 1847. 

In most parts of this county the farmers are occupied at their usual farm operations for this 
season, and the greater number of them have a supply (though not to any great amount) of 
com in their stack-yards. The very small farmers, 1 am sorry to say, are now compelled to 
commence consuming the small stock of corn they had intended for seed for this year’s crop 
and, in most instances, their stack-yards will be completely empty in a month hence. 

I attended the Relief Committee at Kilkeele on the 11th instant, and selected 30 additional 
men for employment. I am sorry to say there were 300 destitute, whose names were on the lists 
of the Relief Committee, anxiously awaiting outside for relief by being permitted to be placed 
upon the Public Works. They were in a very excited state, and on learning that, there was no 
employment for them, they sent a written statement, into the Committee " that they were 
starving, and if they were not relieved they would find some other means of supplying themselves 
with food.” I told them that such threats could only tend to prolong their hardships, inasmuch 
that should they commit a breach of the peace their names would be immediately struck off the 
lists of the Relief Committee ; to bear their privations for a little while longer and I would 
ensure them relief in a few days by getting some new work commenced. This promise had 
the effect of appeasing them, and they separated quietly t.o their homes. I would again beg 
respectfully to remind you that it is absolutely necessary that some, further Public Work 
should be opened at or near Kilkeele, in the barony of Morne. The people hitherto, by 
promises of relief, have been kept orderly, but now their destitution is such that nothing but 
instant relief, by employment, can keep them from committing some flagrant outrage. 



Extract from Report of Captain Brereton, Inspecting Officer, County Down, for week 
ending 23rd January, 1847. 

The Public Works in the barony of Morne are mostly in an advanced state, the labourers 
are generally very well behaved, employed principally by task-work, earning on an average 
Is. per diem. Owing to the severity of the weather on Wednesday last it. was impossible for 
the men to continue on the works, and those who were present at the roll-call of the check 
clerks in the morning were allowed for one half day’s pay. The extraordinary Presentment 
Sessions which were held at Newry on the 15th instant, and at which I informed the meeting 
there were between 700 and 800 families in a state of destitution in the barony, presented for 
their relief for two months the sum of 2400/. The amount of misery in the town portion of 
the barony particularly, arising from scarcity of food and want of employment, is now perfectly 
frightful, and were it not from the exertions of the Relief Committee formed some length of 
time previous to the calling of the extraordinary Presentment Sessions, the funds of which, 
from private subscriptions, amount nearly to 1000/., relieving from their soup kitcheu daily 
1100 individuals, I have no doubt the destitution in the town would be far greater than at pre- 
sent. I would therefore beg respectfully to urge, that orders be forwarded to the engineer, as 
soon as possible, for the commencement of works, passed for at the extraordinary Presentment 
Sessions for the above barony of Newry. 



Extract from Report of Captain Brereton, Inspecting Officer, County Dowu, for week 
ending 30th January, 1847. 

Barony of Newry. 

Notwithstanding their great privations the people are generally well behaved and peaceable, 
but when we consider the following circumstance which took place in the neighbourhood of 
Castlewellan, and which I think it my duty to report for the information of the Commissioners, 
it would lead us to suppose that this calm is but the forerunner of the storm which is 
approaching Lord Annesley’s gamekeeper having been informed that people were in the 
habit of poaching a stream on the estate made it his business to visit that locality during the 
night; on his return, and just before entering his house, he discharged his gun ; he had scarcely 
clone so, and closed his door, when a volley of musketry was fired in that direction from some 
party near at hand. Fortunately no life was lost, but the door and wall of the cottage showed 
m the morning that the party fired ball cartridge. I was also informed by a magistrate in that 
neighbourhood who held a considerable property, that on a neighbouring townlaud the people 
had in then- possession 300 stand of arms. & & r r 



FERMANAGH. 



Extract from Report of Captain Handcock, Inspecting Officer, County Fermanagh, for 
week ending 2nd January, 1847. 



The markets are still very high in this county, but I fear that any increase of wa<ms would 
not be advisable, as it would tell against the farmer, who is nearly as badly off as the°labourer. 
itie rate ot wages at present is 10cZ., and the farmers do not seem inclined to take any of the 
men off the works even at that rate, indeed they are doing little to their land at this time. 
I tie drainage in this county seems to be given up till the landlords see what will be done by 



At the sessions held for Coole, at Newtownbutler, about 3000/. was laid on to complete 
several ot the works considered by the cess-payers and magistrates essentially necessarv and 
now m progress. No presentment for drainage at either. 
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Eptract from Journal of Captain Handcock, Inspecting Officer, County Fermanagh, for FERMANAGH, 
week ending 9th January, 1847. 

Very little doing in the farming line in this county. The farmers ought now to be trenching 
their land, but they all appear to think of nothing but getting on the Public Works. How- 
ever, as far as I can, I shall prevent this, and get rid of those that have got on. The 
Relief Committees are beginning to look more particularly into the cases of those that are on 
the works. 



Extract from Report of Captain Handcock, Inspecting Officer, County Fermanagh, for 
week ending 23rd January, 1847. 

The distress throughout this county, I regret to say, seems daily to increase, soup shops 
have been established in several parts of the county with good effect, but provisions are 
increasing in price every market day, and the farmers do not seem inclined to take any labourers 
into their employment. Several men have left the Public Works from sickness. The county 
remains quiet, but in the neighbourhood of Belleck I understand several robberies have 
taken place lately. 

Extract from Report of Captain Handcock, Inspecting Officer, County Fermanagh, for 
week ending 31st January, 1847. 

The hill cutting at Ballinaleek, in the barony of Glenawley, has just commenced again, and 
the men returned from employment on it are so weak and infirm that they could not do a day’s 
work so must be put to breakstones; in this barony there is a great deal of illness, men 
leave their work daily, more particularly on the bog roads, and numbers of deaths, I under- 
stand, occur amongst them. I write this from my bed, but hope to be all right to-morrow. 

The poor-houses in parts of this county are full. I should like therefore to have some 
instructions how to act, as I fear that, many feeble persons will now be returned for employ- 
ment who would be better away, and it will be only a dead loss of money putting them to such 
work as road making ; and the general cry when they are put to stone breaking is, that the 
cold of sitting on stones kills them. 

Extract from Journal of Captain Dill, Inspecting Officer, County Londonderry, for week LONDONDERRY, 
ending 16th January, 1847. 

It has been reported to me that the labourers at Garvagh on their last pay day became 
riotous and refused to accept their subsistence money, at 10<f. per day, which was really a 
greater amount of subsistence money than they were entitled to. They demanded to be paid 
each If. Mr. Gordon gave way to their demand without consulting with me on the subject. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Dill, Inspecting Officer, County Londonderry, for week 
ending 31st January, 1847. 

The usual farming operations of this county can scarcely be said to have commenced with 
vigour. In almost every instance the farmers are having the people to work on the Public 
Works. These Public Works have in almost every district of the county become now almost 
exhausted. 

Unless, therefore, the Board can forthwith commence drainage by presentment, a vast 
multitude of starving people must, be turned out of employment to endanger the peace of the 
county. I have this morning received a great number of letters complaining of this matter. 
From my own knowledge also I am aware that these complaints are just. 



Extract from Report of Captain Flude, Inspecting Officer, County Monaghan, for week MONAGHAN, 
ending 2nd January, 1847. 

The business of the Relief Committees is left almost entirely to the clergy, which, I think, 
is to be regretted, as I find the information I get through them is of too general a character 
to enable me readily to detect impositions in the lists of the destitute ; in fact, it appears in 
most cases to be their object to put as many names on the works as they can. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Flude, Inspecting Officer, County Monaghan, for week 
ending 9th Jan., 1847. 

The people are very peaceable, although suffering dreadfully from want of employment and 
the high price of every description of food ; the farmers give no employment whatever, although 
the land is lying idle ; in very few instances is there any attempt made to prepare it for crops. 
The appearance of everything is most melancholy, and much land, I fear, will remain uncropped, 
unless a great change takes place ; neither does it appear to me that the landlords are doing 
anything to meet the evil consequences of such neglect. 
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MONAGHAN. Extract from Journal of Captaiu Flude, Inspecting Officer, County Monaghan, for •week 

ending 16th Jan., 1847. 

Still no employment for the people except on the Public Works ; the land is consequently 
lying completely idle, and no effort is made on the part of the landlords to urge on their tenants 
the necessity of preparing their farms for crop. The small farmer is now quite as urgent as 
the mere labourer for employment on the works ; to this I give no encouragement, as I consider 
my duty to throw every impediment in the way of their depending on such a source ; on the 
other hand, the Relief Committees in general consider them as fit objects. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Flude, Inspecting Officer, County Monaghan for week 
ending 31st Jan., 1847. 

Still the only employment given is that on the Public Works; no exertions are making by 
either landlords or fanners to employ the people. The suspension for even a day or two of a 
work causes the greatest excitement ; and the small farmers are now quite as badly off as the 
mere cottier. Any suspension of Public Works without some other measures being employed 
to meet the destitution, would, I am sure, be attended by outrage. J 



Extract from Journal of Captain Oldershaw, Inspecting Officer, County Tyrone for week 
ending 9th Jan., 1847. 

The works in general are going on satisfactorily. The country is quiet, and the people 
orderly, although much tried by the disappointment which took place at the Omao-h Extra- 
ordinary Presentment Sessions, no money being voted for their relief. The Relief Committees 
are active in the discharge of their duties. Some farm operations are in progress, but a 
labouring man can in most instances only get the day’s food for a day’s work. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Oldershaw, Inspecting Officer, County Tyrone, for week 
ending 16th Jan., 1847. * 

The works in general are going on satisfactorily The country is quiet, and the people 
orderly and well-behaved. The Kelief Committees transact their business well. The engineer 
is satisfied with the overseers. While travelling the last week I have observed much activity 
amongst the farmers in preparing to get in the crops. 1 



Extract from Report of Captain Oldershaw, Inspecting Officer, County Tyrone for week 
ending 23rd Jan., 1847. 

The works in general are going on satisfactorily. The rains of the last week have caused 
many of the new embankments raised as fences to slip before they could be covered with sods. 
The country is quiet, and the conduct of the people in general exemplary. The Relief Com- 
mittees have been very active in the discharge of their duties. The engineer is satisfied with 
the conduct of the overseers. The farm operations are in progress, but the plough is almost 
always used, and little spade-work required. 

During my stay at Gorlin, a report was brought that a boy had been found on the road in 
the district of Upper Bodoney, who bad died from starvation. The resident magistrate imme- 
diately sent the police to inquire into the circumstance, and it turned out that report was not 
true, and that the friends of the boy were in good circumstances. 



Extract from Report of Captain Oldershaw, Inspecting Officer, County Tyrone, for week 
ending 30th Jan., 1847. 

The works are in general proceeding well, and the country is quiet, the people orderly and 
well-beha\ ed. The Relief Committees are active in the discharge of their duties, and no dis- 
turbance has occurred. The engineer is satisfied with the conduct of the overseers The farm 
operations are m progress in the parts of the country which I have visited, but many of the 
small larmers are not able to employ many labourers. J 

On visiting one of the quarries in' the neighbourhood of Strabane, I found that the stone 
which the labourers had procured was uncommonly hard, and required much extra exertion to 
break. They complained that they could not earn a moderate day’s wages at the prices fixed, 
and as one ton of die above-mentioned stone would go as far as two of ordinary hardness when 
addition 10 ^ 1 desired that the en g ineer would consider that and allow something ia 
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Extract from Report of Captain Wynne, Inspecting Officer, County Clare, for week ending CLAKE. 
2nd January, 1847. 

Saturday, visited the works at Clare Abbey ; did not see such good work in County Clare, 
the men exert themselves to the utmost, and seemed to have profited by the lesson they have 
had. Works in the parish of Ruan have been suspended in consequence of the outrage on Mr. 

Harrington ; the district generally quiet, but symptoms of insubordination among the labourers. 

The pay clerks and other officers of the Board are greatly alarmed, and are afraid to discharge 
their duty efficiently. Symptoms of riot at Clare ; the offenders in custody, and to be brought 
to justice. A fair prospect of discovering the perpetrators of the outrage on Harrington. 

Relief Committees most clamorous for an extension of employment, and numbers on the lists. 

The district not more disturbed than hitherto ; the works going on far better ; a sufficient 
number employed for purposes of relief at present. 



Extract from Report of Captain Wynne, Inspecting Officer, County Clare, for week ending 
9th January, 1847. 

Our prospects with respect to a supply of food are alarming in the highest degree; we know 
not where to turn to seek it. In many localities this week the supplies completely ran out, and 
a single meal of food could not be got for one and two days. It is in vain to think of getting 
on much longer without food; we want, nothing else, but without this, we must give up all hope 
of being able to hold our ground much longer. In the immediate neighbourhood of this town 
Colonel Wyndham’s depdt has kept the people alive; they come eight and ten miles for a few 
pounds of meal, and often return without it. 

Monday, visited Corofin with Captain Mann; found the men working quietly, but very idly. 
Very great distress prevails there. 

Saturday, attended Relief Committee of Clencabby. Found the labourers most orderly and 
industrious, working as well as could be desired bond fide task-work, and I don’t think rioters 
would be well received in that locality at present. The district is tranquil at present. No 
outrage. 



Extract from Report of Captain O’Brien, Inspecting Officer, County Clare, for week ending 
9th January, 1847. 

The engineers have lately commenced a system of measuring the work every week, and paying 
according to the work performed. 

The people, seeing immediate advantage to be derived, are becoming very industrious. 

The sowing of wheat continues, but in smaller quantities than is usual at this season. 



Extract from Report of Lieutenant Swinburne, Inspecting Officer, County Clare, for week 
ending 9th January, 1847. 

I have been engaged during the past week in attending the Scariff and Bodyke Relief Com- 
mittees; also the Presentment Sessions for the barony of Upper Tulla, and in investigating 
charges against a steward and check clerk employed in the district of the Quin Relief Com- 
mittee, and inquiring into complaints (with the assistance of the resident magistrate and engineers) 
respecting the non-payment of about 200 men on the Kilbarrow line. 

The result of the investigation of charges against the steward and check clerk in the district 
of the Quin Relief Committee is, that I have dismissed the latter, and have recommended that 
the steward be dismissed also. 

The country in this neighbourhood is quiet. Notices were posted on the gates of two farmers 
near this (warning them to pay no rents) yesterday. The land generally throughout this district 
remains in an untilled state. Some of the farmers are ploughing their land, and making an 
effort to procure seed, which is very scarce ; the labourers are well-conducted, but I regret to 
say they are very idle. The system of task-work is not conducted in many places as it should 
be. I am using every exertion to carry out the instructions of the Board on this subject, and 
trust soon to have it adopted regularly on every work in the district 



Extract from Report of Captain O’Brien, Inspecting Officer, County Clare, for week ending 
16th. January, 1847. 

Baronies of Loioer Bunratty and Lower Tulla. 

The usual farming operations (sowing wheat and turning stubble) are carried on partially, 
and to a much smaller extent than is usual at this season. The people are generally quiet, and 
but little crime seems to prevail in the district. 

Monday, I attended the Newmarket Relief Committee, whose affairs had fallen into much 
disorder as respected the labour lists. I have made arrangements to restore order, in which 
Mr. Heard, the sub-inspector of police, has afforded most valuable assistance. With Mr. 
Brajill’s assistance, I inquired into complaints against an overseer, and dismissed him on the 
spot. Owing to the energetic exertions of the new chairman, the Rev. Richard Moore, rector 
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CLARE. 0 f gt Patrick's, the Kilgunne Committee, though receiving no assistance from the resident 
magistrates, are rapidly revising (very closely) their labour lists. The parish priest, R e ,\ 
Maurice Fitzgibbon, attends diligently, and affords most valuable assistance. 



Extract from Report of Lieut. Swinburne, Inspecting Officer, County Clare, for week ending 
17th January, 1847. 6 

No outrage or disturbance has occurred in my district during the past week. There is a 
gang of Terry Alts in the immediate neighbourhood of this place; they have been seen lately, 
and followed by the police, but I have not heard of their doing any mishief. The land through- 
out this part of the country remains unfilled, and I see no effort made anywhere to cultivate it. 
The scarcity of seed is generally given as an excuse for their neglecting the land. The Relief 
Committees generally are exerting themselves to relieve the people. Owing to the poor-house 
of this Union being full, and closed against further admission, great demands are made on the 
Relief Committees for gratuitous relief. The conduct of the men on the works is orderly and 
good, but they are very idle. 

There are persons also seeking employment now, that have hitherto been able to support 
their families without relief from the Public Works, and who have, up to the present time, been 
refused employment upon the grounds of their having corn or other provisions. These provi- 
sions are in most cases exhausted, and the persons who possessed them are now as great, or 
perhaps greater objects for relief, than those who never had provisions, and have been trusting 
from the first to the Public Works for their support. From these causes I fear there will be a 
considerable increase during the next fortnight to the number employed in my district. 



Extract from Report of Captain Wynne, Inspecting Officer, County Clare, for week ending 
23rd January, 1847. 

I struck off 300. The destitution is not so great as yet in this part of the country, but on 
the increase. Friday, attended the Relief Committee at Clondegad; found the people ex- 
tremely riotous and ill-behaved ; put on 200 additional names for employment. Saturday, 
attended the Relief Committee at Kilmaley. Some confusion and complaints in consequence 
of a list which was lost in the hands of Mr. Horne, dismissed ; put on a few names. With the 
exception of Clondegad, the district is quiet. At Clondegad considerable disposition to riot 
and turbulence. I would recommend the continuation of the suspension of the works at Ru&n, 
where agricultural labour has gone on to a considerable extent. 



Extract from Report of Lieut. Swinburne, Inspecting Officer, County Clare, for week 
ending 23rd January, 1847. 

The Relief Committees are, many of them, not as active as they might be in relieving 
the distress of the poor around them. Very few of them can afford gratuitous relief, and some 
of them are not even selling Indian meal. The conduct of the men is good, though they are 
not industrious even when working by task. 

During the past week I attended the Scariff, Quin, South Feakle, and Bodyke Relief Com- 
mittees, and visited the works above named. 

I regret to say, the land throughout my district, remains untilled, and I find that those who 
intended tilling their land, have been obliged, from extreme destitution, to consume the little 
grain they may have kept for seed. The payments throughout the district are regularly made 
now, and the orders of the Board respecting task-work are carried out as far as possible. 



Extract from Report of Captain O’Brien, Inspecting Officer, County Clare, for week 
ending 30th January, 1847. 

I have called Mr. Hill’s and Mr. Brazill’s attention to this very hi gh rate of payments, 
(2s. 6 d. and 2s. 5 \d. per day,) as I suspect that frand must have been practised. 



Extract from Report of Captain Gordon, 59th Regiment, Inspecting Officer, County Clare, 
for week ending 30th January, 1847. 

I have this week visited the baronies of jlsland Inchequinn, Burren, and Corconroe. I find 
tillage quite suspended, and every one on the works, no wheat sown except about New Quay, 
and in the parish of Rowan where the works were suspended. The destitution is not so grnat 
as in Cork, and meal is procured in Galway at 18Z. a ton. The fishermen are all upon the 
works, and only some 24 men at Glemreagh, near Black Head, have gone off to fish. There 
is not so much seed left for potatoes as in Cork and Limerick. The most part of the district 
I travelled over consists of large tracts of limestone apparently barren, but which lets at 
30s. per acre to feed sheep on; no outrage has occurred this week. Nothing can be worse 
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than the mode of transacting business by the Relief Committees who, with but few exceptions, CLARK, 
give no assistance, but on the other hand throw every obstacle in the way. 

I find throughout the northern part of this district that the several gangs earn very high 
wages, much higher than in the county of Cork. I find also that the whole population are on 
the works, and it will be very difficult to get them off again, and I can only do it by means of 
private information. In one parish, Killilagh, containing in the census 675 families, I find 
nearly 1600 persons at work. 

I have written to the Chairman of the Committee calling his attention to it. A system of 
intimidation is made use of and check clerks sworn to return the men. In every case the clerk 
has been dismissed and also those cognizant of it. I find two members out of a family of six 
are on the work. And the small farmers. It having been represented by the Committee that 
many infirm persons were unable to earn a sufficiency to maintain them, their children were 
allowed to assist them in breaking stones, but the abuses were so great, that it could not be 
allowed, as every idle person broke and stole the stones under the person’s name, and at the 
end of the week, some of them had from ISO to 200 cubic yards of stone ; of course they were 
not paid. 



Extract from Report of Lieut. Swinburne, Inspecting Officer, County Clare, for week 
ending 30th January, 1847. 

The labourers, in very many instances, would rather have their subsistence and be idle, tliau 
draw good wages by industry. I regret to say some of the Relief Committees do not give me 
any assistance, in keeping the comfortable farmers and those that could get employment else- 
where off the works. In consequence of this, I believe gross abuses existed in some places, but 
I trust, I have, in a great measure, succeeded in correcting them. The country in the vicinity 
of this post, is tranquil ; no outrage or disturbance has occurred in this neighbourhood during 
the past week. The land remains untilled, and, except by the most comfortable farmers, I see 
no attempt made to cultivate it. The scarcity of seed is the general excuse made for allowing 
the land to remain untilled. The prices paid for provisions in some parts of this district are 
enormous, owing to many of the Relief Committees not selling meal, and the immense profits 
demanded by retail dealers. 



Extract from Report of Captain Gordon, Inspecting Officer, County Cork, for week endiug 
2nd January, 1847. 

The men upon 119, West Muskerry, have been idle, and will only, I understand, receive on 
an average 3d. or Ad. a day. 

The farm tillage continues suspended, and although as much wheat is in the ground as 
usual, yet no further preparations are being made. Destitution, in some parts of West Mus- 
kerry' is very great similar to Bear and Bantry. 

East Muskerry. 

I have visited the electoral divisions of Aghinah and Aghaballoge this week, I find that 
certainly the same quantity of wheat is in the ground as is usually the case, and perhaps more, 
as there is never much grown, hut the country is mountainous at parts, and the roads going on, 
with one exception, are, I may say, unproductive. 

Although many deny it, yet I am quite certain a fair quantity of potato seed for this year 
remains and will be planted, although, at present, there are no labourers employed on the land, 
the farmers having discharged them all, and endeavouring themselves to obtain situations as 
stewards, overseers, &c. 

West Muskerry. 

Some of the Committees return the head of the family first, and some distance down one 
of the sons, and after a few more names another son and so on. This renders it impossible to 
check the lists. I fortunately have a good power over them from their first lists, and I now 
require a certificate from the Chairman, stating, that in an additional list, none of the family 
are previously employed unless it is o stated. 

I am confirmed in my opinion that the potato disease is not going on at present, and those 
that remain are quite sound. 

A few potatoes were brought into town for sale a few days ago. 



Extract from Report of Captain Gordon, Inspecting Officer, County Cork, for week ending 
9th January, 1847. 

The works in Bantry are admirably laid out, and will he useful lines. No disturbance has 
been mentioned to me, except trifling occurrences that I have reported to the Board. A great 
deal of my time this week has been taken up in travelling. I regret to add, that Castletown 
Berehaven is very badly off for food, and a panic has taken the corn merchants, who are afraid, 
from the establishment of a Commissariat depdt that the Government intend interfering. 



[b. w. 2.] 
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CORK. Extract from Report of Mr. Harte, Inspecting Officer, County Cork, for week ending 

9th January, 1847. 0 

Tuesday, 5th. — Went to Doneraile, called on Lord Doneraile for the purpose of getting 
consent for making the proposed new road between Mallow and Doneraile through his°pro- 
perty. His Lordship would not consent. 

Extract from Report of Major Parker, Inspecting Officer, County Cork, for week ending 
9th J anuary, 1847. 

The destitution has increased so much that there are few of the poor not on the Relief 
lists. 

I observed some sowing going on between Skibbereen and Bantry on Monday and Wed- 
nesday last, but it is very partial. 

Deaths are very numerous here at Skibbereen and all around. 

Tuesday, attended Relief Committee at Oaingboy Fort, in parish of Drums Kilcrobane or 
Sheeps' Head. The overseers and stewards had been guilty of irregularities, and alter an 
investigation it was considered desirable to dismiss an overseer and assistant, which was accord- 
ingly done. The people will be now well employed in this parish Drums Kilcrobane. 

The mortality is not so great as about Skibbereen, Skull, &c. &c. 



Extract from Report of Captain Huband, Inspecting Officer, County Cork, for week ending 
9th January, 1847. 

I am happy to be enabled to report, that a greater degree of activity appears am one the 
farming classes generally than heretofore. The gentry of the country are now doing their 
utmost to get the workmen to return to their usual employments, and Relief Committees are 
resisting the placing persons upon the works who can get employment from the farmers ; the 
wages offered by farmers are Is. per week and diet. The Dunmanway Committee have ex- 
tensively placarded their district with notices to farmers to induce them to get labourers. 

Petty robberies are on the increase, from the impunity now existing for these offences. The 
deaths among the poor are still increasing, as also severe sickness; the late heavy rains will, 
I fear, yet further cause disease. The country is flooded. 

I had. the whole of the lists of my district revised within these last few days, and find it yet 
most difficult to get Relief Committees to make any inquiry as to the persons whom they place 
ou the relief lists. It is a remarkable fact, that where the Relief Committees are negligent, 
destitution prevails there to the greatest extent. They place every one that asks them on 
their lists and induce the people to desert their ordinary occupations in hopes of soon getting 
upon the Public Works, consequently, if they do not get on immediately their destitution is 
extreme. Had they not been placed upon the lists they would have remained at t he ir usual 
occupations. 



Extract from Report of Captain Carev, Inspecting Officer, County Cork, for week ending 
16th January, 1847. 

The people about Kanturk are in a wretched state of destitution, there are at least 300 at 
my door every day, asking for work, and they are getting quite furious, so much so, that 
yesterday I was obliged to send for the police to prevent, them breaking into the house. 
There was one poor man fell down in the passage quite exhausted from want of food. 

Nos. 71, 101, 103, roads, were opened last Monday in the neighbourhood of Freement; the 
people are in a wretched state about here, and there are at least 800 looking for work. Item 
52. This road, I opened on Thursday, near Kilbrin, the distress is very great about there also; 
there were 400 on the roads asking for employment. Some of the labourers employed on the 
roads are in a miserable state and hardly able to get through the work. 



Extract from Report of Captain Gordon, Inspecting Officer, County Cork, for week 
ending 16th January, 1847. 

Baronies of East and West Muskerrx/, Bear, and Bantry. 

In travelling through Mayourney and parts of Inoviddy, in East Muskerry, I observed more 
farm operations going on than in other localities. As much wheat is in the ground as in former 
years, and I consider there is a good deal of potato seed in the country. The pressure however 
continues on the works, and the farmers have no labourers ; aud another feature has shown itself 
m the farmers working in their lands themselves. Committees are endeavouring to ^et farmers 
holding many acres on the works. ° 

In Kilmurray, West Muskerry, I find some preparations beginning to be made for tillage, 
and more wheat is being sown, and, in fact, throughout the district, some signs of agricultural 
pursuits are perceived. Rev. James Payne has some potatoes grown from seed, and I regret to 
say, although the stalks have attained some four to six inches, yet the disease, or I should say 
blight, is perceptible ; however a great quantity of sound seed remains. 
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Extract from Report of Sir T. Deane, Inspecting Officer, County Cork, Tor week ending CORK. 

23rd January, 1847. 

The last week has been one of great anxiety to me in consequeuce of the great pressure for 
employment. In the early part of it (at least) 600 persons crowded round the office for work. 

Though my preparations were not as perfect as I could wish, I put into immediate motion 
the works on the navigation wall and at the north side of the city, so that I rejoice to say, that 
I have 900 men at work, and am making arrangements, thaL towards the end of the week, will 
enable me to increase the number to 1200. 

My expectation of relief from the large number of men I have employed, I regret to say, 
has not been realised, as importunities are increasing and great wretchedness evident, did I 
want 1000 men more, a day would produce them. 

It is with great pain I make this communication, a result so contrary to my forethouoht. 

The indefatigable Captain Broughton aids me in every way, by exertion and advice. 



Extract from Report of Captain Hobaud, Inspecting Officer, County Cork, for week ending 
24th January, 1847- 

There has been a very large addition made to the numbers on the relief lists this week, by 
all the Committees simultaneously. I think that an impression has gone abroad that the 
Government are not going to levy the expenses of the Labour Act, and that is the cause of this 
simultaneous and sudden increase of the lists, the number of aged and infirm persons, women, 
and children, are considerably increased. 

I have heard of several outrages upon property and persons this week, stopping people upon 
the roads after dark to rob them, hut they are not the acts of destitute persons. 

The wheat-crop is looking well where it is up. 

Several experiments in potato culture in the locality have failed. The plants, upon digging 
up, having been found rotten, these were planted last autumn, notwithstanding which, several 
gentlemen are preparing to plant potatoes on an extensive scale in the north of my district. 

Amongst the smaller farmers there is no attempt at cultivation. The roads absorbing all 
labour. 



Extract from Report of Captain Brooke, Inspecting Officer, County Cork, for week ending 
24th January, 1847. 

There appears to be a very fair portion of wheat sown by the large farmers through the 
country, and many have still a quantity of potatoes in the ground intended for seed, but as yet 
there seems to be no preparation making for sowing any or the spring crops; however, March 
is the month they usually sow their oats, which is the chief crop in this part of the country, and 
many of the larger farmers still have seed in store. From the number of small farmers, hold- 
ing from two to ten acres, who have applied to be taken upon the relief works, it is evident 
there will be a great portion of land unsown this year. The people seem perfectly tranquil. 
Very great destitution prevails. Provisions are exceedingly clear. Meal 2s. 6 d. per stone. 
Bread is completely out. of the reach of the poor, and no vegetables excepting turnips which are 
also dear. The Relief Committees seem anxious for more works to be opened, but the press 
of business is so great in the engineers’ department that they cannot be opened as speedily as 
could be wished. The landlords generally seem averse t to drainage under the present Act, 
having to pay their share of the other works as well as the drainage. The engineer has no 
complaint against the overseers. 

Extract from Report of Captain Brooke. Inspecting Officer, County Cork, for week ending 
30th January, 1847. 

The Relief Committees, with a few exceptions, are very careless in making out their lists. 
A general complaint is the great distance that many people have to go to their work, hut I see 
no way of obviating this unless than by erecting temporary sheds along the extensive works, and 
providing straw in them for these people who have to come a distance to sleep there during the 
week. Many have to go six or seven miles, and it is impossible to have works convenient to 
all parties. The people are very quiet here, but clamorous for work. The preparations for 
sowing oats, &c., are going on very slowly about here, very few are getting employment from 
the farmers ; some are preparing for setting potatoes, and many farmers have still a good 
quantity of grain unthrashed. The Indian meal is 2s. 8 d. per stone, and oatmeal 3s. 1 Jd. per 
stone ; bread is 2 \d. per lb. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Labalmondiere, Inspecting Officer, County Kerry KERRY. 
(South), for week ending 2nd January, 1847. 

Barony of Magunihy. 

The payments in general here are very regular ; no farming operations going on. 

The Relief Committee of Killarney are rather indignant at the contraction of their powers, 
and I have heard a report that the Kenmare Committee has dissolved itself in consequence of a 
similar feeling. 

P 2 
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KERRY Extract from Journal of Lieut. Greenwell, Inspecting Officer, County Kerry, for week 

ending 2nd January, 1847. 

The barony of Corkaguiney is in a fearfully destitute state, the peasantry appear to have 
resigned themselves to their fate, and, never energetic, seem now to have lost all self reliance. 

The Dino-le Committee has not obeyed the Government instructions so accurately as might 
have been expected, their books being very incomplete, and the classification very imperfectly 
made. Farm operations in this district were never vigorously carried on at this period of the 
year, and there is certainly no disposition shown by any one to alter the system now that so 
great a change has taken place ; the resident gentlemen, with one exception, do not appear to 
differ in any way from their poor neighbours. I can hear of no measures being taken by them 
to provide their tenants with rye, barley, or other grain ; in fact, those persons are left to their 
own resources, and I understand that they are very generally selling their cattle and other 
moveable property, paying no rent, and keeping the money with the intention of emigrating at 
the proper season to America. 



Extract from Report of Captain Laualmondiere, Inspecting Officer, County Kerry, for 
week endiug 9th January, 1847. 

I am afraid things will not go on peaceably much longer at Killorglin ; in fact, there have 
been already there very frequent ,s turns out,” and the language and threats used towards the 
engineers are very violeut The people are discontented ; there are literally no resident gentry. 

The poor-houses are quite full, and more than full, and the number of sick in them very 
large. 

There appears to be quite sufficient work going on in North Dunkerron to relieve the pre- 
sent distress there, at least in the Knockbane Relief district. There does not appear much 
prospect of anything being done in the fields till about the beginning of March. 

There is an indisposition in three of the four baronies in my district to attempt the drainage 
under Mr. Labouchere’s letter, in the idea that more favourable terms for the landlords will 
he obtained by the expected Bill in Parliament. 



Extract from Report of Lieut. Greenwell, Inspecting Officer, County Kerry, for week 
ending 9th January, 1847. 

The chief portion of the land in the barony of Corkaguiney is held in common by several 
tenants on the different townlands, and the distress in some districts where squatting has been 
carried on for years, and the population has increased beyond the powers of the soil to supply 
its wants, is peculiarly great. The better class of farmers are, I am credibly informed, selling 
their stock and making preparations for emigration during the next two months ; their land is 
untilled ; the collection of sea-weed, formerly so much attended to at this season of the year, 
is now apparently forgotten ; nothing has yet been done, and inclination is shown by none to 
provide for the wants of the coming year. 

In fact, everything foreshadows the certainty of an impending calamity by far more dreadful 
than the present. 

Particular attention should be directed to Corkaguiney, the soil in every direction is capable 
of great improvement, and if properly cultivated equal to the support of its present large popu- 
lation ; and that population, though ignorant and indolent, are yet intelligent and peaceable, 
and appear only to require instruction and a proper guide to their labours, to bring forth the 
resources of the land they live in. That instruction and aid cannot, or will not, be given by 
the present owners of the soil ; and, therefore, without the powerful intervention of the Govern- 
ment, the lives of the people and the hidden capabilities of the soil will be lost for ever. 

The business of the Dingle Relief Committee is very unsatisfactorily carried on ; farmers 
have been recommended, and the really destitute not attended to ; their work is neither correctly 
nor fully filled up, and there is always a difficulty in getting lists of labourers. 

In the Ahanascaul district, owing to the Continual squabbles of the clergymen, it is quite 
impossible to obtain correct lists. All farm operations are suspended. 



Extract from Report of Captain Labalmondiere, Inspecting Officer, County Kerry, for 
week ending 16th January, 1847. 

I find no where the works progressing so regularly, and with such satisfaction to both 
labourers and the gentry of the district, as in the barony of Magunihy, where the Board’s 
officer, Mr. Robinson, cannot be too highly praised ; where 40 or 50 per cent, has been required 
in other localities on the original estimates to complete works, not more than 20 per cent, was 
requisite in Magunihy. It is certainly (now that task-work is more general in it) the pattern 
barony of this county. I find everything in the works in the neighbourhood of Tralee (barony 
Trughanacney) is in the greatest disorder ; there crowding in on the works in all directions, and 
if any attempts are made to quit them engineers are threatened ; and no doubt exists that if 
they were turned ofF a popular emeute in Tralee would-be the result. I shall remain here 
until I have introduced some kind of order and system. Now that our districts are more 
limited we may hope to effect something ; heretofore, before we could accomplish anythingi 
we were obliged to remove to another part of the country ; very little appearance of agricul- 
ture anywhere. 
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Extract from Report of Lieut. Greenwell, Inspecting Officer, County Kerry, for week KERRY, 
ending 16th January, 1847. 

Nearly all the labourers are now working by task, and earning from Is. to Is. 6 d. per diem, 
they are consequently contented and better satisfied than heretofore, and would continue tran- 
quil and obedient if constant work were provided. Farm operations are still suspended ; but 
if my informants be correct, there is a determination on the part of the respectable farmers to 
commence field-work very shortly, in fact before the usual time. There is a considesable 
quantity of corn still remaining in the country. 



Extract from Report of Captain Forbes, Inspecting Officer, County Kerry, for week ending 
16th January, 1847. 

Mr. Thomas Fuller, pay-clerk, wrote me a letter to-day, stating the impossibility of his pro- 
curing any silver for the payments in this town ; some of his districts are 23 miles, and the 
gangsmen refuse to take notes, as they have no means of getting change to distribute among 
the workmen. I have directed him to go to Killarney or Tralee and procure as much as he 
can, but it will occupy one day out of the two he has for making up his accounts. The last 
week’s payments, as well as this, have been regular. 



Extract from Report of Captain Labalmondiere, Inspecting Officer, County Kerry, for 
week ending 23rd January, 1847. 

There is a more turbulent and discontented spirit discernible among the labourers in general 
than I have met with anywhere in the south of Kerry, which constituted my late district. 
Very much of my time is now occupied in receiving innumerable' applications for check clerk- 
ships, and examining applicants. I think I am obtaining a very superior class in this neigh- 
bourhood. 

I have found that in consequence of the system of task-work not having been properly acted 
on in the neighbourhood of Tralee, gangers not ou the relief lists have been kept on, and these 
men not working themselves, yet at the end of the week sharing in the money gained by such 
task, as had the effect of reducing the daily wage earned by the actual labourer. Of course 
I stopped this. 

Extract from Journal of Captain Forbes, Inspecting Officer, County Kerry, for week 
ending 23rd Janaury, 1847. 

I much fear we have greater distress in this very barren district than is generally known. 

The “ Comet” steamer arrived here on Wednesday with 30 tons of meal, which she landed, 
and sailed the same day. Though retailed in quantities of not more than two stone to each 
person, it was all gone in 24 hours. 

Extract from Report of Lieut. Greenwell, Inspecting Officer, County Kerry, for week 
ending 23rd January, 1847. 

The proceedings at O’Dorny were conducted without system and with irregularity, and all 
attempts to induce those present to lay down some rules for guidance, when presenting for 
Public Works, proved quite unavailing. The barony is large, populous, and comparatively 
wealthy, but yet so neglected by the proprietors that one only, and he embarrassed to the last 
degree, was present ; and no wonder, when those on the spot having the disposal of the 
funds in their own hands were persons likely to suffer but little, that the proposed expenditure 
of mouey during the next two months w r as of so lavish a character. 

Farm operations have in a few isolated situations commenced, but for the next fortnight I 
apprehend that there will be no great demand for labourers, and even then not to such a degree 
as to employ two-thirds of the total agricultural population. 



Extract from Report of Lieut. Greenwell, Inspecting Officer, County Kerry, for week 
ending 30th January, 1847. 

It is almost impossible to come to any arrangement with some of the Committees in Clan- 
maurice, nearly all the members being farmers, or persons having but a slight concern about 
the immense sums of money now being expended, and desirous of providing in any way for 
their own or their friends’ support, quite regardless of the claims of those really destitute. 

The gentry are very few in number, and with one or two exceptions quiet, indolent persons, 
unwilling to act in any way likely to draw down on themselves the ill-will of the people. 

It is not to be expected that any great assistance will be given by Relief Committees towards 
scrutinising the lists, and otherwise decreasing the number of labourers now employed on 
Public Works. As the members generally are too much wanting in moral courage to stand 
firm against the entreaties or threats of an excited people, and many also are so ignorant as but 
slightly to understand the great importance of weaning the people trom their present unprofit- 
able and demoralising work. 
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LIMERICK. Extract from Report of Lieut. Inglis, Inspecting Officer, County Limerick, for week ending 

2nd January, 1847. 

The neglect of the usual farm operations is still very remarkable, but I think it may now be 
said to be confined to the land of small farmers. 

A farmer of the name of Lynch behaved in a very violent and offensive manner towards me 
when visiting this work, complaining of not having received compensation for the land occupied 
by the road : and the labourers are dissatisfied by prices given by task. 

The stone-breakers have struck to work with the prices allowed, viz., Is. 2 d. per cubic yard, 
and have left the work ; and, further, have refused a higher rate of Is. 4 d. per cubic yard. 
The stone is of a peculiarly hard description ; but I think the latter price would be amply 
remunerative, and, with a skilled person, the former sufficient. 



Extract from Journal of Lieut. Telfeu, Inspecting Officer, County Limerick, for week 
ending 2nd January, 1847. 

When in the barony of Coonagh last Tuesday and Wednesday, I ascertained 10 individuals 
had been sent on the Public Works with tickets from various members of the Doon Relief 
Committee ; the check clerk had, however, very properly refused to take any notice of their 
presence. I have endeavoured, as much as possible, to prevail on the Committee to revise their 
lists, and when it has been done, with very beneficial results when visiting works. I, also, 
inquire into the circumstances of the labourers, by which means I have discovered many abuses, 
though, unfortunately, I have reason to believe much partiality prevails in the recommendations 
for employment, by which means many a deserving object is unheeded. The several works 
I have visited this week I have found the check clerk smart, and intelligent. 



Extract from Report of Captain Watson, Inspecting Officer, County Limerick, for week 
ending 9th January, 1847. 

There are a great many roads in operation in these baronies : the conduct of the persons 
employed there is generally good. There are some people on the works who are not in desti- 
tute circumstances ; these are in progress of being removed. Much disinclination (through 
intimidation, I believe) exists on the part of Relief Committees to remove parties from the 
works, particularly under the Poor Law valuation. Farming is not general, and some difficulty 
exists in getting labourers, as they are unwilling to leave the Public Works : as they earn more 
by task than day-work, there is reason to believe that the work is sometimes too liberally 
measured. The Relief Committees in these baronies are much disposed to place too many 
persons on the works. Robert Shine, a check clerk, was assaulted on a road near this a few 
days since : informations have been sworn against the party, and the case is not yet disposed of. 



Extract from Report of Lieut. De Courcy, Inspecting Officer, County Limerick, for 
week ending 9th January, 1847. 

A great many ploughs may be observed at work, but they must belong to farmers who have 
always been in very independent circumstances. 

The Relief Committees in this barony transact' their business in a satisfactory manner. 

The Public Work marked Pallas Kenry, new Hue in the Nantenant district, has been giving 
a great deal of trouble; and on Friday the workmen on that line stopped the engineer, 
Mr. Browne, when driving on the high road, and would probably have proceeded to some 
violent act but for the interference of Mr. Coghlan, clergyman of the parish of Nantenant 
(Barony Connelloe Lower). 



Extract from Report of Major Watson, Inspecting Officer, County Limerick, for the 
week ending 16th January, 1847. 

The Relief Committees continue to discharge their duties attentively, and the labour lists in 
those baronies are in course of revision, and many objectional cases have been struck off. 



Extract from Report of Lieutenant Inglis, Inspecting Officer, County Limerick, for week 
ending Saturday, 16th January, 1847. 

With reference to the general behaviour of the people I can speak favourably, and the state 
of the county generally quiet. 

The. usual farm operations of the county are still very much neglected ; but this observation 
applies more to farmers ot small holdings than those conducting on a more extensive scale. 

.The manner of transacting business by some Relief Committees is still unsatisfactory, the 
strong feeling against revision of lists of persons recommended for work being difficult to- over- 
come. The only attempt at any act ot insubordination or irregularity being a rising in the 
city of Limerick on Monday, which, however, was of no very formidable character. 
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Extract from Report of Lieut. Telfer, Inspecting Officer, County Limerick, for week limerick. 
ending 16th January, 1847. 

On visiting the work the overseer informed me that their breakfast and dinner generally 
occupied 2£ hours ; that they never came till some time after eight in the morning, and left off 
working soon after four o’clock in the afternoon : this occurs on the work. 

I have, during the past week, been compelled to receive Committee recommendations for a 
second member in a (amily of five being employed on the Public Works. Frequent applications 
are being made to employ widows and helpless females on the Public Works, the workhouse 
being full. 



Extract from Report of Lieut. Telfer, Inspecting Officer, County Limerick, E. D., 
for week ending 24th January, 1847. 

The usual farm occupations continue neglected, and the demand for employment on the 
Public Works, made by every description of tradesmen, is daily increasing. 



Extract from Report of Lieut. Telfer, Inspecting Officer, County Limerick, for week 
ending 30th January, 1847. 



The usual farm occupations still continue neglected. 



Extract from Report of Lieutenant Inglis, Inspecting Officer, County Limerick, for week 
ending 30th January, 1847. 

In the barony of Pubblebrien, on Tuesday the 19th, when men were engaged in a quarry, 
two persons appeared disguised and with guns, and threatened, in violent terms, any who 
should remain in that quarry, as it was contrary to the wishes of the farmer owning the land; 
The men, I understand, all at once left the spot ; but, on the persons in disguise retiring, they 
shortly fell into work again, and nothing further transpired of importance. 

The payments have altogether been conducted with very great regularity. The weather 
has altogether been favourable for this season of the year. Husbandry on the small farms has, 
up to this time, still been very much neglected, but on the larger farms this is not so much to 
be found. 



Extract from Report of Captain Watson, Inspecting Officer, County Limerick, for week 
ending 30th January, 1847. 

All have been comparatively quiet in these baronies during the past week. There are still 
some small farmers on the works, but much disinclination exists on the part of the Relief 
Committees to give their names to the Inspecting Officer. Farming is only very partially in 
operation. Task-work is now general on all the roads, and they are going on very fast. The 
Relief Committees continue to exert themselves, but some of them have but little, if any, system 
of working, and a few are intimidated. 

Extract from Journal of Captain Norris, Inspecting Officer, County Tipperary, for week TIPPERARY, 
ending 2nd January, 1847. 

Some of the Relief Committees cause me a great deal of unnecessary trouble by the incor- 
rect way their lists are made out, and by their attempts to interfere with the stewards on the 
different works. 

If it were possible for the pay-clerks to have sufficient silver to pay each man individually, 
instead of being obliged to give a pound to four men to divide, it would be of great advantage, 
as several instances have come before me in which, by the latter mode, some poor fellows have 
been done out of their pay altogether. I am aware that the men acknowledge this receipt by 
their work, but this I imagine is done before the pound is divided, and does not insure the 
money being justly divided. 



Extract from Report of Lieut. Miller, Inspecting Officer, County Tipperary, N. R., 
for week ending 9th January, 1847. 

The labourers are fast sinking into open idleness, not earning inmany places above one-third 
of what they receive for subsistence. This state of affairs is, I regret to say, attributable to the 
rate of subsistence having been lately raised from 8 d. to 1(M. wherever the men were clearing 
the latter sum. It was a measure to which Mr. Crawford and I reluctantly gave in, owing to 
the urgent representations made from all quarters as to the impossibility of the people being 
able to exist on the lower rate. Under ordinary circumstances, a suspension of the works for 
a few days would, I have no doubt, remedy the evil ; but, with the existing destitution, I con- 
ceive it to be a step which could not be safely adopted. 
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Tipperary. Extract from Report of Lieut. Miller, Inspecting Officer, County Tipperary, N. R. 

for week ending 16th January, 1847. 

The outcry for more employment seems to increase with each additional work set on foot 
farmers, hitherto considered wealthy, being in some relief districts the most clamorous. 

The fields are not so deserted this month as they were last; but the plough, and not the 
spade, is in universal request. 



Extract from Report of Captain Norris, Inspecting Officer, County Tipperary, N. R. 
for week ending 23rd January, 1847. 

Scarcely any of the small holders are tilling their land in the country through which 
I passed during the past week. On the 3 9th, part of the men on Capponearly hills attempted 
to drive off some of the other men from the. work ; tile consequence was, the work was suspended 
for a day, which soon brought them to their senses. 



Extract from Report of Captain Ogle, Inspecting Officer, County Tipperary, S. R., for 
week ending 23rd January, 1847. 

Monday and Tuesday 1 8th and 19 th January, 1847. — Engaged, in conjunction with members 
of the Tubbria Relief Committee, revising the list of labourers employed on the new line of 
road from Clogheen to Cahir. 

Many cases were discovered of three persons out of the same family being employed, which 
were, consequently, obtaining more relief than was actually necessary for their subsistence, 
leaving other families in the district without any employment whatever : 65 persons were 
dismissed. 

Extract from Report of Captain Norris, Inspecting Officer, County Tipperary, for week 
ending 30th January, 1847. 

I was yesterday (30th) called upon by Mr. Ryan, J. P., and chairman of the Committee, to 
say that the Inch men would not allow the Drum men to work in their parish, and that, unless 
I sent the Drum men away, he feared bloodshed would be the consequence : this I declined to 
do, as giving way to intimidation is too much the order of the day in Tipperary; but I imme- 
diately started to Ballypatrick, where the disturbance took place. On my arrival I found the 
Drum men had been driven away, but without bloodshed. After remaining with the Inch men, 
I soon brought them to their- senses by letting them know that I would not only suspend the 
work if anything of the sort took place again, but that I would strike their names off the relief 
lists: this had the desired effect, and they promised to let the Drum men return quietly. 



Extract from Report of Captain Ogle, Inspecting Officer, County Tipperary, for week- 
ending 30th January, 1847. 

From my own observation whilst travelling, and from inquiry, the lands of small farmers 
remain neglected in the baronies of Iffa and Offa East and West. 

No employment visible in the fields. 



RFORD Extract from Report of Captain Sir Thomas Ross, Inspecting Officer, County Waterford, 
for week ending 2nd January, 1847. 

With reference to last paragraph of directions at foot, I have to observe that farm operations 
are almost at a stand-still, and will continue so until some bold and decided step be taken to 
remove all farmers from the Public Works. Such is their love of participating the Government 
money, as they call it, that farming is a minor consideration as compared with it. What 
I would suggest is, that all farmers be removed from the works (except those known to be 
destitute) during alternate weeks until the middle of February, and altogether from that period 
until the loth ot May, when the crops are supposed to be in ground. 

An assistant of Mr. Owen had been placed as overseer in Kilrosenfy district. I had occasion 
to reprimand him for disobedience of orders, and for admitting persons on the Common Road 
without authority. The workmen, with whom he is a great favourite, having heard me 
(although 1 moved off from them), swore that, if they thought they could overtake me, 
1 should not reach Dungarvan alive. I have insisted on this person’s dismissal from the 
service, and 1 do not value threats. 



Extract from Report of Lieut. Downman, Inspecting Officer, County Waterford, for week 
ending 2nd January, 1847. 

Much anxiety expressed at Clashmore Sessions for drainage. Nothin^ going on in the 
fectT' Ilg I™ 7 ’ eXC2Pt in S ° Wing 4 Uttle Wheat ™ thC g °° d farmS - The couu ° tr y generally per- 
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Extract from "Report of Captain Hill, Inspecting Officer, County Waterford, for week WATERFORD, 
. endipg 2nd January, 1847. 

The system of military escort on the roads is still continued. 

The bakers’ shops in Clonmell were threatened to be attacked last evening, but the persons 
dispersed on the interference of the police. 

The works are progressing with satisfactory expedition, and there appears no great objection 
on the part of the labourers to work by task, if the task were set. 

The Relief Committees are very anxious for a more extensive employment. 

Farming operations are increasing. 



Extracts from Journals of Inspecting Officers, County of Waterford, for week ending 
9th January, 1847. 

Farming operations going on very slowly, in some instances the farmers are trying to sell 
their manure. Overseers and stewards improving, but still very remiss iu their duties; great 
difficulty in finding efficient persons to fill these situations. 

A few robberies of trifling nature going on in Coshmore and Coshbride, on the borders of 
County Tipperary ; several soup kitchens established throughout the country, which give great 
relief, and ought to be encouraged as much as possible. 

Dungarvan Committee carrying on business most irregularly, refusing to pay a secretary ; 
the consequence is no books are kept, and they cannot tell what number of a family are 
employed. This is the case with several of the Committees. The priests are doing all they can to 
crowd the works ; with a few exceptions, and in most of the Committees, the priest is the 
leading person. The landlords are afraid of rejecting applicants for employment on the Public 
Works. The priests force them on them. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Hill, Inspecting Officer, County Waterford, 
for week ending 9th January, 1847. 

The state of the country is gradually becoming more favourable as the advance of the season 
admits of more agricultural operations, which are increasing. 

Military escorts, as explained in my letter of the 8th instant, are extended to Tipperary and 
Limerick, Thurles and Roscrea, Killenane, Johnstown, Urlingford, and Mullinahore. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Hay, Inspecting Officer, County Waterford, 
for week ending 9th January, 1847. 

The demand for employment continues unabated, aud the destitution is so great that the 
works are quiet, and show no disposition to insubordination. 

'The attendance at Presentment. Sessions occupies the whole day. Wednesday being 
“ Epiphany,” was observed as a holiday by the country people, and with a few exceptions the 
Relief Works were entirely suspended. 

Extract from Journal of Sir Thomas Ross, Inspecting Officer, County Waterford, 
for week ending 9th January, 1847. 

By this day’s post 1 send a report bearing generally on the directions at foot hereof, but I 
cannot omit remarking, that the Committee of Dungarvan is the most inefficient I have to deal 
with; they seldom meet. The lists are generally prepared in houses oi' the members. I 
purpose reporting it ar/ain to Lord Stewart. 

Extract from the Report of Lieut. Downman, Inspecting Officer, County Waterford, 
for week ending 16lh January, 1847. 

Some of the Relief Committees going on very badly, many being chiefly composed of 
farmers and priests, and their great object is to get their own servants ou the works. 

Works in general going on well. Robberies of various kinds going on throughout the 
country. 

The money for roads running out very fast. An extraordinary sessions applied for to the 
Lieutenant of the County for Decies Without, every one most anxious that the drainage should 
commence at once. 

The price of provisions increasing every day, Indian meal 2s. 8 d. a stone ; obliged to admit 
two and three of a family on the works. The small farmers as badly off, in many instances, 
as the labourer, their own corn being consumed. 



Extract from the Report of Captain Hill, Inspecting Officer, County Waterford, for 
weekending 16th January, 1847. 

The country is becoming more cultivated, and farming operations of the season more in 
progress. 

It is reported that a portion of the workmen thrown out of employment on No. 71, the 
“ Glenpatrick New Road,” by its suspension, are employed by the farmer who was said to 
have encouraged them in their attempt to run the road in a direction contrary to that ordered. 

[b. w. 2.] Q 
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Extract from Journal of Captain Way, Inspecting Officer, County Waterford, for 
week ending 23rd January,- 1847. 

Baronies of Middletlrird, Gannetin, Upperthird, and Borough. 

The Relief Committees are everywhere besieged with applications for employment on the 
Relief Works. The great majority of the people employed are wholly dependent on the 
wages paid them, and their food is most scanty, owing to the high price of meal. Many 
instances occur of labourers being unable to accomplish a day’s work from want of sustenance ; 
they are quiet and well-disposed, and the works are very fairly executed. Farm operations 
are scarcely perceptible in any direction. 



Extract from Journal of Lieut. Downman, Inspecting Officer, County Waterford, for 
week ending 23rd January, 1847. 

The works in general going on well; the stewards in many instances very bad, but impos- 
sible to find better, check-clerks the same. No farming operations, with the exception of 
sowing a little wheat. The people very peaceable, and beginning to be quite reconciled to 
task, but in many instances it is very unfairly set. The Relief Committees improving, with 
the exception of three in this immediate neighbourhood, which are getting worse and worse 
every day. 

The farmers have dismissed all their servants. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Hill, Inspecting Officer^ County Waterford, for week 
ending 24th January, 1847. 

The farming operations of the season are increasing, but very moderately, in consequence of 
the want of seed, which the farmers affirm they cannot purchase ; and many use all the influ- 
ence they can to obtain work on the roads. 

Seed has been procured for some on the estate of Mr. Osborne, M.P., by the proprietor, 
but I have heard of no other instance of the kind. 

The people are generally tranquil considering the privations they have to endure. 



Extract from Report of Lieut. Downman, Inspecting Officer, County Waterford, for week 
ending 30th January, 1847. 

A plough is now occasionally seen on the farms, but instead of labourers being employed, 
the farmers’ sons guide the plough. The farmers can scarcely be blamed for dismissing new 
servants, having so little food for themselves in very many instances. 

Soup kitchens doing a great deal of good in the towns, but the country derives no benefit 
from them. No good would be done by giving clothing, as every article would be pawned for 
food. 

Witnessed an horrible case of an unfortunate creature who died near Ring from want, not 
actual starvation, as there was a very small quantity of meal in the cabin. One old sheet was 
her only covering for the family, five in number. The father, (whose death I witnessed, a 
few moments after,) had been employed on ttie Public Works about three weeks previous, but 
was unable to work in consequence of ill health ; the rest of the family, all females, had not 
applied for work, thinking they would not get it. This is the only case of the kind I have met 
with, but I fear there are many similar ones. The cabin is on a property of Lord Stuart 
De Decies, the poorest district in the country — Sieve Grind. 



Extract from Report of Sir Thomas Ross, Inspecting Officer, County Waterford, for week 
ending 30lh January, 1847. 

Our labour lists continue to increase, but there is less work performed now owing to physical 
incapacity, and the crowded state of the roads, by 40 per cent., than there was three months 
back. 



Extract from Report of Captain Hay, Inspecting Officer, County Waterford, for week 
ending 30th January, 1847. 

Farm operations are becoming more general, but still on a very limited scale. 



Extract from Report of Captain Hill, Inspecting Officer, County Waterford, for week 
ending 30tn January, 1847. 

The agricultural operations in the country are carried on very slowly, and without energy j 
and the small farmers have of late appeared much more desirous to obtain work on the roads 
than to cultivate their lands. 
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Extract from Journal of Lieut. Hotham, Inspecting Officer, County Carlow, for week CABLOW. 
ending 2nd January, 1847. j 

I do not think in this county that agriculture is being neglected. It may be rather late, 
but it is certainly in progress. I think that the Relief Committees are doing their duty very 
well and firmly. The number employed on the works is under one to every three labouring 
families ; and as spring advances I hope that we shall reduce it lower. 

The great difficulty which exists about the works arises from the incompetency of the 
stewards. I think we shall get a very good staff of check-clerks, but it is very hard to hear of 
good stewards. 

Frequently it turns out that the money voted at sessions for a work is utterly inadequate, 
under favourable circumstances, to complete it. * 



Extract from Report of Lieut. Hotham, Inspecting Officer, County^ Carlow, for week 
ending 9th January, 1847. 

The distress is increasing. Our numbers employed do not increase as fast as one might 
imagine, because the wages are kept strictly to what the farmers can afford to pay, and because 
the Relief Committees are doing their duty firmly. I am not of opinion, in this county, that 
agriculture will not be neglected ; in some districts it may be backward, but that is, I think, 
owing to the late severe frosts. Ploughing is going on in all directions. 

I think that the works are, generally speaking, progressing satisfactorily. There have been 
three or four attempts on the part of the labourers to strike for an advance of wages, conse- 
quent on the high price of provisions, but we have uniformly resisted, and the Committees 
are assisting us in selling meal to them at a cheaper rate. 



Extract from Journal of Lieut. Hotham, Inspecting Officer, County Carlow, for week 
ending 16th January, 1847. 

A movement is going forward in the county to stop the Public Works, and all to unite in 
employing the poor in agriculture. There is to be a meeting to-morrow in Carlow about it. 
The small farmers, under 10 acres, are much behind in agriculture, and there seems some 
doubt if they have seed to sow. The large farmers are not. 

I have remarked several pasture fields ploughed up this season. 

Mr. Burtchaell complains of the general inefficiency of his stewards, and the impossibility 
of getting good ones ; also of the expensive nature of pauper labour. One woman has died of 
starvation, which is the first authenticated case in the county. 



Extract from Journal of Lieut. Hotham, Inspecting Officer, County Carlow, for week 
ending 23rd January, 1847. 

With the exception of 2500 people being employed on Public Works, I do not think any 
person travelling through the county would perceive the slightest difference from ordinary 
years ; agriculture is not behind, the people orderly and quiet ; the farmers are inclined to 
have fewer labourers under their employ, but the high price of meal, and the cash payments 
account for that very naturally. 

Extract of Report of Captain Airey, Inspecting Officer, County Dublin, for week ending DUBLIN. 

2nd January, 1847. 

I have the honour to state for the information of the Board, that the disposition on the part 
of the small farmer, to throw his labourers out of employment, and give up the tillage of his 
farm, is increasing. 

There are complaints made on the part of the Dundrum Relief Committee, that the prices 
given to the labourers are higher than the average wages given by the neighbourhood, and that 
there is therefore difficulty in getting labourers. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Airey, Inspecting Officer, County Dublin, for week 
ending 9th January, 1847. 

Small farmers either from want of seed, or an inability to pay their labourers, are generally 
leaving the land untilled. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Airey, Inspecting Officer, County Dublin, for week 
ending 16th January, 1847. 

The work at Mount. Gamble, on the road from Swords to Malchide, was stopped on Tuesday, 
5th instant, by order of the Board, in consequence of the labourers refusing to go to the drain- 
age works. On my visiting the works on Tuesday the 12th, I found the road, from being left 
m its unfinished state, almost impassable, and therefore recommended that some of the desti- 

Q2 
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DUBLIN. tute poor, least fit for drainage, should be put upon the road to finish it. The people about 
Swords, are, as far as I have seen, the most turbulent and worst disposed in the county, and I 
was informed by one of the Committee, that Mr. Frith, county surveyor, had received a 
threatening letter from that place. Mr. Frith made no report to me, however, of this circum- 
stance, and my informant said it had been written by a woman. On my visit there, on Wednes- 
day, I found everything perfectly quiet, and the labourers even seemed inclined to go to the 
drainage. 

Extract from Journal of Captain Airey, Inspecting Officer, County Dublin, for week ending 
23rd January, 1847. 

I have the honour to state, for the information of the Board, that during the past week, the 
weather has been so wet, that little or no tillage has been performed by even those farmers 
most inclined to do so. 

KILDARE. Extract from Report of Lieut. Brandling, Inspecting Officer, County Kildare, for the 
week ending the 2nd January, 1847. 

I have the honour to report that the works in the county of Kildare are going on well. 



Extract from Journal of Lieut. Brandling, Inspecting Officer, County Kildare, for week 
ending 23rd January, 1847. 

Extraordinary presentment sessions, held in the barony of East Narragh, voted that 2000/. be 
levied off the barony for more Public Works, to give employment to about 600 labourers, and 
the necessary horses and asses. 

The soup kitchens in the county Kildare, are affording great relief to the poor. The food 
is usually given out four or five times a week. 



KILKENNY. Extract from Journal of Lieut. Gallway, Inspecting Officer, County Kilkenny, for week 

ending 2nd January, 1847. 

The people are very generally employed on Public Works, but a great many are still apply- 
ing, and great abuse exists among some Relief Committees in the registry of people seeking 
employment, and very little is doing in the way of forming relief funds according to Govern- 
ment instructions. I am sorry to say there seems to be less disposition than ever among the 
farmers to till their land, their general excuse is the want of food for their labourers. The 
country is very quiet, and the people most peaceably inclined. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Walker, Inspecting Officer, County Kilkenny, for week 
ending 2nd January, 1847. 

Baronies of Gooran. Knocktopher, Iverk, and Ida. 

The small farmers seem suffering a great deal, and are unable to cultivate their ground. 



Extract from Report of Captain Walker, Inspecting Officer, County Kilkenny, for week 
ending 9ih January, 1847. 

I find the destitution is very great, but there is not sufficient care taken by the Committees 
in selecting the proper objects. Sir Richard Languish, the chairman of the Knockropher 
Committee, is wishing to defer the Presentment Sessions till the meeting of Parliament, 
whereas, in his own immediate district there is not urgent necessity, there is very great in others 
adjoining. Attended relief meeting at Newmarket ; found great necessity for more persons 
being upon the works, from the number of applications. The works in this district will not 
afford employment much longer. I find that many persons are registered, and put to work, 
who have no right to be, having means for present support at least. I endeavoured to point 
this out, but with the exception of the chairman and secretary, the rest are all farmers, who 
look to getting their own people employed. 

Attended Relief Committee, at Dungarran, with Captain Stopford, the inspector. Found 
that many persons had been admitted on the works, who had other means of support, and too 
many in one family. I had struck out a great many from the lists of applications, but in dif- 
ferent lists, the number previously employed of that family was not stated. 

I find that great abuses have been going on in the ticket system, that names are scratched 
out. and others substituted. I am endeavouring to take up all the tickets and refer all irregu- 
lar ones to the Committees, though I cannot get them to strike of all where there has been de- 
ception practised, though I do now', till properly registered and returned to me. 
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Extract from Report of Lieut. Gallway, Inspecting Officer, County Kilkenny, for week KILKENNY, 
ending 9th January, 1847. 

Very little progress is made in preparing the ground for crops. Farmers are discharging 
their servants daily, and sending them to the Public Works. 

I hope, with the assistance of Captain Stopford, to bring the Relief Committees into some- 
thing like working bodies ; the greatest abuse exists amongst some. A few are exerting 
themselves very much. Last week a check clerk sent to me to know if he was to employ 
jive men whose names had been interlineated in my employment list, these J suspect were men 
whose claims I refused. I have represented it to Captain Stopford, who I hope will take notice 
of it 

Extract from Journal of Captain Walker, Inspecting Officer, County Kilkenny, for week 
ending 16 January, 1487. 

There is a great deal of distress in this district, and great necessity in keeping the people em- 
ployed, though I find that, in some districts the Committees are really afraid of dohig their 
duty, so much party feeling existing that it is really difficult to find out the really destitute, or 
rather to exclude those who have the means of present support. I find many instances of 
irregularities in overseers and check clerks, but particularly in the ticket system, in which, 
however, the Committees have been mostly to blame. 

I find great irregularity in the Gowerbridge and Grieg Committees, sending persons on the 
works without authority, though if the Committees could assemble and register the applicants, 
there could not be any delay. I notified this latter the end of last week, that additional 
men to the number of 180 could be taken upon the works which I had obtained, in consequence 
of representations of the distress from the Committee, and yet I have not yet ^received the list 
of applicants. 

Extract from Journal of Lieut. Gallway, Inspecting Officer, County Kilkenny, for week 
ending 16th January, 1847. 

There, are some works being executed by task-work, viz., new roads and stone breaking, but 
in cutting down hills, it is very difficult to measure on uniform system, and this weather makes 
the cuttings so very sloppy, it is next to impossibility to employ the men by task-work. There 
is no disposition among the farmers to employ labourers, on the contrary, they are dismissing 
them (I believe) during the short days. The country' is very quiet, although robberies are 
committed frequently on travellers. 

With reference to the proceedings of the barony Kilkenny Committee, relative to the dis- 
continuance of city labourers on the barony works, a letter was sent to me requesting me to 
discharge them, which I refused on account of the great disturbance that would ensue. 

This matter (making the subject of my report, dated 15th inst.) requires serious considera- 
tion, and also tire interference of Government, as there seems to me to be but little hope of 
an arrangement between the barony and city of Kilkenny. 

Monday 1 1th . — Attended Relief Committee at Freshford, with Captain Stopford. 

1 found this Committee in a state of the greatest confusion, insomuch as no registry was 
kept, and no information could be given or obtained, as to number of each family employed. 

Subscriptions were being set going. 

Wednesday 13 th . — The business of the Committee at Balleen is carried on in a slovenly man- 
ner, and lists sent into me very imperfect in information. 

Thursday, 14th . — Attended LJrlingford Committee. 

This Committee, is almost useless, they confess being afraid to strike off people undeserving 
of work, having as they say no protection in the town. I recommended a list of those people 
to be sent to me, when I would give orders for them to be discontinued. 

Friday . — Attended Kilkenny Committee. 

Tnis Committee, in its revision of its registry, has struck off about 100 people, in addition 
to 300 of the city labourers at present employed in the barony Kilkenny works. This I re- 
ported upon in a letter to the Board of Works, dated 15th inst. There are no subscriptions 
entered into. 

Saturday . — Attended Bally ray gal Committee. 

This is the best managed, I have seen yet. Registry properly managed : whatever land is 
possessed by applicants, is generally very wet, or heath bog ; subscription is being set on foot, 
and a soup shop going to be established. 

Extract from Journal of Captain Walker, Inspecting Officer, County Kilkennj’, for week 
ending 23rd January, 1847. 

The operations of farmers are not carried on. The small farmers have not the means. I 
endeavour to point out the necessity of at least offering to give up their land, before they 
shall receive assistance from the Public Works, that the landlord may be compelled to till the 
land ; but with the usual clinging to the land, there is not much hope of their giving it up, and 
besides they seem to expect assistance from Government lor that express purpose. 
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KILKENNY. Extract from Journal of Lieut. Gallway, Inspecting Officer, County Kilkenny, for week 

ending 25th January, 1847. 

I am glad to observe that task-work is being introduced gradually, and the people much 
more contented to work by measurement, than by the day, with one or two exceptions. There 
is a great decrease in the nightly robberies of sheep, and the county is very quiet. 

There is very little doing by the farmers. 

With reference to the stoppage of the work at Rathmoyle (visited by me on Wednesday 
last), I must observe that- it was no fault of the people, but of the Relief Commitlee of Tul- 
larm, who told the men, that, other men were earning their money, and that they ought not to 
allow it. 



KING’S COUNTY. Extract from Report of Lieut. Hamilton, Inspecting Officer, Southern Division of King’s 
County, for week ending 2nd January, 1847. 

I do not perceive any change, since my former reports, in the state of this county, as regards 
the arming of the peasantry, which is going on ; the existence of great distress, and the neglect 
of making preparations for next year’s crops. 

There is a slight change as regards the quality of crime, though not the quantity ; on an aver- 
age eight robberies a day being the number reported to the Lieutenant of this county by the 
police. 



Extract from Report of 'Lieut. Hamilton, Inspecting Officer, King’s County, for week 
ending 9th January, 1847. 

I have made inquiries from persons I consider most qualified to give a correct and unbiassed 
opinion on the subject, and I find that from six to eight weeks supply of provision, is about the 
period that the home produce is likely to last. 

Applications for employment on the Public Works, are now made by persons holding up- 
wards of 10 acres of land, and in one instance a farmer holding 21 acres, was returned to me for 
work. I have struck out several such persons from the Relief Committees list; but they 
assure me that these persons are starving, and it is sometimes difficult to know how to act.. 

Complaints have, I understand, been lately made by farmers, of a difficulty in procuring 
labourers. With the exception of the state of the country, I cannot see the objection they have 
to apply for them from the Public Works. 

I have frequently written, and expressed my desire to assist them, but I have never received 
one application ; taking into consideration the large number of labourers who are still unem- 
ployed in every locality, I can scarcely attribute the great neglect, of making preparations for 
next year’s crops to this cause. Every person employed by Mr. Mason, is working by task at 
a very liberal allowance, but in a great measure from idleness, and in some instances from 
inability, their earnings are occasionally very small. Now some of these farmers are the very 
loudest in demanding increased allowances for the men at one time, and at another I have no 
doubt equally loud in complaining that their labourers leave them to idle on die Public 
Works. 

I do not think that either the landlords or the labourers have much to thank the farmers for. 

The patience and endurance of the really destitute is almost incredible. I am happy to 
say that soup kitchens have been established by most of the Relief Committees, and that they 
are affording a great deal of relief. 



Extract from Journal of Major Bennett, Inspecting Officer, King’s County, for week 
ending 16th January, 1847. 

Farming operations among small holders much neglected, asses being employed. Manure 
not as usual collected. If seed is distributed gratis, it is used for food. 



Extract from Journal of Major Bennett, Inspecting Officer, King’s County, for week 
ending 23rd January, 1847. • 

Farming operations but very partially in progress. 



LONGFORD. 



Extract from Journal of Major Bolton, Inspecting Officer, County Longford, for week 
ending 2nd January, 1847. 

Barony of Shrule. 

The state of the country is quiet, and the conduct of the people peaceable. The farming 
operations are progressing slowly. 
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Extract from Journal of Major Bolton, Inspecting Officer, County Longford. 
Barony of Moydow. 

The state of the country in this barony continues peaceable, and the conduct of the people 
generally is good. The farming operations are going on slowly. 



Extract from Report of Captain Watker, Inspecting Officer, County Longford, for week 
ending 2nd January, 1817. 

I regret to say bad outrages in the shape of robberies of property and arms, all by armed 
parties, still continue. Threatening notices on various subjects are also served. 

Little or no improvement in agricultural operations, and nearly all that is being done is 
horse-work. The whole labouring population are seeking for employment at the public expense, 
and thev cannot avoid it, as too many of the wealthiest gentry of the county have turned off 
their labourers, and the better class of farmers have, almost to a man, followed the example. 



Extract from Journal of Major Bolton, Inspecting Officer, County Longford, for week 
ending 9th January, 1847. 

Barony of Ardagh. 

The farming operations are progressing slowly. 



Extract from Report of Major Bolton, Inspecting Officer, County Longford, for week 
ending 9th January, 1847. 

Barony of Bathcline. 

The state of the country in this barony is peaceable, and the conduct of the people generally 
good. The farming operations are going on slowly. 

The works in this barony are progressing to my satisfaction. The engineer in charge makes 
no complaint respecting the conduct of the overseers, and the men appear to work steadily. 



Extract from Report of Captain Walker, Inspecting Officer, County Longford, for week 
ending 9th January, 1847. 

In some parts of Ardagh, Longford, and Moydow, which I passed through.this week, there 
is scarcely any appearance of agricultural operations. 

The same class of outrages, plundering provisions, money, and arms, continue. 



Extract from Journal of Major Halton, Inspecting Officer, County Longford, for week 
ending 16th January, 1847. 

In the barony of Moydow the state of the country is tranquil, and the conduct of the people, 
in general, quiet. 

I attended the Relief Committee at Forgany for Shrule, on the 11th instant, to revise the 
labour lists. 

The conduct of the people in this barony is generally good, and the country continues in a 
tranquil state. The farming operations are making progress. 



Extract from Journal of Capt. Walker, Inspecting Officer, County Longford, for week 
ending 23rd January, 1847. 

But little change in respect to outrages ; but in some localities, where there is not abundance 
of employment on public or private works, considerable excitement begins to exhibit itself 
among the poor, who are daily becoming more numerous, from the exhaustion of their scarcity 
store of food, and the total inadequacy of the wages on the Public Works to supply the want 
of their families. 

In my last week’s progress through the country I could perceive some few, but very few 
individuals, engaged in field labour. 

Extract from Journal of Major Halton, Inspecting Officer, County Longford, for week 
ending 23rd January, 1847- 

Barony of Bathcline. 

In this barony the country continues in a quiet state, and the people conduct themselves 
peaceably. The farming operations continue in progress. 

The works are proceeding steadily. The overseers look well after the labourers, under their 
superintendence, and give satisfaction to the engineer in charge. 

The men work with steadiness. 



LONGFORD. 
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HEATH. Extract from Journal of Captain Kennedy, Inspecting Officer, County Meath, for rvrek 

eliding 2nd January, 1847. 

Many tenants of 10 or 12 acres have no seed nor the means of buying it. Unless some means 
be devised of supplying this class with seed, their farms will be idle : a serious consideration. 
Many proprietors would give extensive employment, were they exempt from baronial taxation. 
At present they add to their burthen by giving employment. The destitution in many localities 
very great. 1 have seen turnips of poor quality sold at 2 \d. per stone, — there the sole food of 
many. The farm operations (with the exception of small holdings) by no means backward. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Kennedy, Inspecting Officer, County Meath, for week 
ending 9th January, 1847-. 

The holders of small farms (10 acres and under) are in most instances destitute, and will not 
be able to crop their lands without speedy assistance. 

It is a serious consideration, and the consequences cannot, in my opinion, he overrated. Most 
of the Relief Committees act independently and conscientiously ; but I regret to say there are 
exceptions. 

All the works are necessarily crowded. The people, in general, are well behaved, but indo- 
lent and tardy ; their wretched feeding indisposes them to exert themselves. I have scru- 
tinized the lists in several localities, and very successfully have turned off many. The ganger 
and overseer classes are in very many instances improper persons, as well as check clerks. 
Mr. Lindsay co-operates with me in weeding them. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Kennedy, Inspecting Officer, County Meath, for wed 
ending 16th Januaiy, 1847. 

The state of the county is peaceable, though some outrages and robberies have occurred 
during the week, but I think quite unconnected with the general state of the comity, and com- 
mitted by ruffians residing out of the county. The increase which has taken place in the police 
force of the county will check this. Very great destitution exists, and the people are very 
patient under extraordinary privations and sufferings. I am fortunate in the zealous co-opera- 
tions of all classes. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Kennedy, Inspecting Officer, County Meath, for week 
ending 23rd January, 1847. 

I am satisfied, from observation and experience, that there are paid emissaries employed for 
the purpose of counselling the labourers against working by task, though in all task work through 
the county they have, on the average, earned above a shilling per diem. The small farmers in 
this county are in a very destitute state, few of them having the means of buying seed. Unless 
they are speedily assisted, their land will remain untilled and uncropped. One of this class, to 
whom I was speaking a few days since, observed, in reply to a question, “ The short and the 
long of it is, if the graziers do not break up some of their farms to allow employment, the 
labourers will eat the farmers, and the farmers will eat the landlords.” 

Those works being executed by task are progressing favourably, and men earning well; those 
at day’s wages going on unsatisfactorily. I am introducing task- work as much and quickly as 
I prudently can ; but such is the objection and resistance to it, that I am obl'ged to go on all 
occasions to enforce it in person. I have, however, succeeded in every instance I have under- 
taken throughout the county. 



QUEEN’S Extract from Journal of Lieut. Eaillir, Inspecting Officer, Queen’s County, for week 

COUNTY. ending 2nd January, 1847. 

Barony of Slievemargy. 

The Relief Committee of Ballickmoyler show great disinclination to afford mo assistance and 
the information necessary to guide me in selecting persons for the works, and talk of ceasing 
to act if I insist upon having all lists forwarded to me in the first instance before the men can 
be employed on the works. 



Extract from Report of Major M'Kee, Inspecting Officer, Queen’s County, for week 
ending 2nd January, 1847. 

There is a general opinion prevailing that Her Majesty’s Government will never call upon 
the baronies to pay the amount advanced for unproductive works. This idea has an evil ten- 
dency, and the Relief Committees think it. of no moment how much is expended, and take no 
pains to ascertain that applicants for relief are really in need of assistance ; in consequence their 
lists are crowded. It would be, in my humble opinion, of much advantage to convince the cess- 
payers of their error. 
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Extract of Journal of Major M‘Kee, Inspecting Officer, Queen’s County, for week ending QUEEN’S 
9th January, 1847. COUNTY. 

The distress is on the increase, the price of provisions being so high that the money earned 
by the labourer is quite insufficient for the support of any one but himself, and in many instances 
not enough to support his own existence. Instances are frequent where gangs earn less than 6 d. 
per day per man ; the labourers complain loudly. I have had another petition fromBallicolla, 
forwarded by Mr. R. W. Fitzpatrick, and I am most anxious this case should be investigated. 

The engineers say the labourers are idle, and there is no doubt this is generally the case. I had a 
remonstrance yesterday from some men, because the engineers had objected to their going to their 
meals twice a-day, that is, at 9 a.m. and again at noon. Yesterday a case came uuder my own 
observation. Three gangs complained they had earned but 6^d. per day for the last week. 

They were only returning to their work at half-past one o’clock, when I first visited them, and 
on mv return, at a quarter past four o’clock, they had all left the work. I regret to say the 
Relief Committees do not in most instances attend to their duty, or to the instructions they have 
received. They complain loudly of the delay in sanctioning the works which have been pre- 
sented ; they complain of the delay of sending these lists to the inspecting officers, instead of 
furnishing them direct to the engineer. Notwithstanding these complaints, the Committees, 
when required to send in a list of labourers, delay doing so for several days. The Ballicolla 
Committee have been loud in their complaints, and yet have only this morning returned me a 
list I left with them 011 the 6th. The reason is obvious. Their registers are not correctly kept, 
and when a list is required, they have to meet and determine on each case de now, -unless, as 
I am persuaded is the case in some instances, they allow the chairman or secretary to take the 
trouble off their hands. A member of the Ballicolla Committee informed me that at their last 
meeting a member had objected to an applicant’s name as not requiring relief, and that this 
member, on his way home, had been upbraided for so doing. Of course some member of the 
Committee had told the man, and by these means are honest members prevented from doing 
their duty conscientiously. The Cooham Committee, after urging strongly the necessity of 
putting on more work on account of the number of destitute, passed a resolution on the 
4th instant that they would not fill up the lists I had sent them, as t hey wished the drainage to 
be commenced. This resolution was passed after I had left, and believed the meeting to have 
closed its proceedings. 



Extract from Report of Lieut. Baillie, Inspecting Officer, Queen’s County, for week 
ending 10th January, 1847. 

The whole time of the meeting of the Relief Committee at Maryborough was consumed in 
going over all the minutes of their proceedings since I had last attended, reading their numerous 
resolutions, and making speeches. Near the close of the meeting all those waiting to have 
their names registered were admitted, when Dr. Jacob, who takes the lead, addressed them at 
considerable length, urging them to adopt some means of letling the Government know their 
condition ; for his part he was satisfied they were dying slowly of starvation. A most ineffectual 
attempt was made to show that many of them then admitted had been returned to me, but were 
still unemployed. 

I then showed that whatever number still remained unemployed, no statement whatever on 
this subject had ever been made to me ; that the Relief Committee was the proper channel 
through which to make their case known, and that the Committee were then to report it to me. 
This had never been done. 



Extract from Journal of Major M'Kee, Inspecting Officer, Queen’s County, for week 
ending 23rd January, 1847. 

The destitution is still very great, and the price of food has not yet fallen. Considering the 
distress which prevails, the people have been generally very well behaved. In Maryborough 
West, which I visited on Friday and Saturday, I found the labourers seeking employment 
more orderly and civil than they were before the dissolution of the Relief Committee, some of 
the members of which had too much encouraged unfounded complaints. The new Committee 
has been formed. There is every prospect of having all the destitute in employment within a 
week. 



Extract from Journal of Lieut. Batllie, Inspecting Officer, Queen’s County, for week 
ending 23rd January, 1847. 

The road works in Stradbally are also drawing to a close. The people are enduring their 
privations and sufferings with great patience. I have not heard lately of any outrages. A 
clergyman, a member of the Relief Committee of Luggacurren, writes to me to say the people 
on the works in that district are getting weaker every day, owing to the insufficiency and 
inferior quality of the food which they are able to obtain with their earnings, which are again 
diminished from their increased inability to perform a good day’s work, and urging me to use 
my influence to have higher rates allowed for the tasks. Such a system it would, of course, be 
impossible to carry out, and it would be better to permit day-work than to attempt to execute 
a task which no judgment could be equal to, viz,, pricing the work in accordance with each 
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individual’s physical ability to execute it. The Relief Committees are beginning to perform 

their duties with greater regularity. 

I see great quantities of land in the county still remaining untilled, and I am informed that 
with few exceptions, the smaller farmers, holding from 5 to 10 acres and under, are making no 
preparation for a crop, in the ensuing season. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Hart, Inspecting Officer, County Louth, for week ending 
-9th January, 1847. 

I have been very much pressed during the past week to find employment for the destitute 
but the prompt compliance of the Commissioners to my application for increased means has 
relieved me from what was a very painful and ciitical position. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Hart, Inspecting Officer, County Louth, for week ending 
16th January, 1847. 

I have had a very anxious time of it during the past week, and but for the moans so promptly 
placed at my disposal by the Board, by which I have been enabled to put several hundred 
persons into immediate employment, I do firmly believe that the peace would have been 
broken in several parts of this county. All is now comparatively quiet, although much desti- 
tution still remains unrelieved. With 19 Relief Committees to visit and regulate, it has not 
been possible for me to visit the works throughout the county, but those I pass by daily appear 
to be judiciously managed. Farm operations are progressing, and I am doing all in my power 
to induce the small farmers, holders of one, two, and three acres, to cultivate their land, by 
making it generally 'known that I shall dismiss from the Public Works every person holding 
land who neglects it. An announcement of this kind may have the desired effect. There is 
still a large quantity of unthrashed corn throughout the country. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Hart, Inspecting Officer, County Louth, for week ending 
23rd January, 1847. 

The destitution in every section of the country is rapidly increasing, owing to the high prices 
of provisions. At the same time, there is a very large quantity of unthrashed corn everywhere 
in the country, a larger quantity, I am credibly informed, than has ever been known at this 
season in any former year. The destitute people have been enduring great suffering, owing to 
the want of employment on the Relief Works, but the Board having now issued prompt and 
specific orders to immediately remedy this, I hope to have it in my power to make a more 
favourable report next week. 



Extract from Report of Captain Telford, Inspecting Officer, County Westmeath, N. D., 
for week ending 9th January, 1847. 

Barony of Moycashel. 8fc. 

From the hurried and slovenly manner some lists are prepared I am obliged to return them, 
and state that it is time enough to let me have them on obtaining the engineer’s requisition, 
when I shall call for the number to be employed on some specific work. This has given 
umbrage in some quarters, but were I to comply with the whims of Relief Committees my 
services would be of little avail. 

W here proprietors who have undertaken drainage have appointed a superior class of persons 
as stewards to look after the labourers, and keep them regularly to their work, I find fair hire 
has been earned, and no dissatisfaction expressed ; but some of the gentry have men as over- 
seers little or nothing removed as to condition in life or intelligence from those they are placed 
over, and, consequently, without frequent measurement and great firmness on the part of the 
engineer, little value can be obtained. This is a point I have been impressing and insisting 
on, and shall see carried out. 

Men in the barony of Cockaree, whose weekly subsistence was cut down one week, more 
than made up the deficiency of what they had expected, and a fair rate of hire the week 
following. I was obliged to give instructions to check clerks not to enter men for work em- 
ployed for drainage who did not. use the tools supplied for that purpose, many objecting from 
not being accustomed to them. 

Extract from Report of Mr. Maxwell, Inspecting Officer, County W 7 estmeath, for week 
ending 9th January, 1847. 

In some instances the people employed on the Public Works in my district have worked 
hard and constantly, and have earned excellent wages, but the majority are very indolent, and 
in some cases their day’s pay has been reduced in consequence. 

I have had to complain of two or three instances of individuals of Relief Committees sending 
men to the Public Works without any authority whatever. Of course they were not checked 
for payment or acknowledged by the check clerks, .and when they applied to me I referred 
them to the individuals who sent them to the work. 
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Extract from Report of Lieut. Brandling, Inspecting Officer, County Kildare, for week 
ending 9th January, 1847. 

The farming operations in the north of this county are going on well, but I am sorry to say 
that in the south, about the barony of Kilkea and Moone, the ground is sadly neglected. 

I am sorry to say that, task-work is not general in this county. 



Extract from Journal of Mr. Maxwell, Inspecting Officer, County Westmeath, for week 
ending 16th January, 1846. 

Many of the Public Works in Moycashell have been concluded, and the rest very far 
advanced. 

In some places, and owing chiefly to the smartness of the ganger, the workmen have done 
their work well, and earned as much as Is. id. per day. 

A few of the better class of farmers are tilling their ground, but the land of the poorer holder 
is utterly neglected. 

Extract from Journal of Captain .Telford, Inspecting Officer, County Westmeath, N. D., 
for week ending 16th January, 1847- 

I found at Killnean, barony of Farbile, that the Committee had made excellent arrange- 
ments for the supply of food which is the most important duty they have to perform at this 
calamitous period. The registry of applicants for employment so carefully and scrupulously 
kept that. I had not to strike out a single name. 

I begin to see the plough going in a variety of places, but the small farmer is doing nothing. 

Owing to the drainage works being now in operation in the barony of Demifore, ample em- 
ployment for those requiring it is afforded; but previously not within 500 of those in the 
utmost distress were provided for, and had it not been for ihe munificence of the Earl of 
Longford and Mr. Pollard, of Kantuck House, great difficulties must have ensued. I feel 
myself greatly relieved by the miserable beings in this district having now some means to keep 
body and soul together; and I must sav,. to their credit, that, they submitted to their hard 
trials with the utmost fortitude, and were determined, if compelled to supply their wants by 
taking provisions from the more comfortable class, they would do so openly in the day-time. 

Wednesday . — Engaged all day at Castlepollard, preparing lists for Mr. George Duffers, 
appointed to superintend drainage in the barony of Demifore, who undertook, on his own resr 
ponsibility, to give employment on works not yet sanctioned ; but being perfectly satisfied, from 
his report, that they must, I; thought he used a wise discretion, under all the circumstances, 
starvation being depicted in the faces of a numerous pauper population, for whom no other 
means of relief were open. 



Extract from Journal of Mr. Maxwell, Inspecting Officer, County Westmeath, for week 
ending 23rd January, 1847. 

Baronies of Brawney, Clonlonen, Kilkenough , Moycashel, Rathconrath, and Fartullagh. 

The conduct of the people on the works is quiet and orderly, hut in general they are very 
indolent. Seven sheep and one cow have been stolen at night this week, and a barn was 
broken into close to the town of Kilbeggan. The assistant engineer in Moycashel has been 
introducing much more extensively the task-work system, and, in consequence, many of the 
gangs were only paid 8iZ. per day. I am in hopes this will cause greater exertion next week. 
The farm operations have been much neglected as yet. I have had a few of the labourers on 
the works applied for by the farmers. I have given them every encouragement to go to the 
farm work, by promising to readmit them on the works if they should be without employment. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Telford, Inspecting Officer, County Westmeath, N. D., 
for week, endipg 23rcl, January,. 1847. 

The farmers of a better class are beginning to use the plough freely, but the small holders 
of land are quite at a stand still ; however, the usual season for their operations in this part of 
the country has not arrived, and when it does, I greatly fear they will not have seed to put in 
the ground. 



Extract from Report of Captain Teleord, Inspecting Officer, County Westmeath, N. D., • 
, for week ending 2nd- January, 1847. 

Wherever Relief Committees have come forward in good earnest, and made it their business 
to provide lists of the really destitute only for the Public Works, I have found the pressure for 
employment met at once, and farm operations not generally neglected, as in the case of the 
Ballinacargy district, barony of Moygoish, where every arrangement from the onset was made 
for the supply of good sound articles' of food at fair prices; thereby effectually checking all 
attempts at extortion on the part of small dealers in meal, and whatever else is now a substitute 
for the potato. 
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Extract from Journal of Lieut. Anderson, Inspecting Officer, County Wicklow, for week 
ending 9th January, 1847. 

f Barony of North Ballinacor. 

The prices of provisions are, I regret to say, increasing. One poor object came to me on 
the works yesterday and said, “ I got 5s. last week, but all I could get for it at Dunlavin was 
a stone and a half of meal, and how. Sir, will that support a small but helpless family of four 
beside myself.” 

On Monday, the 4th, I attended a meeting of the Anamon Relief Committee, and ordered 
31 more men to be employed, and ordered 10 to be struck off the lists, as I had received 
information that they were not destitute. On Tuesday, the 5th, I attended a meeting of the 
Sheanna Relief Committee and struck off 25 names, and gave employment to 10 more men. 



Extract from Journal of Lieut. Anderson, Inspecting Officer, County Wicklow, for week 
ending 16th January, 1847. 

Sheep stealing is daily becoming more frequent. Several outrages of a more serious nature 
have occurred in this neighbourhood. About 20 barrels of corn, the property of the Rev. W. 
West, of Arramoe, were burnt. I would suggest that a supply of Circular No. 47, be sent down 
to me, that I may have them posted in different parts of the county. Persons to whom- 1 have 
hitherto refused employment I have found it necessary at last to admit ; a panic has seized the 
small farmer, and one and all have ceased to cultivate their lands. 



Extract from Journal of Lieut. Anderson, Inspecting Officer, County Wicklow, for week 
ending 23rd January, 1847. 

This morning I received the following communication from one of my check clerks in South 
Ballinacor. 

“ I have also to inform you, that the men employed on the Killadoren, part of the same road, 
were on the eve of turning out this day at dinner time, partly on account of not having been 
paid, and partly for an increase of wages, as they all told me they were starving. I was also 
informed by the stewards along the entire line that about one-third of the men under their charge 
had not eaten anything for the last 36 hours. I should mention that I met the pay-clerk as I 
left Tinnahely in the evening, and that he reported all were paid. I met many on my journey 
here, and all were thankful, as they had got their pay. I have selected considerably upwards 
of 8000 men for employment on the Public Works, and I am sure they only require food to 
remain peaceable.” 



Extract from Report of Major Ainslie, Inspecting Officer, County Galway, for week 
ending 2nd January, 1847. 

Barony of Clonmacnoon. 

The most prominent event is the robbery of Mr. F. Coffey, pay-clerk, barony of Longford, 
of about 670/., on 28th December, near Flower Hill, between 12 and 1 o’clock mid-day. 
About 1 50/. has been found when searching for arms in the barony of Longford, at the house 
of a notorious offender, called Steel Madden, by an active sub -inspector, Mr. Abbott, who has 
taken the notes to Mr. Coffey, at Loughrea, to identify them, and Mr. Hall, the Board’s 
auditor, accompanied him, and thence they go to Portumna, where two more men are in 
custody on suspicion of being accessories. 

I found that cultivation around the districts in Ballymoe, Tyaquin, and Killian baronies 
suspended, and I admonished the workmen, that if the spare hands did not work and prepare 
their fields it was practicable to suspend the works to give time for tillage, but this duty, which 
is not done in many parts of the county till the eleventh hour, has yet I hope some chance of 
performance. 

Agricultural operations in the north of my district appear to be suspended. I admonished 
the labourers about this neglect. 



Extract from Report of Major Clerke, Inspecting Officer, County Galway, for week 
ending 2nd January, 1847. 

Destitution and starvation still increasing, and every one looking forward with earnest 
anxiety to the arrival of the time when it may be deemed expedient by the Government to 
check the inordinate extortion of the provision merchants, on which subject I am daily fearing 
some popular outbreak. 

In the course of my inquiries, in this district, in which from former residence and con- 
nexions I have the best sources of information, I ascertain that there is a good deal of corn still 
extant. It is not to be seen stacked, as in other times, but I know that it is kept threshed and 
stored by the middle class of farmers, evidently with a wish to escape public observation. 
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Extract from Report of Major Burns, Inspecting Officer, County Galway, for week ending 
9th January, 1847. 

The state of the country is lamentable. There have been many outrages during the past 
week. Bands of armed men have been robbing houses of arms, money, and provisions. 
Alarm appears to pervade the minds of all classes, and destitution is said to be attended with 
fatal effects in an awfully great degree, and yet the people will tamely see their neighbours on 
the Public Works, who have the means of supporting themselves, without pointing them out. 
Some of the poor people have recently given me private information, which has enabled me to 
remove nearly a hundred men of that description alluded to, and in their place, destitute people 
employed. 

The labourers, such as have families, cannot, from the high price of provisions, provide for 
them on the daily wages of 8 d. Men who labour by task do not complain. Several labourers 
came to me yesterday, but in a peaceable and orderly manner, and stated what I have just 
reported. On the Shanaglish line, on Friday, the labourers insisted on the check clerk 
returning them for 1 j. a-day, and threatened violence if he refused. 

I assembled the people and explained to them the fearful results that would attend refractory 
conduct on their part. I dismissed four of the ringleaders off the works, two of whom I after- 
wards discovered had ample means of supporting themselves. 



Extract from Report of Captain Hutchison, Inspecting Officer, County Galway, W. D., 
for week ending 9th January, 1847. 

I beg leave to call the particular attention of the Board to the state of the county town. 
The works in progress nearly finished, and the state of the fishermen of the Claddagh is a 
prospect far from cheering. There are very few boats employed now. The tackle of the others 
either pledged for their support or worn out, and they without the means of replacing them. 
An attempt, I hear, was made to stop grain on Loch Corrib, but the police fired, and the 
country boats dispersed. 



Extract from Report of Major Clerke, Inspecting Officer, County Galway, for week 
ending 9th January, 1847. 

Sixteen cars, laden with meal and flour, were plundered near this, on Thursday. 

Distress and applicants at the poor- house much augmented. Indian corn and meal reduced 
in price, in Galway, owing to extensive importations, while home produce is dearer from want 
of enterprise and importations of wheat. Bread sold, this day, at Is. OJd. the 41b. loaf; 
although the weather has been fair the corn market has been miserably supplied, and at 
exorbitant prices. 



Extract from Retort of Major Ainslie, Inspecting Officer, County Galway, for week 
ending 9th January, 1847. 

I regret to say that agricultural operations are generally neglected, and where the least 
employment was given there the seed was put in. The conduct of the people around Athenry 
and Monivea is very good. I could not hear of arms being seen to any extent, nor do I think 
they have yet found their way there. 

The principal part of the gang who robbed Mr. Coffey have been committed for trial. 

Engaged in an interview with the members of the Ey recourt Relief Committee respecting 
the establishment of a soup kitchen, and with many other gentlemen. 



Extract from Report of Major Atnslik, Inspecting Officer, County Galway, E. D„ 
for week ending 16th January, 1847. 

The state of the country is still tranquil, but apprehension increases on the minds of many 
gentlemen. I have heard of arms being in possession of many around Portumna on the 
borders of the Shannon. The condition of the people is in many parts very bad, and I think 
the gentlemen of the country are exerting themselves, but the difficulty is serious and exten- 
sive. Representations are made to me that lOti. is not sufficient for subsistence at the present 
fate of provisions, which are raising. The leader of the gang who robbed pay-clerk Coffey 
has been identified by him. 



Extract from Report of Major Burns, Inspecting Officer, County Galway, for week ending 
16th January, 1847- 

Baronies of Killartan, Loughrea, and Leitrim. 

There have been many outrages committed in the above baronies since my last report 
particularly in Leitrim. The cry of destitution becoming every day more loud. The Relief 
Committees seldom meet, and, it at all, merely nominal; the whole power is in the hands 
of a few persons, who pour lists after lists into my office containing hundreds of names repre- 
senting people who are stated to be literally starving. The engineers declare that they cannot 
find employment for them, the works having already too many hands on them, and no imple- 
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GALWAY. raents to spare. I have over and over again urged the necessity of removing from the wor s 
men who are known to have the means of supporting themselves, and young men fit to serve 
Her Majesty; hut from whatever motive the Committees will not assist me in that desirable 
object. Private information has, however, enabled me to dismiss upwards of 130. 



Extract from Report of Major Borns, Inspecting Officer, County Galway, for weekending 
23rd January, 1847. 

The Relief Committees have almost ceased to act; the Roman Catholic clergy, the chief 
actors, represent the people to be literally dying of starvation, and yet, no effort is made by any 
party to remove from the works those men who are known to have the means of supporting, 
themselves. . 

Robbery of arms, money, sheep, and, provisions is of nightly occurrence. I observed but 
little farm operations in my progress through the county during the past week. 



Extract from Rkport of Captain Hutchison, Inspecting Officer, County Galway, for week 
ending 23rd January, 1847. 

The works I have visited this week are going on as well as the state of the weather (which 
has been very severe) will admit of. 

The state of the country is remarkably quiet, considering the very great distress the popu- 
lation are now labouring under. The deaths are, I hear, numerous, chiefly among the 
aged. 

The high prices of food and:the distances they have to bring it,, chiefly done by the women 
on their backs, in many cases from 20 to 30 miles, add much to their privations, yet I have not 
heard of a single outrage on person or property in this remote part of the country. I am sorry 
to say there is an apathy, and no desire for cordial co-operation in the Rounclstone Committee, . 
their days of meeting a scene of quarrelling amongst themselves. There are the clergymen 
of the Established, Presbyterian, and Roman Catholic churches, but no gentleman of note as 
chairman ; this will, I fear, lead to lamentable results. I observed some of the usual farming 
operations in progress while travelling through the country. 



Extract from Report of Major Clerke, Inspecting Officer, County Galway, for week ending 
23rd January, 1847. 

The preparatory farming operations usual at this season in other years appear suspended in 
this district, except where the people have some peculiarly favourable tenure of their ground. 
I never make a tour of inspection without wishing that the poor labourers were paid in food 
instead of money, and that small depdts of provisions were established wherever there was a. 
military or constabulary station. Amongst other advantages it would diminish the risk of pay- 
clerks travelling about with large sums of money. 

The labourers being supplied with a ticket for meal in lieu of money would keep off from 
Public Works all but those actually in want of food. 



Extract from Report of Major Ainslie, Inspecting Officer, County Galway, for week 
ending 23rd January, 1847. 

The district is still tranquil, but the representations at present of well-informed persons are 
more and more pressing and energetic for employment. 

The conduct of the labourers is- good, but. I am everywhere asked for further employment; 
what has been done appears like -a small reply to urgent exclamations of distress and demands 
on all sides. The markets are rising still. 



Extract from Report of Major Clerke, Inspecting Officer, County Galway, for week 
ending 30th January, 1847. 

I regret that I experience much difficulty in encouraging soup establishments amongst the 
rural Relief Committees of the baronies in my charge, principally from the number of non- 
resident proprietors, who will not subscribe, and from the natural repugnance of the residents 
to have the whole onus thrown on them. 

I find throughout the same pervading system of jobbing” amongst the Committees. 

One chairman, a man of large fortune, had to resign his seat, on discovery that he caused 
to be put first on the relief lists those of his own tenants who had paid him their rent. 

I sincerely hope that the method I suggested to the Committees, as to admission of appli - 
cants’ names on their relief books, will obviate much abuse and monopoly, of patronage. 
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Extract from Report of > Captain Hutchison, Inspecting Officer, County Galway, W. D., GALWAY, 
for week ending 30th January, 1847. 

The gathering, of sea-weed has begun, and other farming operations are in progress, and 
some wheat is sown ; much damage was done to the sea-wall and works along the Cladelaoh 
during the. gale of Sunday. 



'Extract from Report of Captain Layaud, 'Inspecting Officer, County Leitrim, for week LEITRIM, 
ending 2nd January, 1847. 

I am still of opinion that,. in many instances, -the valuations for labour are too low, as proved 
by the fact that now the measurements are made -some gangs only get from L. lid. to 
2s. 10d. for the week on No. 13 work ; an enormous quantity of arms are coming into the 
country daily, and many pistols. 

The men on No. 31 were very much inclined to become mutinous, and abused the check- 
clerk simply because the measurements having been made they had not earned what they 
expected. I at once proceeded to the spot, and told them that, unless they returned to work 
at once and undertook not again to abuse the check-clerk, I would stop the works in that 
locality ; and, as for getting day’s wages it was contrary to the regulations, and unless they 
choose to work by task everything must cease. 

The country is at present quiet, but the anxiety evinced by all the lower orders to purchase 
arms is so great and so many have done so that any moment might see an outbreak. The 
market still continues high ; sickness is very prevalent. I am of opinion that a letter should 
be sent to the Relief Committees to discourage the practice of giving out meal with an under- 
standing that. the same should be stopped out of the wages at pay-day, as it leaves open a wide 
door for abuse. For example, one poor woman has informed me she got an order for two 
stone of meal, and that the price of two was stopped from her, though only one stone of meal 
was given her husband. 



Extract from Report of Captain Ball, Inspecting Officer, County Leitrim, for week ending 
.2nd January, 1847. 

On Wednesday I attended the Committee at Kirlough, and on Friday at Drorahair, at all 
these Committees the business of the day wa3 transacted and the lists investigated, but I am 
'sorry to say that each succeeding day the difficulty increases as to removing from. the lists those 
who have been improperly placed there at first. A few individuals who came forward to give 
information have been.ill-treated or driven from the country ; those who ought to do.it did not, 
from the reason that, in having removed those who -are not indigent, they lose their dues or 
rents, and the employment of the really destitute seems to be set aside. It is on this point 
that unpleasant differences arise between the Inspecting Officer, and the Committees, and the 
total impossibility of arriving at truth almost sets aside the earnest endeavours of myself (and 
I suppose others) to relieve the lists of the comparatively independent. Much distress exists 
throughout these two baronies, and the heavy press and demand for employment prevents the 
.possibility of giving second tickets to large families, who find it almost impracticable to feed 
themselves, at the present enormous price, upon meal and provisions. 

Tiie poor people have been generally peaceably disposed, with the' exception of pilfering 
poultry, &c. 



Extract from Report of Captain Layard, Inspecting Officer, County Leitrim, for week 
ending 9th January, 1847. 

Barony of Carrigalen. 

I attended the Ballinamore, Fenagh, and Carrigalen Relief Committees this week, gave 
increases to the utmost. The Ballinarnore relief proceedings are conducted most irregularly, 
.no registry kept, and lists made and signed out of Committee. A smith named O'Neil of 
Carrigalen, who was paid 55 1. for work done for the Board some time since, has proceeded to 
England, laid the whole out in the purchase of arms, which are now being retailed. 

Information was received by Mr. Yevers, stipendiary magistrate of Mohill, which he com- 
municated to me, that a plan was laid to rob Mr. Lawder, pay-clerk, on Thursday night last ; 
of course the police were on the alert, every precaution taken, and, I believe, sufficient evidence 
has been obtained to lead to the detection of the parties. 

There was a complaint made by a man on No. 19, that the overseers had stopped the price 
of two stone of meal ; on inquiry I found he had done so, on an order from Mr. Lawder, and 
the only way he was to blame was for taking instructions from any one but the engineer or 
myself. I made him pay back the money in my presence, and cautioned him for the tuture to 
take no orders from any one but myself or Mr. Hall. 

The resident magistrate got information of a plan laid to attack Mr. J. Staek, the pay-clerk, 
on Thursday last ; three of the parties, I am informed, are identified. 'The lower orders are 
sinking fast from disease and famine in this locality. I am so deeply impressed with the abso- 
lute necessity which exists for the establishment of provision depots in this barony that I would 
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ao-ain urge on the Board that no time be lost in bringing this subject to the notice of the proper 
authorities. The land is being very neglected, as those who ought to till it are driven by want 
to seek employment on the Public Works. 

The men on No. 1 1 work struck for day’s wages, but owing to the promptitude and decision 
shown by Mr. Gisborne and Mr. Jones matters are getting on quietly. 

I attended the Relief Committee on Friday the 8th. A Mr. W. Peyton called on me for 
information relative to certain roads, such as Cf estimates, expenditure, amount of work done, 
&c., &c.” I declined giving it. As this person, with others, seems to consider they have a 
rio-ht to investigate everything going on in my own and the engineer’s office, I informed the 
Committee that° any complaint they had to make in writing I would pay immediate attention 
to, but I considered they were altogether stepping out of their province to institute inquiry, or 
investigate themselves, and if dissatisfied with myself I trusted they would refer the matter to 
the Board. 

Extract from Journal of Captain J. Bull, Inspecting Officer, County Leitrim, for week 
ending 9th January, 1847. 

My time this week has been devoted as much as possible (but four days attending the 
Committees, and Saturday occupied in making out reports, &c., leaves little time for other 
duties) in attempting to suppress the frauds that now exist with regard to the tickets. Every 
possible invention of imposition, forgery, and tampering with the check-clerks have brought 
this evil to such a pitch it is almost impossible to check it, and quite impossible to correct it 
without crreat assistance. I have none. Many persons of the Committees are the very persons 
implicated, and the Committees are so divided among themselves, and their time taken up 
with violent personal altercations, that it is impracticable to get through business or obtain any 
assistance from them. There appears no inclination on the part of the people to cultivate 
their lands. The invariable answer is, ,f they have nothing to put into it,” and a very great 
portion of this mountainous district will not ®row grain. If the Public Works are not 
stopped shortly the land will be left untouched. There is a great preference shown for working 
on roads. 



Extract from Report of Captain Layard, Inspecting Officer, County Leitrim, for week 
ending 16th January, 1847. 

I attended the Carregallen Relief Committee on Thursday the 14th, but was obliged to 
leave early in consequence of illness. The registry of this Committee is also uncompleted. 
They have done a great deal during the season in the way of providing meal for the poor. 

Arms have been sold to a great extent in this locality, and the land appears to be neglected. 

I attended the Mohill Relief Committee on Wednesday, 13th instant, and I beg to bring to 
the notice of the Board the fact, that the registry for this Committee is not completed, and I 
cannot succeed in getting it done, I have therefore determined to grant no more issue tickets 
until every man’s name is registered, there were strong representations made at this meeting by 
the landed proprietors and farmers, as to the difficulty of obtaining labourers to till the land. 

I consider in the Relief Committee of Mohill, that the preponderance of the clergymen and 
priests in proportion to other members, is far too great, as, having no stake in the country, they 
are regardless as to the numbers they recommend for employment. The country is quiet. As 
I drove through the country, I observed three or four instances where the lands were being dug 
for cultivation, but it was very partial, I consider it most desirable that a Government Depot 
for corn meal and other provisions should be established in the town of Mohill for the benefit 
of South Leitrim. Arms have been purchased to a great extent by the peasantry in this 
barony, especially on the borders of Longford. 

I beg to state that illness obliges me to have this report written by my clerk. 

The works in this barony are conducted with great regularity, and few, if any, complaints 
ever reach me. Mr. Gisborne informs me that some of the labourers employed on the works 
bordering on the county of Longford, are striving hard to get day’s wages. There are loud 
complaints that improper persons are put upon the works in this barony, but the greatest diffi- 
culty is experienced by myself and the Committee in finding out the improper parties, and I 
cannot but feel that much blame is attributable to some members of this Committee for the 
injudicious and inconsiderate manner in which they bring forward the names of parties for employ- 
ment. The Rev. Mr. Evers, P. P., and Mr. Fanning, P. P., are the parties I allude to. 

I am of opinion that the land which ought to be dug at this time for the oat crop, is being 
very much neglected, and the farmers experience so much difficulty and unwillingness on the 
part of the labourer to go to farm work, that I have thought it expedient to print off 100 of th-‘ 
Board’s Circular, dated 29th October, 1846, for the purpose of distributing them more gene- 
rally through the country. 



Extract from Report of Captain Bull, Inspecting Officer, County Leitrim, for week ending 
16th January, 1847. 

I am obliged to repeat in this report what I have before stated, the want of co-operation on 
the part of the Committees, one-half divided against the other, and the time taken up in violent 
personal altercations, anything being done by one party being overthrown by the other, most of 
the gentlemen withdraw from their general attendance, and°the consequence is, the Relief In- 
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specting Officer meets with no support or assistance ; the most gross imposition is carried on LEITRIM, 
in the employment of proper persons upon the works ; everyt hing is done by me to check it, and 
set matters right, but it is impossible with the little time I have. The great press of people 
employed upon nearly 60 projects, and having to attend four Committees during the week, 
which employ the whole day, and having long distances to go. Without complaining, I can 
assure the Commissioners, that from 8 or 9 in the morning, until -often long past 12 at nio-ht, I 
never have one minute’s rest, and yet I feel I cannot do anything like that I ought, so oppres- 
sively am I pressed for on all points without any assistance whatever. 



Extract from Report of Captain Layard. Inspecting Officer, County Leitrim, For week 
ending 23rd January, 1847. 

Mr. Famer, P. P. for the parish of Cloone, submitted lists at the commencement of this 
month for the employment of 80 persons on the Auskeet line, 3l of whom were struck off by 
Committee on the last meeting as being above want. I returned eight lists to the secretary of 
this Committee to be properly completed ; he has returned them to me in the same state as 
formerly sent, staling he cannot obtain the requisite information from the members of the Relief 
Committee who originally submitted their names ; it is but fair to the secretary to state, that 
these irregularities occurred during his temporary absence at Sligo. 

A soup shop has been established in this town by private subscription, and the shopkeepers 
and tradesmen of the place have come forward handsomely to support it, and I consider it 
would be a desirable thing that a moiety of the Relief Committee funds should be given in aid 
of it, but the members of tne Relief Committee seem to fear, that by so doing, the Government 
would curtail their donation to the relief funds. As far as my own observations go, the famine 
operations in this barony are not meeting with that attention that they ought. The people in 
the country are most tranquil and patient ; arms are still being sold. 

A soup shop has been established at Ballinamore, but it does not appear to be well conducted. 
Great exertions have been made throughout the season by the Carrigallen Relief Committee, 
in the way of keeping up a constant supply of meal in this locality, and much credit is due to 
the Rev. Mr. H. O’Brien, for the personal risk he has subjected himself to, in obtaining this 
most desirable object by advancing money for the purpose. 



Extract from Report of Captain Bull, Inspecting Officer, County Leitrim, for week ending 
23rd January, 1847. 

As I am about to leave this county (according to orders received), I wish to show to the 
Board, what exertions have been made to rouse the Committees to exertions, but without any 
avail. I have taken the liberty of enclosing a circular, I addressed them on two important 
points, they have, however, given no proof of attending to either. 

The price of provisions daily increases, and meal is selling in some of the districts at the high 
price of 3s. 9 d. per stone. 

It is melancholy to observe the declining and haggard appearance of the town class, few of 
them being enabled to afford themselves more than one wretched meal a-day. Their general 
conduct is peaceable. 

However, it is satisfactory to believe, that although great, distress prevails, much sickness, and 
occasional deaths, there have not been instances that could be proved to be caused by actual 
starvation. 

The preference shown for working on the roads, to that oflabouring in the fields, has caused 
me to exert myself much in endeavouring to counteract that, which must bring great ulterior 
injury upon the country. I have not yet seen an instance of a man working upon his own 
land, and I heard it to be a fact, that the people are now consuming for food what they had re- 
served for seed. 

Unless some steps are taken to force the labourers from the works, the consequences must be 
most serious. 

Sir, Manorhamilton, January, 1847- 

In consequence of the pressing demands for additional employment for the poor, upon 
the Public Works, and at the same time, the decreasing state of the monies allowed on the 
different projects, I beg to call the attention of the Committees to the serious consequences 
that are likely to occur, unless some steps are taken to remedy the coming evil, and which must 
affect the community at large. 

1st. I would suggest, that every member of the Committee should exert himself to ascertain 
the circumstances of their tenantry and parishioners, in order that those who are enabled to 
support themselves without assistance from the Relief Works, should be at once removed from 
the lists. 

2nd. That the Committee make it their duty to inquire among their tenants and parishioners, 
whether the aid of labourers is required to cultivate their lands, receiving fair wages, and if so, 
to apply to the Inspecting Officer, who will select the required number from the Works adja- 
cent to their properties or lands ; persons refusing to accept of this employment, will be struck 
off the lists. 

The vast numbers now employed upon the Public Works, are such (and the known fact of 
many being in tolerable and better circumstances) that unless the Inspecting Officer receives 
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LEITRIM. some assistance as above suggested, it is impossible to afford more relief; and only as the 
persons in better condition are removed, so can the really destitute be provided for. 

(Signed) J. Bull, Captain , Inspecting Officer. 

The Chairman of the Committee. 



Extract from Report of Captain Layard, Inspecting Officer, County Leitrim, for week 
ending 30th January, 1847. 

Deaths from want are in my opinion of daily occurrence in this barony ; the works are near 
finished, and something must be done to find employment. A murder was committed on the 
side of Cloone parish, near Ballinamuck, on Wednesday night, by a party in search of arms. 
The country from this to Carregallen, is in a slight measure presenting patches here and there 
ready for seed. Soup shops have been established at Mohill and Streamstown. The neigh- 
bourhood of Dromod is in a deplorable state, no resident gentry, or clergy, also few, if any, 
Public Works in that locality. Deaths to a fearful extent are daily occurring, and I am of 
opinion that Government should establish a soup shop itself at Dromod, as I see no other way of 
getting one up. 

A pay-clerk of the drainage was robbed miles distant from Ballinamore, on Wednesday, 
at 4 p.m. It would appear that some of the labourers were going home about this time, but I 
cannot find out that they could have prevented it. The soup kitchen which was established 
here proved a failure, and gratuitous issues of bread and meal are given out weekly. Deaths 
are of daily occurrence to a fearful extent, and 1 fear much greater distress will prevail in the hill 
country to the north of Ballinamore. The land is neglected, and some immediate steps should 
be taken to get it under tillage. On the Carrigallen side, especially Aughavass, there is much 
requiring to be done to the land, but in consequence of the number of absentees, there is no 
one of any substance to employ the people. 

. In conjunction with Captain Dent I attended the Carrick-on-Shannon Relief Committee 
and revised lists, but was unable to put more men on ; a resolution was entered into request- 
ing Government to establish a provision depot for South Leitrim, al°o for the sale of seed. It 
is absolutely necessary, but the Government must hold in their own hands the power of selling 
to every one who applies, or else the locality alone in which it is placed will benefit, and not 
the other baronies, all of which I conceive ought to be equally benefited by it. 

The land is very much neglected in this barony ; the people are quiet, but the sale of fire- 
arms is as constant as ever. Distress is on the increase. Soup kitchens have been established 
at Carrick-on-Shannon, but as yet every thing is given out. 



Extract from Report of Captain Boll, Inspecting Officer, County Leitrim, for week ending 
30th January, 1846. 

Baronies of Dromahair and Rosclogher, 

Monday I attended the Committee at Manor Hamilton. 

Tuesday ditto ditto at Drumheeran. 

Friday ditto ditto at Dromhaire. 

Resolutions were passed for the establishment of soup kitchens in different districts. 



Extract from Journal of Lieut. Primrose, Inspecting Officer, County Mayo, for week 
ending 2nd January, 1847. 

Baronies of Carea and Kilmaine. 

The conduct of the persons employed is, generally speaking, good, with some exceptions on 
one road in Kilmaine the work has been suspended, as I reported in my letter of the 1st 
January. J 

On Monday I shall investigate the matter, but I fear the report is but too true; the whole 
cause of complaint on the part of the labourers, or at least their only excuse, can be the accu- 
rate returns made by tho overseers, who seem zealous and attentive in their duties. 



Extract from Report of Captain Carey, Inspecting Officer, County Mayo, for week ending 
ending 2nd January, 1847. 

Baronies of Burrishoole and Murrish. 

In one of the relief districts the Committee demand further employment, whilst the superin- 
tendent of drainage carried on under the Board in that district is hardly able to get men to 
carry on his works ; and I hope next week to be able to strike men off the roads for employment 
or, the drainage. 
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Extract from Journal of Captain Farren, Inspecting Officer, County Mayo, for 
week ending 2nd January, 1847. 

An impression is abroad amongst the people that fair value is not expected for fair wages ; 
it is most difficult to remove this, and I regret to say that remarks made (perhaps with a dif- 
ferent motive) at the presentment sessions this day are, in my opinion, calculated to deepen this 
impression on the minds of the labourers ; when an idle gang is returned for trifling wages, 
though proportionate to the work performed, the engineer is assailed with a torrent of com- 
plaints, and memorials immediately forwarded to the Government. 

On Saturday (this day) I attended the extraordinary presentment sessions for barony of 
Carra, held at Castlebar ; the meeting, after a long discussion, decided upon acting under Mr. 
Labouchere’s letter, and agreed that a sum' equal to the whole poor-law valuation, 56,000/., 
for the employment of the people for three months, should be presented for. After presenting 
sums in each electoral division sufficient for the completion of the unfinished works, the meeting 
adjourned until Monday next, to give the proprietors an opportunity of bringing forward pre" 
sentments for drainage and reproductive works. 

Little signs of agricultural industry can be oberved. 



Extract from Report of Captain Stirling, Inspecting Officer, County Mayo, for week 
ending 9th January, 1847. 

With regard to farm operations it is the old story; no attempt at it as yet, but the great mis- 
fortune in that respect will be the almost total want of manure, as I see nothing of the kind 
about the different farm-houses. 



Extract from Report of Lieut. Primrose, Inspecting Officer, County Mayo, for week 
ending 9th January, 1847. 

On Monday I attended the adjourned extraordinary presentment sessions for the barony of 
Carra, at Castlebar ; 56,000/. the whole poor-law valuation of the barony had been at the pre- 
vious meeting determined on for the relief for the next three months ; very small sums were taken 
for drainage, and the greater part of the remainder for the completion of the roads now in 
progress. 

The works on two roads in the barony of Claremorris, as I reported, were obliged to be sus- 
pended, in consequence of the insubordination of the labourers, who would, on no consideration, 
allow the measurement to proceed, and threatened the overseers in a manner most violent; the 
same thing occurred with two gangs on the road from Clare to Mayo, but of which I made no 
special report. The engineer suspended the work most justly, but in consequence of the distress 
the work is resumed, and the names of the ringleaders cancelled. I have no doubt that a 
memorial relative to this particular case will be forwarded to the Commissioners by a Mr. 
Hughes, the Catholic clergyman of this parish, who disapproves much of the proceeding, 
however little right he may have to interfere ; such an example is absolutely necessary, and 
unless measures of this sort are resorted to, no order or regularity can be observed. 

The country is quiet in this particular part of the district. 

The price of provisions raising daily. 



Extract from Report of Captain Caret, Inspecting Officer, County Mayo, for week ending 
Sth January, 1847. 

Many cottages have stacks of grain still untouched, though this is not a general rule, but I see 
few signs of preparation for seed; the middle of March is here considered soon enough to begin 
preparation. 



Extract from Report of Lieut. Cox, Inspecting Officer, County Mayo, for week ending 
9th January, 1847. 

The country is extremely peaceable, although there, is much excitement amongst the people 
on account of the very great number of processes that have been served on them for rent; they 
feel that there is a desire on the part, of their landlords to get rid of them ; numbers of them 
are leaving the country, and still more would follow them if they had the means to do so. 



Extract from Report of Captain Farren, Inspecting Officer, County Mayo, for week ending 
9th January, 1847. 

The conduct of the labourers on the works in question has been orderly, one road excepted. 
No. 24. When I visited this work on Tuesday, one of the overseers came up and reported 
that he had been struck and obstructed in his duty by some of the gangs on the road, who had 
refused to allow him to measure their wark. The pay-clerk had just paid them their wages 
for the preceding week, and they had been rated for a less sum than other gangs, not having 
done an equal quantity of work; this exasperated them against the overseer, and as they had 
been idle during the week ended that day, they were determined to prevent the overseer from 
measuring their work. 



MAYO. 
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MAYO. As the men, I understood, were in an excited state, I directed the overseer not to accompany 

me to this portion of the road, and I went myself amongst them. I found them much excited 
and full of complaints against the overseer, also complaining of their task and a want of tools; 
they had, however, evidently been idle ; I explained to them the impropriety of their conduct, 
and warned them that those who had been guilty of insubordination would be punished. 

Having subsequently ascertained from the engineer and check-clerk the name of the gang 
who had obstructed the overseer, I struck out their names (six) from the list of men employed 
on the road ; an example I considered absolutely necessary to break up the combination 
which had been formed by a portion of the road to resist the system of taskwork, and to inti- 
midate the overseer. 



Extract from Journal of Lieut. Primrose, Inspecting Officer, County Mayo, for the week 
ending 16th January, 1847. 

No less than eight different works in the barony of ICilmaine were stopped at the end of this 
week, the money having been expended; in consequence of which about 800 persons have been 
thrown suddenly out of employment. 

No arrangements can be made for a few days to have these persons transferred to other 
works, and consequently great excitement prevails in their localities. 

Notwithstanding the orders of the Board, men seldom if ever commence working till after 
ten a.m., and cease about half past three, aud even during these hours do not accomplish one 
half what might be done. 

Want of energy prevents any exertion, and the feeling seems to have gone abroad they must 
be supported whether they work or not. 



Extract from Report of Lieut. Cox, Inspecting Officer, County Mayo, for the week ending 
16th January, 1847. 

The people here are much excited by the number of processes for rent. There are at present 
between five and six thousand of them brought before the quarter sessions now sitting at 
Ballina. 

In Erris the people appear to be quite dependent on the Government supplies, which are now 
opened at Belmullet. 

I am afraid that destitution is very much on the increase in this part of the county. There 
are a great number of deaths, and the coroner’s inquests are numerous. I think that many, if 
not caused by actual starvation, are the result of diseases produced or hastened by an insuffi- 
cient supply of food, but the people are too much inclined to attribute more deaths to this cause 
than is really the case. 



Extract from Report of Captain Carey, Inspecting Officer, County Mayo, for week ending 
16th January, 1S47. 

Some roads have been stopped this week for insubordination, (I reported) ; the labourers on 
others have been cautioned about the orders to suspend works, if the men employed are con- 
cerned in riot, or are quiet spectators of any outrage. 



Extract from Report of Captain Stirling, Inspecting Officer, County Mayo, [for week 
ending 16th January, 1847. 

Observed on the different main roads during the past week considerable numbers of people, 
men, women, and children, proceeding to the coast for the purpose of going to England and 
Scotlaud, on begging excursions ; in some places I am informed whole villages have been 
deserted. I have also noticed many families of the more comfortable class going from the 
country with all their baggage, & c. 8tc., aud what ready money they had in bank ; these, 1 
am told, purpose embarking for America. 



Extract from Report of Captain Farr.en, Inspecting Officer, County Mayo, for week ending 
16th January, 1847. 

With regard to agricultural operations I have observed a few labourers in the fields, but 
little preparation, however, appears to be making for the future; all throw themselves upon the 
Public Works. 

The disinclination to work still exists, inability from an insufficiency of food being given by 
them as an excuse ; in some instances the labourers imagine they will not be paid according 
to their exertions, and complain of a want of tools ; there is however no doubt that making 
every allowance for the former and latter causes, a far greater quantity of work could be per- 
formed than has hitherto been done. Threats relative to the weekly ratings have been made 
to the overseers and check-clerks, and secret intimidation resorted to. 
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Extract from Report of Lieut. Primrose, Inspecting Officer, County Mayo, for week 
ending 23rd January, 1847. 

Under existing circumstances, and taking iuto consideration the great want of tools in every 
part of the district under my charge, the works are progressing as well as can be expected; 
and on some roads much more than the average rate of wages has been earned. In one part 
of the barony Is. 4 d. per diem seemed a common sum, and on one road the last payment 
amounted to Is. 7d., of course adding one-fourth stopped as a clearance. 

Great discontent exists amongst the labourers as to their mode of payment, that is in the 
disparity in amount for some weeks some gangs being retained for much more than others • 
and it is much to be feared the class of men employed as overseers, although in most cases quite 
competent, are not entirely above bribery, and will show favour to particular parties, and yet 
it is impossible to accuse any of them directly of such a proceeding, however much inclined we 
may be to stop such an abuse. 

The country is quiet. The example made by the suspension of some of the roads for insub- 
ordination has had a wonderfully good effect. 

A little is going on in the farming operations, but most of the small holders are nevlectin» 
everything, and eating the seed which should be saved for the next year. 



Extract from Report of Captain Farren, Inspecting Officer, County Mayo, for week 
ending 23rd January, 1847. 

It has been stated to me that gentlemen and farmers requiring men to work on their lands, 
(although aware that if required the labourers must go to them and will be struck off the list 
if they refuse,) will not employ them, knowing their preference for the Public Works, and that 
they will not give fair value. 

I have not remarked any increased signs of agricultural industry, little if any preparation 
appears to be making for the ensuing season, the lands are almost neglected. 

The state of the district generally is peaceable, an inclination to plunder meal carts in one 
portion of it excepted. 



Extract from Report of Captain Carey, Inspecting Officer, County Mayo, for week ending 
23rd January, 1847. 

An occasional woman or child is all that is to be seen at work in the fields, yet on every visit 
to a district I see fresh earth turned up, and, I believe, as much preparation for the coming 
crops to have been made as is usual in this county. The disposition to outrage, interference 
with traffic, prevalent a short time ago, seems to have passed away for the present, and escorts 
are certainly not required now, where a fortnight ago they would have been indispensable; 
there is but little difference in some of the Relief Committees since the first commencement, 
the lists of applicants being still brought forward by individuals not taken from any scrutinized 
registers. 



Extract from Report of Lieut. Cox, Inspecting Officer, County Mayo, for week ending 
23rd January, 1847. 

I have succeeded in striking off this week the names of improper persons who were employed 
on the works. 

I do not think any vessel is safe at anchor in the bay. The people are afraid to move meal 
about without an escort. 



Extract from Report of Captain Carey, Inspecting Officer, County Mayo, for week ending 
30th January, 1847. 

General misconduct on the part of the labourers in the parish of Kilgane has been reported 
to me this afternoon ; to stop all the roads on which complaints are made would throw an un- 
precedently large number of persons idle, in a district where there are but few police, and no 
other restraint of any sort. 

It appears that the men on one particular road were offensive this day to the assistant 
engineer on his way into this town to report to me. I have, therefore, suspended this till 
further inquiries can be made. This will be known generally to-morrow (Sunday), and will, I 
hope, be sufficient. 

The men in this district are in large numbers on the same road, and appear to have deter- 
mined not to work by task, which wiu, of course, be enforced. This district is most unfortu- 
nate, it has no resident gentry whatever, and its Committee does not deserve the name; it is 
said that a report, that they are to be fed for nothing, has been circulated amongst them with 
injurious effect during the last few days. 

The proportion of able-bodied men employed on the works seems to get smaller and smaller 
every day. Husbands and fathers go constantly to England and Scotland, leaving their fami- 
lies behind them. The great mass of persons labouring consists, therefore, of old men, women, 
and children ; they nevertheless receive on an average, including the balances, about 1 lcf. 
when tasks are regularly carried out. I find the wages run rather nigh. 



MAYO. 
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Extract from Report of Captain Farren, Inspecting Officer, County Mayo, for week 
ending 30th January, 1847. 

Since the letting of tasks by the assistant engineer the quantity of work done on the different 
roads has increased, though in many cases it does not equal the amount which with ordinarv 
exertion might be performed, making every allowance for insufficiency of food, &c.; one great 
cause is the short period the labourers remain on the works; it is most difficult, from the great 
number of overseers and check-clerks required for the works, to obtain persons for these situa- 
tions who will do their duty and check the men when absent or late. Intimidation and it 
is not improbable, bribery, and every other means except the legitimate one (individual exer- 
tion at the task itself) are resorted to by the labourers to obtain their end — high wages, which 
as their distress is great, they undoubtedly require, and could obtain, as the contract prices' 
are all framed on the most liberal scale. 

Some of the labourers on another line, Clooner to Killavalla, were engaged in the robbery 
of a meal-cart ; three gangs have been suspended in consequence of this affair, a special report 
of which will be forwarded by this post for the 'information of the Commissioners. 

Farm operations are iu progress to a very limited extent; great apathy prevails in this 
respect, coupled, however, with an impression that Government will employ the people on their 
own lands, and pay them for it. 



Extract from a Report of Lieut. Cox, Inspecting Officer, County Mayo, for week ending 
30th January, 1847- 

There is still no appearance of any farming operations. Wheat has not been produced in 
this part of the country at any time, and, of course, none could be expected to be sown this 
year; but, I regret to say, the usual crops are also neglected. I think there is more oats in 
the haggards than I was at first led to suppose ; though very many are without any at all, still 
there are a number of persons who have much more than they could possibly require for seed, 
and who have been keeping it back up to the present period, in the hope that prices would still 
continue to rise. 

The destitution is very great, and as employment increases the demand for it appears to 
increase also. 



Extract from Report of Captain Burmester, Inspecting Officer, County Roscommon, fcr 
week ending 2nd January, 1847. 

There have been several instances of sheep and cattle stealing in various places. The pay- 
ments of the men are becoming more regular ; with regard to farming operations little or 
nothing is doing on my road from Roscommon to Frenchpark ; on the 30th, a distance of nearly 
-0 miles I saw but one man at work in the fields. The whole of the labouring population is 
pressing on the works. I have reason to believe that a very considerable quantity of potatoes 
still remains in this country,, having been preserved for seed. I have heard of several persons 
who have saved some, and instances of their being seen in the markets are not unfrequent. I 
saw four men digging a field of them near Knockview Bridge on the morning of the 2nd; some 
of them were of fair size, and the whole perfectly sound. 

Extract from Report of Major Donald Stewart, Inspecting Officer, County Roscommon, 
for week ending 2nd January, 1847. 

Much inconvenience arises from the practice pursued by some Committees of sending to the 
inspecting officer long lists of people requiring relief, without waiting for the intimation of the 
number of people required for the particular works, who are consequently liable to be put on 
works at a distance from their abodes. The same result is occasioned by the drafting of men 
from one work to another by the engineers. 

Extract from Report of Captain Burmester, Inspecting Officer, County Roscommon, for 
week ending 9th January, 1847. 

During the last week the labourers have been got more into task-work than on any previous 
■week ; with the exception of two works in the barony of Castlereagh (viz. Bracklin and Bally- 
contry. Nos. and 23 in Presentment Schedule), where the labourers have assaulted the 
check-clerk and overseer with considerable violence ; the conduct of the men has been good. 
These two works are both stopped ; the police have been in search of the ringleaders, who 
have probably left the country, their houses being found deserted. 

With regard to the state of the country, the outrages are confined to sheep stealing, which 
continues to some extent. I have during the last week seen more men employed in the fields 
than I have for some time previous. 

Extract from Report of Major D. Stewart, Inspecting Officer, County Roscommon, for 
week ending 9th January, 1847- 

There is yet but little doing in farm operations, the works at Cloonyowlish, as elsewhere, are 
much impeded by the want of wheel-barrows, which circumstance I have communicated to 
v 1 ®. en § ineer ’ Wlt ^ 1 'nformation that they can be obtained on application at the office at 
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Extract from Retort of Lieut. Wethered, Inspecting Officer, County Roscommon, for 
week ending 16th January, 1847. 

The state of this district is tranquil, no outrage of a serious nature having come to my know- 
ledge beyond robberies of sheep. The sale of arms is very extensive, several walking-stick 
guns have been sold in this town. The description of persons who principally purchase them 
are small farmers, though I have known them purchased by men whose families were starving 
The labourers on the Relief Works conduct themselves orderly. The Committees, generally 
speaking, transact their business very indifferently ; they generally depend on oue working 
member; where they are deficient of a person, which is the case in the Strokestown and Clon- 
furlough Committees, no business is transacted. All the Committees are now occupied 
revising their lists. 

At the extraordinary sessions held for the barony of Roscommon at Strokestown, which 
lasted four days, there was much argument, which is universally the case at all meetings held 
in that town. 

The distress of the people is on the increase, provision having reached such a fearful price, 
meal selling in Roscommon market this day at 1Z. 7 s. 6 d. per cwt., and from 3s. 6tZ. to 3s. 7 d. 
per stone ; numbers are dying daily from want. A soup shop has been established in this 
town, which has given great relief. 

Extract from Report of Captain Burmester, Inspecting Officer, County Roscommon, for 
week ending 16th January, 1847. 

The system of employment by task is, generally, gaining ground. Very few men are 
employed in the fields. I saw more appearance of cultivation about Ballintober than in any 
other place. The outrages have rather decreased, but the stealing of sheep still continues. In 
Frenchpark the Relief Committees are engaged revising the whole of their lists, and, in a 
considerable portion of that barony, the tickets will shortly be done away with. 



Extract from Report of Major Stuart, Inspecting Officer, County Roscommon, for week 
ending 16tli January, 1847. 

Baronies of Ballintober South, Athlone, and Moycarn. 

The turbulence at the Lanesborough road arose from discontent at the rate fixed for labour, 
and one of the men threatened the check-clerk ; I, therefore, struck him off the list, but as he 
has been since very submissive, and I understand the example has had a good effect, I have this 
day, the 16th, ordered that he be put on again. At Canvarn Hill, it arose partly from the 
same cause, and partly from the neglect of the overseer, in not obliging the gangers to work 
with their gangs, which was fairly objected to by the men, and has been corrected. 

Extract from Report of Major Watson, Inspecting Officer, County Roscommon, for week 
ending 23rd January, 1847. 

The state of the country is tranquil. The distress is spoken of as increasing, if such be 
possible, the market prices being very high. The conduct of the labourers generally good.. 
Farm operations even as yet are few and rare. 



Extract from Report of Lieut. Wethered, Inspecting Officer, County Roscommon, for 
week ending 23rd January, 1847- 

Provisions continue on the increase ; meal was selling at from 28s. to 30s. the cwt, and 
retail at 3s. 8d. and 4s. per stone. 

The people are generally quiet and orderly, though in extreme distress. 

A number of guns with bayonets attached have been purchased in this town, principally by 
herds; for the purpose of protecting their cattle during the nights. 



Extract from Report of Lieut. Wethered, Inspecting Officer, County Roscommon, for 
week ending 30th January, 1847. 

Baronies of Roscommon and Ballintober. 

Since the appointment of the check clerks has been given to the Inspecting Officer, my 
attention has been more specially called to that class of persons, and, with very few exceptions, 
they are most incompetent and incorrect. I scarcely ever visit a work without having to 
dismiss them. They were all originally recommended by members of the Relief Committee 
to the engineers. ' 

Extract from Report of Captain Burmester, Inspecting Officer, County Roscommon, for 
week ending 30th J anuary, 1847 . 

As yet the appearance of labourers in the fields are rare and isolated. Great distress has 
been caused by the irregularities of the payments of the labourers. 



ROSCOMMON. 
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SLIGO. Extract from Report of Captain Gilbert, Inspecting Officer, County Sligo, for week ending 

9th January, 1847. 0 

Distress is rapidly increasing, and employment much wanting in Carberry and Tireragh, 
where the roads are completed, and others will be completed in a very short time. In the 
immediate neighbourhood of the town of Sligo there are at least 200 most destitute men 
seeking employment, and no work in progress where they can be employed. No farm opera- 
tions are taking place. 

Extract from Report of Captain Gilbert, Inspecting Officer, County Sligo, for week ending 
16th January, 1847. 

Baronies of Tirerill, Coolevin, Corran, and Carlury. 

Since my last report on the baronies of Coolevin and Corran, I find scarcely any corn left in 
the different haggards, and no appearance of any agricultural pursuit in any district. The 
works are progressing exceedingly well, considering the very exhausted and distressed state of 
the labourers. Provisions are rising in price daily. 



Extract from Report of Captain Gilbert, Inspecting Officer, County Sligo, for week 
ending 30th January, 1847. 

Great complaints from the labourers on all the roads of the high price of provisions, and that 
their daily earnings, even by measurement or task-work, are not sufficient to support themselves 
or families. In general, the people are so reduced and weak that they cannot perform a good 
day’s work. The works progress as well as can be expected. 

Very great distress in the town and immediate neighbourhood of Sligo. Fever very prevalent, 
and many deaths daily, particularly in the Union, and 400 are now ill in fever. 



Mr. Walker to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of Public Works, Custom House, 
Dublin, December 9, 1846. 

I am desired by the Commissioners of Public Works to request you will 
bring before the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury the circumstances 
under which the Newry Navigation Company, by their letter of 17th October, 
1846, have applied for the further issue of 7000/., being the balance to be. 
advanced of the loan of 30,000/. made to that body towards completing the 
works for the improvement of their navigation. 

In 1834 a loan was made of 12,000/., to be repaid by half-yearly instalments 
of 244/. 17s. 5 with interest at 4 per cent. 

In 1842 a further loan was made of 30,000/., being two-thirds of the estimated 
cost of making^ a new sea-lock and other works, to be repaid by half-yearly 
instalments of 750/., with interest at 5 per cent., and on which loan a sum of 
7000/. yet remains to be issued. 

The instalments payable upon the first loan have all (with one exception) 

been received, amounting together to . . . . £ 6,121 16 3 

Interest'upon both has been received to the amount of 6,815 2 11 



Total . . £12,936 19 2 



,, ... J he ™talmeiits in arrear upon the second loan exceed by 5007. the amount 
i/, 500 . y e t remaining unissued. 

In January last the Company, having applied for an issue of 5000/., were 
intormed that the Board would consent to issue 3000/., but no more until the 
works oi the Company were in such a state of advance towards completion as 
--t^fy the further issue of the balance of the loan. By their letter of 
tne 12 th r ebruary the Committee consented to these terms, stating their inten- 
ion o making up, by calls upon the Company, the deficiency between the sums 
asked ior and the sum which the Board consented to advance. 

subsequently, on the 17th October, the Committee laid before the Board a 
statement showmg the works yet required “ to make the expenditure already 
lam out by the Government and the Company profitable to its full extent,” 
Sr non? ? Stl L nate ° f 5 , 2 ’? 00/ -> 311(1 seeking from the Board the further loan of 
> ., to be secured, in like manner as the. former loans, by ail additional 

mortgage upon the navigation. 
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Upon due consideration of the amount of deht and liability to be thus 
incurred, together with the means of liquidation, the Board rejected this appli- 
cation, at the same time suggesting a curtailment of the plans and estimates to 
the amount required for the completion of the original project. This, it 
appears, would be, viz., 

£. s. d. 

To finishing the present lock . . 8,891 4 0 

Gates for ditto .... 4,205 17 0 

Incidents, say (10 per cent.) . 1,309 19 0 



£14,407 0 0 



Yielding to this suggestion, the Company have withdrawn their application 
for the further loan, and now seek an issue of the 7000/., the balance of the 
30,000/. loan, undertaking to increase the half-yearly instalments, so that the 
loan shall be paid off within the period originally specified. 

The Company, in making this application, acknowledge their unwillingness, 
at the present period of distress, to call upon the shareholders for that propor- 
tion of the estimate, which, if previously expended, would then justify the 
Board in making the required issue, and, therefore, have made the present 
application. 

The Board consider the present and prospective income of the navigation 
ample for the repayment of the loans already agreed on ; but they cannot, for 
the reasons already assigned, recommend the issue without first laying all the 
circumstances before their Lordships for their direction. 

Treasury Minute on the above. 

February 9, 1847. 

Write to the Commissioners of Public Works that, as the Commissioners 
consider the present and prospective income of the navigation amply sufficient 
for the repayment of the loans already agreed on, their Lordships are pleased 
to sanction their issuing the 7000/., the balance of the loan of 30,000/. already 
authorised, provided the Company undertake to increase the half-yearly instal- 
ments, so that the loan shall be paid off within the period originally specified. 



Commissioners of Public Works to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of Public Works , Dublin, 

January 21, 1847. 

We beg to state, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of Her 
Majesty’s Treasury, that owing to the great increase of applications for main 
drainage of districts and thorough drainage of the properties of individuals under 
the General Drainage and Loan Acts, it becomes absolutely necessary to have 
increased assistance in Dublin to manage the engineering and valuation details. 

It was at first thought that the services of Mr. Smith of Deanston, or some 
other agricultural engineer, could have been obtained on reasonable terms for 
this purpose ; but upon consideration of the whole matter, we find that tliis 
arrangement, even if effected, would not suffice for the objects required, now 
that the mass of this class of business is greatly increased and likely to increase 
to a still greater extent. 

For this service we require the whole time of an able assistant, well acquainted 
with drainage operations, the whole details of the law in relation thereto, and 
such a general knowledge of Ireland, and the relations of landlord and tenant 
therein, as will facilitate his operations and prevent the numerous errors which 
a person wanting this knowledge would be almost certain to fall into, if suddenly 
called upon to enter into the details of such a mass of business. 

In addition to those important and more immediately pressing duties, we 
require that such assistant should be at the head of the department of valua- 
tions connected with the drainage of lands, to examine and revise the reports of 
the local valuators (upon which depends the security for monies advanced), and 
the assessment for the expenditure. His aid ■will be constantly required in the 
purchase of lands and premises, the adjustment of questions of compensation, in 
[b. w. 2.] T 
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the preparation of the engineering and valuation details of the numerous awards 
under these Acts, and in the still more difficult and delicate duty of assisting us 
in fixing the amount of increased rents to he paid by the tenants of the drained 
lands. 

Considering the duties of such an officer, the fact that they may be expected 
to extend over many years, the necessity that his whole time should be devoted 
to the service, and that, to be perfectly impartial, he should hold an independent 
position as an officer of this Board, without being allowed to take private busi- 
ness, we recommend that he should be paid by the Government at the rate of 
800/. per annum. 

All the officers of every class, locally comiected with the Drainage Works, 
either as regards their execution, payment, or supervision, are paid out of the 
funds provided for the works, and we do not propose in any way to trench on 
this wholesome arrangement ; but for the duties herein referred to, so variable 
in their nature and having reference to numerous Acts of Parliament, we feel it 
would be impracticable to attempt any apportionment of the salary of such an 
officer over the various measures, and are, therefore, led to submit the propo- 
sition that he should be paid as an officer of the establishment. 

For this service we recommend to their Lordships Mr. Robert Harding, who 
has, after many years’ experience in the valuation of Ireland, been now, for more 
than six years, connected with the Shamion Navigation and Drainage Depart- 
ments of the Board, in both of which he has most ably and zealously discharged 
precisely similar duties to those we now require. 

In these capacities and in the making of valuations for the Board by contracts 
in various parts of Ireland, he has been, and, if not appointed to the office now 
proposed, will probably continue to be in the receipt of a much larger income ; 
and we conceive his professional knowledge as an engineer and valuator entitles 
him to our recommendation of this amount of salary. 

This officer will require a suitable office, and, during the present emergency, 
several clerks having a knowledge of plans and calculations, under him. 

We look to the immediate establishment of a suitable system and arrangement 
of this heavy and important business as indispensable to the success of our pro- 
ceedings and those contemplated by their Lordships, as to advances for perma- 
nent improvement of land. 

We have evidence that the Irish landlords are prepared to avail themselves of 
the facilities offered for drainage, and deem it essential to meet the pressure that 
our arrangements be completed without delay. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

February 9, 1847. 

Write to the Commissioners of Public Works that their Lordships are pleased, 
in compliance with their recommendation, to appoint Mr. Robert Harding to be 
their assistant for the execution of the duties adverted to in their letter, and of 
any others which they may think proper from time to time to assign to him. 

Mr. Harding’s salary will be at the rate of 800/. a year, to commence from the 
present date, and it will be provided for and paid in the same manner as the 
salaries of the other officers on the fixed establishment of the Board of Works. 

Their Lordships desire that written instructions may be furnished to Mr. 
Harding for his guidance in the several duties entrusted to him, and especially 
in respect to preliminary proceedings comiected with the adjustment of questions 
between landlords and tenants, and that copies of these instructions may be 
submitted to this Board. 



Mr. Hornsby to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of Public Works , 

January 21, 1847. 

I am directed by the Board to forward you, for the information of the 
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the enclosed communication 
from Mr. Redington, the Under-Secretary, relative to constabulary escort, for 
the purpose of protecting the officers employed on the Public Works. 
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Mr. Redington to the Commissioners of Public Works. 

Dublin Castle, January 14, 1847. 

Adverting to your minute of the 8th instant on the report of the inspecting officer at 
Ennis, I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to acquaint you that his Excellency considers it 
to have been a judicious course, under the circumstances, to have given to Mr. Petty the pro- 
tection referred to. 

It is not, however, possible to give constabulary protection to every officer engaged on Public 
Works, however anxious and desirous his Excellency may be to afford it to them in an ample 
manner, and his Excellency, therefore, considers the course adopted on this occasion by the 
inspecting officer to have been necessarily required. 



Captain Wynne to Mr. Walker. 

Emis, January 3, 1847. 

I have the honour to state, for the information of the Board, that in consequence of the 
extent to which intimidation is at present carried in the barony of Inchequin, in this district, 
Mr. Petty, local engineer, waited on me this day to state his inability to exercise any super- 
vision over the Public Works, unless under the protection of a police force. 

I immediately waited on Captain Leyne, R.M., and was informed by him that in the parish 
of Kilkeedy, where protection is most required, there is not a slated house to be had for the 
accommodation of police, and that Government require such in all cases. 

At present the overseers and stewards are quite at the mercy (both day and night) of the 
workmen, having neither arms nor other means of protection ; and as it is well known that the 
outrage on Harrington was not committed on him in consequence of any part of his conduct 
(which has been uniformly considerate and humane), but merely as a warning to others in his 
situation not in any way to interfere with the labourers, they (one and all) expect the same fate, 
if not protected. 

I should say that Mr. Petty is not a man easily intimidated. He is a most resolute voung 
man, and determined to discharge his duty under any circumstances ; but considering it unfair 
to expose him to almost certain destruction, Mr. Gamble and I think it our duly to allow him 
the protection of a person chosen by himself till such time as some other arrangement be 
made. 

With regard to the outrage on Mr. Harrington, I have no doubt of our being able to discover 
the perpetrators, provided we receive the zealous co-operation of the magistracy; and I would 
strongly recommend that the works in the locality remain suspended till such time as this most 
desirable object be attained. The consequences may be trying ; but we should be prepared to 
meet them. The offenders are well known, and we are not far from the knowledge of them. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

January 26, 1847. 

Write to the Commissioners of Public Works that their Lordships entirely 
approve of the course adopted by Captain Wynne under the circumstances stated, 
and it is their wish that in cases in which escorts cannot be furnished by the 
constabulary, the Commissioners should take such other steps as may be neces- 
sary for the safety of the persons employed under them. 



To the Right Honourable the Lords of the Treasury. 

The Memorial of the Kinsale Relief Committee, 

Sheweth, 

That at the Special Sessions held in this town under the Labour Rate 
Act, the assembled rate-payers agreed to tax themselves to the amount of 7,000?., 
in order to afford employment to the starving labourers of the barony, there 
being nearly 1300 applicants for relief within its compass. 

That the Board of Works ordered roads to the amount of 2,800?. of the sum 
presented to be forthwith commenced, thereby affording employment to about 
700 persons, and leaving nearly 600, with their families, totally destitute. 

That this small sum is now nearly exhausted, and that memorialists look 
forward with horror to the consequences likely to ensue, so soon as the small 
balance of money remaining in the engineer’s hands shall have been disposed of. 

That to obviate this state of things, memorialists have repeatedly urged on 
the Board the propriety of forthwith commencing certain reproductive works, 
calculated to be of immense utility to this locality, and that hitherto all their 
remonstrances have been neglected and their applications treated with the most 
marked indifference. 

T 2 
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That the works so applied for consist of the approach and earthworks of a 
bridge, which it is intended to erect across the Bandon river, to facilitate the 
intercourse of a large and important agricultural district with the town of 
Kinsale. 

A presentment to fill certain docks in the town of Kinsale, thereby very much 
improving the town, and having a tendency to promote the health and well-being 
of the inhabitants. 

A presentment for two piers, in dangerous and exposed situations, two-thirds 
of the expense to be borne by the Fishery Board, works likely to confer great 
advantages on those engaged in the sea fisheries, at a comparatively small expense 
to the rate-payers, Kinsale being one of the most important fishing stations in 
Ireland, the great mass of the population depending for sustenance on the produce 
of the sea. 

That under these circumstances memorialists see that they have no resource 
left but in appealing to your Lordships, with the hope that you may direct the 
Board in Dublin forthwith to order these works to be commenced, and save 
memorialists from the necessity of calling a second special sessions, and raising 
money to construct roads through a barony already intersected by them in every 
direction. 

That the workhouse of this Union is now occupied by nearly double the 
number of paupers which it was originally built to accommodate, notwithstanding 
which the streets and public roads are crowded with a squalid and hungry popu- 
lation, miserable, dejected, and scarcely able to crawl along for want of food. 

That memorialists earnestly appeal to your Lordships to take these premises, 
without delay, into your most serious consideration, thereby mitigating the 
almost intolerable miseries of the naked and starving poor, and preventing them 
from being driven by dire necessity, into acts of violence and insubordination. 

And memorialists will pray. 

J. T. Heard, Chairman. 

Kinsale , January 22, 1847. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

January 26, 1847. 

Transmit a copy of this memorial to the Commissioners of Public Works, and 
desire that they will take such steps on the subject of it as may appear to them 
to be required, and report their proceedings to this Board. 

Acquaint Mr. Heard. 



Mr. Redington to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle , January 22, 1847. 

With reference to the last paragraph of the letter to the Treasury of 
the 24th ultimo, forwarding the miscellaneous estimates for the year ending 
the 31st March, 1848, I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to transmit, for 
the information of the Lords of the Treasury, the enclosed ^statement of the 
Managing Committee of the Cork Street Fever Hospital, with the report 
thereon of the General Board of Health, dated the 15th instant. Looking to 
the last paragraph of this report, his Excellency considers that a due regard to 
public health, imperatively requires that this institution should be provided 
with the means of meeting promptly (as in former instances has been the 
case) the calls that must inevitably be made upon it, should the apprehended 
infliction of epidemic disease fall on this city. 

Their Lordships are aware, that on the recommendation of the Managing 
Committee, the vote for the Cork Street Fever Hospital was, in 1843 — 44, re- 
duced from 3,800Z. to 3,000Z. The experience of the last four years has shown 
that the reduced votes since the above date, have not furnished sufficient funds 
to meet what may almost be considered the ordinary calls upon the institution. 
His Excellency, therefore, has no hesitation in recommending that the vote 
should be 3,800Z., the amount previous to its reduction, and that to the vote 
for the year ending the 31st March, 1848, there should be a further addition 
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of 1,200/. to make up" the amount short issued since 1844, as shown in the 
accompanying memorandum. 

As by the issue of the 600/. applied for to their Lordships on the 16 th 
instant, the vote for the current year will have been exhausted, his Excellency 
proposes that to meet the expenses to the 31st March next, (which have been 
estimated at 1,300/.), 1,200/. on account of the vote for the ensuing year, should 
he advanced from civil contingencies, to he repaid on the passing of the vote. 

Their Lordships will perceive that the foregoing proposition provides only 
for freeing the institution from the difficulty in which it is now placed from 
want of funds, that it may thereby he prepared to meet the calls upon it, in 
the event of epidemic disease. 

His Excellency is unwilling to propose any addition to what has been the 
usual amount of the Parliamentary grant, considering that, as heretofore, funds 
should be specially provided to meet the apprehended contingency, should it 
unfortunately arise. 



Enclosure. 

Report. 

The explanation of the Managing Committee of the Fever Hospital in Cork Street 
having been fully inquired into, it is submitted for his Excellency’s information, that the state- 
ments therein contained are in every respect correct. 

There, is a considerable increase in the number of patients received into that hospital. Their 
diseases are generally of a very debilitating description, either more, fatal than is usual, or pro- 
ducing tedious convalesance, during which a diet comparatively expensive is indispensable to 
promote recovery, and prevent relapse. 

The accounts of the hospital are kept with great exactness, under the superintendence of ex- 
perienced and judicious managers, well acquainted with the details of business, who devote their 
time, at regular weekly or even more frequent intervals, to the inspection of the concerns of this 
establishment, and to controlling the expenditure. 

At no period of time did this institution manifest a stronger claim to public support than at 
present, when the country is threatened with the invasion of epidemic disease, and is suffering 
from a scarcity of food, nearly, if not altogether without precedent. 

General Board of Health, Fras. Barker, M. D., Secretary. 

15 th January, 1847. 

Fever Hospital, Cork Street, 

Sir, 31rf December, 1846. 

I am directed by the Managing Committee of this Institution, to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 22nd instant, requesting that his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant 
may be furnished with a full statement of the causes of the expenditure of the current year 
being so much in excess, and also stating that similar information will be necessary in regard to 
the contemplated expenditure for the ensuing year. 

In reply, the Managing Committee beg to submit for the information of his Excellency, the 
following statement of the numbers in the hospital for the preceding three years, as contrasted 
with those for the current year, and particularly to draw his Excellency’s attention to the in- 
creased pressure upon the hospital for the last three months, which they see no reason to expect 
will relax for the ensuing year. 

The high prices of provisions will also increase very materially the expenses of the hospital, 
to which the Committee may add, that from a communication lately received from their physi- 
cians, it appears that " the fever of the present year, complicated as it often is with dysentery 
and heavy chest affections, beiug altogether of a lower character, requires a longer period of 
sojourn in the convalescent department, and a more supporting diet,” a fact which will render 
the maintenance of patients in the hospital more than usually expensive. With respect to the 
grant of 99 5 Z. alluded to in your letter, the Committee direct me to observe that this sum was 
to clear off a debt incurred by the previous deficiency of income, and that the additional sum of 
1,300Z. now required to carry on the institution till the 31st of March, has been calculated on 
the experience of the last three months. 

I am further directed to state, that on this day there being 27 applicants for admission, and 
only four vacant beds ill the fever department, the Committee have desired four tents to be 
erected for the accommodation of patients, as has been usual in similar cases. 

I have, &c., 

James Montgomery, Registrar. 
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For the past Three Years. 


For Year 1846. 


Year. 


Aggregate 

Number. 


Average 
Number 
per Diem. 


Month. 


Aggregate 

Number. 


Average 
N umber 
per Diem. 








1846 






From April, 1843 to March, 1844. 


55,315 


151 


April . 


6,613 


220 


From April, 1844 to March, 1845 . 


63,064 


172 


May . 


6,760 


218 


From April, 1845 to March, 1846. 


69,279 


190 


June . 


5,400 


180 








July . 


6,078 


196 








August . 


6,126 


198 








September 


7,104 


233 








October . 


8,155 


263 








November 


8,097 


270 








December 


8,893 


287 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

February 16, 1847. 

Acquaint the Chief Secretary for Ireland, that my Lords will submit to Par- 
liament an estimate for 3,8007 for the Cork Street Fever Hospital, for the year, 
from 1st April, 1847, to 31st March, 1848, and they will authorise the Pay- 
master of Civil Services in Ireland to pay from civil contingencies the sum of 
700/., to make good the deficiency in the funds provided for that institution to 
the 3 1st March, 1847. 

Direct the Paymaster of Civil Services in Ireland to pay to the managing 
Committee of the Cork Street Fever Hospital the sum of 7007, charging the 
same to civil contingencies. 



Mr. Kennedy to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle , January 26, 1847. 

I beg leave to refer to your letters, dated respectively on 6th May and 
4th June last, conveying to me the instructions of my Lords with reference to 
advances under 9 Vic., c. 2, and I beg to enclose an account, exhibiting the total 
sum authorised to be issued under 9 Vic. c.2, and 9 and 10 Vic., c. 78, showing 
also that the sum actually issued amounts to 125,841/. 0s. 4(7, leaving an un- 
issued balance of 4,3097 9s. 7(7 

As the Spring Assizes are now approaching, it seems desirable that I should 
receive the specific instructions of my Lords as to my course of proceeding, 
whether at the approaching Spring Assizes I shall take the necessary steps for 
the recovery of these advances, and if so, at what rate interest ought to be 
charged. I shall also be glad to receive the instructions of my Lords, as to 
the disposal of the unissued balance of 4,8097 9s. 7d. 

I request that I may receive as early an answer as may be convenient, as the 
county officers are entitled to receive a considerable notice before the com- 
mencement of the assizes. 
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Enclosure. 

Extraordinary Presentments for Public Works. 



Statement of the Dates of the Authorities under which Issues have been made in pursuance of the Act 9 Viet., 
c. 2, and 9 and 10 Viet., c. 78, distinguishing the Counties and the Gross Amount authorised and paid to each 
County. 







Dates of Treasury. 
Authorities sanctioning 
Advances. 




— 


— 




— 


— 




— 


— 


Counties, &c. 




Amount Authorised. 


Amount Issued. 


Remains to be 
Issued. 


Leitrim, County .... 




4th June, 1846 . . 


£. 


s. 


d. 


£. 




d. 


£. 




d. 




1,580 


4 


0 










Kilkenny, City 




4th June, 1846 . 


492 19 


4 




4 








Queen’s County .... 
Queen’s County 




6th June, 1846 . . 


5,409 10 


0 


2,000 












20th June, 1846 . . 


582 10 


0 


291 






291 




O 


Kerry, County 




6th June, 1846 . . 


7,239 


1 


7 


7,239 








Tipperary, S. R, County . 
Waterford, County .... 


• . 


6th & Ifth June, 1846 
6th June, 1846 . . 


19,531 


14 


6 


19,531 


14 


6 








Amount required per Treasurer’s) 




















Letter of 18th August, 1846 . j 






5 


6,714 18 


5 








Kildare, County .... 




10th June, 1846 . 




















Deduct 80 1. for two works not! 




















commenced, and amount not re- 




1,193 






1,193 












quired, Treasurer’s Letter 
November, 1846 
Limerick, County .... 


ISthj 










0 




- 










10th June, 1846 . 


13,307 


10 


6 


13,307 10 










Tipperary, N. R., County . 




10th June, 1846 . 


2,335 


2 


6 


2,335 












Carlow, County 




13th June, 1846 . . 

13th June, 1846 . 


3,402 


0 


0 


3,000 






402 






Wexford, County .... 




§,296 


S 


5 


8,296 


8 








Cavan, County 




17th June, 1846 . 


1,610 


5 


0 


1,610 




0 








Cavan, County 




17th June, 1S46 . . 


924 


0 


0 


924 












Louth, County 




20th June, 1846 . 


1,269 


0 


0 


1,269 


0 










Cork, County 




20th June, 1846 . . 


7,439 


13 


1 


7,439 13 










Cork, County 




4th July, 1846 . . 


50 


0 


0 


50 


0 


0 








Mayo, County 




20th June, 1846 . 


19,341 


17 


1 


19,341 


17 










Westmeath, County 




24th June, 1846 . 


1,234 


0 10 


1,234 










Westmeath, County . . . 




29th June, 1846 . . 


123 


18 


0 


123 18 


0 








Total under 9 Viet., c. 2 






102,078 


1 


3 


97,975 


6 


3 


4,102 15 


0 


Cavan, County 




1 Treasury Minute, 1 
( 28th July, 1846. J 


3,213 


15 


0 


3,213 


15 


0 








Galway, County .... 
King’s County 




Ditto .... 


8,941 


16 


3 


8,941 


16 


3 










Ditto 


1,579 


8 


6 


1,579 


8 










Kilkenny, County .... 




Ditto .... 


10,791 


2 


5 


10,791 


2 


5 








Antrim, Co untv .... 




Ditto .... 
















Antrim, County .... 




/ Treasury Letter, l 
l 26th August, 1846. J 


3,546 


6 


6 


3,339 


11 


11 


206 


14 


7 


Total under 9 and 10 Viet. c. 


18 .. 




28,072 


8 


8 


27; 865 


14 


1 


206 


14 


7 


Gross Total . 






130,150 


9 


11 


125,841 


0 


4 


4,309 


9 


7 



Paymaster of Civil Services Office, Dublin Castle, T. Kennedy. 

26th January, 1847. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

February 9, 1847. 

Write to the Paymaster of Civil Services in Ireland, desiring that he will take 
the necessary steps for the recovery of the sums advanced under the Act of 
9 Vic., c. 2, in the manner directed in each letter authorising these advances, 
respectively, namely, the sum advanced in each case to be repaid by the number 
of instalments specified in each letter, the first instalment to be presented for at 
the Spring Assizes, 1847, and so continued half yearly till the whole advance, 
with interest on the sum outstanding is repaid ; but my Lords desire that the 
interest claimed on the sum outstanding shall be calculated at the rate of 4 per 
cent, per annum, instead of 5 per cent., as directed in the letters. 

With respect to the balance of 4,309/. 9s. 7d., which remains in his hands of 
the sum advanced under the Acts of 9 Vic., c. 2 and 78, desire that unless he 
should be aware of any further demands upon the same, he will transfer the 
sum to the account of the Consolidated Fund. 
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Treasury Minute. 

January 26, 1847 

Write to the Secretary for Ireland, and, referring to the intention of 
Her Majesty’s Government to propose to Parliament that a sum of 50,000/. 
should he appropriated for making loans, repayable after next harvest, to landed 
proprietors in Ireland, for the purpose of assisting them to furnish necessary 
supplies of seed in cases in which the poorer class of tenants have consumed 
their usual stock of seed owing to the scarcity of food, request that he will move 
the Lord Lieutenant to acquaint this Board what arrangements he would suggest 
for the purpose of insuring that these loans shall be made to such persons as 
might not otherwise be able to assist their tenantry ; that they shall only be 
applied to the object for which they are intended ; and that they will be duly 
repaid. 



Commissioners of Public Works to the Lords of the Treasury. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 
January 28, 1847. 

We have had under consideration an application from H. Courtenay, Esq., 
for a loan, under the Act of 9th and 10th Viet., c. 101, of 550/., to enable him 
to thorough drain 115 acres of land, his property, in the barony of Upper 
Iveagh, county of Down. 

An examination has been made of the lands by an experienced surveyor, com- 
missioned for that purpose, who has reported favourably on the proposed 
improvements. 

We are satisfied, after having duly considered the report of the surveyor, that 
the benefits to be derived from the projected works of drainage, on the lands to 
be charged, will enable the proprietor to repay the instalment of 6^ per cent, 
per annum, pursuant to the Act, for a period of- 22 years, as well as the cost for 
inspections durmg the progress of the work. 

We, therefore, in accordance with the terms of the 17-th section of the Act 
before mentioned, request your Lordships’ sanction to our issuing a provisional 
certificate to Mr. Courtenay when the time prescribed by the Act for so doing 
shall have arrived •, the loan to be issued in three instalments of amounts pro- 
portioned to the extent of work that shall have been executed ; and the cost of 
inspection, during the progress of the work, to be added to the amoutit of the 
loan, instead of being immediately paid by the proprietor. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

• February 2, 1847. 

Authorise the Commissioners of Drainage to issue a provisional certificate, 
approving of this work in the form required by 17th section of the Act 9th and 
10th Viet., c. 101. 



Mr. Walker to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin , 
January 20, 1847- 

I am directed by the Commissioners to request you will bring under the 
notice of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury the present state 
of the negotiation lor executing the earth-works of the Limerick and Waterford 
Railway, in several baronies which have presented for the same as a Relief 
Work at extraordinary presentment sessions. 

The baronies in question are Iffa and Offa East, and Iffa and Offa West ; 
and Clanwilliam, in the county of Tipperary ; and Iverk, in the county of 
Kilkenny. 
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Presentments for earth-works 
. Public Works from 

Iffa and Offa East, for 
Iffa and Offa West 
Clanwilliam . . . 
Iverk 



have been received by the Commissioners of 

£. s. d. 

20,437 10 0 dated Nov. 16, 1846 
28,255 15 0 „ • 17 „ 

12,475 0 0 „ IS „ 

17,000 0 0 dated Dec. 14 „ 



Previous to recommending the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury to 
sanction the above works, the Board, in the exercise of their prescribed duty, 
proceeded to ascertain whether and to what extent the Commissioners’ printed 
memorandum, which was circulated for the consideration, of presentment 
sessions in baronies desirous of presenting for the construction of railways, for 
which Acts of Parliament have been obtained, under the 9 and 10 Vic., cap. 
107, had been complied with, viz. — 



1st. That the Company be actually in possession of the land through 
which the railway is to pass, or that security for their becoming so 
be given before the works begin, so that no after payment or debt 
whatever for purchase, compensation, or damages may remain charge- 
able on the barony beyond the amount of their presentment. 

2nd. That the Company give or undertake to give security to the barony 
for the due half-yearly repayment of the advances with interest. 

3rd. That the barony should not present for any work which cannot be 
completed by August next. 



For this purpose the Commissioners directed a general inspector of works, 
Captain D. O’Brien, to visit the district, and to report fully on these points. 

Subjoined are that officer’s report and correspondence. 

From these it will be seen that the formal consents of the proprietors, lessees, 
and occupiers of the land to the Railway Company taking possession, have only 
been obtained in the barony of Iffa and Offa West, and these consents but in 
respect of two portions or blocks, so to speak, of the line, of inconsiderable 
lengths divided from each other by an extensive deviation for which as yet no 
Act of Parliament has been obtained, though the Company are now before 
Parliament for that purpose. 

Their Lordships will observe that the Commissioners directed inquiry to be 
made as to lock-spitting the line, and will perceive that this operation has been 
but partially performed. 

If the line actually to be constructed by the Company had been continuous 
through the barony of Iffa and Offa West, without any important deviation 
from that which had been sanctioned by the Legislature, the Commissioners 
were prepared to waive the question of lock-spitting beyond the central line of 
general direction; but inasmuch as the portions of the railway about to be con- 
structed in this barony, according to the Parliamentary plan, are inconsiderable 
and detached from each other, the Commissioners have reluctantly delayed 
requesting their Lordships’ sanction to the earth-work to be done by relief labour 
being commenced until the further proceedings now in progress of the Company 
in the adjacent baronies should permit of a greater extent of line being made 
available for the purpose. . . 

Their Lordships’ instructions having precluded the Commissioners Irom 
taking into consideration the deviated part of the line, it was not in their power 
to treat the intended railway through the barony as a whole, though pressed to 
do so by the Vice Lieutenant of the county and the Railway Company, ana. 
consequently they have been obliged to regard the portions of the line in. Iffa 
and Offa West, in reference to the portions in Iffa and Offa East, and m Clan- 
william. . , , 

With respect to the second condition, touching the security to the barony by 
the Railway Company, a deed has been prepared, and a draft thereof submitted 
to the Attorney-General, who appears to have perused and amended it ; so that 
the Commissioners conclude he was satisfied it was sufficient, when executed by 
the Company, to indemnify the baronies from the payment of the instalments m 



the presentments. . 

As regards the 3rd condition, the arrangements made by the 
[b. w. 2.] 



Commissioners 

U 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




138 



BOARD OF WORKS. 



would, in their opinion, prevent the earth-works being carried on by relief labour 
beyond the month of August next, should it be found necessary to stop them at 
that period. . 

At the present moment, therefore, the full sanction of the Commissioners only 
awaits proof on the part of the Company that they are in possession of the land 
in the baronies through which the line passed, bordering on Iffa and Offa West, 
or at least of such unbroken lengths as would justify the Commissioners’ sanc- 
tion. They are in correspondence with the Company on this point, and they 
are informed that very shortly the required proofs will be adduced. 

Before concluding, however, the Commissioners desire to bring under their 
Lordships’ notice the question as relates to the deviated line, for which the 
Company are now before Parliament ; and this opens the important general 
question, whether their Lordships would empower the Commissioners gene- 
rally, or in part, according to their discretion, to sanction presentments for earth- 
work where — 

] st. The line is inconsiderably deviated, and still runs in the general direc- 
tion of the original line, without partaking in any way of the character 
of a branch or extension line, and commencing and terminating at 
points of junction with the Parliamentary line, intended bond jide to 
be constructed by the Company ; and 

2nd. Where the Company are either in possession of the land required for 
the deviated line by purchase, or have entered into arrangements with 
the landowners, lessees, and occupiers for that purpose, which arrange- 
ments may, in the opinion of the Commissioners, be considered equiva- 
lent to having obtained possession. 

The Commissioners have this question now practically before them for the 
first time. 

Under their present instruction they believe that they are bound to exclude 
such a case from their consideration, but if their Lordships should be of opinion 
that a difference may be made between an original line, or a branch line, or ex- 
tension, for which no Act has been obtained, and a line only deviated in small 
degree as before described, they pray their Lordships may be pleased to give 
them definite instructions for their future guidance. 



Enclosures. 

Captain O’Brien to Mr. Walker. 

Waterford , January 2, 1847. 

I beg to report, for the information of the Commissioners, that in pursuance of their 
instructions, under date 30th ult., I arrived last night in this place, and placed myself in com- 
munication with the chairman, directors, and secretary of the Waterford and Limerick Railway 
Company this morning. After discussing the subject matter of my mission, I placed in their 
hands a letter (a copy of which I herewith transmit), which embodied the inquiries I am en- 
trusted to make, and I received from the secretary a letter, which I beg to enclose for the infor- 
mation of the Commissioners. 

I am about to proceed in the course of the afternoon to Carrick-on-Suir, and from thence to 
Cahir. 

I will again communicate with the Commissioners from Cahir or from Clonmel. 



Captain O’Brien to Mr. Saunders. 

Waterford, January 2, 1847 . 

I beg to enclose for your information a copy of a letter of instructions, addressed to me 
by the Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland. 

You will perceive that my attention is solely directed to the land which you are empowered 
to take, compulsory under your Act of Incorporation. 

With respect to the agreements which have been entered into between the Railway Company 
and the owners, lessees, and occupiers being duly completed in the baronies alluded to, viz., 
Iverk, Iffa and Offa East, Iffa and Offa West, and Clanwilliam, I beg to be informed, — - 

1st. If agreements have Oeen entered into with all the owners, lessees, and occupiers, as above 
stated, in each of the baronies respectively ? 

2nd. If agreements have not been entered into with all the owners, lessees, and ocoupiers in 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




BOARD OF WORKS. 



139 



each of the baronies referred to ; then, I desire to be informed as to how many of the owners’ 
lessees, and occupiers in each barony have agreed to give possession of their land to the Com- 
pany, and how many have up to this date not done so? At the same time I should be glad to 
be furnished with a nominal list of the owners, lessees, and occupiers, showing who have and 
who have not completed the agreements in question. 

With respect to the line being lock-spitted through the lands for which agreements have been 
made, I beg to be informed if the centre line has been lock-spitted ? 

2nd. If the boundary lines have been entirely or only partially lock-spitted ? 

3rd. If only partially lock-spitted, I desire to be informed of the extent to which it has been 
done? 

In replying to these questions, should it be your desire to make any general observations in 
respect of actual possession of the land by the Railway Company for railway purposes, I shall 
be glad to convey them to the Commissioners of Public Works. 



Mr. Saundehs to Captain O’Brien. 

Waterford, January 2, 1847. 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge your favour of this date, enclosing copy of a letter 
of instructions addressed to you by the Board of Works, in which you request information on 
certain points to which your attention has been called respecting the presentments for the earth- 
works of this railway in the baronies of Iverk, Iffa and Offa East, Iffa and Offa West, and 
Clanwilliam, and will proceed to reply to each interrogatory in order. 

First, with respect to the agreements. I am informed by the solicitors employed for the 
purpose of obtaining the consents of parties interested in the lands, that in Iffa and Offa West 
all the consents have been obtained, both for the Parliamentary line and' deviation ; but as you 
inform me you are precluded from inquiry as to the deviation, it will be confined only to a very 
small proportion of the whole, about two miles. In Offa and Offa East, I am also informed that 
all the consents on the Parliamentary line, with one exception (Mr. Power, occupier of Ballydine), 
have also been given. In Iverk 1 am not prepared to state how many have consented, but I 
believe a very large majority ; and in Clanwilliam there are one or two dissentients, whose con- 
sents, however, we have the hope of obtaining in a few days. 

I propose, however, accompanying you to the engineer’s offices at Carrick and Caher, where 
we can obtain the maps of the line as it is correctly laid out, and then, by comparing it with the 
Book of Reference, it will be easy to ascertain the exact particulars you require. 

I will prepare immediately lists of all the parties interested in the land, in compliance with 
the terms of your request, and forward them to you as soon as completed. 

With respect to the lock-spitting of the line, I beg to inform you that, in consequence of a 
former communication from the Board of Works, I have already given instructions to the engi- 
neers to proceed as rapidly as possible to do so ; but I may be allowed to observe, that it is a 
matter which requires to be done with great care and exactitude, inasmuch as the outside lock- 
spitting indicates the quantities of land we propose taking ; and any slight error exposes the 
Company to great expense and interminable disputes with the occupiers and owners, particularly 
if too little be taken in the first instance. I would also take the liberty of suggesting that the 
lock-spitting of the line is not generally considered a proof of possession, as it is always done 
before we even treat with the owners ; and I humbly submit that the consents, when authenti- 
cated by your inquiry, will be best proof of the transfer of interest to the Company. 

The centre line has been lock-spitted throughout, with a slight exception. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

January 29, 1847. 

Write to the Commissioners of Public Works that, as regards that por- 
tion of the line for -which the Company have obtained an Act of Parliament, 
and are therefore possessed of compulsory powers to secure the land required 
for the construction of the railroad, their Lordships see no reason to object to 
loans being granted to the baronies for the execution of the earth-works on 
those portions of land for which the Company have received the assents of the 
proprietors, so as to preclude the probability of any litigation taking place in 
respect to them. 

And, with regard to that portion of the line for which an Act of Parliament 
has not been obtained, their Lordships are of opinion that the formation of the 
Waterford and Limerick Railroad having been sanctioned by the Legislature, 
and the want of Parliamentary authority referring only to a portion of the line 
in respect to which it is considered that a deviation from the particular line 
sanctioned by Parliament would be attended with advantage, this railroad must 
he considered to stand on a different footing from those for which no Parlia- 
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mentary sanction has been obtained ; and provided the assent of all the proprietors, 
through whose lands the deviation is proposed to be carried, has been obtained, 
their Lordships will be prepared to authorise advances being made to the baronies 
for the construction of earth-works on the lands through which the deviation is 
proposed to be carried. 



Commissioners of Public Works to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of Public TP orks, Dublin , 
January 30, 1847- 

We beg to transmit for the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury the annexed schedule of loans required for the drainage of lands under 
the provisions of the General Drainage Acts, as amended by the 9 Vic., c. 4. 
All the preliminaries required by the Acts have been complied with. 



Enclosure. 

Drainage Acts, 5 and 6 Vic., c. 89 ; 8 and 9 Vic., c. 69 ; and 9 Vic., c. 4. 



Return of Loans for the Sanction of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 



Name of District. 


County in which 
situated. 


Name of Engineer- 
who reported. 


Number of 
Acres to be 
Drained and 
Improved. 
Statute 
Measure. 


Total 

estimated 

Cost 

of the Works 
required to 
be sanctioned. 


Estimated 
increased 
Annual Value 
when 
Drainage 
is completed. 












£. 


£. 


Red Bog 


Meath . 




William Forsyth 


27S 


688 


154 


Youghal 


Cork 




S. W. Roberts . 


220 


8,812 


660 


Clonakilty . 


Ditto 




William Forsyth 


303 


5,281 


360 


Owenkeagh . 


Ditto 




Ditto 


40-3 


1,025 


140 


Ratooragh . 


Ditto 




Martin King 


288 


590 


136 


Cork-Slob 


Ditto 




Edward Russell . 


230 


5,861 


1,075 


Kilbride 


Kilkenny and 
Tipperary. 




W. T. Matier . 


2,603 


3,956 


456 


Carrigower . 


Wicklow 




C. S. Ottley 


685 


3,096 


228 


Kilmurry 


Meath . 




R. A. Gray . 


544 


400 


150 


Quin .... 


Clare 




J.W. Kelly. . 


1,650 


8,341 


742 


Miles & Templebryan 


Cork 




William Forsyth 


241 


913 


96 


Rinn and Blackriver 


Leitrim and 
Longford. 




T. J. Mulvany . 


4,097 


18,388 


1,365 


Gorleen .... 


Kildare . 




R. A. Gray . 


1,231 


2,605 


430 


Ballycowan . 
The Fergus 


Ditto . . 




Ditto 


235 


596 


59 


Clare and Galway 


J. W. Kelly . 


8,388 


44,762 


4,264 


Carriirans 


Donegal . 




S. W. Roberts . 


634 


1,922 


217 


Curraunboy . 


Mayo . . 




C. S. Ottley . 


40 


220 


14 


Cuilmore 


Ditto 




Ditto 


63 


231 


14 


Broad lough . 


Ditto 




Ditto 


212 


965 


70 


Mullaun . «. 


Ditto . . 




Ditto . . . 


74 


274 




Camcloon 


Ditto 




Ditto 


76 


355 


25 


bkandrum . 


Ditto . . 




Ditto 


127 


685 

£109,966 


63 



Office of Public Works, Dublin, By order, 

January 30, 1S47. Jos. C. Walker, Secretary. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 



February 2, 1 847. 

My Lords are pleased to sanction the execution of these works in conformity 
with the provisions of the Act 5 and 6 Vic., c. 89, and the Acts amending the 
same, and to direct the Drainage Commissioners to take the measures required 
by those Acts for that purpose, the rate of interest on the transactions connected 
therewith being taken at 4 per cent. 

Write to the Commissioners of Public Works and Drainage accordingly. 
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Commissioners of Public Works to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of Public Work*, Dublin , 
February 5, 1847. 

We beg to forward herewith, for the sanction of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a return of loans required for the drainage 
of the lands of one proprietor under the provisions of the Drainage Acts, as 
amended by the 9 Vic., c. 4. 

The preliminaries required by the Acts have been complied with. 

The whole amount of the estimate in each case is applied for, except in the 
caseof Mr. Hamilton, Fintown district, for whom we recommend a loan of 
1000/ ; the remainder, 10,744/., can be obtained under the provisions of the 
proposed Land Improvement Act. 

The total sum required to be sanctioned amounts to 3871/. 



Enclosure. 

Drainage Acts, 5 and 6 Vic., c. 89 ; 8 and 9 Vic., c. 69, and 9 Vic., c. 4. 
Summary Proceedings. 



Return of Loans for the Sanction of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 



Name of District. 


County in which 
situated. 


Name of Proprietor. 


Number of 
Acres to be 
Drained or 
Improved. 
Siatute 
Measure. 


i Estimated 

lucrense 
in the 


Total 

Amount 

of 

Estimate. 


Amount 
required ! 
to be 

sanctioned ] 
by the ] 
Treasury. 


Name of Surveyor 
who reported. 

< 










£. 


1 £ - 


£. ; 




Kimmage & Perrys- 


Dublin . 


Rii>ht Hon. F. 


75 


93 


546 


546 




town. 




Shaw. 












Grange Con . 


Wicklow . 


Pierce Mahony . 


180 


90 


1,092 


1,092 




Fintown . 


Donegal 


John Hamilton . , 


1,700 


850 


11,744 


1,000 j 




Bannagh (Pettigo) . i 




Hezlett Hamilton i 


194 


100 j 


1,233 


1,233 j 


Ditto. 




Fermanagh j 




2,149 


1,133 


14,615 


8,871 | 





Office of Public Works , Dublin , _ By order, 

February 5, 1847. ' Jos. C. Walker, Secretary. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

February 9, 1847. 

My Lords are pleased to sanction the execution of these works in conformity 
with the provisions of the Acts of 5 and 6 Vic.., c. 89, and the Acts amending 
the same ; and to direct the Drainage Commissioners to take the necessary 
measures required by those Acts for that purpose, the rate of interest on the 
transactions connected therewith being taken at 4 "per cent. 

Write to the Commissioners of Public Works and Drainage accordingly. 



Commissioners of Public Works to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 
February 5, 1847. 

We beg to forward herewith, for the sanction of the Lords of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury, a return of loans required for the drainage of lands under the pro- 
visions of the General Drainage Acts, as amended by the Act 9 Vic, c. 4. 

The preliminaries required by the Acts have been complied with. 

The total sum required to be sanctioned amounts to 39,432/. 
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Enclosure. 

Drainage Acts, 5 and 6 Vic., c. 89; 8 and 9 Vic., c. 69; and 9 Vic., c. 4. 
Summary Proceedings. 



Return of Loans for the Sanction of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 



Name of District. 


Counties in which 
situate. 


Name of Engineer 
who reported. 


Number of 
Acres to be 
Drained and 
Improved. 
Statute 
Measure. 


Total 

estimated 

Cost 

of the Works 
required to 
he sanctioned. 


Estimated 

Annual 
Increase in 
the Value 
whenDrainage 
completed. 










£. 


£. 


Kill .... 


Cavan ... 


William Forsyth . 


642 


2,689 


200 


The Hind. 


Roscommon 


John Long 


2,800 


14,280 


1,050 


The Sow . 


Wexford 


James B. Farrell . 


1,998 


5,445 


592 


The Eslin 


Leitrim . 


Thomas J. Mulvany 


1,855 


7,306 


695 


Shanagolden . 


Limerick 


Samuel Nicholson. 


1,012 


8,332 


640 


Castlebar Lakes . 


Mayo 


Charles S. Ottley . 


189 


1,156 


21 


Hermitage 


Kildare . 


Richard A. Gray . 


133 


224 


31 








8,629 


39,432 


3,229 



Office of Public Works, Dublin, By order, 

February 5, 1S47. Jos. C. Walker, Secretary. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

February 9, 1847. 

My Lords are pleased to sanction the execution of these works in conformity 
with the provisions of the Acts 5 and 6 Vic., c. 89, and the Acts amending the 
same ; and to direct the Drainage Commissioners to take the necessary measures 
required by those Acts for that purpose, the rate of interest on the transactions 
connected therewith being taken at 4 per cent. 

Write to the Commissioners of Public Works and Drainage accordingly. 



Mr. Redington to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle , February 6, 1847. 

I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to transmit, for the consideration 
of the Lords of the Treasury, the enclosed memorial of the magistrates and cess- 
payers of the barony of Bere, county of Cork, on the subject of the advancement 
of county cess. 



Enclosure. 

To His Excellency the Earl of Bessborough, Lord Lieutenant General and General Governor 
of Ireland. 

The Memorial of the Magistrates and Cess-payers of the Barony of Bere, assembled at 
JNeenmeen (Glengamff), in said Barony, on the 8th January, 1847, 

Respectfully sheweth. 

That memorialists beg respectfully to state to your Excellency, that from the great 
distress which prevails in this barony, where the landholders and occupiers are obliged to turn 
to the purposes of procuring food not only their earnings on the Public Works, but such of their 
ettects m cattle, &c., as they can get sale for, the subject of the collection of the county rates 
has occupied the serious attention of memorialists ; and from a communication had from the 
treasurer of this county,, it appears that the difficulty, if not the impossibility, of collecting the 
county rates for next assizes has also engaged his serious consideration. 

From what memorialists know of the state of destitution to which the occupiers of the land 
m this remote and densely populated barony are reduced, they give it as their conviction that 
the difficulty of collecting the levy of last assizes will be extreme, and they believe it will he 
impossible to collect those rates not only in this barony but in the western part of the county; 
your memorialists, therefore, respectfully suggest to your Excellency to order that the amount 
ot the levy oflast. summer assizes should be advanced by the Lords of the Treasury. It was 
so done in the year 1822; but your memorialists do not give this precedent with a view of 
impressing on your Excellency the act of the then Government at a period of scarcity, as they 
are tully satisfied that your Excellency has at heart every thing tending to meet the wishes and 
wants ot your countrymen in these awful times of destitution and famine. 
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Your memorialists are full of hope that your Excellency will, under existing circumstances, 
grant the indulgence contained in this their respectful petition ; for which, as in duty bound thev 
will pray. 

Bantry, Chairman. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 



February 16, 1847. 

Write to Mr. Redington and request that he will state to the Lord Lieutenant 
that my Lords have no power to make advances of public money in aid of the 
county rates. 



Captain O’Brien to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin, February 9, 1847. 

On the 28th I was again en route, having received instructions from 
the Board of Works to proceed into Wexford, and afterwards into Waterford 
counties, in the execution of certain duties which were entrusted to me. 

My observations and enquiries were directed to the cultivation of the land 
through which I passed ; and again I find myself differing in opinion with 
many of the inspecting officers as to the extent of land under cultivation. 

In spade-husbandry nothing appears to be doing ; but so far as I saw in the 
general tillage of the ground, so as to supply food for the future, by sowing wheat, 
and preparing for oats, barley, and rye, much more is being done by ploughing 
now than in previous years. 

Between Carlow and Tullow, about eight miles, I counted eight ploughs at 
work. In the next eight miles I saw only four •, but the land was not only poor, 
but in want of general care and proper culture. Between Newtown Bay and 
Enniscorthy I saw no evidence of neglect, and from Enniscorthy to the town of 
Wexford the cultivation was apparently good. Between Wexford and Water- 
ford I had no opportunity of observing the country, as I made this portion of my 
journey in a snow storm. 

In this county wheat has been extensively sown. Mr. Farrell, the county 
surveyor of Wexford, whose intelligence and means of information cannot be 
questioned, stated to me that he regards the quantity of wheat sown this winter 
in his county to be to the quantity sown in other years in the ratio of five to three. 
On the other hand, however, ditching and digging in the fields had ceased. In 
fact, all that the farmers, who were above destitution, could accomplish with 
horses of their own or that they could hire, by their own labour and that of their 
families, had been performed ; but they employed no hired labourers. The 
small farmers being reduced to destitution, — falling back, indeed, into their 
natural position as labourers, — flock to the Public Works, and their land remained 
untilled. 

Wexford, however, is a peculiar county. The peasantry have not hitherto- 
subsisted entirely on the potato, but oatmeal has formed a large ingredient in 
their food. The failure of the potato here could not, therefore, have caused so- 
much destitution as elsewhere. Unfortunately, the oat crop failed also. Hence- 
a great extent of destitution, but not so overwhelming as in other southern, 
counties. 

From the city of Waterford, proceeding westward, the land is cruelly neglected 
as far as the bounds of the Marquis of Waterford’s estate of Curraghmore. 
Here a different aspect presents itself. The farms are large, being from 30 acres 
upwards to 200. Draining is going on extensively ; the cottages have a com- 
fortable look in comparison with those off* the estate, and the farmers have corn- 
stacks near their dwellings. Hence onwards to Lismore there was nothing 
particular to notice. A few ploughs were in the fields, but no labourers were to 
be seen. 

At Lismore I was fortunate in meeting Mr. Curry, agent to the Duke of 
Devonshire. He stated positively that on the Duke’s estates there was a decided 
increase in the sowing of wheat, and that, as yet, it remains to be seen whether 
there will be enough oats, rye, and barley, sown to meet the deficiency caused 
by the failure of the potatoes. On the mountainous grounds nothing is being 
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done, because the cultivation is by spade-labour, and there, as in other places, 
spade-labour has ceased. 

I crossed the mountains from the valley of Blackwater to the valley of the 
Suir, and afterwards came from Clonmel to Carlow, a distance of 40 miles. In 
this latter distance the cultivation of the land was proceeding rapidly, so far 
as it could be done with horse labour. I was seated next to Mr. Chaytor, agent 
to Lord Glengall. We carefully observed the fields we passed, and nothing 
was wanting to convince us that tillage was not being neglected. Mr. Chaytor 
(whom I had before known), like myself, was under the impression that much 
misconception existed on this point, and his opportunity of knowing the state 
of agriculture was considerable. He said that not only had the wheat sowing 
gone on to a greater extent than usual, but that, in his opinion, preparations 
were making earlier than usual for sowing oats, rye, and barley. He also 
mentioned a curious and important fact, viz., that in the last three weeks 11 or 
12 small farmers under Lord Glengall came to him to request his sanction to 
their giving up their land to their neighbours with large farms, who were 
willing to take them. He gladly acceded, and the land has been given up 
accordingly. Moreover, he said he expected that before Easter a great portion 
of Lord GlengaU’s small farmers would do the same. 

This fact is important. It is a step in the right direction, and all the better, 
as being taken by the small farmers themselves. 

But notwithstanding all which has as yet been done, the prospect of food for 
the end of the year 1847 and the year 1848, in this country, mainly depends 
upon what may be done between the 20th of this month and the 1st of May in 
respect of manure, seed, and labour. 

Previous to this last journey I had not seen any manure being put out on the 
fields, and I believe generally, as yet, but little has been spread. Still there is 
something doing in this respect, and between Clonmel and Carlow I saw pre- 
parations being made to lay manure on the fields. Indeed the time is hardly 
arrived for spreading stable or yard manure. 

With the cultivation of the potato, spade husbandry has disappeared. Beyond 
fencing, draining, and turf-cutting, I do not see what is to employ manual 
labour in this country for nine months in the year, and in winter there will be 
very little, indeed, to give the spade man work. I asked Mr. Chaytor what 
would be the effect of introducing green crops. His answer was, none at all 
upon the daily labourers, because the green crops will be set in drills by the 
plough. 



Lieut.-Colonel Fitzmaurice to Lieut.-Colonel Jones. 

February 10, 1847. 

Having terminated the inquiry you directed me to make at Strokestown 
and reported thereon, I proceeded to visit all the towns and districts of Ros- 
common, and without entering into detail I have the satisfaction to state that 
the operations imder the Board of Works in that county are in a very improving 
condition, not excepting Strokestown, where matters had been going on but 
indifferently up to this time owing to the non-residence of the inspecting and 
engineer officers, and also to the very impracticable and indolent Committee 
there established. This Committee, Lord Lorton kindly gave me to understand 
that he would re-organize, if the names of gentlemen, likely to do better, were 
submitted to his Lordship ; but all my anxiety on this subject was to no purpose. 

Task-work is now generally established throughout the county, to the great 
advantage of both the labourers and the public, through the energy of the 
officers, from all of whom I experienced the most cordial and serviceable assist- 
ance during my sojourn amongst them. 

It is with very great pleasure that I also can inform you, that during my two 
days’ journey from Roscommon to Athlone, and from the latter place to Dublin, 
I remarked, on the right and left of the road, more ploughs at work in the fields 
than I had seen during all my joumeyings through Ireland for the last three 
months ; I also saw the farmers generally along that line preparing the manure 
peculiar to the country 20 miles east and west of the Shannon, namely, lime- 
stone, gravel, and bog mould, which Providence has placed abundantly at their 
very doors. 
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I also passed on the roads crowds of young men, and not a few young women, 
and some children journeying towards Liverpool, with the intention of pro- 
ceeding thence to America. 

What with this early and numerous emigration, and what with the deaths 
which have occurred, and must continue to increase, I do not think that Ireland 
will be deemed over-peopled next harvest. 



Mr. Walker to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of Public TVurks, Dublin , 
February 11, 1847. 

I am directed by the Commissioners of Public Works to request you 
will draw the attention of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury 
to the period which may intervene between the present time and the carrying 
out the new arrangements for relieving the destitute in certain districts in 
Ireland ; and to state that it is also desirable that Presentment Sessions should 
be held, to enable the Board to continue works already commenced but not 
completed. 

But it w'ould appear to be desirable that the amount of the presentments 
granted in each case should be limited to a sum barely sufficient to employ 
the destitute then on the lists, in any barony, for the period of six weeks, to 
commence from the 20th February instant. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

February 16, 1847. 

Write to the Commissioners of Public Works that the Relief Works carried 
on under the 10th Viet, c. 107, should be discontinued as soon as the means 
of subsistence have been provided for the destitute in each neighbourhood, 
either under the temporary Relief Act which will shortly be passed, or by 
employment on any of the publice or private works of improvement which are 
in progress or may hereafter be undertaken. 

This rule may be modified in certain cases in order to prevent the inconve- 
nience which might arise from a work being brought abruptly to a close; 
and in reference to this part of the subject, their Lordships consider that it will 
be sufficient for them to repeat the instruction given by them on the occasion 
of the termination of the Relief Works carried on under the preceding Act, 
9 Viet., c. 1.* 

“In discontinuing Relief Works, care should be taken to leave them, as far 
“ as possible, in a serviceable state, as far as they have gone ; as, for instance, 
“ a section of a road actually in progress may be completed to such an extent 
“ as will render it of some use, and will admit of its being easily carried on 
“ hereafter by a loan secured by grand jury presentment ; but it must be clearly 
“ understood that the paramount object in every case in which such works are 
“not required for giving relief, is to bring the work to an early close, and that 
“ the intention of the slight modification above adverted to, is merely that this 
“ object may be carried into effect with as little sacrifice as possible of any inci- 
* dental benefit that may have been expected from the works.” 

Acting on these principles, the Commissioners of Public Works will bring 
to an immediate close any work carried on under the 10 Viet., c. 107, the con- 
tinuance of which is not required for either of the reasons above adverted to; 
and if it should be necessary to recommend for sanction a new presentment for 
the purpose of affording relief, it should be limited to a sum sufficient to employ 
the destitute until such time as the new Relief Act may be expected to come 
into effective operation, which period, as suggested by the Commissioners, 
should not in any case exceed six weeks. 

In’ all their proceedings on this subject the Commissioners will have a 
careful regard to the paramount object of preventing the Relief Works from 
interfering with the ordinary cultivation of the land ; and as the season of 



* See page 242 of the Relief Correspondence laid before Parliament in 1846. 

[b. W. 2.] ^ 
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spring labour has nearly arrived, it is desirable that some effectual steps should 
be taken for this purpose. 

Their Lordships desire that after the Commissioners shall have considered 
the several points above adverted to, and shall have communicated on the subject 
with the Relief Commission, they will report the course of proceeding which, 
with his Excellency’s sanction, they propose to adopt. 

Transmit a copy of this letter and minute to Mr. Labouchere, for the informa- 
tion of the Lord Lieutenant. 



Lieut.-Colonel Jones to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of Public Works, 
February 13, 1847. 

The accompanying paper, containing an extract from a report by Mr. 
Neville, county surveyor in Louth, may not be uninteresting, as showing the 
opinion of an experienced and practical man as to the system of county works 
as compared with those performed by the Board of Works. It will, I think, be 
a point of great importance to establish, that the completion of works should be 
left entirely to our discretion and judgment, charging the counties with the 
expense. 



Enclosure. 

Extract from Letter of John Neville, Esq., Surveyor, County Louth, dated 
February 7, 1847. 

In order to meet the destitution, as near home as possible, many of the presentments 
were for the repairs and remodelling of the existing roads, and in several instances these pre- 
sentments have superseded the necessity for the usual Grand Jury Presentments; indeed, 
there are only one or two on the books for the next assizes. In spite of the difficulties of the 
relief system, the result of the expenditure on these works has shown clearly that the system 
of repairs by daily labour under the Board, is better and more economical than that by con- 
tractors. The reason is evident ; constant attention to the surface is necessary, and the poor 
contractor, who is only paid once in the year, cannot afford to give his time and money without 
large profits. 

The number of persons at present is 6395, and the last week’s expenditure was 
I6C6Z. 11s. 101 d. 

The persons employed on the works are of every age, from 10 upwards, males and females; 
the weak, infirm, and some able-bodied. The loss sustained, as far as labour is to be consi- 
sidered, by the effect of the weak, the infirm, ami those not fit to work, on those who are, is 
considerable. The absolute loss would be less by paying many to remain at home ; for the 
little wrought by the weak is lost alongside the reduced work and relaxed energies of those who 
can labour. 

The people have exhibited good sentiments with a quick feeling of what is right and what 
is wrong, and, according to circumstances, may achieve much good or perpetrate much 
injury. 

It is a fact, that the system of putting the old and infirm on Relief Works is mischievous ; 
these persons ought to be supported by those who have the means, or those who can earn wages 
connected with them, or by out-door relief at home. But the young and able-bodied, the 
pith and sinew of a country, should be taught self reliance, and that a fair day’s wages must 
be the result of a fair day’s work. How does the system under which we are obliged to work 
effect this? Why badly; infirmity is a reason to recommend for employment, and physical 
power a reason to send the possessor to seek work elsewhere. A labourer in appearance, 
having perhaps a family, must get 10c?. per day, whilst a labourer in reality may get no more. 
The task system has, to some extent, remedied this anomaly. But in the present state of the 
country that system cannot be well carried out. From the numbers put to work at any parti- 
cular project, from their various degrees of physical power, and the. generosity evinced by the 
strong to the weak-bodied, it is difficult to manage. One fact is, however apparent, that if 
the system of supporting the destitute by Public Works is to be continued, the most cheap, 
the most efficient, and effectual way will be to pay in proportion to the work done, discarding 
every other consideration, and to raise the present scale of wages, if it must be, so that the 
wages earned will support all, and that the able-bodied man get 2s. 6 d. per diem if he earn 
it, giving to the weak-bodied man in proportion also what he may earn, though it be but Id. 
I am writing here of labour alone, its value, and the effect of a system on the minds of the 
.people. The weak and infirm have other claims, but these do not belong to my subject. 

It is necessary that an engineer should have a choice of hauds in carrying out any works 
entrusted to him. The present system takes away that choice, and makes very nearly physical 
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infirmity the test of admission on Relief Works. This paralyzes all exertions, and those who 
can work will not. On last week 280 men employed at making common mound fences, for 
which Is. 3 d. per perch, a very fair price, was paid, earned each but 2 hd. per diem ; certainly 
47 men working fairly would have executed as much work as the 280. 



Commissioners of Public Works to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 
February 13, 1847. 

We beg to forward herewith, for the sanction of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a return of loans required for the thorough 
drainage and improvement of the lands of one proprietor under the provisions 
for Summary Proceedings of the Drainage Acts, contained in the 9th Viet., 
c. 4. The preliminaries required by the Acts have been complied with. The 
whole amount of the estimate, in each case, is applied for, except in the case of 
Mr. O’Neill, Doohulla district, for which we recommend a loan of 1000/., and 
the remainder 3100/. can be obtained under the provisions of the proposed 
Land Improvement Act. 

The total sum required to be sanctioned amomits to 1620/. 



Drainage Acts. — 5 and 6 Vic. c. 89 ; 8 and 9 Vic. c. 69 ; and 9 Vic. c. 4. 



Return of Loans for the Sanction of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 



of District. 


Counties 
in which 
situate. 


Name 

Proprietor. 


No.of Acres 
to be 
Drained 
and 

Improved. 

Statute 

Measure. 


Estimated 
Annual 
Increase in 
the 


Total 

Amount 

or 

Estimates. 


Amount 
requited to 
be 

Sanctioned 
by the 
Treasury. 


Name of Surveyor 
who reported. 


Doohulla 
Milestown . 
Ballymakeuny 


Galway . 
Loutli . 
Louth . 


John A. O’Neill 
John Woolsey . 
Rev. C. Miller. 


1,743 

56 

24 


£. 

313 

35 

IS 


£ 

4,100 

420 

200 


£. 

1,000 

420 

200 


S. Nicholson. 

S. U. Roberts. 
S. U. Roberts. ' 






Totals. 


1,823 


I 366 


4,720 


j 1,620 





Treasury Minute on the above. 

February 16, 1847. 

My Lords are pleased to sanction the execution of these works in conformity 
with the provisions of the Act of 5 and 6 Viet., c. 89, and other Acts 
amending the same, and to direct the Commissioners of Public Works to take 
the necessary measures required by those Acts for that purpose, the rate of 
interest on the loan being taken at 4 per cent. 

Write to the Commissioners of Public Works accordingly. 



Lieut. -Colonel Jones to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of Public Works, 

February 16, 1847. 

The order to furnish a nominal list of the men struck off the labour-roll 
by Captain Wynne will be very difficult to execute, and the only way in which 
it can be accomplished is to get the books prepared by the Committees, and 
presented by them to Captain Wynne. I have applied to his Excellency to 
procure them, he has given directions accordingly. Captain Wynne is fully 
prepared to make his statement, which he feels assured will be satisfactory. 

Our accounts from the country, one and all, complain of the way the Relief 
Committees are acting — many of the gentry and landed proprietors not doing 
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anything, — and what may he considered worse, many are discharging the few 
labourers they have had employed. There are no signs of a desire on the part 
of the holders of 10 acres and under to cultivate their land. They say the 
rents are too high, and as they could barely afford to pay them in good seasons 
with potatoes, they will he utterly incapable of doing so if their land is sown 
with grain. They therefore consider it better to earn something upon the roads, 
(which all goes into their pockets,) than to incur an expenditure and liabilities 
for the benefit of others. At the same time, they have a great disinclination to 
give up their leases, preferring to hold on upon the chance of what may turn up. 

At this moment we are paying a very large body, when those most in need 
are not deriving the benefit intended for them, for all our officers state that the 
most destitute are in numerous instances excluded from the lists. The Com- 
mittees are ruled by one or two individuals, and the others comply, but after- 
wards go to the inspecting officer and tell him what they ought to have done. 

I do not see my way at all in regard to the tillage of the small holdings, nor 
do I understand how the new Act will be brought into play without food. This 
is an extraordinary country ; while the newspapers are crying out about the 
distress at Sligo, immense quantities of provisions are passing through it into the 
country, but it will all be not enough. 



Enclosures. 

Captain Winne to Lieut. -Colonel Jones. 

BaTlina , February 11, 1847. 

This county appears free from any sort of outrage. In the county Galway there is a 
good deal of sheep-stealiug, and about the neighbourhood of Tuam some disposition to 
insubordination on the works, but in this county all is quiet. 

I regret to say that extreme distress prevails notwithstanding the immense amount of 
employment (about 62,000 in the county, as nearly as I can ascertain from the inspecting 
officers). 

Here, as elsewhere, the same cause has crippled the operation of the Relief Act, viz., the 
determination on the part of the Committees to take care of their friends. Thousands of the 
very poorest class are still unemployed and dying daily in vast, numbers. I have asked the four 
inspecting officers how this happened, and though all young, energetic, intelligent, and zealous, 
they have declared their utter inabilitity to correct this fatal abuse. 

1 called this day on the coroner, having previously made inquiries in every other quarter 
likely to be informed. I was accompanied by Lieut. Cox, inspecting officer. The result of 
my visit was, that there were too strong grounds for the numerous verdicts lately published in 
the local journals. I was anxious to find out the facts, as I discovered a case iu Galway where 
the man upon whom the. verdict of death from starvation was pronounced was in possession at 
his death of 60 sheep and several cows ; his name was Mullen, a tenaut of Mr. Blake, of Castle 
Grove, from whom I heard the particulars. 

Some deaths have undoubtedly occurred from actual want of food, but very many from 
insufficiency of food and exposure to the inclemency of the weather, the peculiar habit of the 
peasantry ot this county being heretofore “ to sit over the fire the entire winter rarely leaving 
their cabins.” One pay-clerk told me that five persons were buried yesterday in his district 
without coffins, a practice which I understand from the coroner is very common. 

I am glad to have his (the coroner's) opinion, that no blame is attributable to the officers 
of your B iard, of whose exertions he spoke most favourably. 

There is scarcely any attempt at the ordinary operations of agriculture in this county, 
scarcely any crops down, and no preparations being made ; it is not°a wheat country. There 
are many applications for substitution of other members of families for those at present 
employed, which looks like a movement in that direction, but the people do not care to till 
their small four or five acre farms, as they say they cannot expect any benefit from them 
after paying their rent; if tilled with grain alone, I fear it will be very difficult to induce them 
to till on any terms. There is scarcely such a thing as a large farmer in this division of the 
county. There are some stacks of oats to be seen in the haggards, but I understand that, in 
many cases, they have been threshed and made up again as security to the landlord for his rent. 



Lieut. Cox to Lieut.- Colonel Jones. 

Baltina, County Mayo, February 14, 1847- 
I understand from Captain Wynne (who is at present here) that the Board have 
relt considerable anxiety to ascertain the cause of the number of deaths that are reported to 
have occurred here from starvation, I think it right to furnish you with some information on 
the subject, lest it might be supposed that there was any neglect on my part in giving: employ- 
ment to the destitute. B J r 6 & r 
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I may, in the first place, mention, that the population of this town and neighbourhood is 
constantly changing, from the people going away and passing through, who are endeavouring 
to make their way out of the country, and numbers of beggars and others who have come in, 
attracted by a gratuitous distribution of soup, but from which they find themselves excluded, by 
the rule of not giving it to strangers. 

At the last. Quarter Sessions there were upwards of 5000 processes for rent. The persons 
against whom they were issued abandoned their homes and wandered through the country. 
No one had. any interest in obtaining relief or employment for them, and it was difficult for 
me to obtain any information about them. This, with the change of food, together with the 
tendency of the people to ascribe all deaths to starvation, may account for many of the verdicts 
that hat e been brought in, particularly as it was difficult to obtain any jury capable of dis- 
criminating without prejudice, they being taken in many cases from the men employed on the 
roads; indeed, when I looked over the copies of the inquests in possession of the 'coroner, it 
was a rare instance to find a juror capable of signing his name. 

With reference to the amount of employment that has been afforded, it is only within the 
last few days that I could get nearly the number of works I considered necessary to put in 
operation, though the engineers have done little since tlie last sessions but start them. 

I think that the lists of labourers (though no doubt they still contain the names of many 
who ought not to be employed) have been tolerably well purged. 1 have already had them 
revised lor the second time, and having now nearly all the works necessary in operation, I shall 
acrain be able to go through this process for the third time , which I hope will make them 
tolerably correct. 

A list of 60 persons, for a work on which there was supposed to be more independent, 
persons than on any other, I compared yesterday with the Poor Law valuation, and out of 
that number, I found only one person whose tenement exceeded 6 1. per annum. 

I may add, that nothing can equal the difficulties I have had to contend with here, the 
details of which it would be useless to trouble you with. I will mention a magistrate and 
chairman of a Relief Committee demanding from the pay-clerk the money he had, to pay some 
of his tenants who were employed on the Public Works, and abusing him for not doing so. 



Lieut. Swinburne to Captain Wynne. 

Dublin, February 16, 1847. 

I have read your report in the Blue Book of the proceedings at the 
Ennistimon Presentment Sessions held on the 4th December, 1846, and have 
no hesitation in stating, that from what I heard from gentlemen who were 
present on the occasion, and from my knowledge of the state of Clare at the 
time, that you were perfectly warranted in the language made use of in that 
report, and such was my opinion when you read the report to Captain O’Brien 
and myself previously to forwarding it to the Board. 

I have also heard the opinion of several county Clare gentlemen who quite 
agree with me. 



Mr. Mulvany to Mr. Trevelyan. 

22, Craven-street, February 25, 1847. 

Feeling the importance of obtaining correct information as to the present 
state of destitution, and the prospects for the next year as regards the crops in 
different parts of Ireland, I addressed, on the 13th instant, a note (see copy) to 
several of our engineers in different parts of Ireland; who, not being engaged 
in the administration of measures of relief, might he enabled to state, impar- 
tially, their opinions on those subjects, as strangers resident in the midst of the 
scenes they describe. I beg leave to send you the answers I have received up 
to the present time, and will forward the others as they arrive. 

In the meantime I wish to call your attention to the remarkable coincidence 
in their statements throughout : — 

, 1st. As to the increase of destitution, and decrease of the strength of the 
people to perform the ordinary works of labour. 

2nd. As to the neglect or total inability to cultivate small holdings. 

3rd. As to the deficiency of seed ; and, 

4th. As to the consequences which must result from such a state of 
things in the present and for some future years. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




150 BOARD OF WORKS, 

After very anxious consideration of these letters, and of many other commu- 
nications that I have seen, I confess that, though some increase of tillage may 
be expected on the part of large farmers and persons with capital, I am forced 
to conclude that, on the whole, there is imminent danger of a very considerable 
portion of the small holdings remaining uncultivated and unproductive. 

Considering the large extent of the tillage land of Ireland that is occupied in 
small holdings, such a result would be attended with the most disastrous con- 
sequences as regards the supply of food for next year ; every energy, therefore, 
of the proprietors of lands should be put forth without delay, to avert con- 
sequences so injurious to the country and so fatal to their own interests as 
landlords. 

I have heard of means adopted by Lord Courtown and some other proprietors 
which seem well calculated to effect this object, viz., the proprietor enters into 
a species of voluntary partnership with the distressed tenants ; he, on the one 
hand, provides the seed, employs the tenants in the cultivation of their own 
lands, and supports them while so engaged without any interference with their 
rights of tenure ; while they, on the other hand, bind themselves to allow him 
a given proportion of the next season’s crop in liquidation of the expenses 
incurred by him and of his claim for rent. 

Such a course, adopted concurrently with the introduction of the new mea- 
sures for relief by the distribution of food, seems to be quite practicable, and, 
in many respects, desirable as serving to unite both proprietor and tenant in one 
co mm on interest, for the benefit of the country. 



Private Note to District Engineers and other Officers of the Board of 
Works, Ireland. 

22, Craven-street , Strand, London , 
February 13, 1847. 

I have to request that *you will let me know, from your own observa- 
tion, what is the actual state of destitution in your district, and furnish me with 
a statement of any facts, in reference to this subject, upon which you can rely, 
and with which it would be useful for me to be acquainted. 

With respect to the future, I am anxious to know what has been done, or 
what is expected will be done, for the cultivation of the soil. Is there seed 
enough in the country ? and what hopes or fears, founded on your knowledge 
of your locality, do you entertain with reference to the state of the people and 
of the country during the next autumn and winter ? 

In the course of your travelling I wish you would, as far as it is practicable, 
go into the houses yourself, and become personally acquainted with the real 
state of things ; and from time to time communicate to me the result of your 
observations. 

Pray let me have an early answer. 

(Signed) W. T. Mulvany. 



Mr. T. J. Mulvany to Mr. Mulvany. 

Richmond Harbour , near Longford, 
February 15, 1847. 

longford. I am sorry to say that the symptoms of general distress and frequent 

roscommon. destitution are becoming every day more unequivocal. I speak first with refe- 
rence to this immediate neighbourhood, which, of course, comes most under my 
own view. The number of deaths latterly has been considerable ; some of 
them old people certainly, but nearly all the results of scanty and unwholesome 
diet, and superinduced disease. I have not met with any of those shocking 
cases we hear of, people dropping dead in the street or in their cabins from 
actual starvation ; but the cases I have alluded to are no less surely the effects 
of destitution. These deaths, too, add to the number of widows and Orphans 
whose cases are frequently most miserable, and who must absolutely perish but 
for private charity. For the last week this misery has been much increased by 
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the snow and frost, which put a total stop to out-door work, except that some 
of the relief workmen were kept partly employed cleaning the snow off the 
leading roads. In consequence of this weather, the canal being frozen so as to 
stop the supply of food by that means, and the roads being almost impassable, the 
market at Longford, which had been gradually falling slightly for the previous 
three weeks, rose considerably on Saturday, — oatmeal 2 7s. 6d. per cwt., or just 
3s. 6 d. a stone. The people come in from a great distance, from the county 
Roscommon and other places, in the hope of getting a cheaper market in Long- 
ford than elsewhere. They have most of them to walk the whole distance, 
carrying back the ba.g of meal on their backs in the evening ; and I am told 
that one man died on the road atTarmonbarry on last Saturday evening on his 
way home from Longford market. 

A great deal of the distress at present is beyond the reach of relief by means 
of Public Works, as in the case of a large family of young children, where the 
father is either dead or dying, or so enfeebled as to be unable to do any rea- 
sonable amount of work. 

The most serious consideration just now undoubtedly is the cropping of the 
land. Very little has yet been done towards it. There have been some patches 
of land sown with wheat, and the crop looks very promising ; but the great 
majority of the fields lie just as they were left last year, — the corn-fields with 
the stubble unploughed, and in many cases the potato fields undug. For the 
last week, of course, nothing at all was done. Now the snow is gone, and if 
the farmers exert themselves, there is time enough to put down their crops. I 
cannot, however, see my way clearly yet as to what is likely to be done to the 
land. I have no doubt there is seed enough for corn crops in this part of the 
country ; but the price is so high that it is almost impossible for those who have 
not got it of their own to buy it, and those who have it are more disposed to 
sell, or keep it for their own food. I fear that much of the land in occupation of 
small farmers will be let to lie waste if left to themselves to manage. 



Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Mulvany. 

Drainage District Office, Belturbet, 

February 16, 1847. 

It appears to me that the queries contained in your note of the 13th cavan. 
February are four. I shall answer them seriatim as well as I can from my own Fermanagh. 
observation. leitrim. 

First. — What is the actual state of destitution in your district? 

That the destitution in this district is great, I have what appears to me strong 
proof. I have observed, for some months past, a gradual falling off in the 
earnings of the workmen, and on inquiry I have found that the quantity of food 
which they are able to procure is quite inadequate to enable them to work, as 
they must do, to earn a day’s wages on our works. In a conversation I had 
lately with some of them, they said it was impossible that they could stand it, 
being unable to earn more than 8 d. or KW. per day. Two scanty meals is 
therefore all they can get per day ; one-half of the day’s wages, or 4c?. for each 
meal. One of them said to me, “ Set down a fourpenny loaf, not quite 1^ lbs., 
to a family of six to eight persons for their morning meal, and the share which 
the man could get is very inadequate to give him strength and support for the 
day’s work.” In numerous instances it is worse than this, for the family being 
larger, or the earnings smaller, one meal per day is all they can get. 

I confess this state of things has made me apprehensive that our works would 
be deserted altogether. When they found their earnings less than the wages 
given on the Relief Works, and their strength so much diminished, they have 
endeavoured to obtain tickets for the relief. 

I consider this a stronger evidence of the destitute condition of the labourers 
than many more appalling cases ; because these men were industrious, and 
inclined to support themselves as long as they could, without having recourse 
to the Relief Works, or receiving any eleemosynary assistance whatever; while 
others who were not of industrious habits, and trusted altogether to support 
without labour, sunk into destitution which might have been in part at least 
avoided. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




152 



BOARD OF WORKS. 



There is a class of the poor awfully destitute, and no charge of laziness or 
idleness can be brought against them. Many poor families have no one capable 
of working, or being employed on the Relief Works, and every other source of 
assistance is shut up. There are also many who have experienced great difficulty 
and delay in procuring employment, and when at last they obtained it, they were 
so emaciated and debilitated, they were unable, during the inclement weather, 
to work so as to keep up the natural warmth of the body, and fatal disease has 
been the consequence. 

Many in this district have been carried off by dysentery. After long absti- 
nence, from sheer want, they have used Indian meal incautiously or ignorantly, 
and, being unaccustomed to such food, they have been visited by the abuve 
disease. 

I am fully aware that it is more difficult to ascertain the real state of the 
destitution in this district than is generally believed. In confirmation of this I 
shall mention two or three facts, as a set off against what I have said above. 

I have had occasion to visit and examine a great number of mills during the 
whiter, some of them in the poorest parts of the country ; in every case they 
have been crowded to excess, and they continued day and night where the 
power wuold admit. Many of those crowding the mills and mill-yards appeared 
to be of the poorer class. 

The small quantities of oats that remain unthreshed are carefully concealed, 
generally under some straw, hay, or other fodder. A reason assigned for this 
is that they are afraid of robbery. Many robberies have been committed, but 
there is evidently much ingenuity exercised to conceal their real circumstances, 
and make their case appear as bad as possible. There is no doubt that, gene- 
rally, the grain which should have been sold to pay the rent, has been retained 
for their own use, and this has furnished them food at the expense of the land- 
lord. Many of the farmers have also sold their cows, and are now living on 
the proceeds. 

There is still, however strange it may sound, a large quantity of potatoes in 
fhedistrict, but generally so carefully concealed that it would be quite impossi- 
ble to form an estimate. They bring them for sale, carefully concealed from 
all but those who are likely to be purchasers. I could purchase them now for 
family use, but when they demanded 14 d. per stone I ceased to buy. 

Second. — What has been, or is expected will be done for the cultivation of 
the soil ? 

The present destitution is calamitous, but, in my opinion, the prospect, so far 
as the cultivation of the soil is concerned, is sufficiently portentous of evil. 
Any small exceptions found throughout the district are not of such extent as to 
make it too much to say that nothing has been done. I have conversed with 
several farmers on the subject, and they uniformly say that if they procure 
labourers from the overseer of the Relief Works, they must pay them 1C )il. to Is. 
per (lay, and receive in return only about 4 d. worth ; this they cannot afford, 
and they are expecting some better system. 

As regards the small farms and potato gardens, there is neither ability nor 
disposition to touch them, unless the tenants are paid for it, or supported during 
the time, which is the same thing. They are dependant on every day’s wages 
for existence, and therefore unable to spare any of their time to this work. It 
is true much might be done after hours when the days are a little longer, as 
they generally quit the Relief Works about 4 o’clock, and some may say no 
time is lost ; but their half-starved condition has destroyed their energies ; exer- 
tion is at an end ; and a disposition to the most pitiable helplessness, and abject 
dependance, seems to have wholly possessed them. The cases of robbery and 
murder may be adduced as instances of a contrary effect, but I believe the people 
generally have no sympathy with those who commit such crimes. 

Third. — Is there seed enough in the country ? 

What I have stated above will show that this query is difficult to answer. 
As far as I can judge, the larger and more substantial farmers will have enough, 
but those imder six or eight acres will be entirely without any. It is surprising 
with what shrewdness, and even cunning, they seize upon the sayings of certain 
persons who have endeavoured to make themselves notorious during the present 
distress. They are persuaded that it is imperative on the landlord or the 
Government to assist them in the present case, and entertain the prospect of 
being provided for at the pnblic expense ; they have imbibed the much agitated 
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doctrine, that the Government are hound to provide for them. Two or three 
landlords have published reports of providing all kinds of seed for their tenants, 
but I am not aware of any having been furnished. 

Fourth. — What hopes are there in reference to the state of the people and 
country during next autumn and winter ? 

The answer to this query is necessarily hypothetic, but the hypothesis will be 
nearer or farther from the truth in the ratio in which it is based on right pre- 
mises. I have endeavoured to take a practical view of the causes or agencies 
now in operation, and to calculate the results to be expected. I confess that, in 
any view of the case, to me they are not cheering, as it regards next autumn and 
winter, or for a longer period, if the potato be extinct, or nearly so, in this 
country. 

The first fact I would mention is the backward and neglected state of the 
husbandry. This must have a very great influence on future prospects. 

The next is, if the labouring population are to be employed during the spring 
and summer months at thorough drainage, the produce of a large portion of the 
arable land must be lost, as the drainage will not be completed in time for the 
land being cropped. If it be possible to effect the drainage in time for cropping, 
there will be a lack of employment at the period when it is most required. 

In every view of the case which I have taken, I camiot see how the present 
population of the country is to be supported for years to come without the 
potatoes. According to the best information I can get among the farmers, it 
will require from three to five times as much land to produce any other kind of 
food necessary. Suppose the lowest estimate be taken, and grant for argument 
that the improvements contemplated will double the produce,— -and I am far 
from being so sanguine as to expect this to be the case for several years hence, — 
there is still minus one-third of the necessary quantity. If it be said that 
imports will supply that or more, whence then is the revenue to be raised, 

. — poor-rates and landlords’ rent ; and not, to speak of the incumbrances now 
on the land, and the sums to be laid on for the present distress, and for 
the proposed improvements. If there be truth in these remarks, and I think 
there is some, it is Utopian to think that this country can maintain its present 
populatien merely by agricultural improvements and speculations in any other 
way than heretofore ; that is on the miserable potato diet. 

The cultivation and improvement of the land can never require more than 
half the available labour, there must therefore be one-half of the chief wealth of 
the country lost — that is, the profitable employment of its inhabitants — and the 
superabundant population must press most prejudicially on the general pros- 
perity. While such an amount of the labour of the inhabitants of any country 
remains unemployed, or as a drug in the market, the population cannot rise far 
above a state bordering on pauperism. 

I make these remarks because little is said or proposed but agricultural im- 
provements. These are of the highest importance, and productive of the most 
beneficial results ; but I deny that they are sufficient to meet the case, or to main- 
tain the rapidly increasing population. Useful employment must be afforded to 
the surplus population, by which they may become producers of wealth, and not 
liable to calamitous distress like the present, when failures take place in the 
crops. It would be well, therefore, if something were done to develope some of 
the other ample resources of the country, with which you are -well acquainted. 

To confine myself, however, simply to the query, I cannot but think there is 
an awful risk, and it is difficult to see how it can be avoided. Should the next 
crop not be abundant, and there is little prospect of it at present, what will 
become of the people? The landlords are almost beggared, the rates to be levied 
under the new relief or poor-law ■will have nearly the same effect on tradesmen 
and others, and the State will have advanced an immense sum without prospect 
of repayment except by disinheriting the proprietors. What the result of all 
that will be I confess I am unable to say. 

I shall endeavour to collect as many facts bearing on the above queries as I 
can, and report them without loss of time. 



[b. w. 2.] 



Y 
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Mr. Roberts to Mr. Mulvany. 

Garriclcmacross, February 20, 1847. 

There is to be a presentment sessions here on the 1st of March; the 
Rev. Edward M'Gowan, P.P., with whom you are already acquainted, has, I 
believe, urged this upon the Government. 

It is not difficult to gain information as to the amount of destitution, for it is 
now becoming very great. Hitherto the extensive employment afforded to men, 
women, and children, of all ages, secured to each family some means of sub- 
sistence ; this kept away famine and disease. There are few families in the 
barony requiring employment who did not receive from 6d. to Is. 6 d. a day for, 
labour. This euabled them to procure turnips, upon which they chiefly live; 
but upon such food they cannot work, so that at high prices for what they do 
they are barely able to live. 

Until the last snow, there was not much disease, not much more than in ordi- 
nary years ; but dysentery is now making its appearance very fast. , 

Upwards of 7000 people have received employment on the drainage works, 
though 5000 has been our greatest daily number. Our works are now drawing to 
a close, and the employment is, of course, becoming limited ; the people thrown 
out of work have no resource whatever ; hundreds spend days without food, and 
in the absence of proper subsistence have recourse to most unwholesome diet. 
Their deserted and wretched cabins, their forlorn and distressing look, with 
pain and sickness so dreadfully depicted in every countenance, is horribly painful 
to look at ; and with all this human misery, there is no person putting his 
shoulder to the burthen, — no proper efforts are being made to relieve the 
people. How it will end, God only knows. 

The large farmers are tilling their lands, but the smaller are not. In Farney 
the way the small farmers cultivate their land is — they and their children carry 
the manure to the ground in baskets — they then hire horses to plough. I think 
the proprietors ought now to supply them with means to dig or plough their 
land, and give them seed, which would ensure the land being tilled ; I see no 
other course that will. I have urged in the strongest manner I could the 
necessity of looking to these matters in time ; but nothing is yet done, and if 
works are presented for at this approaching sessions, and public employment 
given to the people in March, Farney is lost. 

I find great difficulty in closing the works, that is, making them complete 
for the exact amount to be expended. This you may conceive when I tell you 
that there are 75 lots or depots of work in the barony, averaging 120 1. each. % 



Mr. T. J. Mulvany to Mr. Mulvany. 

Richmond Harbour, February 21, 1847. 

Since I wrote last I have been a good deal through Roscommon, in the 
direction of Strokestown, Elphin, Croghan, and Boyle. The people are generally 
very badly off in that direction ; their whole dependence appears to be “ the Pub- 
lic Works,” and they pay no attention to the land, although they all admit that 
they are alive to the necessity of putting down their crops if they are to expect 
anything to live on next year, but say they cannot afford to give up the pay on 
the works, and seem generally to have a vague expectation that the Government 
will crop the land, or as they term it, “ give them some encouragement” to do it 
themselves. I find they are not much in the habit of putting down the crops 
before March, so that the present neglected state of the land is not so alarming 
yet ; but they have only six weeks before them at most, and little or no pre- 
paration made as yet. In one place near Croghan I met a small farmer who 
holds 15 acres from Lord Lorton. Of this quantity he has only about or 2 
acres cropped with wheat and rye, the rest nearly all pasture, as he had been in 
the habit of feeding cows. In reply to my query why he had not broken some 
of his fine lea land and put down oats, he said that he ought to have done so, but 
was waiting to see what encouragement they would get ; that it was now too 
late, as the lea should have been turned up during the winter, and consequently 
he has to go some miles off to pay a high rent for two acres of con-acre oats. 
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The farm adjoining this man’s land consists of 38 acres of good land, nearly 
all under com crops last year, but nothing whatever done to it since the corn 
was cut. The houseis not bad, and there are five stacks of corn and three cocks 
of hay in the haggard ; and yet the two young men who rent this farm (their 
father being dead) have been and are still employed on the Relief Works, to 
the utter neglect of their farm, and probably to the exclusion of really distressed 
parties. The conduct of the Relief Committees is very much complained 
against. I have the foregoing statement from the man I alluded to above, and 
therefore suppose it to be correct ; — if so, it is certainly shameful. 

The employment on some of the roads in that part of the county has just been 
suspended, I suppose by order of the Board. This has caused great consterna- 
tion among the men employed. On Friday I met a large body of them, or 
rather two or three bodies of 10 or 12 each, going off across the country between 
Boyle and Carrick. They told me they had just been thrown out of work oil the 
Toads, and were going to Mr. Mulloy, of Oakport, to get “ some redress.” 

I hear it remarked in some places that the practice of giving out soup without 
any solid food, as they do at some of the soup kitchens, tends greatly to increase 
the dysentery which is so prevalent. Fever and other sickness have become very 
prevalent in this neighbourhood (Cloondra) within the last week. 



Mr. Fraser to Mr. Mulyany. 

Burris in Ossory , February’!!, '1847. 

My absence from head quarters prevented me from replying to your 
letter before this date. I have taken means to have correct inquiry made by my 
overseers in their various localities, and having just completed a tour of my 
districts, I have within the last two weeks seen the greater part of Kilkenny, 
Queen’s County, and Tipperary. 

From my own observation I can say that the people are in a most destitute 
condition, although in none of those counties are they actually starving, as very 
generally they are employed upon the Public Works. But I have known some 
instances in which the men (who were upon our own works and who had large 
families) had not tasted .food for an entire -day, and have existed upon much 
less than half food for nearly a week. This has occurred when, on account of 
floods, &c., we have had to suspend our operations, or when the men have come 
newly into our work. 

With respect to the cultivation of the soil, nothing almost has yet been done, 
except sowing wheat. In this country, Tipperary particularly, there will, I 
think, be little difference this year with regard to that crop, as it is a favourite 
one amongst the people, and the land suits it. But there is very little prepara- 
tion for sowing oats, or anything else, amongst any class of farmers,— none at all 
amongst those who hold farms under 9 to 12 acres. They are entirely depen- 
dent upon their daily wages for their daily bread. I think, from present appear- 
ances, that you would not be far from the truth in supposing that, at least, 
one-third of the entire quantity of land belonging to the small farmers ■will be 
left uncultivated, unless they are paid for cultivating it. If they remain at 
home to till their fields they starve, as their day’s pay is barely sufficient to 
keep them from starvation. 

Taking into account the quantity of land left available for grain crops, on 
account of the failure of the potatoes, I do not think there is seed enough in 
the country. If they had the usual quantity of potatoes to plant, there might 
be, amongst all, grain enough for seed. But even suppose there was enough 
for all, if divided, the poor farmer cannot purchase. Oats are now Is. 9d. to 
Is. 10 d. per stone in Roscrea, and every prospect of the price increasing. 

In conclusion, I would earnestly urge that for humanity’s sake you should do 
something to provide indoor work for females. It is most discreditable, to say 
the least, to have them working on the public roads exposed to every hardship. 
•I have succeeded with the Committees about here ; but elsewhere there are 
from 12 to 20 on almost every work. 



Y 2 
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Mr. Kennan to Mr. Mulvany. 

Killybegs, February 22,' 1847. 

Your favour of the 20th instant, is to hand this moment, and I hasten to 
give you a reply from my past experience. I have been a great deal amongst 
the people in their cabins, for this reason, that, having some knowledge of 
medicine, and a small private fund to distribute, I have from necessity gone 
amongst them particularly. 

In reply to your first query, I would state that the destitution is frightful ; 
two or three funerals pass by my window every morning, arising of course from 
want of food, which produces, first, diarrhoea, then prostration, low typhus 
fever, and death. I could write you a volume on this subject. 

With respect to the future, nothing has been done, except in fisheries ; nothing 
for the cultivation of the soil; the people have been hoping that the Govern- 
ment would turn them to the cultivation of their own farms, paying them, as 
they are now doing for roads that will never be finished. 

There is no seed in the country, except perhaps a small supply held by the 
gentry ; when I say there is no seed, I mean potatoes, turnips, barley, oats, and 
wheat. 

With regard to the future, my humble opinion is, that when the new crop 
comes in from the United States (I speak from my own personal knowledge of 
the United States), food will be much cheaper, but, in the meantime, what are 
the poor to do ; and what, moreover, must be the prospect, unless the lands are 
tilled ; and the lands will not be tilled, unless the people are paid in the same 
way as they are for the road work ; because they will starve, unless they have 
some immediate income to support them. 

In regard to your last inquiry, as I stated before, I attend the sick and dying, 
and see the people in their own homes ; and I assure you my heart bleeds to 
see the miserable state in which the poor, honest, and industrious man is 
placed. 



Mr. Barry to Mr. Mulvany. 

Drainage Commission , Engineers' Office, 
Ballinrobe, County Mayo, February 22, 1847- 

I am in receipt of yours of the 13th instant, and I trust the following 
particulars relating to the subject you wish me to write about will prove 
satisfactory. 

Since I have been here, actual observation fully convinces me that the 
reports printed in the newspapers on the subject have not exaggerated in the 
least the misery, famine, and disease that is at present existing in this part of 
the country. 

I will now state what the circumstances of those are who are at present 
employed on the districts under my charge. 

The generality of the labourers are either tenants or small farmers, married, 
and having families. 

The produce of their fields and con-acre, on which they relied for support, 
consisted last year, as you are aware, only of a small quantity of grain, which 
has been, with very few exceptions, since the cold weather set in, totally 
exhausted, and the men and their families are now solely dependent either on 
our works or the relief works, for the means wherewithal to get food : for 
that reason, a marked change has lately come over their appearance, which 
is most distressing. Their meals consist either of a piece of dry fadge or a 
mixture of barley-meal and turnips ■, and from the extremely bad quality of 
this food, as well as from its scarcity, dysentery has prevailed to a great extent, 
which has greatly reduced the physical strength of the men. 

On the Moyour and 0 wenabrockagh drainages, the wives and children of the 
labourers who have constant employment on our works, are begging alms from 
house to house, obliged to yield to the law of necessity ; their appearance, clean 
and decent, distinguishes them by melancholy contrast from the class of 
habitual beggars : but there is one thing greatly to the" credit of the labourers, 
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which I must state, and that is — all those who can spare anything help those in 
want, and each pay-day a regular subscription is collected by the gangleaders. 

With regard to the people who are not on our works, I am naturally not 
brought so much in contact with them, but their white emaciated-looking 
countenances fully testifies what they must be suffering : this applies to persons 
who were always heretofore considered to be in good circumstances ; and I have 
been given to understand, that the deaths registered from coroners’ inquests are 
a mere nothing compared to the deaths which have occurred amongst this better 
class of people. 

5 As to the cultivation of the soil little or nothing has been done as yet, and 
I see no preparation whatsoever. 

The stubble of last year’s corn crops, which in other years the most negligent 
had either dug up or ploughed in November or December, is, with few 
exceptions, exactly in the same state in which it was left by the reaper ; the 
cause has been the employment that was afforded to the people on the Relief 
Works. As for seed, I believe there is very little in the country, and what 
there is consists of barley and oats. 

The soils on the western coast along the sea-shore are, I understand, unsuited 
for wheat, and the inhabitants are totally unacquainted with green crops of any 
kind, so that barley and oats must be their sole food-crop for the coming season. 
The increased quantity of seed, viz., barley and oats, that will be required if the 
land was so to be tilled would be very considerable, there being no potatoes to 
sow, which was always the principal crop heretofore. 

As to what will be the state of the people and country during the next 
autumn and winter I can scarcely venture an opinion, since that, I think, must 
depend upon a variety of circumstances. 



Mr. Rankin to Mr. Mulvany. 

Drainage Commission Office, Killimor, 

February 23, 1847. 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 13th instant, and beg to return you galway. 
my answer to the queries contained in it as well as I am able. 

What is the actual state of destitution in the district ? — Very great (75 per 
cent.), the poor people depending for subsistence on the wages they earn from 
day to day, and invariably in advance with the shopkeepers for provisions, 
who, of course, charge them accordingly. Receiving subsistence money on our 
work has not done anything to check this, as might have been anticipated, the 
men preferring to get the whole of what money is coming to them regularly 
every fortnight. 

With respect to the future, what has been done or what is expected will be 
done for the cultivation of the soil, &c. ? — A few patches of wheat are sown 
and a little here and barley in a few gardens. The few wealthy farmers are 
preparing to turn up the soil preparatory to sowing the oat crop, and the few 
industrious poor are also doing so are under the impression that Government 
will supply them with seed. 

Is there enough of seed in the country ? — No. Unless there is some great 
change effected by the Government measures now under consideration, there 
will certainly be a very bad chance for the poor next autumn and winter. At 
present there is quite enough of employment, and if provisions were plentiful 
in the market, I have no fear but we could struggle through it. 



Mr. Ffennell to Mr. Mulvany. 

Killyhegs, February 23, 1S47. 

About Roundstone and Clifden, and through Connemara generally, galway. 
the distress, or rather the extreme misery , is very great; at the former, the 
Relief Committee is composed of persons who, I fear, manage matters very Donegal. 
badly, nay, I apprehend, improperly. I attended one meeting as a mere listener, 
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at the request of Captain Hutchinson (Inspector), and there were facts esta- 
blished of gross mismanagement. 

All through the line I travelled, Tuam, Castlebar, Ballina, and to Belmullet, 
the condition of the people is sad in the extreme. Taking up then at Ballina' 
again, and on to Sligo, it is very bad ; and there is great distress all through, 
from Sligo to the place whence I write, still, I should say, that the state of the 
people is not so bad generally as throughout the first-mentioned part of my 
route. 

With respect to the prospects of cultivating the soil and your queries, “ Is 
there seed enough?” “ What are your hopes and fears?” I may reply thus: 
I am convinced there is not seed enough ; and I have very great fears that a sad 
deficiency of seeding will occur. The only locality in which I saw any pre- 
paration worth mentioning for sowing and cultivation was between Bally- 
shannon and Donegal, and on as far as Inver. Through that range it is so 
general that it quite cheered me to see that some portion of the country had 
“ the will and the way ” to do it. 

The only fact of importance I can mention to you as to exertions on the part 
of proprietors to meet this, which came to my knowledge, is one communicated 
to me by an old acquaintance whom I met at Ballina. He has been specially 
engaged by the trustees to Lord Clanmorris’s estates ; he had been in the neigh- 
bourhood of Galway, and was then proceeding to the other estates of Lord 
Clanmorris, one near Foxford included. His mission was to report to and make 
arrangements, on behalf of the trustees, to crop the land. I had not an oppor- 
tunity of learning farther from him than that it was to be done amply throughout 
the whole of the estates by the trustees. 

I saw one woman die in the streets of Belmullet from the effects of previous 
starvation ; she had had some food for two days before her death, but it came 
too late. I have seen a great many there and in other places, particularly 
about Crossmolina, who, I do not think, -will live long. 

There are some who have little stores hiding. I found out from a man 
whom I had as a guide in one of my rambles through the “ Mullet,” that he 
had up to that time some potatoes concealed which he hoped would “ keep him 
and his family up” two or three weeks. Some people talk of small potatoes, 
to a certain extent, existing still in the ground, and that they may be yet 
planted out for a crop. I doubt it, for I have seen in many places the mere 
children rooting up the oft-turned earth in search of an odd one which might 
have escaped the previous searches. 



Mr. King to Mr. Mulvany. 

District Office, Cork, February 27, 1847. 

C0RK - I have just received your letter of the 25th instant, and as I am just 

returned from the remotest end of my district, I can, from my own observation, 
vouch for the following state of things : — 

From Skibbereen to Skull, or, I may say, to the sea in that direction, the 
people are literally famine-stricken. On Thursday last, at Rosscarbery, nine 
persons were consigned to the grave without coffins, three of whom were young 
women, all without coffins. I have seen but two persons actually on the verge 
of death myself ; one on the road-side, and one in a wretched cabin off the 
road ; they were both women ; they were both alone. The person in the cabin 
was between Rosscarbery and Skibbereen (Mary Lally) ; she was beyond all 
power to save her when I saw her, and she was in appearance a skeleton. The 
lands on either side of the road from Clonakilty to Skibbereen are sown with 
wheat and oats, and look well ; but westward from Skibbereen there is scarcely 
a trace of tillage of any sort. We have had only 20 men on the' Ratooragh 
district, there being no room for more ; five of those are now sick. 

On the Owenkeagh district, the men that heretofore earned Yid. per day 
cannot now make more than 10 d. per day ; such' is the effect of the high 
price of food that men are not able to work. I have advanced them \d. per 
yard (the work is in that forward state that I am able safely to do so), and 
yet there is no improvement in their wages ; the truth is, the men have lost 
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their strength ; how can it he otherwise ? A little half-boiled meal and water 
is their whole support (Indian meal). They cannot wait to have it well boiled ; 
many of them have not fuel to boil it with, although turf is very plenty there ; 
but then, when creatures have to occupy all their time in procuring food, they 
cannot afford to save even as much turf as would do them for a week. 

There is no hope for the people here ; you cannot rid them of the idea that 
they must starve. No poor man has either heart or strength to sow his field, 
even if you give him seed ; so certain are they that death will take them before 
they could see it above ground. 

In fact, Sir, you can have no remote idea of the truly fearful state of things 
now passing in the west of this county. 

In the priest’s parish of Clonakilty (you are aware the priest’s parish is much 
more extensive than the regular defined parishes, sometimes embracing three or 
four of those properly defined), which comprises the parishes of KilgarrifF, 
Clonakilty, and Kilmanus, and a population of about 13,000 persons, during the 
last week alone 60 children and 30 adults have died from want of sustenance ; 
this I have from good authority ; that is, about ttt of the gross population of 
the parish for one week, and I believe the mortality is progressing. 

Immense numbers are leaving the country as they best can. There is no 
hope in any direction for the great mass of the people ; it is the Almighty only 
who can now redeem them from the truly awful fate of starvation. Every 
Drainage W ork, I am certain, must be stopped, unless you procure aid from the 
Relief Department ; it is plain that when a man cannot work from want of 
strength, and the engineer in charge of the work is bound to a certain figure, 
that he must stop the works, or else exceed his estimates, and exceed everything 
connected with it ; and this will make matters worse as far as the poor are 
concerned. 



Mr. Fitzgerald to Mr. Mulvany. 

Ferbane, February 28, 1847. 

I have yours of the 25th instant, and hasten to give you a general view king’s county. 
of the state of this part of the country ; and hope, in a short time, to be able to 
give you a detailed account. 

The people are generally very quiet ; indeed, they are not able to act other- 
wise ; and, with the exception of some few cases of sheep and cow-stealing, there 
has not been any violation of the laws. 

With respect to the future crops, from what I can learn, the quantity of wheat 
sown is less than the average of former years, in consequence of many of the small 
(five acre) farmers being unable to • sow it ; and, on a rough estimate, I should 
think that about one quarter of the district is occupied by this class of farmers, 
averaging about five acres, nearly all of whom are unable to sow their land, and 
up to this time have made no preparations for it ; indeed, they seem so paralyzed 
in mind as well as body, that they are unwilling to look beyond their present 
wants, which are extreme, and which are but very scantily supplied by means of 
the Relief Works, whereon they are nearly dll employed. Their appearance and 
the colour of their faces is sickening to behold. 

The greater part of this class of small holders, if supplied with seed, would be 
unable to prepare the ground for it; and in many cases, I think, they would be 
tempted to grind and eat it if not prevented by some authority. They would 
supply the present wants, and run -chance for the future. I am of opinion thin 
unless these people are supplied with seed and the means of sowing it, the land 
will lie waste. , . . . ■, 

Perhaps there is no part of Ireland where there was so much land under 
potato crop as here, owing to the facilities for getting bog stuff, which, when 
mixed with other manure, produced good crops on this limestone soil. This 
year they have done very little in preparing that manure, as the potatoes are next 

*° I do’not know any landlord, with the exception of Lord. Ross and another 
small proprietor, who have taken any measures to enable their poor tenants to 
sow their lands. There are other proprietors who act like the besiegers of a 
town in “ starving them out cant their cows to-day, and get the tenants on the 
relief list to-morrow. I heard that three landlords acted m that way, and 1 
mentioned it before some of them. 
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There are very few of the resident gentlemen about here but let the most of 
their labourers go on the Relief Works ; and the labourers like it better, as they 
are paid ready money on the Public Works, which would not be so in some of 
the other cases. 

There are scarcely any potatoes for seed, and the very few who have any are 
afraid to plant them. 

I have heard of but one case of death from destitution in this barony (Garry, 
castle). He was an old man and lived by himself, and there is great reason to 
fear that he died of hunger ; but the people are dying fast from want of food and 
clothing, and fever brought on by bad. and insufficient food. They are wasting 
and dying by inches. If some proper measures be not taken, I fear the summer 
will be awful. 



Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Mulvany. 



CAVAN. 

FERMANAGH. 

LEITRIM. 



District Office, Belturbet , 

March 9,1847. 

I have been round the greater part of this district, and I have endea- 
voured, as much as possible, to ascertain, with accuracy, the condition of the 
population. I have entered into conversation with many in different parts, and 
I find I can add but little to the statements I formerly made. I shall go* over 
the same questions as before, and give such further answers as I can. 

1st. The actual state of destitution : — The portion of the population suffering 
from destitution seems now more separated from the other portions ; there is 
a more distinct line of separation between them. This portion is divided into 
two classes, — those employed on the Public Works, and those who have no 
means of support, but are wholly dependant on eleemonysary contributions. 

The former are very nearly in the same condition as I stated before. Mr. 
Pendergast, who is in charge of the thorough drainage in Leitrim, confirms 
this opinion. The labourers are not able to earn their usual day’s wages on 
the drains, at 4 id. per perch, for lack of physical strength ; however, what 
they have done, is very creditably executed. 

The second are now chiefly collocated in the towns and neighbourhood of 
soup kitchens, and present a most melancholy picture of absolute destitution. 

2nd. It is with much pleasure I state, that considerable activity is mani- 
festing itself among the farmers in the cultivation of the fields. The stoppage 
of many of the roads has aided much in producing this sudden change, and 
the farmers, willing to take advantage of the present very favourable weather, 
have encouraged the labourers to work for them by paying them every night. 
I enclose a letter of Mr. M'Gowan’s relative to this, and there are several other 
instances ; I have given instructions to promote this object as far as possible. 
Ihe smaller farmers, however, appear to have done nothing so far, nor indeed 
will they while they are loitering on the Public Works, and it is much doubted 
if they can unaided. 

3rd. From the agricultural operations now in progress, I think what I said 
before on the subject of seed, was nearly correct, so far as the larger farmers 
are concerned; but unless the smaller ones are aided, there is little hope of 
their ability or willingness to crop their ground. I have again visited the 
mills, they are grinding night and day, and from what I could learn, much of 
the poorer population are living on what was formerly preserved for seed. 

i he rumour of seed being furnished to them by the landlords, has done much 
to induce them to part with, or use, the little they had, and the great question 
with them all at this moment is, — when, or how far they are to be supplied. 

I have not been able to -find out that seed has been given by any of the 
landlords -worth noticing. Lord Erne has made some additions, to his usual 
supply of the best kmds of seeds, some for green crops such as he recom- 

■mpnrls A 



4th. From what I have stated above, it will he perceived, that the prospects 
in reference to the state of the people and country, are brightening. The 
weather is most auspicious for seed time, and the farmers are making laudable 
exeitionsto take advantage of it. If the same spirit spreads generally, and 
sui a i e ai e given to the really needy, with the blessing of propitious 

weather, we may yet venture to expect an abundant harvest. 
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The amount of surplus labour is daily decreasing, a constant stream of 
emigrants is flowing towards the outports, and it is expected to increase. 
This will help to relieve the present pressure, but it is to be regretted, that 
they, if placed in a suitable condition, would have become wealth producers, 
and increased the opulence and power of the country. 



Extract from Report of W. H. Mackintosh, Esq., Engineer in Charge, 
Barony Berehaven, County Cork, dated 15th February, 1847. 

Though I informed the Relief Committee that no persons could be 
allowed on the works but such as were on the Inspecting Officer’s list, they 
continued, especially Mr. Healy, to send notes to the overseers and stewards, 
requiring them to employ labourers. 

I was compelled to make an example of one steward, whom I dismissed and 
fined for receiving men in this manner. 

I have on no occasion received any assistance from the Relief Committee in 
the performance of my arduous duties ; and up to the present time they are, 

I assert it on the evidence of an eye-witness, knowingly putting down a larger 
family than the truth, in order to entitle applicants to employment for a 
second. 

The whole duty of revision devolved on the Inspecting Officer, myself, and 
my overseers and check- clerks. 

While Captain Gordon, 59th Regiment, remained, his sound judgment and 
business-habits kept the lists in order. 

I received most valuable assistance from the Earl of Bantry, who, through 
his agent Mr. Patrick O’Sullivan, of Mill Cove, in all cases used his immense 
influence in furtherance of the wishes of the Board. 

The Rev. Richard Wright, rector of Kilgaskan, who resides at Adngoole, has 
aided me much, and the lists compiled under his direction are the most regular 
in the barony. 

The system of task-work is now universal in this barony, the prices being 
written in the overseers’ books, -where any of the stewards can see it. 

The roads are over-crowded : the work could be done for one-third less if 
there were fewer men. 

The prices I assign for the tasks are enormous, generally two-thirds more than 
I could do them for at any other time ; but the people have not strength to 
work, and I thought it better to pay proportionably high than to have the 
dreadful scenes of other places here. 

I have been much inconvenienced, and much valuable time has been lost, in 
consequence of a habit most prevalent in this barony, viz., the malcontents 
writing reports on every trivial occasion. While Captain Gordon, 59th, was in 
office, this habit had nearly died out, but it has now arisen with fresh vigour: 
this annoyance the Relief Committee could put a stop to, but instead of that 
they are urging it on. . . 

I would take the liberty of suggesting to the Board, that, from an intimate 
knowledge of the Relief Committee during five months in this barony, it is my 
decided opinion that, from their continual disunion, arising from sectarian 
difference, it would be unsafe to confide to them the distribution of relief 
under the new system. 



Lieutenant- Colonel Jones to M^. Trevelyan. 

Office of Public Works, February 18, 1847. 

The following is an extract from a private letter from county Tyrone 
« Distress is steadily on the increase, and now laying hold of those who, here- 
« tofore, have been above want. The soup-kitchens are doing most good.” 
This, I believe, is a fair picture of what is passing generally throughout Ire- 
land. If all the works could be stopped for a fortnight, then the really 
destitute might be brought on, and those who are now employed, and ought 
not to be, could be prevented from returning ; this, I am afraid, cannot be 
accomplished. Altogether, our system is working most unsatisfactorily, and I 
shall be delighted when we can get the new system into play. At this moment 
we are supporting everybody that presents himself for work. To tighten the 
reins is impossible, while working with the present Relief Committees. 

[b. w. 2.] Z 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




162 



BOARD OF WORKS. 



Lieut.-Col. Jones to Mr. Trevelyan. 

I SEND herewith a copy of a letter from Mr. Griffith to Sir John 
Burgoyne, on the subject of the employment of military and naval officers as 
Inspectors under the New Act. There will be so many wanted, that I doubt 
whether the number required can be obtained ready at hand. 

We have received accounts of an attack upon our inspecting officer and 
engineer, (a military officer,) at Newcastle, county Limerick, by a mob who 
had been employed on the Works. We have sent down orders to stop the 
works, and if the officers do not feel themselves safe, they have permission from 
us to withdraw to Limerick. 



Enclosures. 

Mr. Griffiths to Lieut. -Col. Jones. 

Board of Works, February 20, 1847. 

The Treasury letter of the 18th inst. received this morning, corresponds entirely with 
my own views of restraining, as far as it is possible, the expenditure of money on road works 
under the 10 Vic. cap. 107 ; but unfortunately in our western coast districts, the destitution is so 
dreadful, that instead of being able to diminish the number of labourers, we are under the neces- 
sity of increasing them. This is particularly the case in the western districts of the counties of 
Cork and Clare; and this morning we have been obliged to recommend sums amounting in 
the whole to upwards of 14,000/., towards completing 125 works in the barony of Movarta 
(Loop Head) county of Clare; the amount lately presented at the extraordinary sessions for 
competing works in that barony, amounts to 39,196/. I hope the new Commission will be 
enabled to relieve us from such squandering, but in the mean time, if we do not employ and pay 
the people, they will starve. r J i J 

Atpnsent in the six baronies which form the western half of the county of Clare, there are 
d4J)0U men employed on road works, and the weekly expenditure amounts to 10,700/. 

1 he amount which has been already sanctioned for that district, is 142,11 71., and the sum 
expended amounts to 109,152/., and this for one-half the comity ! 



Mr. Byham to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of Ordnance, February 15, 1847. 

I have the honour, by command of the Board of Ordnance, to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letters dated the 9th and 31st December last, on the 
subject of providing employment for the destitute poor in Ireland; and to 
acquaint you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s' 
Treasury, that the Commanding Royal Engineer in that country has reported 
that the Commissioners of Public Works, and also Sir R. Routh, are of opinion 
that the following services should be commenced, viz. : — 



Galway 2,990 

Cashleh Bay 860 

Castlebar ...... 417 

Westport 175 

Foxiord 173 

Lough Foyle 530 

Loughgwilly, Down of Inch . . 60 

„ Knockallow . . 100 

„ Nedspoint . . . 300 

„ Dunree . . . loo 

Belleck 80 

Belturbet 80 

Bere Island 335 

Whiddy Island 377 

Garnish Island 37 

Spike Island 2 556 



Tt) tol £9,220 



With reference to the proposed services at Galway, the Board direct me to 
observe that, it being for the formation of a parade there, the question is con- 
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tingent upon the purchase of land for the barracks which have been in 
contemplation for construction there, but which, not being provided for in the 
estimate of 1847-8, the purchase stands postponed. 

And, as regards the proposition for Spike Island, your letter of the 9th 
December signified that the Lords of the Treasury did not consider it necessary 
that the work in question should be undertaken. 

Treasury Minute on the above. 

February 26, 1847. 

Write to the Secretary of the Ordnance, and request that he will move the 
Master-General and Board to direct that the whole of the Ordnance Works 
proposed by his letter of the 1 5th instant to lie undertaken in Ireland may be 
immediately commenced, with the exception of those at Spike Island. 

In regard to the works at Galway, state that, as the necessity for constructing 
them has been admitted, their Lordships request that they may be commenced 
at the earliest practicable period. 

Transmit a copy of this letter, and of the Minute thereon, to Sir John 
Burgoyne for his information. 



Mr. Redington to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin C a atle, February 16, 1847. 

In transmitting the accompanying recommendations for the baronies of 
Iverk, in the county of Kilkenny, of Iffa and Offa East and West, and Clan- 
william, in the county of Tipperary, with a copy of Mr. Walker’s letter of the 
12th instant, I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to convey his Excellency’s 
request that the immediate sanction of the Lords of the Treasury may be given 
to these recommendations, -which are the first under their Lordships’ letter to 
the Board of Works of the 29th ultimo, as it appears, from Mr. Walker’s 
communication, that the conditions prescribed by their Lordships have been 
complied with. 



Enclosure. 

Mr. Walker to Mr. Redington. 

Office of Public Works, February 13, 1847. 

In transmitting the accompanying recommendations, that the presentments from the 
baronies of Iverk, in the county of Kilkenny, and IfFa and Offa East and West, and Clan- 
william, in the county of Tippeiary, in respect of earth-works on the line of the Waterford 
and Limerick Railway, the Commissioners beg to state, that they have examined the docu- 
ments submitted by the Railway Company, viz. — Deed of Trust for the protection of the 
Baronies, Act of Parliament incorporating the Company, Certificate of the Secretary of the 
Grand Jury of the county of Tipperary, and an assurance of recovering, without delay, a certi- 
ficate from the Secretary of the Grand Jury of the county of Kilkenny, to the effect that the 
magistrates and cess-payers at the several baronial sessions in these counties, were satisfied 
with the Company’s security for the repayment of the advances made, and, on the whole, the 
Commissioners conceive that the terms of the Treasury letter of the 29th ult., on this subject, 
have been complied with. 

The advances recommended, are, in respect only of such portions of tne railway as the 
Company are about to construct under the powers of their Act of Incorporation. 

The Company will, at a future period, make a specific application in respect of such portions 
of the line as have not yet received the sanction of Parliament. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

February 23, 1847. 

Write to the Commissioners of Public Works that, under the circumstances 
stated in their report to the Lord Lieutenant dated 13th instant, their Lordships 
are pleased to sanction the following advances to the undermentioned baronies, 
under the 10 Vic., c. 107, for the purpose of constructing the earth-works of 
the Waterford and Limerick Railway. 



Iverk, county Kilkenny .... 6,000 

Iffa and Offa East, county Tipperary . . 2,500 

Iffa and Offa West, ditto . . 6,000 

Clanwilliam, ditto . 7,500 

Z2 
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Their Lordships desire that it may be fully understood that the repayment 
of these amounts will, under any circumstances, he required to be made in full 
from the baronies concerned. 

Acquaint Mr. Redington. 

Give the usual authority to the Paymaster Civil Services. 



Lieut.-Colonel Jones to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of Public Works, 
February 25, 1847. 

I am just returned from the county of Down ; I was glad to see as I 
travelled that the farmers had still stacks of corn in their haggards, and were 
winnowing their oats with the intention of sowing them, for which I saw a good 
deal of land prepared. Still the small holders were leaving their land un- 
touched. In many places I observed parties engaged in digging up the potatoes 
of last season, which were sound but small. From Down I was informed that 
the men are migrating fast to Scotland, leaving their families behind ; some few 
make remittances to their friends in Ireland. From all I can learn the small 
holders will not do anything ; they are content to get as much money as they 
can ; fearing to take farm employment lest they should not get paid, but that the 
value of their labour will be set off against the rent. In one district in Cork an 
attack has been made upon the soup-kitchens, at Butterstown, the men consider- 
ing that the works will cease as soon as the soup-establishments are brought 
regularly into play. The pressure is heavy for employment. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

February 25, 1847. 

I send you an interesting letter from Sir Richard O’Donnell, of New- 
port, county Mayo. 



Enclosure. 

Sir R. A. O’Donnell to Assistant Commissary-General Lister. 

Neivport House, February 22, 1847. 

Much has been said in Parliament and elsewhere condemnatory of the Irish landlords 
for not anticipating the present condition of Ireland. I therefore forward to you a few facts 
upon this subject, which prove beyond doubt that every exertion to prevent the usual quantity 
of potatoes beincr sown this year was used by the landlords of this district. I enclose a notice, 
dated the 9th March, 1846, which was circulated by me ; and to induce my tenants to give up 
planting the potatoes, I procured 70 tons of seed oats, which I gave to them upon 12 months’ 
time, at the rate of 6s. 9 cl. percwt. I enclose a second notice, of the 17th March, 1846, to 
the tenants of the Marquis of Sligo, as also my own, by which you will perceive that flax seed, 
clover, vetches, &c., and 80 tons of guano, were provided for the use of our tenants, to enable 
them to anticipate the present crisis, but what was the result; the seed oats in very many 
instances were taken upon credit from my stores, and sold to the merchant by the tenants, and 
at this moment the money is still due for the oats, flax seed, clover, vetches, and guano. 

Inis year 1 again procured seed wheat for my tenants, and having prevailed upon a few of 
them to prepare their land tor the seed, I gave them at the rate of 14*. per cwt. at 12 months’ 
time, and although the ground was prepared for the seed, they did not sow it, so that 1 had to 
stop giving out any more to them. 

I have a farm of 60 acres now out. of lease ; it was let on lease by my grandfather to one 
person ; I find 13 families at present upon this farm, 3 of which are solvent, and 10 are 
paupers ; they refuse to give up possession. I have offered to divide the farm amongst six of 
these fanuhes, and to give employment to others as labourers, or to give them land elsewhere, 
which they reject. I have offered them 100Z. to enable them to provide for themselves, as the 
60 acres are inadequate to support the 13 families, and to enable them to pay their rent; 
ported 7 afe determmed t0 hold the land ^though they will not till it, as they must be sup. 

These are simple facts of frequent occurrence, and knowing, as I do, the fixed determination 
of the vast proportion of the tenantry of this county to keep possession of the land, but not to 
famine^’ ^ CanUOt ° Ut ant,c, P ate as great a calamity the ensuing season as the present awful 
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Take Notice, that various trials having been made this season, the result of which prove the 
lamentable fact that the disease in the potato will be greater in the ensuing than in the past 
season, the tenants of the Newport estate are earnestly recommended by their landlord to 
plant no more than about one-half the quantity of potatoes they planted last year, and not on 
any account to trust to them for sustenance. 

Few can afford a risk in the article of food, but with you a certainty is indispensable. 

The disease in the potato is iu many instances impossible to detect, and therefore the seed 
you plant may be diseased without your knowing it. 

Oats is a much better food than potatoes, and can be relied upon. 

It is in any case a shame to plant your best land with the worst kind of food which the earth 
is capable of yielding, and under present circumstances it would be wickedness to do so when 
the danger that attends it is thus providentially discovered in time. 

Remember you and your families are deeply interested in this matter. I ask you then to 
meet this visitation with the energy and determination with which you meet other things that 
do not half as much concern you, and by your forethought and exertions turn this calamity 
into a blessing. 

The best seed oats; and every other kind of seeds necessary for the use of the tenants, to be 
had from your landlord at first cost price. And also, 80 tons of guano upon the same terms, 
and which is expected daily into Newport. 

(Signed) R. A. O’Donnell. 

Newport House , March 9, 1846. 

Notice to the Tenants on the Newport Estate. 

I recommended you last March not to plant more than half the usual quantity of potatoes 
for this year ; I now recommend you to plant, next month your small gardens with potatoes, 
deep and well manured, and if they do not succeed, you can sow oats, or something else, in the 
same ground next spring. 

I also recommend the tenants to keep a good supply of seed oats for next spring. 

(Signed) R. A. O’Donnell. 

Newport House, September 17, 1846. 

Notice to all Tenants on the Estates of the Marquis of Sligo , and Sir R. A. O'Donnell, Bart. 

Flax seed. — 200 hogsheads of the very best quality have been imported expressly for the 
use of the tenants. It will be given out in gallons or half hogsheads, at cost price, on time, 
until 1st October. The tenants are strongly recommended to make an early application for 
whatever quantity they may require, and to sow it as soon as they possibly can. 

Clover, vetches, and all grass seeds will be given out, as heretofore, at cost price. 

Turnip seed will be given out gratis to all recognized tenants, as heretofore. 

Guano. — 80 tons of that valuable manure have been expressly imported for the use of the 
tenants, which will be given out, on time, at cost price. The tenants are strongly recom- 
mended to make use of it, and thereby avoid burning and exhausting their lands. Four cwt. 
of it suffices to manure one acre of land, and full directions as to using it will be given, on 
application, by the agriculturists in Westport and Newport. 

* m * Application for the above to be made at my offices in Westport and Newport. 

(Signed) G. Glen dining. 

March 17, 1846. 



Abstract Constabulary Reports. 

February 24, 1847. 

Considerable rioting took place at Newcastle on the 18th inst, a 
number of persons having been struck off the Public Works who had been im- 
properly put on by the connivance of the check-clerk, who, being dismissed, 
led the riot and assailed Capt. Watson, the engineer. Mr. Locke, J. P., refused 
to interfere. One of the workmen arrested had 3/. 14s. 6 d. in his pocket. The 
people though so clamorous for work, are not destitute in this locality, save in 
some solitary cases. 



Mr. Walker to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of Public Works, 
March 1, 1847. 

I am directed by the Board to forward, for the consideration of the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the enclosed copy of report from 
Captain Labalmondiere, relative to the assault made on Mr. Armstrong, engineer 
in charge of the Kilorglin District, county Kerry. 



Limerick, 207. 
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Enclosure. 

Captain Labalmondierk to Mr. Walker. 

Killamey, February ‘27, 1847. 

I regret to have to report that a most wanton assault was yesterday committed upon 
Mr. Armstrong, engineer in charge of the Kilorglin District, by some of the labourers upon 
“ the Post road from Cahirciveen to Kilorglin, between the barony bounds at Diomar and 
Curreheen Bridge.” 

He was upon the work in company with Mr. Todd, engineer in charge of Iveragli barony, 
and having expressed some dissatisfaction at. the manner in which the work was done, and that 
it must be done over again, he supposes that the labourers thought they were to do it again 
without payment, for as he proceeded along the line, a crowd of nearly 200 came after him 
knocked down the steward, attempted to stop them, and struck Mr. Armstrong with their 
spades; and as their violence increased he took to flight, and got shelter in the priest’s house 
at Glenbigh, amid a shower of missiles. The crowd remained around ike bouse for some time 
but at length dispersed, and he, having an appointment with me iu Kilorglin, returned there 
this morning and reported the attack. 

I have directed the suspension of the work, and, if the ringleaders can be identified, that 
warrants shall be taken out against them. 

I shall proceed there next week to endeavour to establish order, and set on the work again. 

The peasantry of that locality have the reputatiou of being very wild and lawless. 



Mr. Hornsby to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin , 
March 1, 1847. 

I am directed to forward you, for the consideration of the Lords Com- 
missioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the enclosed copy of a letter from Captain 
Gordon, forwarding a report from Thomas Carmody, relative to an outrage 
committed on him and two stewards by the labourers employed on the Public 
Works in the parish of Clondegad, barony of Islands, and county of Clare. 



Enclosure. 

Captain Gordon to Mr. Walker. 

Ennis , February 27, 1847. 

I have to enclose copy of a report made to me this day by one of the check-clerks, and 
Mr. Gamble having found the statement correct, the work has been suspended. 

S |K > Ennis, February 27, 1847. 

I beg leave to inform you that on the morning of last Thursday, when I went to -the 
Caherca new line to check the men, some of them collected together, and dragged and forced 
me from the line; after which X went and informed Mr. Lidwell, who came and immediately 
stopped the work. 

He informed Mr. Gamble, who ordered me to come to town to-day with two stewards, who 
were almost similarly treated. 

I am, &c., 

Captain Gordon, (Signed) Thomas Carmody, 

h- § c - Check- Clerk. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Lieut.-Col. Jones. 

March 2, 1847. 

■ The excessive rate at which the relief expenditure is proceeding, and 
the apparent absence of any effectual steps to bring it under control, have 
attracted the serious attention not only of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, but 
also of other members of the Government, and I have been desired to write to 
you on the subject. 

We are called upon to provide funds at the rate of 40,000/. a-day for the 
Relief W orks alone, and this is in addition to the expense of the establishment, 
to the Commissariat expenditure, and to the expenditure under the new Com- 
mission, which, if some decided measures are not taken, will soon overlap, to a 
fearful extent, the expense of the Relief Works, which it was intended to 
supersede. 

Sir Charles Wood requests that you and your colleagues in the Board wiU 
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take this most critical and important subject into your early and serious con- 
sideration, and submit, in accordance with the instructions with which you have 
been already furnished, your view of the measures which ought to be taken to 
bring the Relief Works to a close; and in doing this, it is desired that you 
should act in the closest concert with Sir John Burgoyne, as well on account 
of his excellent judgment and long experience in such matters, as because the 
early closing of the works is mainly dependent upon the gradual organisation 
of the relief machinery under the new Commission. 

It is impossible for me to describe in too strong terms the degree in which 
the public credit and safety are considered to be involved in your Board acting 
with firmness and decision in this matter. 



Captain Fishbourne to Mr. Trevelyan. 

JEnnistimon, Clare , February 25, 1847. 

I delayed writing till I had seen the most part of the county. 

I am quite convinced that there is no destitution in this county that might 
not be met by half the amount of employment which is now given in the 
county were the proper objects lor employment selected, which I regret to say 
is not the case ; thus, for instance, within these few days Captain Gordon has 
removed 244 from the lists at this place, but before we could arrive at the 
information necessary to effect it, we had to sit down and do the work which 
ought to have been done by the Committee before a man had been put on the 
work. These were men in comparatively comfortable circumstances, while 
there were many starving who were not on the work. The fact that the 
generality of the Committees will neither furnish us with the information to 
enable us to revise the lists, nor do it themselves, leaves no room for any other 
conclusion than that they have some interest in continuing the abuses. Indeed 
it could hardly be otherwise, as the class of persons who are frequently found 
on them are not independent ; thus, for instance, in the Clondegad district of the 
Ennis Union two Poor Law Guardians and ex-officio members had them- 
selves placed on the Public Works in charge of gangs, and one of these was 
removed only a few days since, and a large proportion of those mentioned as 
being removed from the Ennistimon lists, had from 15 to 30 acres of land and 
stock. There are many on the lists in the barony of Burren who are valued 
under the poor-law at from 12/. to 60/. ; the most melancholy feature about 
which is, that they are kept there by the Committee to the exclusion of starving 
people, and who would have starved hut for the assistance of neighbours. The 
Bally vaughan Committee have been told, three times or more, that the works 
would be stopped if they did not send in their lists, and yet without effect 

I would suggest that the new Bill should not be tried in any parish till a 
complete census of its population had been completed, containing the state and 
circumstances of every individual as nearly as could be obtained ; then if each 
person in the parish who gave employment would testify to the Committee 
how many he would employ, all the work of the Committees might be done 
without the collection of crowds which invariably intimidate the weak, and 
occasion disaffection and idleness. 

The Committees now take upon themselves to put many upon the works 
with a large average as poor men, and thus perpetuate a pauper tenantry, 
though they make the poverty of the tenantry as an excuse for the unimproved 
state of many parts of the country. There are large tracts of this country, that 
could be vastly improved at a very small cost, in the hands of men with no 
capital, therefore practically unproductive, men who are so miserable that a 
little disco uragemeut in one way, and encouragement in another, would induce 
them to emigrate ; these, by work, and especially the task-work, in the long 
days, are enabled to cling to this miserable existence ; there are an immense 
number of these upon the property of Baron Richards. 

I may add, that the task-work system is now working very much against the 
farmers, and if continued, will have the effect of preventing much agricultural 
work from being done, for farmers dare not take a man off the works against 
his consent. 

When I came to Clare I found the Committees contemplating a meeting to 
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petition the Government to give them seed, labour, and manure, so I drew up a, 
scheme to raise 14,500/. amongst themselves, which if turned twice would 
realize 25,000/., and purchase sufficient seed for such of the farmers of Clare 
as needed any such assistance ; this had the effect of turning their thoughts to 
county exertions. Yesterday they met, and Sir Lucius O’Brien proposed that 
this collection should be made, if at all, by parishes, in order to bring home to 
each the necessity of individual exertion ; they are beginning to see the evil of 
undue interference, particularly with a people amongst whom there exists such 
an idle and mendicant spirit as amongst the lower order of Irish ; nothing can 
be wiser than in each case making them take the initiative ; Mr. Malony of 
Kiltannor, the largest proprietor in the large parish of Feakle, is of opinion that 
that part of Clare is the best off, and in this I agree with him, and he accounts 
for it by saying that they were least interfered with. Very large tracts of this, 
(that is, Feakle,) are sown with corn ; indeed there is a larger proportion of 
wheat sown in this county than usual, though there is a deficiency in some 
parts from an idea, I think, that they would have had seed given to them. 
The amount of tillage is daily increasing, and but for the Public Works much 
more would have been done ; as a proof of this I may mention that the most 
is in Ruan, barony of Inchiquin, where the works were stopped in consequence 
of auoutrage that was committed. 

There is much wheat and oats still in the county. I should say not much 
under 100,000 barrels. 

There is no indisposition to sow potatoes where seed is to be had, as I 
have seen them preparing land for them in different parts of the county. 
Turnips are becoming much more general. 

Infinite credit is due to Colonel Wyndham for his exertions to obtain a 
better mode of husbandry amongst his tenantry, and for the way in which he 
has had the market of Ennis supplied. Notwithstanding the sums lie has laid 
out, he is going on with extensive works in draining, fencing, building, &c., in 
several parts of the county. He deserves anything of his country that can be 
given him, for none can know the difficulty of effecting any improvement in 
Ireland except those who have tried it. A gentleman desirous of assisting his 
tenants, but at the same time of insuring that his plan should be carried out, 
purchased a quantity of seed wheat and steeped it in a solution of sulphate of 
iron ; they all said that they would sow it until they heard that it had been 
steeped, when scarcely one would take it. 

A judicial blindness seems to have visited the people. The people are 
refusing Is. per day, Is. and food to work with the farmers, and 7s. a-pair for 
horses to plough, also 10s. per ton to draw meal 12 miles; they have forsaken 
the fisheries, with few exceptions, though every facility is given them to go to 
fish, and to return to the Public Works when the weather is unsuitable, but no, 
every productive work is rejected for that of the Public Works. There is a 
very large capital deposited in the several banks which would be invested in 
land immediately if there was an opening. Undefined expectations now buoy 
the people here up, and prevent their emigrating, and the land from passing 
into the hands of persons who have the means of cultivating and improving it. 
It is thought that it will be sown, and I believe it will be so to a considerable 
extent, not generally by the present holders, but by being let for the crop, thus 
prolonging a little the miserable state of things and in an aggravated form. 

We are in the anomalous position of “meal going up while corn is going 
down,” owing to the great deficiency of mill power, but this lias increased with 
the demand, and several small mills have been rebuilt and enlarged ; a per- 
manent increase of mill power will be required, to meet which, Colonel Wynd- 
ham is going to build. Any undue interference of the Government or others, 
by introducing meal largely into the country, would have prevented the enter- 
prise which was called out in these mills, and which has rendered such signal 
service in keeping the price of meal down by relieving, in some measure, the 
pressure from the Limerick and other mills. 

Soon after coming to Clare I found it necessary to issue a circular, with the 
hope of inducing the Committees to do their duty, but I regret to say the 
attempt was unsuccessful; indeed, there is generally an entire want of con- 
fidence manifested by the people towards the Committees, they believing that 
it is only from the Government officer they can expect justice. 

I must be understood when speaking of distress as alluding to that which is 
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recent and severe, and not meaning to underrate the amount of distress which is 
long-standing, for masses of the people have evidently been for a long time 
only one remove from destitution, so much so, that I have no hesitation in 
saying, that where the family does not exceed three, and one of these only on 
the work, they are better off than they were before the failure of the crops. 
There can be no doubt of this where they are earning high wages, as some of 
them are, for instance, 2s. 4 d. per day. 

Since I commenced this letter the weather has been more favourable for 
agricultural pursuits, and I was glad to observe a great increase of persons in 
the fields. The engineers continue in some parts of the country to employ a 
large number of horses to the great injury, I am sure, of agriculture ; thus at 
Newmarket, or Fergus, I requested the engineer not to employ more than he 
could possibly help, and yet a few days after he made a requisition to the Com- 
mittee for 28 additional horses. 



Captain Gordon to Lieut.-Colonel Jones. 

Office of Public Works, Macroom, 
February 17, 1847- 

My time has been taken up until very lately by Relief Committees per- 
sisting in calling on me, and after each and every one stating they would not 
delay a minute, all asking the same question, all requiring that employment 
should be given at one and. the same moment of time in every district, taking 
into no consideration the necessary work there to be performed in regard to the 
works already in hand, and the arrear I had placed on my shoulders, the total 
want of experience of my officers (good in every other respect) with regard to 
relief operations, task-work, &c. When works were opened, and an increase of 
employment offered (although entailing by the opening of fresh accounts more 
work on myself and assistants), you would suppose that every encouragement 
would have been given, and every facility afforded, but on the contrary, I was 
opposed in every direction. The magistrates on three different occasions only 
inflicted Id. fine for obstructing my surveyors. One case (the first) was under 
very aggravated circumstances, and a poor man in defending the surveyor had 
his head cut to pieces with stones ; this assault case was (as usual) compromised. 
The obstruction case, however, was adjudged as I above stated. The magistrates, 
Mr. Massy and Robert Waller, promised to be very severe the next time, but 
no such thing has been done, and the fine of Id. was inflicted. There is 
no doubt that all the subsequent opposition I have met with has arisen from 
the mistaken leniency of the first case. In fact, I knew persons who intended 
physically opposing a line were present at the first trial, and did so oppose 
afterwards. I wrote for the stipendiary magistrate, Mr. Little, after the first 
case ; he could not arrive in time for the second trial, and the third sessions 
he wrote to say he would come if he were well enough ; he did not appear 
however. You may conceive the great delay that was occasioned when I tell 
you that, at the first case, myself and one of the engineers had to attend ; the 
second, myself and one of the surveyors, my two valuators, the overseer, and 
two head stewards of the road. No. 101, had to attend; the case was postponed 
to the next sessions (February 3), and all had to attend again ; and at that 
sessions came on the third case, when another of my surveyors had to come 
away from his work ; this last case was on No. 50 road, Cl ondrohid parish, which 
Mr. Kyle has written so much to the Board about. How can there be other- 
wise than delay ? of course I lost a great deal of the ground I had gained after 
working night and day, and payments are in arrear three or four days. I can 
only say that I will still work as hard as I can. I have only been in bed twice 
since the 24th January, and. many a night sat up without sleeping a wink even 
on a chair. I think by to-morrow I shall have answered all the correspondence 
referred to me. 

I forgot to mention that the case I was summoned on relative to wages caused 
me no little delay. Surely parties could be prosecuted on the authority ol the 
cautionary notice of the 19th September, in such a case. I reported all to the 
Board, and answered a reference of it, with solicitor’s memorandum thereon, 
three days ago. 

[b. w. 2.] ^ A 
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Extract from Report of William Hyde, Esq., Inspector of Finance, 
Dungarvari, February 22, 1847. 

I regret to find that agriculture is not more attended to, the poor people 
infinitely prefer -working on the roads to labouring with the farmers. This is 
most unfortunate, and will be productive of future evil. 

Wheat is sown more generally than is supposed : the grass corn looks well 
where the ground has been properly cleared out ; potatoes are not thought of, 
except by the gentry, and very scantily by them. A few nights since Mr. 
Walsh, an ex-pay clerk, resident at Kilmacthomas, and a large and wealthy 
farmer, had a field of potatoes rooted up, which he had sown four days’ pre- 
viously. This was done by people of the place, and for the sake of the food. 
Kilmacthomas is, however, one of the most distressed parts of this country, and 
has been always notorious for its wretchedness. 

The new arrangements will, I trust, relieve much of this misery. If it were 
possible to supply the people on the works with soup and porridge a great 
benefit would be gained, and at no increased cost ; a tally or ticket handed to 
the check clerk would be an offset to the corresponding value in pay ; without 
employment, the people, though fed, will be worse off' than before ; the transi- 
tion to comparative idleness is by all means to be avoided. There is an apathy 
to all farming operations, and the ground is neglected where potatoes were 
grown, and failed last year. In many places the blighted crop of the past season 
has neither been dug or ploughed out, and the surface presents the same black- 
ened appearance it did in September last. 



Lieut-Colonel Jones to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of Public Works, February 27, 1847. 

We are not now paying for labour, but paying money to enable the 
people to feed themselves. The prostration of strength in many incapacitates 
them from earning a fair day’s pay, and the consequence is that they are only 
entitled to a small sum, or else they are paid subsistence without a return 
for it. The task-work system, or the one nominally so styled, must soon be 
exploded. 

Eight thousand of the lower class crossed from Dublin to England in the 
month of January by the city of Dublin steamers. 



Lieut.-Colonel Jones to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of Public TP orks, March 2, 1 847. 

The extracts from the officer’s journals will show the state of things in 
this country. The accompanying letter from Mr. Barclay, the county surveyor, 
King’s County, gives a very correct account of the state, feeling, and conduct of 
the peoplex generally. The patience and submission of the lower classes must 
be regarded as an extraordinary and remarkable feature in the character of a 
people so easily excited to acts of violence and bloodshedding. 

There is a great outcry in regard to the small farmers not doing anything in 
the way of tilling their land. It is true to a great extent ; but the farming 
operations this year will not afford the same amount of employment, as is 
ordinarily the case. The preparation of the land for potatoes has ceased, and 
the farmer now turns up his land with a plough to save the expense of the 
labourers, which he would otherwise have had to employ; this will affect 
us throughout the summer by the lesser demand for labour. All the small 
farmers, I understand, are looking to the Government for seed. 



Enclosure. 

Mr. Barclay to Mr. Walker. 

Tullamore , March 1, 1847* 

In compliance with your circular. No. 64, dated the 15th ultimo, I herewith forward 
the terms of Monthly Reports, filled up for the month ending February 25, and further beg to 
state for the information of the Board, 

1st. As regards destitution in many districts, there can be no doubt at all on the subject f 
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for in the absence of any other proof, the fact of the labourers being willing to break stones in 
the severe time of frost and snow, is in itself sufficient to remove any that may have existed on 
that head. 

There has been up to this period, very little falling off by the persons employed who hold 
small lots of land leaving the works to till their own farms ; there has been little or no diminu- 
tion from the number employed caused by their being called on by the farmers in better cir- 
cumstances to go to the land ; there is, consequently, as great a demand or want of employ- 
ment yet, as there had been during any part of the winter. 

There has been no apparent dissatisfaction shown by the labourers latterly- Whenever dis- 
satisfied, it arises either from want of their being employed in the lapse that may occur between 
the suspension and resumption of the works, or from their earnings being under lOd. per day. 

There are many gangsmen who complain of not haring received gangers’ fees on the amount, 
paid from time to time on some of the works, where it was known, during the winter, that the 
sum earned at the fixed prices did not amount to the money paid as subsistence, which was 
generally at the rate of lOd. per day. 

Within the last month I heard of no violence being attempted, nor dissatisfaction in any way. 
At Clara, barony Kilcoursey, there was some threatening language used by some of the labour- 
ers towards Mr. Packer, the assistant-engineer. One or two instances of a similar kind, in t 
barony of Ballyboy within the last month. 

Wherever the people are employed they are peaceable and quiet. 



Mr. Hornsby to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 
March 5, 1847. 

I am directed by the Commissioners of Public Works to forward the 
enclosed copy of a letter from Lieut. Greemvell, as a sequel to his journal for 
the week ending Saturday the 20th ultimo. 



Enclosure. 

Lieutenant Gekenwell to Mr. Walker. 

Listoml, March 1, 1847. 

In reply to the accompanying inquiry, I have to state, for the information of the Com- 
missioners, that my Report that many persons are daily being added to the hundreds who 
have perished within the last two months, in consequence of the insufficiency and change of 
food, “ especially to the west of Dingle,” was dictated by my own actual observation and con- 
versation, and was not “merely a loose expression,” as the following particulars will clearly 
show, viz. : — Mr. Adams, the engineer in charge of Public Works, barony of Corkaguiney, 
wrote to me at Listowel, stating that in the parish of Ventrv, 40 persons had died in one week, 
and 26 in Dingle. On going to Dingle shortly afterwards, I. made special inquiries concerning 
the distress, and was informed, on the best possible authority, that from 6 to 10 persons died 
daily in the parish of Ventry; and the Protestant clergyman stated, that since the month of 
October, no less than 800 persons had perished or fled the country ; the population, as given 
by the census of 1841, being under 3,000. Kilquane parish is in as bad, if not a worse con- 
dition. Dunarlin, Duneguin, and Kilmalkedar, are also very badly situated. Funerals are 
continually to be met with on the roads, and most of the labourers are so debilitated as to be 
unable to work by measurement. 

The remark, before committal to paper, was well considered, and, had it been withheld, I 
should justly have brought rebuke upon myself for neglect of duty. 

If my former reports on the barony of Corkaguiny be examined, it will be found that I have 
always given a fearful, yet, I believe, truthful account of its condition and prospects. 



Mr. Hornsby to Mr. Trevelyan. 

. Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

March 5, 1847. 

I am directed, by the Commissioners of Public Works to forward you the 
enclosed copy of a letter from Lieut. Hamilton, as a sequel to his journal for 
the week ending Saturday the 27th ultimo. 



Enclosure. 

Lieutenant Hamilton to Mr. Walker. 

Parsonstoim, March l, 1847. 

With reference to my weekly Report of yesterday’s date, I beg to acquaint you that I 
called this morning on Hutchinson Vaughan, Esq., D. S. of Golden Grove, 23 of whose 
labourers have left his employment. 
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Mr. Vaughan showed me his labour-account book, by which it appears that he has given 
employment to between 30 and 40 men daily since this time last year ; sometimes makin? 
work for them, and giving them lOd. a-day, both on wet and dry days. 

In addition to this, he has a soup kitchen for his labourers. 

Mr. Vaughan then accompanied me to the Relief Work at Coolroe, from which I selected 
the best men for him, and dismissed the father of one and brother of another man who had been 
in Mr. Vaughan’s employment ; telling them, as they had quitted it voluntarily, I could not 
look upon the family as destitute, and consequently they were not objects for the Relief Works, 
which are only intended for those who cannot procure employment elsewhere. I told the men 
that if they give the least trouble for the future, or any more people should strike for wages 
that moment the Relief Works should be stopped. 

Some of the men who left Mr. Vaughan have been employed by a Mr. Bergin at Is. a-day; 
but I think, when he has done with them, and they find it not so easy to get on the Relief 
Works, they will discover the mistake they have made in not remaining with a liberal and a 
constant, employer. 

I have not heard of any labourers having followed these men’s example. Mr. Vaughan is 
of opinion that the steps taken to-day will deter them from so doing. I hope so ; particularly 
as he has shown much determination and firmness on the occasion. 

I may take this opportunity of mentioning, that the power conferred by his Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant’s letter of the 16th October, 1846, has been of great benefit in preventing 
insubordination on the Relief Works in this county, and to show that it has not been abused, 
only one instance has occurred of its being put in force ; and then it was had recourse to bv a 
Relief Committee, of which Sir Nicholas Fitzsimon, one of the magistrates of the Head Police 
Office, was the chairman, pending a reference to me ; and that neighbourhood (Blue Ball) has 
been quiet ever since. 



Commissioners of Public Works to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of Public Works , Dublin, 
January 25, 1847. 

On behalf of the proprietors of lands proposed to be drained and 
improved in the district of Lough Neagh in the counties of Antrim, Derry, 
Tyrone, Armagh, and Down, under the Drainage Acts, we beg to apply for the 
sanction of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to a loan for 
carrying on the proposed works. 

This district is one of the four measures of drainage and navigation combined 
for which their Lordships have sanctioned a grant of a moiety of the expense of 
the navigation in connexion with drainage. The preliminaries required by the 
Acts have been complied with. 

The district contains 26,000 statute acres of flooded and injured lands ; and 
by an expenditure of 109,000/. it is estimated their value will be increased 
9,623/. per annum. By a reference to the accompanying reports their Lord- 
ships will be enabled to form a better opinion as to the nature of the under- 
taking. 

The direct or primary security consists of the 26,000 acres to be drained 
and improved ; but with a charge, according to date, over the lands of the same 
proprietors lying within one mile of the said lands to be improved. 



Enclosure. 



Applications for Loans to the Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland. 



Applicants. 


Objects. 


required. : 


Nature of Security. 


Rate of proposed 
Repayments. 


'General 

Observations. 






Principal, j 


Interest. 


Commissioners of ] 
Public Works. 


For Drainage of 
Lands in Lough 
Neagh District. 


£109,000 


Debentures charged ; 
upon the moneys 
arising out of the 
award to be made 
and payable off 
the lauds drained 
and the lands of 
the same proprie- 
tors within one 


Half yearly 
instalments 
after the 
award. 


| 4 per cent. 


The instalment to be 
fixed hereafter, so 
that the whole ad- 
vance be repaid in 
22 years. 



ay uraer, 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, Jos. C. Walker, Secretary. 

26 th January, 1847. 
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Treasury Minute on the above. 

February 2, 1847. 

My Lords are pleased to sanction the execution of these works in conformity 
with the provision of the Acts 5 and 6 Vic. cap. 89, 8 and 9 Vic. cap. 69, and 
9 Vic. cap. 4 ; and to direct the Drainage Commissioners either to raise money 
on debentures for the purpose, or borrow the sums from the Public Works 
Fund, and the Commissioners of Public Works will issue their certificates on 
the Commissioners of the National Debt for the same in the usual manner ; the 
rate of interest in these transactions being taken at 4 per cent. 

Write to the Commissioners of Public Works and Drainage accordingly. 



County of Sligo, February, 1847. 

The establishment of the Board of Works in the county of Sligo and its 
cost have been as follows : — 

Charged to Consolidated Fund. 

1 Inspecting Officer at 1/. 10s. per diem . 1 Attached to ] £42 

1 Assistant Officer at 1 1. per diem . . I Relief 1 28 

Exclusive of travelling. J Committees. ) 

1 Inspector of Payments at 15s. per diem .... 21 

8 Assistant Engineers at 1/. per diem (Under County Sur-1 99 . 
veyor) J 4 

Charged to Presentments. 

18 Pay Clerks at 2 1 per week, exclusive of car-hire and other expenses. 

75 Check Clerks from 2s. to 3s. 6 d. per diem. 

546 Overseers from Is. 3 d. to 3s. 6d. per diem. 

The number of labourers during the month has varied from 19,939 to 
22,537, being one pay clerk for 1250 labourers, one overseer for every 40 
labourers, and one check clerk for every 280 labourers, or on an average for 
every seven parties. 

The expenditure during the month for works has been . £27,877 

The expenses of Pay Clerks, Check Clerks and Overseers . 2,110 

Leaving of the above sum for actual labour . . 25,767 

being on an aver age* for each of the 24 working days Is. per labourer. 

This average sum includes women and boys, who are paid less than men ; 
the daily wages of 8 d. are only paid when the work is not performed by task, 
which every effort is made to introduce, and they are above the ordinary wages 
of that comity, which are 8c/. in summer and only 6 d. in winter. 

The Board have received representations from their officers, as well as from 
individuals, that 8 d. is too low a sum at the present prices of provisions, but, on 
the other hand, the Board are urged to use every effort to prevent the labour of 
the country from being absorbed into the Relief Works, to the injury of agri- 
culture, and they have preferred meeting the case, by allowing additional 
members of families to be employed, rather than by making a general advance 
of daily wages, still leaving the task-work open. 

It cannot be doubted that from weakness many of the labourers are unable 
to work by task, and it is earnestly to be hoped that the new measures for relief, 
without the medium of work, may speedily be introduced. 

(Signed) Jos. C. Walker. 

Office of Public W^orJcs, February 27, 1847. 



Lieut-Col. Jones to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of Public Works , February 20, 1847. 
With reference to the Treasury Minute of the 29th September, 1846, 
approving of the distribution of the duties proposed to be made among the 
members of the Board, and desiring that any alteration which circumstances 
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may hereafter appear to require may be reported to them for their sanction, I 
have the honour to submit for their Lordships’ approval that the following 
arrangement should take place, viz., that Mr. Mulvany should continue in 
charge of the fisheries and main drainages and navigations, the details of which 
are very extensive and important, and requiring much time and consideration 
in their preparation, and it is very desirable that he should frequently visit the 
works as a check upon the expenditure, and to see that the plans as approved 
are faithfully carried out, and the work properly executed ; and that the estate 
improvements under the new Bill should, together with the relief roads, be 
placed under the superintendence of the Vice-Chairman, Mr. Griffith, and 
Captain Larcom. It is very desirable that this arrangement should be acted 
upon at once, as the applications are coming in fast, and it is very important 
that early decisions should be made upon each, in order that no time may be 
lost in affording the great amount of labour which these works may be expected 
to give to the destitute as well as able-bodied. It may be as well to state that 
the number of applications under Mr. Labouchere’s letter amount to 2723, and 
of course this number will be greatly increased. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

March 5, 1847. 

Write to Colonel Jones that their Lordships approve of the re-arrangement of 
the duties of the members of the Board proposed by him, that is, that Mr. Mul- 
vany should continue in charge of the Fisheries and main ‘drainages and navi- 
gations, and that the measures connected with the loans for the improvement of 
estates under the Treasury Minute and the Bill now before Parliament, should be 
entrusted to the Deputy- Chairman, Mr. Griffith, and to Captain Larcom. 

Their Lordships think it right to take this opportunity of repeating that they 
consider it to be of the highest public importance that the system of loans for 
the improvement of estates, -which formed the subject of the Treasury Minute 
and Letter dated 1st and 15th December, and will be established on an 
independent footing by the new Act, should be conducted with a direct and 
primary view to the increase of the productive powers of the land by the best 
and most economical means at the disposal of the parties interested in the success 
of the improvements, and that it should not be mixed up with the relief 
measures, either by restricting the proprietors who obtain loans for the improve- 
ment of their estates in regard to the description of persons to be employed by 
them, or in any other manner. 



Captain Gordon to Lieut.-Col. Jones. 

Ennis, February 21, 1847- 

I must go to Ennistimon again to-morrow, as I can really do nothing with 
that Committee, and cannot get correct lists ; in fact, as I have often stated> 
there is not one Committee in my district that has acted upon the instructions, 
and the Ennistimon Union worse than any. At this present moment, there are 
no data to go upon, no registries of destitute being correctly kept, and in most 
cases there are none at all. I am trying to get them made out, but, I fear, with- 
out success in most cases. 



Extract from the Report of John Long, Esq., Engineer, dated Athlone, 
February 26, 1847. 

In the parts I visited south of Athlone, the distress does not appear to be by 
any means so great as in the districts northwards. -The Relief Works and soup 
kitchens appear to have done all that was necessary to meet the distress, or nearly 
so. In the north of Longford, in Leitrim and Roscommon, the relief afforded is 
quite deficient 5 I attribute this a good deal to the want of soup kitchens, and 
in the Rooskey and Boyle districts, to the low pay they are receiving on the 
works, there being, as I understand, but little task-w r ork, and the wages only 
8 d. per day, which is the lowest standard in any part that I went through. 
Besides the population were always in a greater state of destitution, and there 
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was, I consider, a greater destruction of the potato crop. Altogether the star- 
vation appears to lean with a very heavy hand in this part, and the deaths are 
numerous. 

In general, I think the farming operations are not so backward. Tillage is 
stealing on gradually, and ploughing is now, I would say, very brisk. I do not 
expect that there will be less field labour this year than hitherto, in the culti- 
vation of grain crops. The plough is more used than manual labour, and as a 
good deal of grain will now be sown, where potato would have been the crop, 
I fear the demand for manual labour by the farmer, will be much less than 
hitherto. As regards the potato crop, there appears to be a prevailing desire 
among the people to try them again this year, a notion that I think ought to 
be discouraged as much as possible, for it is nothing but a hazard with the 
chances greatly against its success. The landlords appear to wish to try them, 
but even with them it ought to be deprecated, for although able to bear the 
loss, if a failure should occur, yet their sowing them will encourage others less 
able to bear the loss, and besides if extensively practised, will create a general 
deficiency in the harvest produce. 

I trust I have not written with too much length, but having made a few 
observations in going through the country, I thought they might be acceptable. 



Lieut. -Col. Jones to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of Public TVorks, Dublin, 
March 4, 1847. 

With reference to your letter of the 2nd instant, calling the attention 
of this Board, to the large expenditure daily incurred for the Relief Works, 
apparently without any effectual steps having been taken to bring its increase 
under control, I beg leave to state that the subject has for some time engaged 
our serious consideration, and on the 22nd ultimo, we issued a circular, No. 66, 
requiring all our officers and engineers, to use the utmost vigilance in scruti- 
nizing the lists of men sent to them by the Relief Committees. This duty, we 
believe has been sedulously attended to : but the fact is that nearly all the 
Committees have abandoned the duties which they were expected to perform, 
turning loose upon our officers, every man, woman, and child, who applies for 
relief. If the officer refuse them employment, he is then told that their deaths 
will be laid to his door ; and the deaths are rapidly increasing. Under the 
existing state of the country, and the pressure that is put upon us, we do not 
see how we can do otherwise ; circumstances have forced this upon us. Our 
officers shall again be directed to use their utmost vigilance in scrutinizing the 
lists, and enforcing work, so far as the declining strength of the people will 
admit ; but we see no chance of abating the evil, until the new system of relief 
under the new Acts shall be brought fully into play. W e have made a commu- 
nication to Sir John Burgoyne and the Commissioners, upon the subject of your 
letter, and I had an interview with his Excellency upon the subject. It is 
scarcely necessary for us to add that every post brings numerous representa- 
tions for works to be ordered, so as to afford employment for additional num- 
bers ; and we would request the special attention of their Lordships to our 
last report, which explains fully our proceedings during the past month. 



Enclosure. 

Circular, No. 66. 

[Relief Department.] 

Sir, Office of Public Works, February 22, 1847. 

The operations of Government being about to undergo a change, by which relief will 
henceforth be administered in food, instead of through the medium of labour, it is more than 
ever necessary that the lists furnished by the Relief Committees should be thoroughly scruti- 
nized, so that none may remain upon them, who either possess, or can obtain a maintenance in 
any other way. The inspecting officers are therefore requested to use every exertion for this 
purpose, not only by removing from the lists the names of every one not entitled to be placed 
upon them, but by taking every opportunity of pointing out to the magistrates and gentlemen 
with whom they may come into contact, how materially it is for their interest to employ as 
many labourers as possible, even independently of the urgent necessity for tillage with a view to 
future crops, so that they may obtain some return for their expenditure, inasmuch as all who 
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are not employed, and therefore destitute, will be fed at their expense. The Public Works are 
drawing to a close, and it is very important that the number who are now crowded upon them, 
for the purpose of relief, should be reduced gradually, by the absorption into private employ! 
ment of as large a number as possible, because, as soon as the new measures are in operation, 
the Public Works must be executed creditably and economically, employing only the able! 
bodied, and of them only so many as are necessary, by which the remainder will be thrown 
wholly upon the proprietors themselves, either to be employed, or, as the alternative, fed at 
their expense ; and as this state of things must soon take place, it is manifestly the interest of 
all parties that it should be effected gradually, rather than by the sudden discharge from the 
works of all who are not wanted. 



To the Inspecting Officers. 



I am, &c. 

Jos. C. Walker, Secretary. 



Mr. Boyle to Mr. Walker. 

Engineer's Office, ArJclow, 
February 25, 1847. 

I have the honour to request that you will be so good as to lay before 
the Commissioners of Public Works the following report, which I beg to say 
is founded on facts which I have observed, and information which I have 
acquired, while visiting, during the past fortnight, every district of this county. 

Within the period referred to I have attended two Extraordinary Present- 
ment Sessions, attended an influential meeting of the gentry of Upper Talbots- 
town, and met at the assizes the grand jury of the county, before whom, as a 
body, 1 laid the present condition of the county with respect to food and tillage, 
with the view, if possible, of urging on them the absolute necessity that exists 
for an immediate effort being made to provide for the food of another year. 

The results of my inquiries have in almost every department of society been 
such, as, in my humble opinion, to render it imperative on me to submit them 
for the consideration of the Commissioners of Public Works ; and I feel the less 
hesitation in doing so from the anxiety, yet absence of all intention, on the part 
of the landed gentry to combine in making the powerful effort which is now 
called for, and must within the next six weeks, if ever, be exerted in promoting 
the tillage of the land by the small farmers,” i. e., by those holding from 3 to 
12 or 15 Irish acres. 

While I state this with respect to the gentry of this county, I am bound to 
add that a high sense of honour, and of humanity and benevolence, has uniformly 
characterized their proceedings since the Relief Works w r ere first entered on, 
and that while they presented most liberally for the relief of destitution, they 
on all occasions evinced a determination to exercise a prudent restraint and 
economy, and manifested an intention to keep good faith with Government as 
to repayment of the sums advauced. So far as respects myself, they have, with 
scarcely an exception, spared no exertion in assisting me and in co-operating 
with me to an extent that I could not have expected or hoped for. 

But unfortunately for the comitry, its peculiar physical formation is such as 
to render its districts on either side of its mountains more like two counties 
than portions of one, and as many circumstances tend to vary the condition of 
the people on each side, there is but little unanimity on country matters among 
the gentry of the eastern and western sides of the county. They therefore 
rarely act in unison, and unfortunately, on the present occasion, their anxieties 
and discussions relative to a subject on which all felt alike terminated without 
any plan being contemplated. 

I fear from what I have stated that tillage by the small farmers, who of 
course constitute in this country the great majority, will be but very partially 
resorted to ; for, taking the county as a whole, there is not more than one-half 
of the usual seed, and as this county in but a few isolated spots grows wheat, 
the amount of food that so far has been, or is likely to be provided for, will 
fall far short of that which is required. 

_ Potatoes, I need scarcely remark, are almost extinct, but turnips will in some 
districts be extensively cultivated. 

The ‘ large farmers,” that is, those of from 15 to 20 Irish acres and upwards, 
are now beginning to exert themselves, and will sow probably more than usual, 
but they constitute in this county a small proportion of the community. 

They are mostly in much better circumstances than they have for some years 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




BOARD OF WORKS. 



177 



been ; that is, they have money, for they took advantage of the high prices to 
thrash off and sell their grain, hut they have little food, and haggards are very 
unusual among them. They have been the least useful, least humane members 
of society during the present calamity, rather making a pretext of it for with- 
holding assistance or giving employment, than coming forward when called on 
to assist the gentry, even in affording facilities in the drainage of their lands. 

Destitution is rapidly creeping up among the less extensive farmers. To my 
knowledge there are men with six acres of land, and possessed of a miserable 
cow, and perhaps, also, a donkey, who, while they have rent and taxes to provide 
against, are at this moment as much objects for relief as any peasant on our 
works. There are many hundred such cases. How can these be expected to 
till or sow ? yet they will not give up their land ; and I feel assured that many 
of them would not permit their landlords to cultivate for them. 

An impression prevails among the small farmers that the Government will 
sow and cultivate for them, and this without any exertion on their part. Among 
the labourers the idea has already gone forth that they all are to be fed and to 
be permitted to idle. 

The feeling of dependence, so comfortable to an Irish peasant, has completely 
seized the small farmers and labourers, and nothing could at this critical period 
of seed time have proved more unfortunate, for it has tended to check and 
destroy any remaining spirit of industry and exertion. 

The conversations among the labourers employed on the works very frequently 
excite the idea that there is a purpose in their evading agriculture or agricul- 
tural employment, and that when so many even in the same work have died of 
starvation. It is strange, but true, that hunger possesses no horrors for them. 
Daily do numbers faint on every extensive work, and more than 30 men have 
died, some actually on the work, others in returning from it, yet they do not 
seem to care or to feel. 

One fact is evident, that no labourer will, if he can avoid it, accept of em- 
ployment in preparing for the food of another year. 

I very much fear that there is a systematic determination in the south of this 
county, and towards Baltinglass, not to cultivate ; there is, I know, a hope that by 
leaving the land untilled, the farmers will have it either at lower rents or at no 
rent. There has for some time been a sort of organization in progress at Wex- 
ford, and it has within three weeks extended to that portion of the barony of 
Ballinacor South which joins the comity W exford. Whether it exists elsewhere 
or not in Wicklow I cannot say, but this I can state, that so well aware are the 
large farmers that this system exists among the labourers, that they dare not, 
in most districts in the west and south of the county, take a man from the Public 
Works, “less the houses should be burned.” 

Recruiting parties have for many months been stationed in Baltinglass and 
ATklow, the two great seats of misery in Wicklow, yet scarcely a man has been 
induced to enlist. In Arklow, during eight months past, only two men have 
entered the service, yet the young men are as badly off as the old. No man 
w ill enlist, for all look forward, as they express themselves, “to better times, 
resulting from some great event which they do not seem to comprehend. 

I cannot but regard the condition of some parts of the county, especially that 
of the town of Baltinglass, as extremely critical. There are in it, and within a 
circle of half a mile around it, 500 men who are employed on Relief Works. 
For not quite 200 of these will there be agricultural employment. They are, 
generally speaking, a most dangerous and inflammable community, chiefly con- 
sisting of the rejected from other districts and counties, bound by no ties of 
connexion or character, living on a property where there is neither a resident 
landlord nor agent. 

In summer they earn some money by cutting turf, and during the hurry of 
the harvest ; during the remainder of the year they idle, steal, and beg. I 
cannot contrive two months’ work for them ; with great difficulty can I make 
out employment for even a week ; yet these men fancy they must and 'will be 
fed. Nothing could be more dangerous than to leave them to go about unem- 
ployed. I am quite convinced that to establish the proposed private depot of food 
at Kiltegan (four miles distant) without affording suitable protection, would be 
but to tempt a foray from the rabble of Baltinglass from one side, and from the 
wild and starving people of Moyne and Imale on the other. 

The countrv gentlemen are willing to subscribe most liberally for the purpose 
[b. w r . 2.] 2 B 
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of introducing food into the district of Kiltegan ; hut to do so without having 
provided protection would be most imprudent. 

What to do, or how to act under existing circumstances, the country gentle- 
men know not : they are as it were paralyzed. Some difficulty interposed to 
defeat every proposed plan for promoting tillage ; this remark particularly 
refers to the south and west of the country. The season of seed-time is now 
arrived ; yet it will proceed, and probably pass over, before anything be deter- 
mined on. Even in the great Fitzwilliam estate, embracing one large barony, 
two-thirds of another, as little (if not less) is being done in husbandry as in any 
part of Wicklow. In these baronies, with a population of 29,000, there are 
2903 men employed on Relief Works. The mortality is great, and rapidly 
increasing, and the labourers cannot return more than 4 d. worth of work for 
Is : see my reports for Carnew of 15th February. 

Under the circumstances which I have related, the season of seed-time having 
now arrived, our prospect is worse than our present condition. As destitution is 
increasing, and as unwillingness to till the ground on the part of some, and an 
apathy on the part of the majority of the community prevails in this county, 
I have considered it to be my duty to lay the facts before the Commissioners 
of Public Works. 



Enclosure. 

Mr. M’Cloy to Mr. Boyle. 

Barony of Upper Tallotstovm, Fcbmary 20, 1847. 

Having very carefully examined every part of this barony, both as regards tillage, seed, 
food, and the condition of both farmer and labourer, I now beg to lay before you my report 
thereon for your information. 

1 . The district of Donaghmore and glen of Imaal. 

In this district the small farmers have tilled very little, nor are they able to do so ; they 
neither have seed nor food, and are not able to buy. The larger farmers have a fair quantity 
of land tilled, and a little bere sown, but very few of them have seed, and they are not able to 
buy. There is not more than one-third enough seed and one-eighth food in this district. 
Many of the small farmers and labourers are very much reduced and quite unlit for labour. 

The people of this district get food from Dublin. 

2. District from Donaghmore along the valley to Kilranalagh, lying between the coach road 
and the mountains. 

This district the small farmers have, very little tilled, nor are they able : they have neither 
food nor seed, and many of the larger farmers have very little tilled as their land is much under 
pasture. There is a small quantity of bere sown, and looks very well. The quantity of seed 
and food is very small in this district ; the average of seed would be about one-fifth and food 
about one-eighth. 

The small farmers and labourers are in a very poor condition, and their strength very much 
reduced. This district gets food from Dublin and Baltinglass. 

3. The district of Stratford, Rathsallagb, Ballymane, and Prangear. 

In this district there is a large quantity of wheat and some bere sown, and a fair quantity of 
land tilled, and many of the small farmers are well off, both for seed and food. All jhe tenants 
of Mr. Pennefeather and Mr. Saunders, and many of Mr. Carroll’s, have both seed and food ; 
and as a large portion of this district is tilled by gentlemen and gentlemen farmers, there is not 
much want of seed here: yet there are a great many who are and will be “ill off for food.” 
Many of the labourers are much reduced. There is about one-third seed and one-sixth food. 
This district is supplied from Dublin and Baltinglass. 

4. The district of Timoran, Baltinglass, Kiltegan, and Rathdangan. 

In this district there are a great, many small farmers : nearly all of them are very poor, and 
have neither seed nor food, and, of course, have tilled very little, and many of them are posi- 
tively starving. Some of the large farmers and gentlemen have sown some wheat, and here, 
and have some laud tilled for oats, but on a very small scale, and there is not one-third of the 
land tilled in this district that should be. There is about one-fifth seed and about one- tenth 
food enough in this district. 

The labourers and small farmers are in a most awful condition in this district, generally, 
having neither food nor clothes ; and many of the middle-class farmers are very badly off, and 
will have to sell their cows to buy seed and food. The greater part of this district is on the 
verge of starvation, and not able by any means to till the land. 

hood obtained from Dublin and Carlow. 

I may here remark, that there is a great want of energy even with those that have the means 
of tilling the land, and if there is not an effort made by those who are able to have their land 
tilled and sown, we may dread the consequences of next year. I may also remark, that the 
poor are very peaceable and patient under their sufferings at present, although many of them 
are starving. 
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County Wicklow. 



Stock of Provisions in the Town of Baltinglass, February *£<J, 1847. 



Name of Owner. 


Stock in Hand. 


Oatmeal obtained 
principally 
from Carlow. 


Flour, 

Baliinglass and 
Carlow. 


Indian Meal, 
Dublin 
and Carlow. 


Wheat, Carlow 
and surrounding 
Country. 


Oats 

from adjacent 
Country. 


Michael Gafney . . . 
John Kavanagh . . . 
Patrick Toole .... 
Michael Walsh (New-1 
town Mill) . . . .J 
Patrick Nowlau . . . 

JoJmFIinter 

Thomas Neal .... 
Samuel Cooke .... 
George Dunckley . . . 
James Roach .... 
Patrick Doyle .... 
James M'Manus . . . 


Civt. qrs. lbs. 

18 0 0 

10 0 0 

40 0 0 

40 0 0 

80 0 0 


Cwt. qrs. lbs. 

0 2 0 
25 0 0 
0 0 25 
4 0 0 
20 0 0 
20 0 0 
2 0 0 
6 0 0 

40 0 0 
3 0 0 


Cwt. qrs. lbs. 
5*0 0 

1 Q 0 

5 0 0 
40 0 0 


Cwt. qrs. lbs. 


Cwt. qrs. lbs. 


, Total .... 


188 0 0 


120 2 25 


76 0 0 










Average 








Selling prices per stone 


3s. 6 d. 


3s. 6 d. 


2s. 9 d. 


3s. 6 d. 


Is. 10 d. 



The above is a correct statement of the stock of provisions in Baltinglass on the above date, and you 
will see from the quantities, as you know the number of people to be supplied, that this would serve 
about three days. 

(Signed) Daniel M'Cloy, Assistant Engineer. • 



, Lieut.- Colonel Jones to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of Public Works, March. 3, .1847. . 

I had hoped to have sent with our report a statement showing the sums 
certified by us to the grand juries at the present assizes, but the 'certificates 
themselves not being all prepared prevents me from doing so. ,1am glad to 
be enabled to inform you that, so far as the assizes have proceeded, there have 
not been any objections, although the county surveyor was strictly examined 
with a view to discover mischarges or mistakes. 

The accompanying report from Captain O’Brien, who was sent down to make 
some inquiries in the neighbourhood of Sligo, shows a lamentable state of the 
people. Without the addition of famine, their social condition must at all 
times have been wretched in the extreme.. From Sligo to Ballyshannon it is 
like a rabbit warren. 

Mr. Kincaid lias sent me a very interesting paper, showing how very light 
the taxation to meet advances will be ; and he gives in a tabular form, attached 
to it, a schedule, based upon the valuation of the county of Longford, with which 
he is well acquainted. Such a document should be printed with our report, as 
it will show, in its true light, the burdens thrown upon proprietors. 

We are now entering the month of March, and from all I hear, and from 
all the accounts we receive from the country, the small holdings will not be 
cultivated. It is no use preaching to the people ; their minds are made up 
that Government must feed tliem, and they will therefore not exert themselves, 
as they say, for the benefit of their landlords. It is melancholy to reflect 
upon such a state of things. The assizes are passing, where the wealth of the 
counties is brought together ; and what has taken place ?— nothing as regards 
the improvement of the condition of the people, who are dying around them, 
but much in condemnation of the Government measures. 

I was told this morning, from an undoubted source, that there is not a piece 
of sea- weed to be picked up on the coast west of Skibbereen — all taken away 
for food by the people living adjacent to the coast. 



Enclosure. 

Mr. Kincaid to Lieut.-Colonel Jones.’ 

Longford Assizes, February 25, 1847. 

I send you a return, which will show the operations of the Labour Rate Act in this LONGFORD, 
county, and which, I think, most satisfactory as tending to prove that the burden may be made 
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so light upon the counties by the extension of the time for repayment to 22 years, that it will 
scarcely be felt, and that the collection would be made exlremely easy, and the repayment to 
the Government quite certain. You will observe, that though a tenth of the population has 
been employed for many months upon Relief Works, the whole assessment upon the valuation 
(Ordnance) of the county has been only 8,9. Sd. per pound sterling, and if repayment be ac- 
cepted by the Treasury of one moiety at 6 \d. per cent, per annum for 22 years, as in the case 
of reproductive works, the tax upon the rateable property of the county will only be 3 {d. per 
pound per annum ; and if the assessment should amount to 205. in the pound on the valuation 
and that a moiety should be remitted, and payment of the other moiety accepted as before at 
6 Id. per cent, per annum for 22 years, the tax would be under 8cf. per pound per annum, of 
which one half would be payable by the tenant, and the other half by the landlord, or only id. 
per pound to each. 

If the moiety payable by the counties is to be repaid to Government at 10 per cent, per 
annum, with 5 per cent, interest, and that the assessment should be, say IO 5 . in the pound on 
the ordnance valuation, the tax would be on an average of the 10 years, from 6 d. to 9 d. per 
pound; and if the assessment should be 205. in the pound, the tax would be from Is. to lj.6d. 
per pound per annum for the 10 years, of which one half would be payable by the tenant, and 
the other half by the landlord. 

The Poor Law valuation being generally higher than the ordnance valuation, the tax will be 
somewhat smaller than the above rates. 

I think the publication of this would be useful, as tending to allay unnecessary alarm. 



County Longford. 



Baronies. 


Number 
of Acres in 
each 
Barony. 


Valuation 
of each 
Barony. 


Population 

Barony. 


N limber 
of Persons 
employed 
on Relief 
Works. 


Amount 
of Pre- 
sentments 

Barony. 


Amount 
sanctioned 
by Board 
of Works 
up to 
10th Feb., 
1847. 


Araouid 
actually 
expended 
in each 
Barony to 
10th Feb., 
1847. 


Poundage 

Ordnance 

Valuation 

sanctioned 
by Board 
of Works. 


Granard , , . 


63, '800 


£. 

39,940 


30,500 


3,278 


£. 

15,330 


£. 

12,480 


£. 

10,060 


5. d. 
6 3 


Ardagh . 


40,000 


29,230 


19,990 


1,329 


13,950 


7,950 

21,570 


5,590 


5 6 


Longford . 


57,000 


26,950 


27,900 


3,258 


24,680 


10,130 


16 0 


Rathcline . 


40,000 


19,170 


14,500 


2,102 


17,950 


9,590 


6,910 


4 9 


Abbeyshrub . . 


20,990 


17,310 


9,500 


734 


9,600 


4,200 

8,970 


3,170 


4 10 


Moydow . . . 


34,400 


16,500 


12,900 


2,026 


15,700 


5,910 


10 10 


County at large . 


256,190 


149,100 


115,290 


12,727 


97,210 


64,760 


41,770 


8 8 



Moiety payable by the county of sums sanctioned by the Board of Works up to 10th February, 
1847, 32,380/., payable by half-yearly instalments; and if the Government accept payment, as in the 
case of reproductive works, at 64 per cent, per annum, the charge upon the property will be about 3fd. 
per pound per annum on the Ordnance valuation, one-half payable by the landlord and the other half 
by the tenant. 

(Signed) T. Kincaid. 

Longford, Lent Assizes, 1847, 



Captain O’Brien to Lieut.-Colonel Jones. 

Dublin, March 2, 1847. 

SLIGO. Having proceeded to Sligo, in compliance with the Board’s orders, dated 20th, I be- 

came aware that great destitution existed in the northern part of that county, especially in the 
barony of Carberry. I therefore acceded to the desire of Sir Robert Gore Booth, that I 
should personally satisfy myself by inspection of the exact state of affairs there. 

The first place I visited, was a wretched hamlet of three cottages, with outhouses, containing 
three families, numbering in all 32 persons, belonging to three brothers; the whole having 
lived on 12 acres of land, which they had inherited from their father, who, when a young man, 
had obtained a lease of the 12 acres for a period of lives. They lived on the potatoes, they 
drew fuel from a neighbouring bog, for which they paid little or nothing, and they paid their 
rent by raising a little corn, and by the sale of a pig. Last year, they thought themselves so 
well off, they refused to take 60/. to give up the lease and depart. N ow they are starving, I 
visited the locality on the 25th of February, in company with the Rev. Mr. J effcote, the Pro- 
testant clergyman of the parish. One of the brothers, and three others of the families, had 
died during the previous week. The widow was lying on the ground in fever, and unable to 
move. The children were bloated in their faces and bodies, their limbs were withered to bones 
and sinews, with rags on them which scarcely preserved decency, and assuredly afforded no 
protection from the weather. They had been found that day, gnawing the flesh from the bows 
of a pig which had died in an out-house. 

This was stated to me by Mr. Jeffcote. I saw the pig, I believe the fact. 

On the 27th, Sir Robert Booth took me to a place, called the tf Sands/’ situated on the north 
shore of Sligo Bay. It takes its name from the following circumstances. 

Within the last 25 or 30 years, it was thought to be the finest land in the country, but lately 
the sea sand has swept over it, as it has done on the French coast to the westward of Boulogne, 
and along the Belgian Coast, by Nieuport, Ostend, &c., rendering the soil utterly unpro- 
ductive. 
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The “ Sands” embraces about 450 acres, and contains 60 huts, or thereabout, scattered over 
it, with a population of five to each hut. The sand has drifted to the tops of the walls of the 
huts, and in many places has accumulated, so as to be almost even with the ridge of the roofs. 
The entrance is by the old door-way, from which a sloping passage is daily cleared to the 
surface of the surrounding sand, and it is impossible to enter without crawling on hands and 
knees. The door is kept constantly shut to exclude the drift of the fine particles. Windows 
there can be none ; hence the inhabitants are in darkness, even in noon-day, during the greater 
part of the year. Some of the families have been there since, previous to the land being ren- 
dered unproductive. Others are squatters in these burrow-holes, when deserted by the original 
inhabitants. Hitherto they have lived by fishing, by cutting turf from a neighbouring bog, and 
selling it with marine sand for manure, in the town of Sligo, by conacre on the firm ground 
within two miles of them, and not a few of them by theft. 

The ground is the property of a Mr. Gethan, whose means I was told, are totally inadequate 
to render them any assistance. 

With Sir R. Booth, I went into five of these huts indiscriminately, in fact just as they lay in 
our path. 

In the first, into which I crawled with difficulty, lay a coffin holding the owner’s wife, who 
had died three days before, of want. The owner stood near the door, having come from the 
" Public Works” (where he had been earning 8d. per day) to see to burying his wife, and he 
told us he was about to depart “ to dig a hole to put her in, and try and get a couple of men 
from the works to help him to carry her there." A skeleton of a living child was in a cradle, 
in a corner near the turf fire. A woman, a neighbour, was sitting by it, and rocking the cradle, 
and said it would be dead before morning, and added, (truly !) “ It would be better if we were 
all dead." The child ’3 cradle, and a broken table, comprised the entire furniture. 

The door of the second hut we came to, was shut. We called, and knocked. A voice an- 
swered from within. The door gradually opened, and out of this hole, appeared the head of a 
man. By degrees we saw his body, as he crawled into the light, and knelt down in the door- 
way, his head touching the upper framing, that is the eaves of the roof. His face and lips 
were colourless. His entire clothing consisted of a dirty coarse shirt, in shreds. When he 
saw us, he called out “ Send for the priest to me ; I will be gone before morning ; I am dying 
of the starvation.” In answer to our questions, he said, " he could do nothing, he could not 
go to the works ; his belly was all swelled, and he had bad pains all through it to his back. 
Sir Robert Gore Booth asked him if he had. any one to send to the meal depot, which was two 
miles distant. He called a little girl from the hut, but when Sir Robert was giving her direc- 
tions where to obtain half a stone of meal, the man cried out., “ Can you give any bread, I will 
be dead before the meal comes, give me bread now ; there is a shop not a mile off; give me a 
bit of bread now." I doubt that he is now alive. 

From the door of the third hut, which we stopped at, came a tall strongly made man, fol- 
lowed by a woman with a child in her arms, and two little girls. The child in arms was 
evidently dying. I asked the man if he had been at work. He showed me his feet, and asked 
me how any man could work with feet in that state ; they were so swelled, the skin appeared 
ready to burnt ; the soft-yielding sand permitted him to walk, where I saw him ; he could not 
have moved a step on the hard road. He had within the previous week buried his mother and 
his sister. 

Into the fourth hut we came to, we crawled backwards on our hands and knees. On a bed- 
stead with a little straw over it lay a man covered only by an old quilt; his face was so 
swollen his eyes were scarcely to be perceived ; his feet and ancles also much swelled ; his 
knees and thighs, which he showed, wasted to the bone ; “ his belly swelled up too; his wife 
was cowering over an iron pot, suspended above a turf fire, with a young child in her arms. 
Three other children were sitting about, and a young man was preparing a fishing-line. The 
father showed his limbs, and said he believed himself to be dying ; the mother held up the 
infant, bared its body, and discovered to us its little bones almost starting through the skin. 
She made the other children turn their faces to the light, which came in at the door-way, and 
made us observe how they were “ swelled with starvation." She put aside her own petticoat, 
which she told us she had that morning borrowed from a neighbour to go out with decency to 
beg or borrow a little barley, and showed us the only garment she possessed, which was the 
remains of a green stuff petticoat, but so much in shreds as not to conceal many, and consi- 
derable portions of her fleshless legs. The young man said, he was going out to fish m the 
morning, as he hoped to do no more in that way, to “ stop the starvation, than he could by 
earning 8 d. a-day on the Public Works. I asked what was in the iron pot; the woman 
answered that it was the barley she had begged in the morning. She stirred up the liquor 
with a ladle ; we could see no barley, save a grain or two ; the liquor was not more nourishing 
than so much hot water. , 

The fifth hut was on the verge of the Sands, and not buned as were the others. ^ I here 
was evidence that things here had been better at no very distant period; the dresser, and a few 
odds and ends of crockery were clean, but the effects of famine were more perceptible even 
than in the other huts. The family were eight in number. Where the father was, I do not 
remember, but, I am almost sure that, whether alive or dead, he rendered them no assistance. 
The mother was lying on the ground huddled near the fire, attenuated and moaning. 1 wo 
lads of the ages of 16 and 18 in a bed, where they had been for two days, not able to go to the 
Public Works, upou which they had been previously earning 6 d. each ; and they presented in 
their thin limbs, swelled and yellow faces, and sunken eyes, the unquestionable eflects ot 
famine. The only healthy person of the family was a daughter, probably 22 years old. bhe 
told us she had been on the Public Works earning 6 d. a-day; but as that was nothing among 
so manv, she thought it better to stay at home, and mind the sick in the house. 
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Beyond this district to the westward is the large and populous village of Ballyconnell ; I did 
not go there, but I was told it was scarcely better than “ the Sands.” To the north, as far as 
Cliffony, matters are scarcely better; and, I was infortned, the same sad tale was to be told of 
nearly every place in the baronies of Carbury and Rosclogher, except where provision has 
been made by Sir Robert Booth to feed the people. 

Sir Robert Booth’s estate is large, and the supplies he has procured would keep those of his 
own well enough, were he not pressed also to feed his neighbours’ tenants. At his own place, 
Lissadele, he has established two soup boilers, which make each 140 gallons of soup, and I 
calculated the cost of the soup in each boiler to be about 3'2 j. Crf. He gives, gratuitously, 
280 gallons of this soup per day, every day including Sundays. He sells, six days in tfie 
week, 150 loaves per day, each being 4 ounces larger than the 4 d. loaf sold in Sligo, and 

sold by him at. 2d. per loaf. He also sells 30 tons of Indian corn per week at a reduced price, 

and gives a portion of Indian corn to about 30 persons daily. 

In this manner he has provided for the poor, and sold through the agency of his chaplain, 
Mr. Jeffcote, since the 29th of August : — 

Indian meal . • . . • 393 tons. 

Barrel flour ..... 70 ,, 

Whole wheat flour . 40 ,, 

„ biscuit . . . . 9 „ 

„ rice ..... 3 „ 

Oatmeal ..... 12 „ 

Total tons . . 527 * 

He has htill a good deal in hand, and he has ordered on his own account in addition : — 
Indian corn ..... 2375 tons. 

New seed oats ..... 81 ,, 

Hogsheads of flax seed . . . 10 „ 

He has at this moment in Greenock ready to be shipped, but he is in difficulty respecting 
freight : — 

200 quarters of oats. 

23 quarters of barley. 

200 loads of beans. 

18 tons of peas. 

100 barrels of flour. 

180 barrels of wheat. 

99 tons of oats. 

25 tons of barley meal. 

Much good would be done if the Government could assist Sir Robert Booth* in having this 
large quantity of food transported into Sligo. What, he has done for the part of the country 
where he resides, has been so well done, that it would prove a real blessing to enable him to 
do more. 

I understand that he intends to write to Mr. Redington on the subject. 

From what I have stated, it is no exaggeration to affirm that, in the baronies I have alluded 
to, the people are dying from starvation by dozens daily ; but. for Sir Robert Booth they would 
be dying by scores — by fifties. Immediate relief is necessary to save a remnant. Many cannot 
crawl to the Public Works, much less do anything when there. 

• Food is what they require. 

In the neighbourhood of the poor-house they come in to die in order that they may receive a 
decent burial. 

Typhus fever and dysentery have added their horrors. Besides cases in the fever hospital, 
there were in the Sligo poor-house on the 24th of February, 208 cases of fever, and 145 of 
dysentery. The master of the poor-house and his tour sons, the matron and her daughter, the 
schoolmaster and his assistant were among them ; eleven had died during the previous night ; 
the matron is since dead. 

On my return Irom Sligo yesterday afternoon the driver of the mail coach told me that when 
coming in at nine o’clock that morning he was passing Hollybrook, about seven miles from 
Boyle, he saw in a field close by the road the body of a man who had fallen and died there the 
previous evening. He said that it had remained there all night, somebody having thrown an 
old cloth over it, and that we should probably see it as we passed. When we did pass, how- 
ever, and made inquiry, we were informed that it had been removed at one o'clock by some 
persons who took it away to bury it at once. The man was from Boyle, and he was known to 
be in a state of starvation. 

I do not hesitate to say that I believe such events to be of no uncommon occurrence in several 
parts of the country, I have made three tours of inspection in the south, and one in the north- 
west of Ireland since the middle of last December. It lias been my painful duty to mark the 
progress of destitution, and I have seen it. gradually going on till it has arrived at its present 
height. The faces ol the people are visibly altering for the worse; and strange as it may 
appear, it is nevertheless true that the beggars who frequent the streets of the towns do not 
show in their countenances the traces of want which are visibly depicted in those of the men, 
women, and children who are congregated on th e Public Works in the remote districts. 

* Sir Robert Gore Booth has been informed that freight will be provided at the expense of the Govem- 
ment, if he should desire it. 1 
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Abstract of Constabulary Reports. 

March 3, 1847. 

Gibbon Raleigh, a check clerk on the Public. Works at Gortsken, was 
attacked on the 24th ult. by a number of labourers, who compelled him to give 
up his books. Their object was to force him to make false returns. The 
works have been stopped in consequence of this outrage. 



Lieut. Inglis to Captain Larcom. 

Limerick, March 3, 1847. 

A man named John Hogan of Adare has complained that in consequence 
of the death of his daughter he was dismissed from our works. 

To show you how incorrectly, and how unjustly these statements are made, 
and how wrong it would be to believe all that is said of our mismanagement, I 
■will give you the real facts of the case. 

On the 24th October last, John Hogan was recommended by the Adare 
Committee, and almost immediately after, was returned by us for employment, 
his family at that time consisting of four persons altogether. 

On the 3rd November his daughter died. 

On the 16th November, his son was returned for employment, somewhat, I 
think, by an oversight of the Committee, as our regulations do not admit of 
more than one person being employed in a family of less than five members. 

In the beginning of January, Mr. Langley, who has the contract for the mail 
coach road, complained that he could not keep the road in proper repair, be- 
cause all the men he had upon it, had left him for the Public Works, although 
he had raised their wages from KM to Is., and he particularly begged that six 
men he named, might be ordered back to his work, and accordingly I at once 
dismissed, by an order dated 10th January, as many of these men as I could find 
upon the works, and John Hogan as one of them. 

Hence it is evident that he was not dismissed on account of his daughter’s 
death, for after his daughter’s death, an additional member of the family was 
taken upon the works, and he himself was not dismissed until more than two 
months after his daughter died, and not until he had an opportunity of getting 
employment elsewhere. 

I saw the man myself the other day, and he refused to explain his grounds 
for the assertion that “ there were instances to be found in the locality of people 
“ who had both land and corn, with money in the savings bank, working on 
“ these roads, having been sent there by their landlords.” 

He is not by any means a poor man, and I have heard, on very good autho- 
rity, that he has something of an “ independence.” 

It is a gieat pity that these statements are set forth before some inquiry is 
made as to their correctness. This memorial from John Hogan, was written by 
a schoolmaster of very questionable character, living in Adare, who went upon 
the works not long ago, offering to write a similar document for any more who 
would remunerate him to a certain amount, and the fact of its having been 
made public, has been regarded in this district as a great triumph. 

Whatever may have taken place in the division of the county of Limerick, in 
the way of mismanagement, nothing, I am sure, approaching to “ determined 
oppression,” can be imputed to us. I am extremely sorry to have troubled you 
with so long a letter, but I am anxious, at least, to remove from the minds of 
the Commissioners, any false impression that may have been made. 



Extract from the Morning Chronicle, February 24, 1847- 
Infamous Jobbing on Public Works. 

The “ Sligo Champion ” contains the following “ We cannot in decency, sligo. 

“ in conscience, refrain any longer from denouncing the gross and infamous 
“ system of jobbing going on in this county, with reference to the maimer in 
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“ which the Public Works have been conducted and managed. We have been 
“ silent too long. In the midst of the calamity which has fallen upon us we find 
“ the landlords trading upon the miseries of the people. The Board of Works 
“ is humbugged, the Government cheated, the poor defrauded. We must speak 
“ out ; a gigantic swindle is now carried on in the county of Sligo. The poor are 
* not relieved by the vast grants of money given by a liberal ministry, but the 
“ sons of magistrates, of grand jurors, of parsons, rich farmers well to do in the 
“ world, comfortable tradesmen, all these are quartered upon the public. We 
“ saw, for instance, two men overseeing seven labourers ; we have inspectors, 
“ paymasters, overseers, officials of all ranks and grades in every locality ; not 
“ selected for their ability, but because they have interest ; because they can 
“ command the voices of the landlords of the county. The jobbing that hereto- 
“ fore existed was but a joke, a mere trifle to what is now carried on. It 
“ exceeds all bounds and all limits. It is monstrous ; we proclaim the fact to the 
“world. We proclaim that here in Sligo — the very focus of misery; where 
“ famine is the daily guest at the peasant’s table ; where pestilence and death 
“ hold their ghastly revels — we proclaim, openly and publicly, that in this 
" doomed locality, a set of men, removed from want themselves, possessed of 
“ means and resources beyond the reach of cheerless penury, are enjoying, and 
“ have been from the commencement enjoying, the fat of the spoil. They get, 
“ and have been getting, for months, the lion’s share. The poor are neglected, 
“ plundered, robbed. In many instances their miserable stipend of 8d. a-day is 
“ so long withheld that they sink down exhausted by the way side and die 
“ Government creditors, while the sons of grand jurors and of parsons, with 
“ good livings, are drawing their 21. or 31. a-week.” 

Office of Public Works, Dublin , 

March 6, 1847. 



Captain O’Brien to Mr. Walker. 

Board of Works, March, 5, 1847. 

In compliance with the directions of the Commissioners, conveyed to 
me in your letter of the 24th of F ebruary, that I would inquire into and 
report upon the circumstances alluded to in a paragraph of the “ Dublin 
Evening Post” of the 23rd of February, taken from the “ Sligo Champion,” 
and headed “ Jobbing on Public Works f I endeavoured, while in Sligo, to 
ascertain whether or not there was any foundation for the statement re- 
ferred to. 

With the general allegations that “the Board of Works is humbugged,” 
“ the Government cheated,” “ the poor defrauded,” &c., &c., it is quite impos- 
sible to grapple. A general assertion can only be met by a general assent, or 
a general denial, neither of which can carry conviction. 

The particular allegations resolve themselves into : — 

1st. “ The sons of magistrates,” “ of grand jurors,” “ of parsons, &c., &c., 
are quartered on the public.” 

2nd. “ Two men overseeing seven labourers.” 

3rd. “ The poor are neglected, plundered, and robbed. In many instances 
" their miserable stipend of 8 d. a-day is so long "withheld that they sink down 
" exhausted by the wayside and die Government creditors, while the sons of 
“ grand jurors and of parsons are drawing their 21. or 3/. a-W’eek.” 

The first and third allegations clearly apply to the pay-clerks. With respect 
to these allegations it became my duty to inquire who the pay-clerks w r ere, 
and how their business w r as conducted. 

It is quite true that among them are to be found the sons of a clergyman, 
of a magistrate, and possibly of a grand juror ; but it must be remembered 
that a heavy pecuniary responsibility is attached to the situation of pay-clerk, 
and in every case two securities are required, each in the sum of 400/. Hence 
none but persons of approved integrity can be appointed, because they alone 
can find solvent sureties. They must also have a knowledge of accounts. 
Hence a certain extent oi education is necessary. Respectability of character 
and position are therefore absolutely essential to the successful aspirant for 
such a situation. Again, if simply “ jobbing ” were the object of the indivi- 
duals so employed, it must be presumed that they would “job” for more 
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remuneration and less labour. Whereas their toil is considerable while their 
-wages are comparatively small. For example, Mr. Sherlock has to come into 
Sligo, a distance of 22 miles, every Saturday for his money; he begins to pay 
the men at the different works to which he is attached on Monday, finishes on 
Thursday, and has only Friday to make up his accounts. 

Mr. Thomas Yeates commences to make his payments on Saturday, and 
finishes early on Thursday, sometimes beginning his labours at a distance of 
seven or eight miles from home, as early as the men appear at work, and con- 
tinuing them till 9 or 10 o’clock at night, having afterwards six miles to go 
home. On Friday he makes up his accounts. 

Mr. Richard Yeates commences his payments on Monday, finishes on • 
Thursday, being out from 6 o’clock in the morning till 9 o’clock at night, 
travelling upwards of 30 miles each day, having Friday to make up his accounts, 
and Saturday to obtain his money. 

For this toil the pay is 21 . per week. 

The sons of a clergyman, to whom the paragraph in the “ Sligo Champion” 
evidently refers, are the two Mr. Yeates, whom I have mentioned. Their 
father, the late Mr. Yeates, was a clergyman of the highest respectability, who 
died, leaving a family so poor that a subscription was entered into in the 
county. The sons are respected by all classes ; and I have the testimony of 
Sir Robert Gore Booth, of Mr. Wynne of Hazlewood, and of other gentlemen 
resident there, that their character is particularly high. I must say, that I have 
seldom heard of two gentlemen who have met with more sympathy and respect 
from those who have known them from their childhood. 

Mr. Whelan is the son of a stipendiary magistrate, he is a gentleman who is 
quite respectable, and I am told not wealthy. 

Mr. Neynoe is the second son of Mr. Neynoe, of Castle Neynoe, who, I 
believe, has been on the grand jury of Sligo ; but so far from this gentleman 
“ enjoying the fat of the spoil,” as stated in the newspaper, he labours hard, 
gives high security, and is under great responsibility for a very small salary. 

Among the remainder are gentleman who hold and cultivate land, and there 
are two officers of the militia. But can the duties which these public servants 
have to perform be entrusted to individuals who are themselves mere objects 
of charity ? Assuredly not. It is a mere waste of time discussing such a 
question. * 

The appended list of pay-clerks shows the districts to which they belong, 
the dates of their appointments, and the times when they commence and finish 
their weekly payments. 

The week’s labour in the county of Sligo terminates on each Wednesday. 
The necessary returns are made to the Board of Public Works on Thursdays. 
On Fridays the money is transmitted from the Board. It is received by the 
pay-clerks on Saturdays, and on Mondays, no later, they are required to com- 
mence the payments to the respective gangs. But it frequently happens that 
some of the pay-clerks have small balances in their hands on their accounts 
current ; and when this is the case, they are enabled to pay the labourers out 
of those balances without waiting for the remittances from the Board. 

That the payments have been made at the times' stated in the return I have 
the assurance of Mr. St. Leger, the county surveyor, and of Captain Kelly, the 
inspector of finance. And I beg to draw the attention of the Commissioners 
to the testimony borne by the latter officer, in the accompanying letter, to the 
efficiency, zeal, and respectability of the entire of the pay-clerks in the county 
of Sligo. ... 

In these circumstances, therefore, I can hold but one opinion, viz., that the 
statement contained in the paragraph as regards the characters of the pay- 
clerks, and the way in which they discharge their duties, is unfounded, and it 
was said and believed by gentlemen of respectability in Sligo, though I am not 
prepared with absolute proof of the fact, that the attack made upon these 
gentlemen was the result of some individuals, certainly one individual, having 
been refused by the Board’s officers to be recommended for the situations ol 
pay-clerks in that county. 

With respect to the statement, “ We saw two men overseeing seven labourers,” 

I need only say that on Sunday last, the 28th ultimo, the editor of the 
“ Champion” told Captain Gilbert, the inspecting officer, he had made a 
mistake, inasmuch as when he happened to pass where some labourers were at 
[b.;w. 2.] 2 C 
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■work on one of the roads he saw only seven men to two overseers, hut he sub- 
sequently ascertained that the rest of the men had gone to their dinner. 

By the last return there were 546 overseers, which to 24,000 labourers, 
gives an average of about 1 overseer to 44 labourers. 



Enclosure. 

Captain Kelly to Captain O’Brien. 

Office of Finance, Sligo, March 1, 1847. 

As you expressed a wish that I should bear testimony to the efficiency of the pay-clerks 
•of this county I beg to state, that since I came into office I have found them all most attentive 
and zealous, and I consider them, without exception, well qualified for the important and 
responsible duties they have to perform, and respected by all classes with whom their duties 
connect them. 



Nominal List of Pay Clerks, with the Dates of Appointment. 

Sligo, March 1, 1847. 



Barony. 


Christian and Surname at 
full Length. 


Date of 
Appoint- 


Remarks. 






Mo. Day. 
1846. 




Tirerill . . 


Owen Phibbs . . . 


12 


19 


Commences his payments on Monday, finishes on 
Thursday. On Saturday goes to Sligo, 12 miles, 
for cash. 


Tirerill . . 


Loftus H. Meynoe . 


12 


19 


Finishes his payments on Wednesdays, never ex- 
ceeds that day. 


Coolavin 


William A. Sherlock . 


10 


24 


Commences his payments on Monday, finishes on 
Thursday. On Saturday goes to Sligo, 22 miles, 
for cash. 


Corran . 


Richard Fleming 


11 


28 


Commences his payments on Thursday, finishes on 
Tuesday. (N.B. — Mr. F. can do this, having 
balances in hand to meet the payments before 
the cash is received from the Board of Works.) 


Corran . 


Abraham Motherwell . 


8‘ 


26 


Commences his payments on Friday, finishes on 
Tuesday. (N.B. — Mr. M. same as Mr. Fleming.) 


Carberry 


Luke Hester . . . 


6 


14 


Commences his payments on Saturday eveuing, 
finishes on Tuesday. 


Carberry 


Thomas Yeates . 


12 


11 


Commences his payments on Saturday evening, 
finishes on Thursday. 


Leyney, L. H. 


Pilworth Whelan 


12 


17 


Commences his payments on Monday, finishes on 
Thursday. 


Leyney, TJ.H. 


Martin Cochran . 


12 


23 


Carberry 


Robert Faustell . . 


12 


11 


Terminates his payments on Thursday, never ex- 
ceeds that day. 


Coolavin 


James Elwood 


12 


15 


Commences his payments on Monday, finishes on 
Thursday. 


Leyney, U. H. 


Charles O’Connor . 


11 17 
1S47. 


Tireragh 


Charles Atkinson 


1 


15 


Commences his payments generally on Tuesday, 
sometimes on Monday, finishes on Thursday. 
Has the greatest difficulty in getting change. 


Carberry 


Richard Yeates . . 


1 


19 


Commences his payments on Monday, finishes on 
Thursday. Has been out from six o’clock in the 
morning till nine at night; travelled 30 miles 
each day. 


Corran . 


Thomas M'Dermott . 


1 


15 


For two weeks commenced payments on Saturday, 
having balances in hand, and terminated on 
Thursday: last week on Wednesday. 

Not clearly stated in Mr. Ormsby’s reply to Mr. 
St. Leger’s letter. 


1 ireragh 


Nicholson Ormsby . 


1 29 
1846. 


Tireragh . 


George S. Fenton . 


8 


26 


Commences his payments on Friday and ends on 
Tuesday, having balances in hand. 



Captain Gordon to the Relief Commissioners. 

Ennis, March 5, 1847. 

Since, my arrival in Clare as inspecting officer I have used every 
endeavour to turn all farmers off the works, and I am sorry to say I have 
received no - assistance from the gentry or Committees (except in a few 
instances) to effect this object. 

The consequence is that little or no tillage is going on in West Clare, and I 
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would therefore respectfully urge the necessity of compelling the Committees 
to turn off all parties holding land, or furnish the inspecting officer with the 
information that he may do so. 

I am borne out in this by two facts, viz., that in the parish of Ruan, where 
the works were suspended, there is far more cultivation than in other parts of 
the district, and also by seeing the land being tilled in Clondegad, near a 
work that has lately been suspended, whilst the country around is quite 
neglected. 

A strong circular would have great effect to gain this object ; and a rate of 
wages should be named in order that the farmers may be able to procure 
labourers at a fair rate of wages. 



Captain Gardiner Fishboukne to the Chairman of the Relief Committee 
of Kilmurry. 

Ennis, February 27, 1847. 

I am sorry to find that many of the persons on the lists for public work 
in the parish of Kilmurry are relatives, tenants, or tenants of employers of 
members of the Committee of that parish, and these persons have been placed 
on the lists by the Committee, while they have omitted a considerable number 
of those who should have been placed there, because they were in actual 
necessity of relief, having no other resource or means of subsistence than em- 
ployment on Public Works. (See 19th Art. of “ Instruction to Committees.”) 
In justice to the poor who have been thus set aside, I must say that the Com- 
mittee cannot but be held responsible for many of the deaths which have 
occurred in the parish, and also for much of the destitution which now pre- 
vails. Some one or more' of the Committee may be partially exculpated, but 
not wholly so, unless he protested against such gross injustice, and, if persisted 
in, represented the case. 

I would take this occasion of again urging upon the Committee the necessity 
of making collections for the relief fund, and of immediately commencing a 
soup kitchen, with the funds in hand. Strange to say that where, in the county, ’ 
most exertion is requisite, least should have been made. 

I trust the Committee will see the necessity of setting a suitable person to 
make a census of the parish (perhaps the collector of taxes or poor-rate) ; the 
census to contain the age, average state and circumstances of each individual, as 
correctly as possible. 



Mr. Teely to the Inspector-General. 

Cahirciveen, February 27, 1847. 

It has been this evening reported to me by the constable in charge at 
Glenbegh that an attack was made yesterday afternoon on Mr. Robert Arm- 
strong, the Board of Works officer superintending the Public Works in the parish 
of Glenbegh, by the men employed on the new road between Claliane and Bal- 
linakilla. On coming there he found fault with the manner in which the 
work generally was being done, and particularly the fences. After a little 
time, seeing that they were collected round him in a menacing manner, he was 
proceeding to leave the place, when one of them gave him a blow with a spade 
on the thigh ; upon which he made for the priest’s house as fast as he could, 
pursued by about 200 people, throwing stones' after him. Mr. Armstrong says 
he has the names of several of them from the stewards; but the constable states 
he does not seem inclined to take any proceedings against them. 



Extract from the Journal of Captain Handcock, Inspecting Officer, 
Fermanagh County, Week ending February 27, 1847. 

How to expect the overseers to get value for the expenditure on the 
roads in the neighbourhood of this town and Ballinamallard I do not know, 
the Relief Committees have returned so many boys (some of them mere 
children) and feeble men. The overseers have them certainly in a good way 
of working ; but they are not able to do half a-day’s work. At Lisnakea it is 
much the same. Some few are now going to the farmers; but of course they 
will not take any that are not able-bodied. 
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Report of Thomas Smith, Sub-constable, Limerick. 

Limerick, March 1, 1347. 

I have to report that about half-past nine o’clock on the night of the 
25th ult. six armed men entered the house of Mortimer Hishon, beat him 
severely on the body, and gave him a violent blow on the left eye. They then 
went off, warning Hishon not to draw any more stones from his fields to the 
road for Mr. Rowen, an officer under the Board of Works. 



Mr. Hornsby to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of Public Works , Dublin, 
March 9, 1847. 

I am directed by the Board to forward you, for the information of the 
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the enclosed copy of a report 
from the comity surveyor for Dublin, together with a letter addressed to him by 
the Rev. John Potterton. 



Enclosure. 

DUBLIN. Copy of a Report from R. H. Frith, Esq., County Surveyor for the County Dublin, dated 

February 28, 1847- 

Herewith 1 beg to transmit through you to the Board my monthly report on the 
Relief Works in my district, and in pursuance of the instructions in circular No. 64, of the 
15th instant, I beg to accompany same with a few general remarks on the state of the works, 
and their effect on the labouring population. 

During the past month a considerable proportion of the people employed on the Relief 
Works have been removed to the Drainage, now going on in the district. I do not find any 
difficulty in this transfer being effected, as represented in Circular 22 of the Boqrd, a copy of 
which has recently been forwarded to me from the office in Dublin, as owing to the stringent 
system of task-work whicli I have succeeded in carrying out, the men readily go to the drainage 
or other farm-work when required. I have had the satisfaction of detailing in former reports 
the progress then being made in this respect, the difficulties to be encountered, and the effects 
of the system on the habits of the labouring classes ; and I am still glad to be able to state 
that the Relief Works in this district have not tended to demoralize the working population 
by encouraging habits of indolence, of which we hear so much in all quarters. In corrobora- 
tion of this statement, I beg to transmit, for the information of the Board, a letter which I have 
received on the subject from a clergyman in my district, the Rev. Mr. Potterton, whose testi- 
mony cannot fail to be regarded otherwise than highly satisfactory. 

I still find that the labourers employed in cutting Jarristown Hill do not make adequate 
wages at the rate which I have allowed for the work, although by proper exertion I am satis- 
fied that it is sufficient. Before making any alteration in this respect, however, I may mention 
that I intend to make a change in the allocation of the overseers, as 1 expect that by placing 
Maguire in charge of this work, he will be able to so arrange and assist the men as to enable 
them to earn competent wages, and, if 1 succeed in this, I shall consider any trouble I shall 
have had regarding it as amply repaid. In presenting my next monthly report to the Board, 
I trust that this work will not then be referred to as one in reference to which any difficulty 
exists. 

1 have further to refer with pleasure to the removal of all irregularities in the payments to 
which 1 was obliged to refer in former reports. From the short time available for making up 
the accounts, so that the whole of the people might be paid on Friday and Saturday, we ex- 
perienced considerable difficulty in the first instance in effecting it; but through the active 
co-operation of my assistant, Mr. Johnston, as well as that of the several check clerks, I have 
succeeded in removing the difficulty, and there is now no irregularity in the payments. Mr. 
Johnston and the check clerks are usually engaged during the whole of the nights of Thursday 
and Friday in making up the accounts for the pay clerks for the following days ; and it is only 
doing justice to Mr. Crawford to state, that he gets through his portion of the work so as to 
afford entire satisfaction, and thereby aid us in accomplishing this important object. 

_ Lush Glebe, February 24, 1847. 

Dear Sir, 

I am much obliged for your subscription to our Lusk Relief Committee, and in returning 
you thanks for the same, I cannot help adding, you ought to receive the thanks of the entire 
, neighbourhood here, for the public good you have accomplished in altering the habits and, I 
may add, the feelings of the day labourers. 

I have heard it remarked by members of our Relief Committee, that the system of piece- 
work which you have so efficiently carried out, notwithstanding the many difficulties you hal 
to encounter in so doing, has done more good in teaching the labourer the value of time, than 
anything that has taken place in this locality for years. 
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At all events, from my knowledge of tlie poor of Lusk, which is not a little (after nearly 12 
years’ residence), I can assure you, your piece work has drawn a line of demarcation between 
the indolent and industrious, that I trust will tell upon both parties, as encouragement to the 
latter, and as reproach to the former. 

I wish all Ireland could be dealt with only on the piece-work system, and I think we would 
soon see a different race of people. 

I am, &c.j 

E. H. Frith , Esq. (Signed) John Potter ton. 



Commissioners of Public Works to the Lords of the Treasury. 

Office of Public TVorks , March 4, 1847. 

The month of February has closed, and still each week has been marked 
by a steady increase of the labour-roll. The number and expenditure have 
been as under: — 

Employment. Expenditure. 

Week ending 6th February . . 615,055 £ 229,299 

Of whom 8,799 were on Labouchere drainage, 
and 5,891 „ general drainage. 

Week ending *13th February . . 607,715 £ 231,228 

Of whom 7,975 were on Labouchere drainage, 
and 2,451 „ general drainage. 

Week ending 20th February . . 668,749 £ 25 30 

Of whom 13,241 were on Labouchere drainage, 
and 2,926 „ general drainage. 

Week ending 27th February . . 708,228 £ 250,007 

Of whom 16,161 were on Labouchere drainage, 
and 3,813 „ general drainage. 

The total sum expended during the month, and its apportionment in labour 
and superintendence has been as follows, according to the best approximation 
which can be made from the pay-lists and estimates before us : — 



Labour. 


Superintendence 
charged 
to Baronies. 


Superintendence 
charged 
to Government. 


General Total. 


£. 

862,714 


£. 

62,283 


£. 

19,144 


£. 

944,141 



And the total expenditure under the same heads from the 1st September to 
the 28th February, is as follows : — 





Labour. 


Superintendence 
charged 
to Baronies. 


Superintendence 
charged 
to Government. 


General Total. 






£. 

2,639,962 


£. 

192,816 


£. 

79,410 


£. 

2,912,188 





The presentments during the month for roads and reproductive works have 
been as follows : — 





Number of 
Sessions. 


Number of ! 
Presentments, j 


Amount Presented. ; 


Amount Sanctioned. 








£. s. d. 


£. S. d. 


Roads under the Actl 
and Letter . . . ( 


73 


4,471 


1,052,123 15 3 


1 575,261 7 9 


Reproductive under the) 
Letter . . . . J 


12 


103 


11,032 6 5 £ 


((Roods and Reproductive.) 

i 



[b. w. 2.] 



The diminution in this week was caused by the heavy fall of snow. 

2 D 



E-, p. 205. 
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The total sum presented for and sanctioned from 1st September to 28th 
February, has been as follows — 





Number of 
Sessions. 


Number of 
Presentments. 


Amount Presented. 


Amount Sanctioned. 


Roads under the Act . 


484 


30,0S5 


£. s. d. 

7,501,218 0 0 1 


£■ s. d. 

3,337,841 19 5 


Reproductive under the] 


134 


2,366 


386,607 19 4 


152,370 4 9 


Letter . . . . J 







The general arrangements for carrying on the work have been the same as 
heretofore, viz : — Inspecting officers, engineers, and pay-clerks, with their sub- 
ordinate staff, the relative duties of which have been detailed in our former 



reports, and the numbers of which are as under, viz. : — 

Inspecting officers 76 

Conducting engineers, (including county surveyors) 76 

Assistant engineers 463 

Overseers 8,320 

Check clerks . 4,050 

Office clerks and draftsmen .... 248 

Inspectors of drainage 55 

Inspectors of finance 38 

Pay-clerks 548 

Head quarters — Accountants .... 99 

Correspondence and schedules 74 
Draftsmen .... 5 



In regard to the first, viz., inspecting officers, there is little 
their duties with Relief Committees have continued the same. 



now to record ; 
The increasing 



destitution has, in many places, rendered impossible the rejection of any con- 
siderable number of applicants, and the only limit has been the impossibility 
of finding works adequate to the increasing numbers with the rapid falling out 
or completion of the existing works. The reports of the officers speak for 
themselves, and the country looks with the utmost anxiety for the introduction 
of the new measures. 

On our part, we have endeavoured to make such arrangements as may tend 
to facilitate the transition. We have at once transferred the greater part of 
our inspecting officers to the Relief Commissioners, who have stationed them 
as nearly as possible in the same localities in which they were before serving, 
so that they may continue to act for us as long as our connexion with Relief 
Committees continues ; but the Committees themselves are also on the point of 
being changed, and as these changes will not only be changes of persons but of 
districts, from the Poor Law Unions, which are to be the new limits, not being 
coterminous with baronies or parishes, which are the present limits, there will 
be temporary danger of confusion in the supply of labour to the works. Every 
exertion must be made to encourage private employment, but the people evince 
no readiness at present to avail themselves of it, nor will it be wholly practi- 
cable at once to convince them that the works which remain in progress are no 
longer to be considered merely as Relief Works. Even the magistrates and cess 
payers will represent that as their presentments were for the purpose of relief 
they have a claim to consider them as still available for that purpose, while it 
will be difficult even for us to judge how much of the falling short of an esti- 
mate is due to original defect in the estimate itself, and how much to the 
crowded and defective labour with which it has been executed, and hence 
claims for a continuance of the half grants, and even of free grants, will ■ 
doubtless arise. 

We do not, however, anticipate any serious troubles on these points, or indeed 
any which care and foresight may not prevent or remedy ; we only advert to 
these here as in some degree incidental to the change from a system of relief 
by labour to one without that test, the first step of which has necessarily been 
the removal of that class of officers on whom we chiefly depended for the deli- 
cate and important duty of interposing between the pressure of the Committees 
and the freedom of the works, and we cannot close our report of inspecting 
officers without a strong expression of the obligation we feel to them for their 
labours. 
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The employment of military officers was a bold experiment, and it has been 
perfectly successful. We were urged to appoint the gentlemen of the country 
as inspectors, and have been reproached for not doing so, and when the purely 
local nature and object of the relief was so obvious, the proposition presented 
itself most favourably. « There were numerous country gentlemen of integrity 
and ability most ready, and from the highest motives anxious to co-operate with 
us in that position. We should probably have secured local support among the 
influential classes from such appointments, and we gave the subject the fullestand 
most serious consideration. But there would have been some greater difficulties 
m the selection ; every appointment or removal would have been the subject 
of question and interest. It might have been difficult to satisfy all parties. 
The people themselves would have canvassed the appointments, and it would 
have been difficult to have produced the entire feeling of impartiality in their 
minds which they now have. We therefore considered that as the gentry and 
property of the country were represented in the Relief Committees and Pre- 
sentment Sessions, it. would be better to form the executive and administrative 
from persons looking only to the Government ; and the experiment, which 
began with a small number of officers of engineers, reporting on works and 
projects, had given such general satisfaction that we resolved to extend in that 
direction, and confine the class of inspecting officers entirely to military men. 

The prompt and perfect facilities afforded by his Grace the Commander-in- 
Chief, by the Master-General of the Ordnance, and the Commander of the 
Forces in Ireland, enabled us to bring the system into immediate operation, 
and the judicious discrimination exercised in their selection of officers, removed 
from us all further difficulty. To the known presence of military officers we 
cannot but think the comparatively orderly conduct of the immense mass of 
people employed is mainly due ; and when their numbers are considered, when 
we see more than 700,000 labourers daily drawn from their homes and fields 
and banded together upon the roads, and, with few exceptions, peaceable and 
orderly, the magnitude of the task requires no comment. 

We have found additional and increasing confirmation of the prudence of 
this course. The officers under great and constantly varying difficulties have 
been guided by one simple principle — duty. By the gentry and the people 
this w r as felt alike'. They may have been thought lax by the one, or stringent 
by the other, but no partiality or favour has ever been as much as attributed to 
any one. They have earned the good opinion and the confidence of all, and 
have added another to the many duties a British officer is liable to be called 
on to fulfil, and in which it has been said by that great authority to whom all 
look up, “ He must not only be always in the right, but always successful too, 
if he would escape blame.” 

The next great branch, the engineering, has undergone but little variation 
during the month. There can he no doubt the works will in most cases prove 
very expensive, but we have reason to believe that even this is far from univer- 
sal, and on a general review of all the roads which have been made or im- 
proved, there is no doubt many of the former class in the remote and mountain- 
ous districts, will be found very useful to the country, and of the latter, when 
the confusion into which they have been thrown, as well by the season, as by 
the work upon them, has been removed, and they are brought to completion, 
they will on the whole present a great amendment on their former state, while 
the thorough investigations to which the communications of the country have 
been subjected during the last few months, has furnished a mass of useful infor- 
mation, which cannot fail to be hereafter of general use. 

In the correspondence, attached to this report, there are as usual details of 
outrages and attacks. The works would indeed in many places appear as. it 
were to be carrying on in the presence of an enemy. At Newcastle, Major 
Watson and Captain Butler were attacked in the streets, Mr. Kearney, the county 
surveyor, again stands prominently forward, and in that turbulent county, it has 
again been necessary to suspend several of the works for a short time. This 
salutary power has alone prevented the still greater evil of withdrawing from 
some districts altogether. Our effort has in every case been to confine the pun- 
ishment as far as possible to the guilty, and the culprits have in consequence 
been occasionally given up to justice by their comrades. In West Muskerry the 
efforts made by one of our officers, Captain Gordon of the 75th regiment, to 
carry out a more regular system of employment, has not met with the support 
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which might have been anticipated. We have only further to state, under this 
head of engineering, that as the works may now, we trust, soon he expected to 
assume a more regular character, we are collecting returns, plans, and sections, 
as far as possible, of that has been done with the view of bringing the works to a 
creditable and economic close. On the important subjects ol payments, we have 
every reason to believe the arrangements detailed in former Reports, have become 
successful, and where they have been fully and fairly carried out, great regular- 
ity has been attained. There have been no robberies, and no defalcation hag ren- 
dered' it necessary to fall back upon securities. The system ol control in the 
pay inspectors, has been successful, and the organization and frame-work being 
complete, the number of payments, and amount paid, may be increased to any 
extent, so that greater or less promptness is now simply a question of expense, 
requiring the appointment, of more or less additional pay clerks to a district. 
Complaints of non-payment usually prove, on inquiry, to have arisen from the 
unauthorized intrusion of extra labourers on the works. 

F., p. 205. In regard to the reproductive works, under Mr. Labouchere’s letter, we 
have the pleasure to state that considerable progress has been made during the 
last month ; and that in almost every instance, the labourers have conducted 
themselves in a satisfactory manner, and the works have been executed at fair 
prices, considering the enfeebled state of the people, arising from want of suffi- 
cient food. 

The number of distinct Drainage presentments granted in 134 baronies, 
amounts to 386,607/. 19$. Ad. 

The actual number of works in operation, is 918. 

The number of labourers employed, is 16,161. 

And the sum already sanctioned in the favourable report of our Drainage 
inspectors, amounts to 152,370/. 4$. 9 d. 

The number of labourers employed is increasing, and would do so more 
rapidly, had it not been that greater exertion is required to earn good wages on 
the Drainage works, than on the roads, where, as we shall hereafter have occa- 
sion to remark, the task work is not so rigidly carried out ; in consequence none 
but able-bodied and willing men will leave the roads, unless forced to do so, by 
being struck off the labour roll, and when this occurs, the men, at least in the 
commencement, work unwillingly, and in consequence earn small wages, but 
when each man finds that a particular task is allotted to him, and that others are 
earning from 1$. to 1$. Ad., and 1$. Qd. per day, he gives his mind to the work, 
and endeavours to emulate his neighbours, and finds at the end of the week that 
his earnings are sufficient to support his family ; hence the labourers, when accus- 
tomed to draining works, are satisfied to continue. 

The following table will show the progressive increase of labourers on these 
ivorks : — 

Return showing (he Total Number of Persons employed in Ireland on Drainage Works 
under Mr. Labouchere’s Letter, during the Month of February, 1847- 



Periods. 


Men. 


Women, j 


Hoys. 


Drivers. . 


| Total. 


Week ending Feb. 6 1 


5,570 


1,823 


1,358 


28 


8,779 


>> 13 


6,6)8 , 


603 


703 


49 


7,975 


,, 20 


9,970 


1,381 


1,562 


828 


13,241 


,, 27 


12,180 


1,746 


1,826 


409 


16,161 



In order to obtain the advantages to be derived from the Land Improvement 
Bill, now under the consideration of Parliament, several landed proprietors, par- 
ticularly in the counties of Down, Cavan, Wexford, and Limerick, have applied 
for loans under the Treasury Minute of the 1st of December last, and have re- 
quested permission to withdraw, or postpone their undertakings for Drainage pre- 
sentments under Mr. Labouchere’s letter, this circumstance, though acceded 
to, has caused some delay in the local employment of the people, which we hope 
will be soon remedied by the commencement of the Drainage works under the 
0 ., p. 226 . Treasury Minute. 

With reference to the particulars of the several Drainage presentment works, 
we beg to refer to the extracts given in the Appendix from the reports of our 
Drainage inspectors, but we may state generally, that the Drainage presentment 
works, in the northern counties, are being carried out in a very satisfactory 
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maimer, the labourers executing their tasks willingly and successfully, and 
generally speaking, completing them at the rates usually paid for such works. 

In looking through the weekly returns for Drainage work done during the 
last month, we do not find much variation in the earnings of the labourers, 
which range from lOd.to Is. 6 d. per day, the average being Is. 2d. per day, but 
in every case where the labourers have been crowded together for the purpose 
of giving immediate relief, the work has been ill executed, and the earnings 
small ; on the contrary, where each individual has a weekly task allotted to 
him, and he is allowed to execute it, if he pleases, with the assistance of his 
children, we find good earnings and satisfactory results ; as by this arrangement, 
if the labourer completes his task in four days, he has two which he can 
devote to the cultivation of his own small tenement. This system has been 
successfully introduced in many places, and we hope to have it generally 
adopted. 

In some localities, but particularly in parts of the county of Limerick, our 
Drainage operation has been less successful than we could have wished ; too 
many feeble labourers were forced into the works during wet weather ; the men 
refused to work by task, at least at first, and in consequence the expenditure 
was considerable in proportion to the real value of the work done. Under these 
circumstances, deeming it to be unjust that private individuals who had become 
security for the repayment of the money should suffer, we thought it advisable 
to discontinue the works until order and system could be restored, and endea- 
voured to find employment for the people on the roads, but we have the pleasure 
to state, that in every such case the proprietors themselves requested that the 
works might proceed, and that they would be satisfied with the expenditure of 
the money, though the benefit they anticipated -would be lessened by the dimi- 
nution in the extent of land drained. 

But from our last returns we are glad to find that matters arc improving ; 
that task-work has been introduced, and though the prices are higher than 
usual, still a reasonable amount of work is performed when compared with the 
cost. 

On the whole, when it is considered that our establishment for carrying out 
Drainage presentments was formed without any previous arrangement, that our 
operations are scattered over 134 baronies, and that 918 works are in progress, 
giving regular employment to upwards of 16,000 men, we have reason to be 
satisfied with the result as far as it has gone, and we have no doubt that the 
record of every succeeding month will prove the benefit which the country has 
derived from the introduction of reproductive labour, under Mr. Labouchere’s 
letter, in aid of the Labour Rate Act. 

During the month, under date of the 24th instant, we have received your 
Lordships’ final sanction, and the provision of funds, for the earthworks ol the 
Waterford and Limerick Railway, for commencing which we had previously 
completed our principal arrangements, and we expect that next week the work 
will commence in at least two of the four baronies, the engineers, assistant 
engineers, and subordinate staff, being nominated and paid by the Company, 
the pay clerk and inspecting officer only being charged to the presentments, 
and the latter only so long as the necessity of employing labourers from Relief 
Committees continues; after which we propose no other restriction on the 
choice of labourers than that they shall be taken from the barony through 
which the rail passes, the funds for which are provided by the barony. 

It would be unjust to omit any opportunity of expressing to your Lordships 
the sense we entertain of the zealous and unremitting exertions of the office 
force in Dublin. ■ The ordinary duties of the numerous departments combined in 
this Board, demand the full exertions of a considerable number of persons of all 
classes, at all times, but the immense additional pressure during the last six months 
has required, and still requires great additional labour, and considerable method 
and arrangement in its organization and employment. Communications are to 
maintained through engineers and inspecting officers with the numerous Pre- 
sentment Sessions in every barony, with Relief Committees all over the country , 
with the whole of our own local officers engaged in the execution of the works, 
which cause more correspondence precisely because they are not of a regular 
and scientific nature than would be necessary if they were so, with contractors, 
tradesmen, applicants for employments, and complaints of every description, 
from every variety of motive, and finally with the Irish Government and y oui 
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Lordships, from whom all authority in the first instance proceeds, and on whom 
all the results in the end press, are responsible to the public for the failure .or 
success of the measures adopted. Thus the correspondence alone has arisen to 
the receipt of more than 5,000 letters and returns on a single day, which have 
required five or six hours merely to open and distribute. The account branch 
has equally shared this pressure. The payments of an immense army in num- 
berless detachments, with all concomitant expenses of tools and staff, presents, 
indeed, the only analogy, but without the previous organization which a military 
body possesses. 

The banking establishments of the country have met our wants with the most 
laudable exertion and activity, the supply of specie has begun to adjust itself to 
the demand, but these would all have been insufficient without the most untiring 
and incessant toil in the accountant’s department at head quarters, and the 
work of these branches of correspondence and accounts has had to be performed 
for the greater part by untrained hands, rapidly brought together for the occa- 
sion. The examination of the schedules from Presentment Sessions, and col- 
lection and classification of facts which would enable us to approve or reject 
them, together -with the supply and distribution of maps and plans, has also 
required a considerable force. 

We have in all the numerous bearings and combinations of these different 
bodies endeavoured to anticipate difficulties by previous arrangement, and 
remove them rapidly as they arose, and we trust your Lordships will feel that 
this tribute to the labours of our Dublin officers is justly due to their exer- 
tions. 

We still witness with pain the most unfounded statements made by influen- 
tial persons, who possess the means of acquiring better information, because 
though such attacks and statements can always be met by facts and answered 
afterwards, they are eagerly echoed by the press, and create ill-will and con- 
fusion among the people whose very existence depends on their confidence in 
the immense efforts either made or in progress for their relief. That so gigantic 
an administration is wholly free from abuse, in some of its endless ramifications, 
no one can expect. 

Dram age. 

(Acts 5 and 6 Vic., c. 89 ; 8 and 9 Vic., c. 69 ; and 9 Vic., c. 4.) 
Applications received for drainage up to the 28thl ~ nn 

February, 1847 J 

Number received up to 31st January, 1847 . 468 



Showing the applications during February to be . 32 

Of this number, 24 are for thorough draining of the lands of individual 
proprietors to an extent of 21,000 acres, and eight for the drainage of lands by 
the sinking, &c., of rivers. The necessary surveys and examinations are being 
made. 

The employment on river drainage during the month has decreased in 
reference to the preceding month, as may be seen by the following abstract for 
the last six months : — 

verago Men 
pet Day. 

4,939 
7,783 
5,888 
4,822 
5,540 
3,855 



September, 40 districts; expenditure, £13,227 



October, 48 
November, 48 
December, 59 
January, 68 
February, 77 



19,587 

18,461 

16,717 

18,000 

14,869 



Fisheries. 

In our last Monthly Report we had occasion to record the commencement at 
least of success in those measures undertaken for the encouragement of the 
fisheries on the western shores of Ireland. These measures had been entered 
upon with the sanction of your Lordships with the double object of affording a 
present means of employment and subsistence to a numerous class of some of 
the most destitute inhabitants of the land, and of creating a permanent source 
of supply in a substantial and nutritious article of food. 
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We have already reported the establishment of three well-ordered curing- 
stations at Roundstone, Killybegs, and Belmullet. We have now to record a 
fourth. 

Your Lordships’ sanction having been received to the establishing a station for 
the curing of fish at Baltimore, in the county Cork, steps similar to those in the 
cases of the establishments on the western coast were immediately taken. Mr. 
James R. Barry (one of the Board’s inspectors), was directed to proceed at once 
to the spot, and from his report it will be seen that the most material preli- 
minary steps have been accomplished. An experienced curer has been engaged 
and an agent appointed. Even these steps have had their good effects already 
in giving rise to speculation of a private nature towards similar objects, but 
principally in calling forth some degree of hope and energy amongst the now 
destitute and desponding fishermen of the locality. 

By the report of our inspecting officer, Mr. Ffennell, which will be found in 
the Appendix, it will appear that the expected results from the establishment of 
these stations have been still retarded by the inclemency of the weather. There 
are, however, favourable grounds for the anticipation of success when fine and 
settled weather may set in, from the fact that at Killybegs the result of only 
four days’ fishing was the purchase by our agent of four tons weight of cod and 
ling, and in two days at Belmullet one and a half tons. 

This fish, which is purchased for about 41. per ton, can be sold when cured 
for above 6/., thus realizing a certain profit without either difficulty or exaction. 

Shannon Navigation. 

We have little more to add respecting the Shannon Works than what has 
been previously reported, during the winter months the operations being mostly 
suspended until the water in the river subsides, the only exception being the 
harbour at Foynes, the excavation for which has afforded considerable employ- 
ment, and the dredging of the shoals in the neighbourhood of Athlone, which 
are both proceeding very favourably. The new bridge at Carrick-on-Shannon 
has been opened for public use ; these, with the preparing of stone, and its con- 
veyance when dressed to the sites of the various works, complete the proceedings 
as regards the Shannon. 

Tire average number of persons employed daily during the month of February 
is 378, the total for the month being 9,067. 

Piers and Harbours. 

In the month of February operations have been commenced at the following 
places, the works being carried on by day-labour w r ith the Board’s overseers 
under the direction of the harbour engineer : — 

Carlingford, County Louth. 

Annalong, County Down. 

Arran Island, County Galway. 

Slade, County Wexford. 

We have held a meeting at Newcastle in the county of Down, and an assess- 
ment of 1,500/. on the district, for the re-construction of the pier there, has been 
assented to by the rate-payers. The final notice will be published, and contracts 
advertised for forthwith. 

The average number of persons employed daily on piers and harbours during 
the month of February is 276; the total being 6,631. 

Conclusion. 

In conclusion, we would only remark that, at the present moment, the object 
of greatest importance is, to enable the people to leave the Public Works, and 
till their own farm tenements, but, to effect this object, the labourers must be 
supplied with food, and perhaps persons holding land exceeding two acres in 
extent, should be removed from the Public Works in the first instance. As a 
preliminary, it w r ill probably be desirable to discontinue the system of task- 
work in all Poor Law Unions in which the new Temporary Relief Act, 10 Vic. 
c. 7, shall be in operation, and limit the pay of labouring men to the minimum 
rate of 8d. per day, which will have the effect of inducing them to receive food 



See Fishery Series. 



H., p. 215. 
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instead of money wages, and also to accept employment from the farmers at U. 
per day. This is at present offered in vain, because the men employed on the 
road works, on account of their numbers, can rarely be sufficiently attended to, 
and are consequently suffered to idle ; as well as because where task-work has 
been introduced merely as a means of affording higher wages, in the first instance, 
the ordinary prices of manual work have been gradually increased, to enable the 
increasing numbers of inexperienced, ill-fed or unwilling labourers still to earn 
from Is. to Is. 6d. per day. 

This is a sad, but unfortunately a faithful picture of the system, the gradual 
introduction of which has been forced on the engineers and overseers of the 
Board, by the peculiar circumstances in which they are placed, being obliged 
to receive all persons, no matter how old, decrepid, or weak, whose names remain 
on the list after its scrutiny by the Relief Inspecting Officer, and to provide them 
with employment at prices which will enable each to earn sufficient to support 
himself, as well as the several individuals' dependent on him for sustenance. 
Such circumstances have naturally introduced a laxity in the system, and, in 
several of the most impoverished districts, task-work has, to a certain degree , 
become nominal, the labourers idle, coming late to the works, and leaving 
early, alleging that being employed by task, their time was their own, though 
on the pay-day all expect to receive, at least Is. for every day they have been on 
the works. Though fully alive to the evil effects which must follow from such 
a system, we feel that as long as the number of the destitute continue to increase 
as they have done, at the rate of about 20,000 persons per week, and as long as 
every person sent to the work must be employed, and, no matter how idle, 
cannot be dismissed, except on account of insubordination or outrage, the over- 
seers, the greater number of whom have been necessarily taken from the sur- 
rounding country, are unable, perhaps sometimes unwilling, to enforce regula- 
rity or system, in works executed by a mass of unskilful and frequently weak, 
and even dying creatures. This is matter of regret, but not reproach. We 
feel, that fully as much has been accomplished as could have been expected, 
when the condition of the people and the adverse circumstances by which our 
large and imperfect establishment is surrounded, are taken into consideration. 
No doubt, when the whole of the aged, the decrepid, and the weak have been 
removed from the roads, and provided with food under the new arrangements, 
the works will present a very different aspect, hut still we are of opinion that 
during the months of March and April, and part of May, it will be desirable to 
keep down the public wages, so as to induce the labourers to engage with the 
farmers in agricultural works, in preference to remaining with us. All our 
arrangements for these purposes will of course be made in concurrence with the 
Relief Commission. The stoppage of works, or reduction of wages, must be 
gradual and progressive, not sudden and simultaneous, and always deferred 
till other means of providing subsistence have been brought into operation. 

The injurious effect of the present system of employment on the roads, as 
already noticed, has been felt, not only by farmers, but by the officers of the 
Board employed in carrying out Drainage works under Mr. Labouchere’s letter. 
In several districts, the labourers refusing to work at fair prices by task, left the 
Drainage, and went to the roads, on which of course they were not received, and 
when returning to the Drainage, partly from weakness, but in many cases from 
unwillingness, they earned but small wages, though the prices were ample, 
more especially where several proprietors who undertook the Drainage, parti- 
cularly in the county of Limerick, of their own accord, had requested that the 
prices might be increased, and that they would be satisfied to diminish the ex- 
tent of the land to be drained, for the sum presented, the repayment of Which 
has been guaranteed by them. 

Much has been said on the cost of superintendence ; we can only again and 
again call attention to the facts, and place them prominently forward in our 
Reports. But it is worthy of remark, that while, on the one hand, we are 
assailed for a too extensive superintendence, we are on the other, in daily receipt 
of representations from the resident gentry and others, of the insufficiency of 
the number to control the people employed. 
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Return showing the Amounts Presented and Recommended under the Act 9 and 10 Viet, cap 107 U *l ,, f 
the 2Sih February, 1847, inclusive. ' rora the 4th s |. 



£. s. d. 

Total 911,922 8 6 

Add amount presented for Roads under the Letter . . 134,203 6 9 



£1,052,125 15 3 



Counties anil Baronies. 


Number and Amount 
Presented. 


Number and Amount 
Recommended. 


Counties and Baronies. 


Number and Amount 
Presented. 


Number and Aaoffl. 
Recommended. 












PROVINCE OF LEINSTER. 
















Carlow. 


No. 


£. 


s. 


d. 


No. 


£. 


s. 


d. 


King’s Co. — contd. 


No. 


£. 


s. 


d. 


No. 


£. 




Carlow .... 










5 


520 


0 


0 


Clonlisk .... 


38 


5,101 


10 








Forth .... 


21 


1,533 


0 


0 
























idrone, East . . 

Idrone, West . . 
















































Garrycaslle . . . 










9 


523 


* 


Rathvill} .... 


















Geashill .... 


10 


2,132 


12 






o 0 


St. Mullins, Upper . 
St. Mullins, Lower. 

Drogheda . . . 


















Kilcourcey . . . 

Philipstown, Lower 
Philipslown, Upper 


17 


2,324 


15 


6 
























Warrenslown . . 
















Dublin- 


















Longford. 
















Balrothery, East . 


















Ardugh .... 


44 


3,409 


12 


3 








Balrothery, West . 




























Castlekuock . . . 

Coolock .... 


















Longford .... 
Moydow .... 


48 


4,512 


0 


0 


41 


3,662 


0 0 




































Nethercross . . . 

Newcastle . . . 


















Shrule 


30 


3,393 


0 


0 








Rath down . . . 


39 


4,550 


0 


0 


39 


3,440 


0 


0 


















Uppercross . . . 


21 


3,145 


0 


0 


20 


1,645 


0 


0 


















Dublin City. . . 


















Dundalk, Lower . 
Dundalk, Upper . 










;; 






Kildare. 


















Ferrard .... 
Louth 
















Carbury .... 
Clane 










4 


149 


10 


0 


Meath. 
















Connell .... 
Ikeathy and Oughte- 










1 


200 


0 


0 


Deece, Lower . 
Deece, Upper . 


5 

1 


525 

1,135 


0 

0 


0 


5 


525 


0 0 




































Kilcuilen .... 
Kilkea and Moone. 
Naas, North . . 
Naas, South . . .' 
Narraghand Reban, 










10 

io 

8 


400 

810 

960 


0 

6 

0 


0 

0 

0 


Duleek, Upper 
Dunboyne . 
Fore 

Kells, Lower . 
Kells, Upper . 


16 

6 

23 


2,860 

4,550 

5,245 


0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 


22 


2,785 


0 0 


Narragh and Reban, 


















Lune .... 
Morgallion 


28 


4,470 


0 


0 


2 


600 


0 0 


Offaly, East . . . 
Offaly, West. . . 
Salt, North . . . 
Salt, South . . . 










1 








Moyfenrath, Lower 


15 


1,910 


0 


0 


15 


1,610 


0 0 










150 


0 


0 


Moyfenrath, Upper 
Navan, Lower . 
Navan, Upper . 
Ratoath 


20 


3,749 


0 


0 


8 

1 

15 


815 

80 

1,310 


0 0 
0 0 
0 0 




















Skreen .... 










4 


370 


0 0 


Kilkenny. 


















Slane, Lower . 
Slane, Upper . 










2 


400 


o (1 


Cullan .... 


























2 


300 


0 o 


Crannagh . . . 
Fassadinin . . . 










2 


300 


0 


0 


Queen’s County. 
















Galmoy .... 


















Ballyadams . . 


18 


1,670 


0 


0 








Gowran .... 


47 


17,331 


0 


0 


49 


8,260 






Ulaudonagh 














Ida 


80 


11,549 


10 










• Clamiallagh 
















Iverk 


63 


7,177 


0 


0 


1 


6,000 




0 


Cullenagh . . 




• 












Kells 














Maryborough, East 










14 


872 


0 o 


Knocktopher . . 
Shillelogher . . . 


















Maryborough, West 
Portnakinch . 


27 


3,740 


0 


0 
























Slievemargy 










13 


1,270 


0 


Kilkenny City . 


















Stradbally . . 

Tinnahinch 
















King’s County. 


















Upperwoods . 
















Ballyboy .... 


14 


1,971 


0 


0 










Westmeath. 
















Bally biitt . . . 










1 


100 


0 


0 


















Ballycowan . . . 










3 


186 


0 


0 


Clonlonan . 


■■ 
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Return showing the Amounts Presented and Recommended under the Act 9 and 10 Viet. cap. 107, &c .—continued. 



Counties aud Baronies. 


Number and Amount 
Presented. 


Number and Amount i 
Recommended. 1 


Counties aud Baronies. 


Number and Amount 
Presented. 


Number aud Amount 
Recommended. 






PROVINCE OF LEINSTER — continued. 


Westmeath — contd. 


No. 


£. s. d. 


No. 


£. s. d. | 


W EXFORD — contd. 


No. 


£. s. d. 


No. 


£- s. d. 


Corkaree . • 










Forth . . . . 






i 


180 0 0 


Delvin • • 










Gorey .... 






2 


900 0 0 


Farbill . . • • 








• • 


Scarawalsh 






O! 


1,200 0 0 


Fartullagh . . 










Shelburne . 






18 


1,561 0 0 


Fore .... 


29 


1,303 0 0 






Shelmaliere, East . 






1 


10O 0 0 


Kilkenny, West . 










Sbelmaliere, West 










Movashel and Mag- 




















lieradernon. 
Movcashel . 








. 


Wicklow. 










Movgoish . 










Arklow 


24 


3,453 4 7 


24 


2,586 4 7 


Rat'hconrath . . 


ii 


3,152 0 0 


4 


300 0 0 


Ballinacor, North . 






12 


1,453 S 0 












Bullinacor, South . 






1 


180 0 0 
































Rathdown . 










Ballaghkeen . 






4 


396 0 0 


Shillelagh . 


18 


2,829 2 0 






Bantry 










1 albotstown, Lower 


29 


1,515 0 0 


29 


1,455 6 0 


Barg)' .... 






1 


100 6 O 


Talbotstown, Upper 
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Clare. 


















Kerry — continued. 
















Buuratty, Lower . 










28 


3,165 


4 


0 


Iraghticonnor . 


91 


36,735 


0 


0 


59 


S,600 


0 


Bunrattv, Upper . 










2 


300 


0 


0 


Iveragh 










4 


660 


0 


Burren . . 










33 


6,200 


0 


0 


Maguuihy . 










14 


3,150 


0 


Clonderalaw . 










52 


5,940 


0 


0 


Trughanacmy . 


10 


15,800 


0 


0 


12 


3,150 


0 


Corcomroe . 










16 


3,520 


0 


0 
















Ibrickan 


















Limerick. 
















Inchiquin . 
Islands 
Moyurta . 
Tulla, Lower . 
Tulla, Upper . 


















Clanwilliam . . . 










1 


110 


0 


112 


39,196 


0 


0 


103 

35 


14,716 

6,912 


6 

0 


0 

0 


Connellu, Lower . 
Connello, Upper 
Coonagh .... 
Coshlea .... 


66 

84 


25,430 

36,009 


0 

0 


0 

0 


16 

11 


2,844 

1,375 


0 

0 










21 


4,460 


0 


0 


12 


11,850 


0 


0 


1*8 


2,305 


0 




















Coshma .... 


51 


8,801 


12 


0 






Cork. 


















Glenquin .... 
















Bantry .... 
Barretts . . 

Barrymore 
Bear .... 
Carberry East, E.D. 
Ditto, W. D. 


86 

47 


17,392 

48,940 


0 

0 


0 

0 


9 

40 

5 

5 

20 

9 


1,950 

4,567 

190 

1,550 

2,919 

3,850 


0 
' 0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Kenry .... 
Kilmallock, Lib. of . 
Owneybeg . . . 
Pubblebrien . . . 
Shanid .... 
Small County . . 


30 

58 


6,276 

10,112 


10 

10 


0 

0 


i6 

35 

3 

49 


2,580 

4,118 

600 

4,968 


0 

15 

0 

0 


Carberry West, E. D. 

Ditto, W. D 
Condons and Clan- 
gibbon. 










28 

6 


5,922 

3,513 


0 

10 


0 

0 


Limerick Cirr . . 
































Tipperary. 
















Cork .... 


51 


13,635 


0 


0 


1 


200 


0 


0 


Clanwilliam . . . 


141 


18,123 


15 


8 


3 


1,110 


0 


Courcevs . 
















Eliogarty .... 


144 


21,165 


0 


0 








Duhallow . 










2 


555 


0 


0 


Iffa and Offa, East. 










10 


4,216 


0 


Fermoy 


















Iffa and Offa, West. 










5 


6,380 


0 


Ibane and Barryroe 










29 


5,396 


0 


0 


Ikerrin .... 










2 


363 


0 


Imokilly 




21,029 


0 


0 


102 


14, 11C 


0 


0 


Kilnamanagh, Lower 
















Kerrvcurrihy . 










9 


1,073 


0 


0 


Kilnnmanagh, Upper 










66 


6,419 


0 


Kinaiea 












260 


0 


0 


Middlethird . . . 
















Kinalmeaky . 










2 


290 


0 


0 


Ormond, I.ower. , 
















Kinnatalloon . 










16 


973 


16 


0 


Ormond, Upper. . 
















Kinsale 










5 


1,360 


0 


0 


Ownevaud Arra 
















Muskerrv, East 


39 


7,535 


0 


0 


• 4 


156 


10 


0 


Slievardagh . . . 
















Muskerrv, West . 










5- 


1,440 


0 


0 
















On-ery and Kilmore 


61 


12,677 


0 


0 


61 


6,238 


10 


0 


Waterford. 
















Cork, City of 










2 


2,000 


0 


0 


Coshmoreand Cosh- 
bride. 

Decies within Drum 


60 


5,945 


0 


0 








Kerry. 


















Decies without Drum 












- 




Clanmaurice . 
Corkaguiny 
Dunkerron, North 
Dunkerron, South 


59 

46 


18,720 


0 

0 


0 

0 


66 
• 1 

3 


9,659 

60 

800 

770 


0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 


Gaultiere .... 
Glenahiry . . . 
Middle hird . . . 
Upperthird . . . 


16 


950 


0 


0 


52 

31 


■ • 

5,653 16 
5,146 10 


Gleuarought . . 


40 


19,020 


0 


0. 


25 


6,200 


0 


0 


Waterford City . 










4 


700 


0 



2 E 2 
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Return showing the Amounts Presented and Recommended under the Act 9 and 10 Viet. cap. 107, & c —continued 

Counties and Baronies. C.untie. „d Butoni.e. 



Antrim, Lower . 
Antrim, Upper . 
Belfast, Lower . 
Belfast, Upper . 
Cary .... 
Dunluce, Lower . 
Dunluce, Upper. 
Glenarm, Lower. 
Glenarm, Upper 
Kilconway . . 
Massereene, Lower 
Massereene, Upper 
Toome, Lower . 
Toome, Upper '. 



Belfast Town 
Carricefergus 



Armagh . . . 
Fews, Lower . 
Fews, Upper 
Oneilland, East 
Oneilland, West . 
Orior, Lower 
Orior, Upper 
Tiranny . . . 



Cavan. 

Castlerahan . . 
Clankee . . . 
Clanmahon . . 
Loughtee, Lower 
Loughtee, Upper 
Tullygarvey . . 
Tullyhaw . . . 
Tullyhunco . . 



Donegal. 
Banagh . . . 
Boylagh . . . 
Inishowen, East . 
Kilmacrenan 
Raphoe . . . 
Tirhngh . . . 
Inishowen, West 



PROVINCE OF ULSTER. 



18 3,360 0 0 .. 



5,034 2 3 20 1,639 16 3 



5. d. 


Down. 


No. 


£. s. d. 


No. 


£■ 




Ards 












Castlereagh, Lower. 












Castlereagh, Upper. 












DufFerin .... 












Iveagh, Lower . . 












Ivengh, Upper . . 












Kinelarty ... 












Lecale .... 












Lordship of Newry . 












Mourne .... 












Fermanagh. 












Clanawley . . . 


•• 




1 


200 0 




Clankellv. . . . 






13 






Coole 






4 


405 0 




Knockninny . . . 






10 


1,250 0 




Lurg 


37 


10,690 0 0 


2 


600 0 




M agheraboy . . 


10 


8,350 0 0 








Magherastephana . 






29 


2,355 0 




Tirkennedy . . 






12 


895 0 




Londonderry. 












Coleraine .... 












Coleraine, N. E. 






1 


80 0 




Lib. of. 










0 0 


Keenaght. . . . 






1 


95 3 




Londonderry, N. W. 












Lib. of. 












Loughinsholin . . 












Tirkeeran . . . 










16 3 














Monaghan. 












Cremorne . . . 


28 


39,196 15 9 


26 


220 0 


0 0 


Dartree .... 


40 


56,093 0 0 






0 0 


Farnev .... 










0 0 


Monaghan . . . 


33 


10,228 0 0 


38 


5,600 0 




Trough .... 


23 


6,720 0 0 


23 


4,650 0 




Tyrone. 










0 o 


Clogher .... 










0 0 


Dungannon, Upper. 










7 11 


Dungannon, Middle 












Dungannon, Lower. 












Omagh, East. . . 












Omagh, West . . 










0 0 


Strabane, Upper . 






8 


313 10 






: 




_ 


— 



PROVINCE OF CONNAUGHT. 



Galway — continued . 



3,170 0 0 ! 
12,563 0 0 ; 



2 . 237 10 0 

7 1,985 0 0 
5 310 0 0 

18 2,440 0 0 
16 2,902 4 0 

3 117 10 0 



Loughrea . 
Moycnllen . 
Ross 
Tiaquin 



26 2,413 0 
1 -200 0 



27 3,340 0 0 
3 600 0 0 



Carrigallen. 
Drumahaire 
Leitrim 
Mohill . . 

Rosclogher 



i,900 0 0 
,175 0 0 
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Return showing the Amounts Presented aud Recommeuded under the Act 9 and 10 Viet. cap. 107, &c. — continued. 





Number and Amount 


Number and Amount ! 


Counties and Baronies, i 


Presented. 


Recommended. 





Number and Amount 


| Number and Amount 




Presented. 


1 Recommended. 



PROVINCE OF CONNAUGHT — continued. 



Mayo. 


No. 


£. s. d. 


No. 


£. s. d. 


Burrishoole 


81 


26,000 0 0 


84 


10,291 0 0 


Carra . . • 

Clanmorris . . 






2 


363 0 0 


Costello . . 


106 


32,240 0 0 


21 


3,S70 0 0 


Erris . 

Gallen . . • • 


136 


25,169 0 O 






Kilmaine . 






19 


3,67i 0 0 


Murrisk 
Tirawley . . 


94 


10,000 0 0 






Roscommon. 
Athlone . • 






13 


3,464 16 0 


Ballintober, North . 
Ballintober, South . 


39 


10,120 0 0 


7 


2,638 0 0 


Ballymoe . 






3 


270 0 0 



Roscommon — conlnd. 


No. 


£. s. d. 


No. 


£. s. d. 


Boyle .... 
Castlereagb 






5 


2,337 0 0 


Frenchpark 






3 


775 15 0 


Moycarn . 






12 


2,183 0 0 


Roscommon . . 






13 


2,597 5 8 


Sligo. 










Carbury . . . 






27 


5,833 2 6 


Coolavin 






5 


1,700 0 0 


Corran .... 


38 


16,900 0 0 


6 


1,420 0 0 


Levny .... 






IS 


3,689 0 0 


Tireragli . . . 


54 


10,665 0 0 


3 


1,000 0 0 


TirerriE . . . 






12 


3,650 0 0 


Total . . 


3513 


917,922 8 6 


2544 


387,101 7 3 



(C.) 



Return showing the Amounts Presented and Recommended under Mr. Lab ouch e re’s Letter, from the 4th to 
the 28th February, 1847, inclusive. 



£. s. d. 

Including Roads and Reproductive Works .... 145,235 13 2i 

Deduct Amount presented for Roads 134,203 6 9 



£ 11,032 6 



5 



Counties and Baronies. 



Number and Amount 
Presented. 



Number and Amount 
Recommended. 



Counties aud Baronies. 



Number and Amount 
Presented. 



Number and Amount 
Recommended. 



- PROVINCE OF LEINSTER. 



Carlow. 


No. 


£. 


s. d. 


No. 


£. 


s. 


d. 


Kildare — continued. 


No. 


£. j. 


d. 


No. 


£. 


5 . 


a. 


Carlow .... 








5 


420 


0 


0 


Naas, North . . 
















Forth .... 








1 


100 


0 


0 


Naas, South 
















Idrone, East . 








5 


1,234 


9 


10 


Narraghand Reban, 
















Idrone, West . 








3 


900 


0 


0 


East .... 
















Rathvilly .. 








20 


1,955 


0 


0 


Narragh and Reban, 
















St. Mullins, Upper 
















West. . 
















St. Mullins, Lower 








123 


12,762 


0 


0 


Offaly, East 
































Offaly, West . 
















Drogheda 
















Salr, North 






■ 


























Salt, South 
















Dublin. 
































Balrothery, East 
















Kilkenny. 
















Balrothery, West . 








2 


132 


0 


0 


Callan .... 










91 






Castleknock 
















Crannagh . 










575 


16 


5 


Coolock. 
















Fassadinin 








6 




17 


4} 


Dublin .... 
















Galraoy 
































Gowran 
















Newcastle . 










230 


0 


0 










3 


1,027 


17 


4 


























6 


1,784 


13 


6 


Uppercross . 
















Kells .... 








2 


330 


19 


4 


















Knocktopher . 


29 


2,708 


0 0 


21 




2 


2 


Dublin City . . 
















Shillelogher . . 








1 


276 


lo 


2 


Kildare. 
















Kilkenny City . 
















Carbury 
















King’s County. 
















Clonnell 
































ikeathy and Oughter- 
















Ballybrit . 


48 


3,336 


0 0 


40 


2,914 


8 




any . 


















44 


4,186 


8 84 










Kilcullen . 
















Clonlisk 








9 


878 


8 


0 


Kilkea and Moone' . 
















Coolestown . . 

















Tinted image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




20S BOARD OF WORKS. 

Return showing the Amount Presented and Recommended under Mr. Labouchere’s Letter, & c. continued 



Counties and Baronies. 



Number and Amount 
Presented. 


Number and Amount 
Recommended. 


Counties and Baronies. 


Number and Amount 
Presented. 



Number and Ai 



PROVINCE OF LEINSTER — continued. 



King’s County — ctd 


No. 


£. s. d. 


No. 


. £. s. 


Eglish .... 
Garrycastle 


91 


7,110 V 1 


85 


3,398 6 


GeashiU 






5 


311 0 


Kilcoursey . 






4 


340 0 


Philipstown Lower 


11 


1,534 10 0 






Philipstown U pper 






20 


2,143 11 


Warrenstown . . 










Longford. 










Ardagh 






2 


150 0 


Granard 






9 


1,517 0 


Longford . 










Moydow 










Rathcline . 


69 


5,323 0 0 






Shrule .... 










Louth. 

Ardee .... 
Dundalk, Lower . 






2 


300 0 


Dundalk, Upper . 






Ferrard 

Louth .... 










Meath. 
Deece, Lower . 
Deece, Upper . , 










Duleek, Lower . 
Duleek, Upper 










Dunboyne . 

Fore .... 
Kells, Lower . 
Kells, Upper . . 










Lune .... 
Morgallion 










Moj'fenrath, Lower 
Moyfenrath, Upper 










Navan, Lower . 
Navau, Upper . 










Ratoath 

Skreen .... 










Slane, Lower . 










Slane, Upper . 










Queen’s County. 
Ballyadams 
Clandonagh 








1,122 0 



d. 


Queen’s Co. — contd. 


No. 


£. s. d. 


No. 


£ i. 




Clarmallagh 






7 




7 


Cullen agh . 






3 




0 


Maryborough, East 










0 


Maryborough, West 






4 






Portnahinch . 






6 




9 


Slievemargy 












Straclbally . 






5 






Tinnahinch 












Upper woods . 






4 


840 0 


0 


Westmeath. 












Brawny 












Cloulonan . 












Corkaree . 


34 


964 3 0 








Delvin .... 












Farbil .... 












Fartullagh . 






12 


943 6 




Fore .... 












Kilkenny, West . 






9 


576 i 


0 


Moyashel and Mag- 












heradernon . 






5 






Moycashel . 






91 


2,852 14 




Moygoish . 












Rathconrath 












Wexford. 












Ballaghkeen 






8 


735 4 




Bantry .... 






3 


976 8 




Bargy .... 












Forth . 












Gorey .... 






11 


883 0 




Scarawalsh 






4 


600 0 




Shelburne . 


71 


13,891 0 0 








Shelmaliere, East . 






1 


150 0 




Shelmuliere, West 








• • 




Wicklow. 












Arklow 






3 


1,479 0 




Baliinacor, North . 












Balliuucor, South . 






3 


1,101 2 




Newcastle . 












Rathdown . 






11 


646 4 




Shillelagh . 












Talbotstuwn, Lower 










0 


Talbotstowu, Upper 






4 


1,252 4 




PROVINCE OF MUNSTER. 



Clare. 












— 




. — 


' 


Bunratty, Lower . 
Bunratty, Upper . 




* • 






Bantry • . . - ■ . 

Barretts 






10 


3,640 


Clonderalaw 
Corcomroe . 










Barrymore . 

Bear .... 
Carberry East, E. D. 




■ * 






Inchiquin . 










Ditto W. D. 

Carberry West, E. D. 








650 












Ditto W.D. 






3 


Tulla, Lower . 
Tulla, Upper . . 










Condons and Clan- 
gibbon . 

Cork .... 






10' 


2,107 
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Return showing the Amount Presented and Recommended under Mr. Labouchere’s Letter, &c. continued. 



ities and Baronies. ! Counties and Baronies. I Numterand Amount Number and Amount 

“• f Presented. Recommended. 



Clanwilliam 
Connello, Lower 
Connello, Upper 
Cuonagli . 
Coshlea . . 

Coshma 
Glenquin . 



Belfast Town 

Caerickfergos 

Armagh. 

Armagh 

Bews, Lower . 

Upper . 
Gneilland, East 



PROVINCE OF MUNSTER — continued. 



Cork— continued. No. 



£. s. < 
32,599 0 



d. No. £. 


s. 


d. | Limerick — contd. No. 


£. 


s. 






Kenry . . . . 










Kilmallock, Liberty 






9 2,386 


18 11 of. 










Owneybeg . . ... 










Pubblebrien 










Shanid .... 72 


15,074 10 


49 3,717 


0 


0 Small County . 






j 5 | 916 11 


7 Limerick Citt . 










Tippkrart. 










Clanwilliam . . 










Eliogarty 








. 


Iffa and Offa, East 










Iffa and Offa, West 










Ikerrin 










Kilnamanagb, Lower . . 










Kilnamanagh, Upper . . 










Middlethird 










Ormond, Lower . 










Ormond, Upper . 81 


6,223 


0 






Owney and Arra . 






1 200 


0 


0 Slievardagh . . . . 






9*548 61,055 


3 


Waterford. 










Coshmore and Cosh- . . 










bride. 










Decies within Drum 80 


6,038 


16 






Decies without Drum 96 


10,869 


0 






■Gaultjere 






2 .350 


0 


0 Glenahiry 






0 . . 




Middlethird . . 










Upperthird . . 






0 21 3,485 


0 


0. Waterford City 







PROVINCE OF ULSTER. 



Oneilland, West 
Orior, Ixiwer . 
Orior, Upper . 
Tiranny . 



1,331 19 0 
622 4 0. 
1,045 8 0 



Castlerahan 
i Clankee 
Clanmahon 
1 Lough tee,' Lower 
Loughtee, Upper 
I Tullvgarrey . 
j Tullyhaw' . 

; TulJyhunco 



j Banagh 
! Boylagh 
| Inishowen, East 
: Inishowen, West 
; Kilmacrenan . 

■ Raphoe 
I Tirhugh 



24 2,491 10 10 
85 9,330 0 0 



11 7,529 15 0 
2 180 0 0 
i 64 5,276 0 0 
! 36 4,185 0 0 
120 11,202 0 0 



26 3,361 10 0 

68 5,212 9 4 



22 2,120 0 0 

1 169 7 0 
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Presentments and Recommendations under Mr. Labouchere's Letter, &c. — continued. 



Counties and Baronies. 


Number and Amount 
Presented. 


Number and Amount 
Recommended. 


Counties and Baronies. 


Number and Amount 
Presented. 


Number and Amon* 
Recommended. 


PROVINCE OF ULSTER — continued. 




Down. 


No. 


£. 


s. d. 


No. 


£. s. d. 


Londonderry — cont. 


No. 


£. s. d. 


No. 


£. «. i 


Ards .... 












Keenagbt . 










Castlereagh, Lower 












Londonderry, N. W., 










Castlereagh, Upper 












Liberty of. 




1,514 1 3 


63 




Dufferin 












Loughinsholin . 


106 


5,432 1 } 


Iveagh, Lower 












Tirkeferan . 










Iveagh, Upper 
Kinelarty . . . 

Lecale .... 












Monaghan. 










Lordship of Newry 












Cremorne . 






2 


29 19 10 


Moume ... 






' 


2 


331 2 0 


Dartree 

Faruey . • • 








3,563 14 2 


Fermanagh. 












Monaghan . 










Clanawley . 
Clankelly 












Trough ... 










Coole .... 
Knockninny . . 












Tyrone. 










Lurg .... 








. . 




Clogher . . . 










Magherabny 












Dungannon, Upper 






13 


836 18 4 


Magherastephana . 












Dungannon, Middle 






8 


584 2 6 


Tirkennedy 












Dungannon, Lower 
Omagh, East . 










Londonderry. 












Omagh, West . 










Coleraine . . , 








3 


233 11 6 


Strabane, Lower . 






11 


3,878 14 9 


Coleraine, N. E., 








9 


392 14 0 


Strabane, Upper . 






24 


1,546 14 4 


Liberty of. 





















PROVINCE OF CONNAUGHT. 



Galway. 



Aran . 
Athenry 
Ballvmoe . 
Ballynahinch 
Clare . 
Clonmacuowen 
Dunkellin . 
Dunmore . 
Galway 
Kilconnell . 
Killian . 
Kiltartan . 
Leitrim 
Longford . 
Loughrea . 
Moycullen . 
Ross 
Tiaquin 



59 



Galway Town . . , 



Leitrim. 

Carrigallen 

Drumahaire 

Leitrim 

Mohill . . . 

Roscloghet . 



Mayo. 

Burrishoole . . 

Carra 









Mayo — continued. 




















Clanmorris . . 

Costello 










13 


2,110 16 9 








Erris .... 










2 


350 0 0 








Gallon .... 
Kilmaine . . . 

M urrisk 










31 


4,100 5 4 








Tirawley . 










21 


3,561 I 0 








Roscommon. 














2 


1 


1,945 9 0 


Athlone 

Ballintober, North. 




















Ballintober, South . 
Ballymoe . 










i 

31 


300 0 0 








Bovle .... 










5,989 0 0 








Castlereagh . ' . 










2 


250 0 0 








Frenchpark 
Moycam' . . . 

Roscommon 










31 










Sligo. 




















Carbury 
Coolavin . 

Corran. .... 




















Leyny .... 
Tireragh . . . 










18 


2,456 6 1 








Tirerrill ... 












‘ ' _ 








Roads and Repro-1 
ductive Works .J 


1061 


145,235 


13 


24 


1635 


188,160 0 6 




’5 


1,194 2 10* 
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(D.) 

The Total Sum Presented for and Sanctioned on Reproductive Works from the 1st September, 
1846, to the 28th February, 1847, has been as follows: — 





Number of 
Sessions. 


Number of 
Presentments. 


Amount Presented. 


Amount Sanctioned. 


Leinster 


66 


765 


£. s. d. 

125,215 17 9 


£. s. d. 

45,170 15 3 


Munster 


29 


398 


86,203 13 7 


41,387 0 6 


Ulster . 


28 


960 


135,041 0 11 


54,607 14 8 


Connaught . 


11 


243 


34,147 7 1 


11,204 14 4 




134 


2,366 


386,607 19 4 


152,370 4 9 






Number of 
Sessions. 


| Number of 
Presentments. 


Amount 

of Presentments. 


Leinster 


6 


23 


£. «. d. 

3,695 11 10* 


Munster 


5 


29 


4,673 16 0 


Ulster . 


1 


51 


2,662 18 7 


Connaught . 








12 


103 


j 11,032 6 5J 



(F.) 

EXTRACTS FROM REPORTS OF CONDUCTING ENGINEERS, 
Province of Ulster. 

Mr. John Frazer, County Down. 

Barony of Mourne. — When the works at Dunmore Hill were stopped, there was some 
grumbling ; but when the works, by order of the Board, were resumed, the people were very 
thankful ; and now, not only here, but throughout the barony, the labourers seem pretty well 
satisfied. There is a wish to have higher wages, and many of the able-bodied labourers have 
gone to the railways in England and Scotland. What the people want is plenty of work, and 
at such a rate of wages as would give food to themselves and families. There should be em- 
ployment cut out, so as to keep the people busy with the coming harvest. 

Barony of Upper Iveagli, Lower Half. — At the commencement there was rather a mur- 
muring in respect of task-work ; however I endeavoured to point out the advantage of task- 
work over daily wages, and showed the men that they ought not to rest or be satisfied with a 
shilling per day, but to exert themselves and earn more money ; nearly in every case this has 
had the desired effect, and at the present those that formerly earned lar. per day, have lately 
earned Is. 3 d. to Is. 6r l. to Is. 9 d. per day. 

Barony ofNcwry. — No complaint worth stating ; at first, on opening quarries, some little 
confusion as to getting proper implements, but at present we are proceeding very well. 

General Report on those Baronies. — Herewith you have the monthly return of February, 
1847, for the baronies of Mourne, Newry, and Upper lveagh, lower half. Generally this 
county has not much destitution. In the neighbourhood of Belfast at. Ballymacarrelt, (a 
suburb of Belfast,) there are some persons badly off, but the gentry aud inhabitants of the 
district have been very active in affording aid. 

_ The parts of the county of Down that most require assistance for the poor, lie in two direc- 
tions, namely, in a line from Newcastle by the sea, through the barony of Mourne up to Newry ; 
then from the town of Newry up by the towns of Rathfirland and Hilltown on to Castlewellan, 
making a bend round by Diemand, Ballinalnnch, Seaforde, and joining in upon Newcastle. 

In fact, in the mountainous district of the county, the proprietors of the barony of Xinnalachy, 
Mr. Forde and Mr. Ker, are living employment to the people by drainage measures under 

the Board of Works. ° 

The Marquis of Downshire is affording extensive employment out of his own private funds, 
and the Earl of Roden is doing the same. The new pier at Newcastle will create some labour 
in that quarter. There are many other gentlemen giving employment, but still the employ- 
ment given by all these sources is not sufficient. There ought to be some large trunk work 
that would run right through these poor districts ; for instance, a new line of post road from 
Downpatrick to Newry is very much required; this would go right through the district requir- 
ing aid; then there is a coast-road wanted round from Newcastle to Kilkeel; at least the 
improvements now being made under the Relief Works should be carried out and completed. 
This road would also °ive employment where required. Then from Rathfirland to Die- 
[B.W.2.] ° 2 F 



DOWN. 
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DOWN. mand a road is in being, but is notoriously hilly and bad, and here is a district very badly off 
for employment. In fact, in the neighbourhood of Diemand there is considerable destitution 
The people of the county of Down are orderly, peaceable, and wish to be amenable to the laws. 
To keep them so it would be of the greatest possible importance to give them employment, and 
that at a fair rate of wages. 

What the value of the employment should be it is not for me to say ; but be this as it may 
work should be procured, so as to enable the poor to maintain themselves and families at the 
present very pressing season. 

For so far the labourers on the works have conducted themselves very well. No violence 
has been attempted. Our pay-clerks can go in all directions without any protection from the 
constabulary. 



DONEGAL. '• Mr. H. White, County Donegal. 

Barony of Tirhugh and Banagh. — No complaints from labourers in these baronies. 

Extract from General Report on the above Baronies. — The works in this district are proceed- 
ing favourably, though but little is shown for the money expended; but when I consider the 
small degree of animal strength in the labourers, the want of competent overseers, (who are, 
for the most part, but the more intelligent of the labourers themselves,) and the hurry in which 
such works are necessarily commenced, I am surprised to find things proceeding so well as 
they even do. I find great difficulty in the system of task-work, the overseers being, in most 
cases, incompetent to direct the labourers how to proceed in the easiest and cheapest manner 
for themselves, whereby men, although most anxious to work hard and earn money, would he 
losers if paid at a reasonable price for the work executed. And at the same time, with a good 
overseer, who has some knowledge of his business, the men are enabled to earn more, and the 
work is done cheaper than on other roads where the labourers have not that advantage. 

The system I have been obliged to adopt, is to have the work measured as a check, and to 
allow the gaugers, who are evidently striving to do well, something more in proportion to the 
others. 

In the barony of Tirhugh a good deal of sowing and field work is going on among the 
larger farmers, and I think there is no disinclination shown to attend to the land. 

I am happy to report that in this district no disturbance has taken place ; the men are gene- 
rally patient and obedient. I was compelled lately to remove some men from one parish to 
another, and heard reports that an ill feeling existed ; hut which I believe originated more from 
the jealousy of the gentlemen of the county than from the labourers themselves. 



Mr. Arthur Ormsby, County Donegal. 

Barony of Emishowen, West. — Occasional complaints, arising from distance necessary to be 
travelled to site of works. 

Barony of Ennishoioen, East. — When a work is suspended for want of funds to continue it, 
the complaints made by the labourers are loud and general. 



CAVAN. 



Mr. Alexander Armstrong, County Cavan. 

Barony of Tullygarvey. — No complaints deserving note, and always redressed at once when 
well founded. 



ARMAGH. Mr. Henry Davison, County Armagh 

Barony of Armagh. — No complaints. The men, although returned as able-bodied, are, 
generally speaking, so badly fed, as not to be fit for any hard work. 

Mr. N. Shaw, County Armagh. 

Barony of Upper Fews. — The only complaint amongst the labourers is, that a sufficient 
number from each family are not allowed to go upon the works to enable them to purchase 
food enough. 

Barony of Upper Oriol. — Labourers generally complain of the low rate of daily wages, and 
they are most unwilling to work by task in many places. 



MONAGHAN. Mr. A. Harrison, County Monaghan. 

Barony of Trough. — No complaints made by the labourers in this barony. 

Barony of Monaghan. — No complaints, except that lOrf. per day is too little; but now that 
they are got to task-work and see that they can earn something more, they seem to be we 
satisfied. 



Mr. Robert Hill, County Monaghan. 
Barony of Cremome.— rWages too low. 
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Province of Monster. 

Mr. William Hilliard y County Cork. CORK. 

Barony of Kinnattalloon. — The only complaint made is a general one, that not more than 
one person is allowed from one house, and this by order from the inspecting officer. I have 
heard of no complaints, except those of persons suffering from starvation. All payments were 
regularly made by pay clerks. 

Barony of Ballymore.—No complaints, but that the wages they can draw, or will draw, will 
not meet the increased price of provisions. 

There are no complaints made by labourers, except of the scarcity of food and consequent 
dearness of it. The people are living, for the greater part, on one meal in the 24 hours, and, 
consequently, we have not what would have been called last May an able-bodied man on the 
works. The pressure on their minds occasioned by gloomy prospects and the dire distress and 
misery that they know so well remains at home after them, has completely broken their spirits. 

Insufficiency of employment, not more than one person being allowed to a family at or under 
seven members. 

The highest wages they can earn does not afford them sufficient food, and, in consequence, 
the workmen and their families are in the most abject state of want of day as well as night 
covering. 

Any articles they had that were worth selling have been either sold or pawned long since. 



Mr. W. H. M‘Intoshj County Cork. 

Barony of Bear. — Dissatisfied at being obliged to work. Think they shall get lOd. per day, 
whether they work or not. 

Extract from General Report on this Barony. — The destitution in this barony is daily in- 
creasing. The employment afforded by the works has hitherto warded off and alleviated in a 
great measure the distress, but, I am now obliged to dismiss numbers (in the parish of Kilca- 
therine) from No. 3. Of the 27,000 inhabitants of this barony, 26,000 are paupers, and in this 
large number, I believe, there are but 3500 able-bodied men. 

Of this number (3500) 500 work at the copper mines ; 1000 can and will support themselves 
and their families by fishing and some additional relief; about 500 more will be employed on 
the drainage, and 800 will be required for the cultivation of the soil; leaving 700 able-bodied, 
representing a population of 5000, to be provided for by employment on the Public Works. 

The barony is and has been perfectly peaceable ; the people are, in truth, completely servile, 
with all the accompanying vices, low cunning, a disposition to cheat, and a want of common 
honesty. 

Several complaints of non-payment of labour have been made ; but, on inquiry, I found, 
without exception, that the claimants had worked unauthorised by the list of the inspecting 
officer. 

The labourers who are willing to work are earning from Is. 2d. to Is. 6 d. per day, and are 
perfectly contented. I am sorry to state that in the eastern part of the barony (parish of 
Kilcaskan) some ill-disposed persons have persuaded the labourers that they will be paid 10d. 
a-day, whether they work or not, and, in consequence, the return is most unsatisfactory. 

In conclusion, I would take the liberty of suggesting these points as worthy of consideration, 
viz., the large amount of surplus labour, the almost total want of roads, the immense utility of 
further works of this character, not only as the best means of affording relief in this peculiarly 
circumstanced locality, but as opening up the very considerable resources of the barony, now 
almost completely undeveloped. 

Sir Thomas Deane , County of the City of Cork. 

No complaint of labourers in this district. 

Extract from General Report on the Work in this District. — The total number of men em- 
ployed on all the works under me in the city of Cork, up to this date, is 1446. 

There is yet great want of employment ; yet, as relief will now be given in another shape, I 
deem it right gradually to reduce the crowded state of the works, which, with having had to 
work through the short days of winter, as well as the wretched men I was compelled to employ, 
causes all calculation of amount of expenditure to be greatly exceeded. I have endeavoured 
to get the work done creditably, and, under the trying and melancholy circumstances, have 
done the best I could for the public. 

The poor employed under me are thankful. 



Mr. William A. Treacy, County Cork. 

Baronies of West Division of East Carbery, Xiltartan, Courceys, East Division of East 
Carbery, Kinalmeaky, Ibane , and Barryroe.— No complaints made by labourers in those 
baronies. 



Mr. A. Bernard, County Cork. 

Barony of Bantry. — The only complaints made by labourers are, that they are too weak to 
work hard, and that- any that have families cannot earn as much as can support them. 

Extract from General Report on the Works in this District. — There will be no work close to 
u 1 a m a 
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CORK. the town of Bantry in a few days, in consequence of a work on which the sum sanctioned will 
be expended ; and I shall be obliged to divide the destitute labourers through the works most 
convenient, though in many instances those works will be unavoidably four miles from the town 

I have thus entered into detail, as in the intended change of the system of relief it may, jn 
some measure, assist the Commissioners in deciding on road projects which may be laid before 
them hereafter. 

The labourers are generally contented and quiet, not offering any violence. Any spirit of 
insubordination that may have existed has totally disappeared, and they seem to give themselves 
completely to despair. 

The state of the country is wretched in the extreme ; there is no hope but on the Public 
Works ; and every day I hear of several being absent from cold and weakness, which is followed 
invariably by death. The spread of fever is rapid and fatal, and many are buried without coffins. 

The agriculture of the country is totally neglected ; the farmers are trying to get on the 
Public Works, and seem not at all to think of, or inclined to cultivate the ground, and are, in 
my opinion, in most instances incapable of procuring the necessary seed. 

The works in the barony (Bantry) will be executed for about twice the sum, as by con- 
tractors in ordinary years, but, considering the many disadvantages attending their construction 
it is not to be wondered at. 

1st. The numbers crowded on the works, and consequently the labour cannot be economized, 
with unwilling workmen, and, unavoidably, ignorant inefficient gaugers. 

2nd. The majority of the labourers are so feeble, they are not, even if willing, able to per- 
form near the task they would heretofore. 

3rd. The works being carried on during the shortest, and the five wettest, coldest, and most 
ill-adapted months in the year (particularly so in this locality) . However, in my opinion, the 
majority of the works being constructed in this barony (Bantry) will be of such a useful and 
certainly reproductive nature as would warrant the expenditure of a large amount. 



Mr. John Benson, County Corli. 

Baronies of Cork. Barretts, Kcrricurrihy, and Imokilly. — No complaints made by the 
labourers in those baronies. 

Barony of Kinnalea. — The labourers are generally satisfied. The only cause of complaint 
arises when they conceive their pay cut short ; this arises from the quantity of work not being 
done equally each week. They are well satisfied with the regularity of the payments and the 
measurements. No further complaints. 

. Barony of Kinsale. — The rate of wages inadequate to the price of provisions. 

TIPPERARY. Jfr. Charles S. Cooper, County Tipperary. 

Baronies of Middletkird, Slievardagh, Kilnamanagh Lower, and Clanwilliam. — The general 
complaint of the labourers is that their wages are too low. 

LIMERICK. Mr. William E. Maunsell, County Limerick. 

Barony of Upper Connell. — No complaints made by the labourers in the barony. 

Extract from General Report on this Barony. — In this barony the employment is very ex- 
tensive; 7159 to a population of 29,814, during the last week of February. The Committees 
still recklessly urge for more. No violence has been attempted on the works during the 
month ; but the engineer in charge reported to me yesterday a Whitefoot outrage of a daring 
character, in which two horses, the property of a pay clerk, were deliberately shot. The 
outrage, though committed against this officer of the Board, was not connected in any way 
with the Relief Works, but with the taking of a place or farm. 



Province of Leinster. 

Mr. F. Mahony, County Westmeath. 

Baronies of Moy ashell, Fartullagh , Moycashell, Farbill, Delvin, Rathconrath, Demifore, and 
Cocharee. — No complaints made by the labourers in those baronies. 

Barony of Moygoish. — No complaints against any officials, but. complaints made against 
the scarcity and dearness of provisions. 

Extract from General Report on those Baronies. — In forwarding my monthly report on the 
works carrying on in the nine baronies under my charge in this county, I beg, in the first 
place, to observe, that the works applied for at the Extraordinary Sessions have been generally 
of, what is usually termed, an unproductive nature : this term is, however, much misapplied. 

All works relating to roads are not necessarily unproductive; in some instances they are the 
most productive that can be undertaken ; and I can safely assert that, even in the county of 
Westmeath, the repairing of roads leading to extensive and populous districts, and leading to 
bogs, has been productive of the utmost good, and has afforded accommodation to a numerous 
class of persons, usually large holders of land, who have been paying cess for the maintenance of 
the public roads of the barony, but whose residence was so remote that they derived little or no 
advantage from them. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




BOARD OF WORKS. 



209 



T J. e £ e P airin 6 of ^ve-roads in these districts has given the accommodation to the inhabitants 

to which they were always entitled, having contributed to the public burdens as much as their 
more fortunate neighbours, but which accommodation was denied them until the Labour Rate 
Act came into operation. This has made the working of the Act popular with the farmers 
generally, and will prevent the repayment of the sum expended being looked upon as a burden 
The second class of works applied for was, the lowering of hills. The impossibility of carry- 
ing on works of this description during the winter, without inconveniences to travellers, has made 
the lowering ot hills rather unpopular. But that such works were not always considered of an 
unproductive nature, I can state, from my own knowledge, that, since I came to this county in 
1834, there has been at an average 1000Z. a-year presented by the Grand Jury for lowering 
hills in this county. J n 

The works have been generally, I may say, universally carried on by task ; the. prices allowed 
had to be much higher than the usual prices in the country. The shortness of the days the 
destitution and debility of labourers, and the excessive number that had, in some instance* to 
be employed, caused the works to cost at least 75 per cent, more than if let to contractors in the 
usual way. But, the object the Legislature contemplated has been attained without the usual 
farming operations, up to this, being interfered with by those who had the means of carrying them 
on ; and the system of task being generally pursued, has prevented that demoralization so much 
complained of. 

New roads have been few, and confined to four or five baronies : those applied for and sanc- 
tioned will be found useful when completed. 

Mr . Bland Hood Galland, County Westmeath. 

Baronies of Kilkenny West, Clonlonan, and Brawncy . — No complaints made by the labourers 
in these baronies. 



Mr. H. S. Lindsay, County Meath. 

Baronies of Upper Kells, Lower Kells, Upper Slane, Lower Slane, Lower Navan, Fore, and 
Moryallion. — No complaints, except an apparent unwillingness to go into task-work. 



Mr. S. Searanke, County Meath. 

Baronies of Shreen, Batoath, Lower Moyfenrath, Upper Moyfenrath, Lune, Upper Navan , 
Upper Duleek, Lower Deece, Upper Deece, and Lower Duleeh.—No complaints made by the 
labourers in those baronies. 

Extract from General Report on those Baronies. — With reference to the manner in which the 
labourers employed on the Relief Works in this district have conducted themselves, I beg to 
inform the Board that, with one exception, I have heard no complaints. The case I allude to, 
as the exception, occurred in connexion with a turn-out against task-work, on the hill of Grange, 
in the barony of Lower Deece, during which the labourers, in large bodies, perambulated tne 
country adjoining, calling on gentry and farmers in the vicinity, on whom, by the intimidation 
of numbers, they levied what I may term “black mail.” This occurred at the beginning of 
the month ; shortly after which they returned to their work, and have remained therein, behaving 
themselves very correctly since. 

There have been several turn-outs against task-work in different baronies, but I have received 
no information of the labourers having acted otherwise disorderly in consequence. 



Mr. James Bell, County Longford. 

Baronies of Rathcline, Moydon, Ardagh, and Granard. — N o complaints made by the labourers 
in these baronies. 

Barony of Alley shrule. — Complaining about not being permitted to absent themselves twice 
a-day to meals. 



Mr. John Neville, County Louth. 

Barony of Ardee. — The persons employed complain, as in the other baronies, that wages at 
the present price of food will not support their families. 

The number of persons employed during the past week was 2853, and the average wages 
earned during January was about 11 d. per diem for all persons. 

Barony of Lower Dundalk. — The labourers complain that their wages will not support their 
families, and that, for this season, the amount is too small to buy food. The average wages 
earned by every person on the weekly lists during January was about 11 \d. per diem. 

Barony of Upper Dundalk. — They (the labourers) also complain frequently against the 
overseers ; but, as far as my inquiries led, without sufficient reason, as the general result of my 
observations is, the men get more than they earn even when working at task, the overseers 
endeavouring to make out lOd. per diem at least for the labourers. On Work No 19 employ- 
ment, the good gangs have frequently earned Is. 6 d per diem and over. 

Barony of Ferrard. — The men did not express themselves dissatisfied with the rate of 
pay, further than the complaints of it being insufficient to support a family. The payments 
were punctual, and the rate of pay varied from 5 d. to Is. 3d. per diem. The average wages 
earned by all persons on the weekly pay-sheets during the month of January was lid. to llfcd. 
per diem. 



WESTMEATH. 



MEATH. 



LONGFORD. 



LOUTH. 
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LOUTH. Barony of Louth.— The persons employed, except in very few instances, are not satisfied 

with their rates of pay : they say it cannot support a family. Several earn Is. 6 d. per day, 
others not more than 6 d. The average wages earned in the month of January was Is. Id per 
diem, including all persons engaged. 

DROGHEDA. Drogheda. 

For county of the town of Drogheda, see report on the Barony of Ferrard. 

Extract from General Report on the works in this County. — There is no small difficulty in 
distinguishing between the able-bodied and infirm on these works : the numbers are taken 
from the returns as sent in by the check clerks; but the number of the former is, in 
reality, small, and of the latter large. The amount paid for the last, week of February was 
2153Z. 9s. Id. The numbers are increasing, and the works, in some districts, are becoming a 
mere out-door relief system : the numbers also exceed those which it was originally contem- 
plated to provide employment for. The population of Louth, in 1841, was 112,000 in round 
numbers ; there is, therefore, now about one-thirteenth of that population employed, or about 
one-sixth very nearly of the male population. 



Mr. John S. Mason, King's County. 

Baronies of Clonlisk, Eglish, and Balhjbrit. — There have not been any complaints from the 
labourers in these .baronies. 

Extract from General Report on the above Baronies.— The works in my district are done by 
task, and I have no doubt but I have more work done than if the men were paid by the day; 
at the same time I have been obliged to pay very high prices for work, owing to the number 
that have been sent to me for employment, when I had no room for them ; the works have, 
therefore, not advanced in proportion to the number of men, but the prices for work have been 
advanced to enable the labourers to earn from lOd. to Is. per day when crowded together, and 
in each other’s way. I have found also great difficulty in getting confidential and qualified 
overseers ; and to the want of them, the works have not been so satisfactorily carried on as 
I should have wished, and the expenses have exceeded my estimates : however, this is a circum- 
stance over which I had no control, as I was obliged to employ more men than I required; 
and so many of the labourers are infirm and incapable of hard work, that if l did not allow high 
prices for task-work they would have earned very low wages. 

The revision of the labour lists appear to be very much neglected, and many comparatively 
comfortable persons have been returned for the works. The secretaries of the Relief Com- 
mittee are, in all cases, clergymen (excepting one) in my district, whose benevolent feelings 
are more disposed to employ every candidate than to exclude any from the work. 



Mr. J. A. Murphy , King’s County. 

Baronies of Lower Philipstown, Coolestown, Warrenstoum, Geashill, and Upper Philipstown. 
— No complaints among the labourers employed in the above barouies. 

The average number of persons employed on the Public Works amounts to 2,485. Of the 
total number of persons registered on the books of the different Relief Committees I have no 
accurate account, but I may state that in the barony of Upper Philipstown there are upwards 
of 900 persons registered ; of these, 695 are engaged on the Public Works, and assuming that 
in the other baronies in my charge the employed bears the same proportion to the unemployed, 
it is evident that, although the farmers may engage a number of persons, and that the labourers 
may turn their attention to the cultivation of their own ground, yet a sufficient number will re- 
main on the lists to supply their places, and indeed I may say that from the increase of desti- 
tution the present number is more likely to be augmented than diminished. With regard to 
the general disposition to cultivate the land, with a view to future crops, I may say that as yet 
little or no progress has been made ; and here I cannot help remarking upon the reluctance of 
the farmers to employ the men engaged on the Public Works. 

The Board is aware of the reluctance evinced by the labourers to engage with the fanners, 
while they are able to earn moderate wages on the Public Works, but when a number of men 
are dismissed from the works, and entirely at their disposal, it is the duty of the fanners to 
employ at least a portion of that number, and thus convince the men of the sincerity of their 
intention. 

I make these remarks in consequence of an application made to me a few days ago request- 
ing that a number of men, amounting to 129, might be dismissed from the Public Works, as 
tne farmers experienced a difficulty in getting men. The men were accordingly dismissed, 
and it has been reported to me that upon the men assembling the next morning not one was 
offered employment. 

The secretary of the Relief Committee, at whose request these men were dismissed, has since 
sent a letter by order of the Committee requesting that 57 of them ought to be again employed 
on the Public Works. The remaining number not being resident in the electoral division in 
which the works are situate, no order was sent respecting them. 

With regard to the manner in which the labourers have conducted themselves, I beg to say 
that no violence has been offered by them, nor any interruption caused by the progress of the 
works. 
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As to the condition of the men, I may say that although some complaints of a trivial nature KING’S COUNTY, 
have reached me, they have been soon rectified, and the men satisfied with the arrangements. 

Captain Ridge, County Kilkenny. KILKENNY. 

Baronies of Kells and Iverk. — There have not been any complaints whatever among the 
labourers in these baronies. 

Mr. John Yeates, County Kildare. KILDARE. 

Baronies of Ikeathy, Kilcullen, South Naas, North Naas, Connell, and Clone. — No com- 
plaints made by the labourers in those baronies. 

Mr. R. H. Frith, County Dublin. DUBLIN. 

Baronies of Nether cross, Balrothery East and West. — So far as I am aware no complaints 
have lately been made by the labourers. 

At the commencement of the task-work several complaints were made by the labourers as 
to the rate of remuneration. These complaints have ceased, and a greater portion of work is 
now executed in a given time, and the remuneration has increased in a corresponding decree. 

Mr. Robert J. Hampton, County Dublin. 

Barony of Rathdown. — The people in this barony are perfectly quiet ; the labourers have 
uniformly conducted themselves well, and no complaints of any moment have been made, and 
the labourers appear to be well contented. 

Barony of Upper Cross. — No complaints have been made in this barony, except of a very 
trifling character not worthy of notice. 

Mr. Alexander Tate, County Dublin. 

Barony of Newcastle. — A general disinclination to take task-work prevails among all the 
labourers, and it is with difficulty that any tasks can be sat to them. 

Extract from General Report on this Barony. — With reference to the state of the country in 
this district I have to report favourably ; the labourers having been regularly paid on the second 
day of the close of the working week, have no cause of complaint on that score. The agri- 
cultural operations of the neighbourhood are beginning to draw away the men from the public 
works to their more usual occupations ; the change is proceeding gradually and without any 
difficulty. 

Province of Connaught. 

Mr. T. Curley, County Leitrim. LEITRIM. 

Barony of Rosclogher. — No complaints made by the labourers in this barony. 

General State of the Works, 8fo. in this County. — With regard to the state of the country, I 
am happy to state that the peasantry are peaceable and well disposed. The portion on the Public 
Works have conducted themselves well, I have not heard any complaints from any of them. 

They appear to be, in a great many instances, declining in strength and appearance, notwith- 
standing, they show no ouHvard symptons of discontent ; they appear to be grateful to the Go- 
vernment for the relief afforded them. 

Until within the last week, little or no preparation was being made for putting down the 
crops ; unless seed be supplied by the Government or the landlords, the lands of the small 
farmers and cottiers must remain unproductive ; the onlys upport of this class of persons, is the 
weekly wages they get from the Public Works, one week’s suspension of which, unless em- 
employed elsewhere, would bring them to actual starvation. 



Mr. Lionel Gisborne, County Leitrim. 

Barony of Mohill. — Some labourers in this barony worked badly for a fortnight, and were 
dissatisfied with pay in consequence; others, good workmen, were very troublesome at first, 
but are now the most satisfied men in the barony. Many are very poor and distressed, but 
willing to work. , . 

Extract from General Report on this Barony .— I find the system works well, the men being 
now on most works their own measurers, that is to say, they check for their own security the 
measurements made by the district overseers ; they are generally well satisfied, but very few 
complaints being made of any description. The works are, however, in most cases overcrowded; 
and latterly the class of persons employed are old decrepit men and small boys ; the latter 
are indeed so numerous and useless, I find it difficult to allow them to earn wages sufficient 
for the support of their families. The principal work in hand is quarrying and breaking 
stones, and in some cases I have taken advantage of the present fine weather, to spread the 
metalling on the dryer portions of the upland roads. 

The country is quiet, and the people generally well satisfied ; they seem to repose great con- 
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LEITRIM. fidence in the public officers employed under the Board, and in any case of complaint, perfectly 
satisfied with their decision. 

The destitution is, however, on the increase, and the calls on private chanty very great. The 
establishment of a few soup kitchens, by private individuals, tends greatly to support the portion 
of the population unable to work, and having no means of support ; but it is a system which 
cannot be made pay on a small scale, and must consequently be to a limited extent. Every 
one is most anxiously looking forward to the measures for relief about being instituted by the 
Relief Commissioners. 

GALWAY. Mr. W. T. Martin, County Galway. 

Barony of Boss. — The labourers complain that 1 j. per day is quite insufficient to support 
their families, even when their numbers do not exceed five or six. 



Mr. John Ilaile, County Galway. 

Barony of Loughrea. — The labourers complain generally, that they cannot earn sufficient 
wages to enable them to procure the necessary quantity of food ; and the state in which they are 
certainly bears out their complaints, but I do not feel myself justified in augmenting the rate 
at which they have been working, for it is higher now. 



Mr. W. E. Wright, County Galway. 

Barmy of Dunkellin. — Three cases of insubordination, for which the parties were imme- 
diately dismissed, came under observation. 

The labourers generally complaining of the present rate of wages being too low, and the in- 
sufficiency of implements on the respective works to engage in task work. 



Captain Menzies, County Galway. 

Barony of Clare. — Complaints made by labourers on lines Nos. 2, 3, against the overseers, 
which will be inquired into. No other complaints. 

Barony of Galway Town. — No complaints made by the labourers in this district. 



Captain Donnellan, County Galway. 

Barony of Dunmore. — In one portion of this barony, the labourers have no complaints; in 
another, they generally complain of their wages being small, and dislike working by task. 

Barony of Bally moe. — Labourers are always complaining that their wages are too small, 
and sometimes abuse the overseers for not giving more pay. 



ROSCOMMON. Mr. John Kelly, County Roscommon. 

Barony of Ballymoe. — No complaints from labourers in this barony. 

Barony of Ballintobber, (South). — Labourers in this barony complain of not being able to 
work by task. 



Mr. John Kelly, County Roscommon. 

Barony of Ballintobber (South). — Labourers are averse to 1 ask- work, and generally raise 
every objection. 



Mr. W. H. Smith, County Roscommon. 

Baronies of Moycame and Athlone. — No complaints made by the labourers in cither of these 
baronies. 



• SLIGO. Sir, Ballinatc, County Sligo, March 5, 1847. 

I have to state for the information of the Board, that in many parts of my district 
able-bodied men are leaving the works and going to field labour, at. the same time sending 
their wives and children as substitutes to assist for their support, as they state they cannot live, 
or do labour (which I believe), unless some of their family are employed on the Relief Works. 

If all the gentry and farmers would give employment many of the able-bodied would, no 
doubt, leave ; but the landlords in this part of the country are very slow about so doing. The 
circular that was lately sent to the inspecting officers I have explained to alLtliose with whom 
I have had communication. 

There are so many women and children looking for work now, that if employed, would be 
very injurious to the finishing of the roads. I request you will be so good as t.o let me know if 
I am to continue putting them on as substitutes, in the men’s places, when they leave ? 
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The overseers are constantly complaining 
lines under their charge. 



The Secretary, fy-c., 

Office of Public Works. 



of the number of useless persons employed on the 
I have, & c., 

(Signed) William Dixon Butcher, 

Inspecting Officer. 



SLIGO. 



Extract from Monthly Report of Captain Mayne, C.E., in the County of Waterford, for WATERFORD. 
February, 1847. 

Task-work, which I have been pressing on by persuasion and force, is now generally esta- 
blished where it is practicable in my district. There is great variety of feeling iu the people 
about it : all object at first ; some fearing they cannot earn better wages ; some preferring to 
idle on the works ; others thinking it hard dealing, and sulkily refusing it. I have been obliged 
to order 10 or 12 works to be stopped till they accepted task-work, but none continued so 
more than a day, hardly any so long. The great majority of these now working by task are 
delighted with it. The assistant engineers and some of the overseers have been zealous and 
successful in assisting me to effect this desirable change in the mode of working. When the 
works are freed from the infirm and women, who are an incumbrance to them, they will go on 
better as to task-work, and in every respect. During the introduction of it, I have net been 
able to reduce much the number of stewards ; before the next report I hope to have made a 
large reduction. The stone-breaking, for which there are large presentments, turns to some 
profit, besides metalling the roads. In Waterford, Clonmel, and other places, we find pur- 
chasers for the stones. 

To all appearance the return from the land will be small in the next year. The farmers of 
from 5 to 15 acres, who hold so much of it, have not money to expend on their farms, or seed 
to sow, and must probably will nearly all become labourers, as many are now, their land beincr 
given up. The people generally seem to look beyond any exertion of their own to supply food 
for the time to come. The larger farmers generally have been preparing their land, so far as 
the very w r et state it has been in from rain would permit, for wheat and oats will be the general 
crops. This kind of cultivation would leave vast numbers unemployed. In my district, people 
are not without food, but it is often insufficient in quantity and quality, the forerunner it is to 
be feared of disease and death. The destitution in many places is exaggerated. 

A fortnight ago, in the town of Waterford, when the inspecting officer and I agreed that 
about 25 only out of upwards of 100 recommended by the Relief Committee need have work 
supplied by us, the Bishop of Cashel, as chairman, announced to the remainder, that while 
without work they should have each daily a loaf of bread and a quart of good soup, never 
more than about 30 came for it. 

The people are generally in this county peaceable and well disposed ; some wild parts here 
and there are the exceptions. 

(Signed) W. Mayne. 



Extract from the Monthly Report of William Peirce, Esq., in the County Galway, GALWAY, 
dated 3rd March, 1847. 

I am happy to inform you that the general state of the country is peaceable. There is no 
appearance of combination or organization amongst the peasantry. Outrages are occasionally 
committed beyond what was heretofore known in this proverbially peaceable district, but they 
may be considered of a private nature, such as the killing of cattle and sheep, and the result of 
absolute necessity. As to the conduct of the labourers employed on the Public Works it is 
subordinate in the extreme. 

No complaints have reached me from the labourers. Those in employment generally appear 
content and peaceable. 

(Signed) William Peirce. 



[b. w. 2.] 



2 G 
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Return of Applications for Thorough Drainage of Lands of Individual Proprietors 
received during the Moiiths of January and February, 1847. 



Date of 
Memorial. 


Name of Memorialist. 


County. 


Acreage. 


Estimated 
Amount requited, 
so far as Reports 
complete. 


1847 












A. 


B. 


p. 


£. s. 


d. 


Jan. 2 


Thomas Studdart 


Clare . 








60 


0 


0 


458 0 




Jan. 4 


A. 0. B. Bellingham 


Louth 








39 


1 


0 






Jan. 5 


Pierce Creagh .... 


Clare . . 








1,400 


0 


0 






Jan. 4 


E. D. Freeman .... 


Kerry 








282 


0 


0 


584 9 


a 


Jan. 4 


Edmund McDonnell . 


Antrim 








1,284 


0 


0 


7,225 0 


0 


Jan. 6 


The Rev. Geo. Cole Baker . 


Dublin 








16 


0 


0 


80 0 


0 


Jan. 4 


Rev. Richard A. Horner 


Tyrone . 








460 


0 


0 


2,974 0 




Jan. 2 


Nicholas L. Tottenham . 


Leitrim . 








350 


0 


0 






Jan. 6 


Earl of Mayo .... 


Kildare . 








120 


0 


0 






Jan. 2 


Lee McKinstry .... 


Armagh . 








500 


0 


0 


2,830 0 


0 


Jan. 4 


William Treven .... 


Fermanagh 








100 


0 


0 






Jan. 5 


John Richardson 


Fermanagh 








1,000 


0 


0 






Jan. 5 


Right Hon. F. Shaw 


Dublin 








75 


0 


0 


546 0 


0 


Jan. 5 


Mary Susanna Brooke . 


Donegal . 








150 


0 


0 


1,727 0 


0 


Jan. 7 


W. Drummond Delap 


Louth 








155 


0 


0 


1,024 0 


0 


Jan. 6 


Charles Powell Leslie 


Monaghan and 


Tyrone 


2,800 


0 


0 


17,107 0 


a 


Jan. 8 


Thomas S. Flemming . 


Kildare . 








2,000 


0 


0 






Jan. S 


W. M. Smyth .... 


Clare . 








15 


0 


0 






Jan. 8 


Sir A. E. Bellingham . . 


Louth . 








1,573 


0 


0 






Jan. 8 


Hezlctt Hamilton 


Fermanagh 








194 


0 


0 


1,233 0 


0 


Jan. 11 . 


Robert Fowler .... 


Meath 


















Jan. 8 


The Rev. Francis Law . 


Tipperary 








1,000 


0 


0 






Jan. 9 


Henry Meetrim .... 


Donegal . 








45 


0 


0 






Jan. 8 


Henry Mitchell .... 


Tyrone 








1,200 


0 


0 






Jan. 9 , 


Richard Oliver Aid worth 


Cork . 


















Jan. 9 


Richard Oliver Aldworth 


Cork . 


















Jan. 11 . 


The Marquis of Sligo 


Mayo 








160 


6 


0 






Jan. 11 . 


The Marquis of Sligo 


Mayo 








128 


0 


0 






Jan.' 9 


The Rev. Thomas Bimey . 


Donegal . 








230 


0 


0 






Jan. 11 . 


The Earl of Courtown . 


Wexford . 








68 


0 


0 






Jan. 1 1 . 


The Earl of Courtown . 


Wexford . 








266 


0 


0 






Jan. 11 . 


John Barton 


Longford . 








350 


0 


0 






Jan. 11 . 


Rev. Abel J. Ram . 


Wexford . 








45 


0 


0 


280 0 


0 


Jan. 12 . 


Walter Newton .... 


Carlow 








8 


0 


0 






Jan. 12 . 


P. J. Newton .... 


Carlow 








8 


0 


0 






Jan. 12 . 


Samuel Sparks .... 


Wexford . 








550 


0 


0 






Jan. 9 


Lord Carew 


Waterford 








250 


0 


0 






Jan. 9 


Lord Carew 


Wexford . 








320 


0 


0 






Jan. 12 . 


Rev. Charles Miller . . . 


Louth 








30 


0 


0 


417 0 


0 


Jan. 13 . 


George Farran .... 


Dublin,’ . 








30 


0 


0 


216 14 


4 


Jan. 14 . 


William Cox 


Cork . . 








50 


0 


0 






Jan. 11 . 


Anthonv Grayson 


Donegal . 








2,000 


0 


0 






Jan. 13 . 


J. W. Kelly 


Galway 








40 


0 


0 






Jan. 15 . 


Rev. E. M. Hamilton 


Donegal . 








300 


0 


0 






Jan. 14 . 


Ponsonbv Shaw .... 


Dublin 








16 


0 


0 


132 0 


0 


Jan. 15 . 


J. E. Redmond .... 


Wexford , 








7l 


0 


0 


357 0 


0 


Jan. 15 . 


Thomas J. Dimsdale 


Londonderry 








5,000 


0 


0 






Jan. 12 . 


Robert Atkins Rogers 


Cork . 








55 


0 


0 






Jan. 15 . 


Lord Oranmore .... 


Mayo . 


















Jan. 15 . 


Rev. E. M. Hamilton 


Meath 














95 0 


0 


Jan. 15 . 


Lady Harriet Forde . 


Down 








2,402 


0 


0 






Jan. 18 . 


F. A. Curey, for the Duke of 


Waterford 








232 


0 


0 








Devonshire. 




















Jan. 18 . 


John M'Clintock 


Louth 










3 


20 


940 0 


0 


Jan. 6 


Thomas C. Wakefield 














0 






Jan. 19 . 


Rev. James Irwin 


Donegal . 








7 


0 








Jan. 18 . 


Thomas Kernaghan . 












0 


0 


1,285 0 


0 


Jan. 19 . 


Rev. John Irwin .... 


Donegal . 








20 


0 


0 






Jan. 15 . 


Lady Harriet Forde . 


Down 








1,090 


0 


0 






Jan. 1(5 . 


The Rev. W. Brownlow Forde 














0 






Jan. 16 . 


David Stewart Ker, M.P. 


Down 








13' 000 


0 


0 






Jan. 21 . 


Hugh. Lyons Montgomery . 


Leitrim . 








66 


0 


0 


639 0 


0 


Jan. 17 . 


John McLaughlin 


Mayo . . 








13,000 


0 


0 






Jan. 22 . 


George Grehan .... 














0 






Jan. 21 . 


John James Lecky . 


Carlow 








1,122 


0 


0 


7,539 0 


0 


Jan. 22 . 


Rev. W. Atkins .... 


Donegal . 








30 


0 


0 






1846 






















Dec. 30 . 


Rev. John Leslie 


Donegal . 








410 


0 


0 


2,900 0 


0 
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Hetum of Applications for Thorough Drainage of Lauda, &e .—continued. 





Name of Memorialist. 


County. 


Acreage. 


Estimated 
Amount required, 
so far as Reports 
complete. 




Isabella Short .... 












R. 


r. 


£. 




d. 




Rev. James Campbell . 


Armagh . 






















Alan. O. B. Bellingham 


Louth 






















Lydia Matilda Goff . . 
























William O’Brien 
























Andrew Alexander Watt 
























Viscount Harburton . 


Kildare " . 






















Lord Oranmore ... 


Mayo . 






















William Talbot Crosbie . 
























Peter David Latouche . 
























James Lendrum .... 


Tyrone . 






















John R. Dickson 
















' 








Rev. W. O’Sullivan . . . 


Tyrone 






















J ohn Hyacinth Talbot . . 


Wexford . 






















John Keown 


Down 














: 








Earl of Antrim .... 


Antrim . 








1,284 














Sir R. A. O’Donnell, Bart. . 


Mayo . 






















Cornelius Ryan .... 


Cork . 






















Garrett O’Moore . 










125 














Rev. B. H. Bridges . 


Wexford . 












0 










T he Marquis of Sligo 


Ma^ . 








3,285 


0 


0 


19,456 


0 






The Earl of Portsmouth . 


Wexford . 






















W. J. Wallace 


Wexford . 






















William Andrews 


Galway . 








494 


0 


0 










Rev. M. Smyth .... 


Londonderry 








90 


0 












Henry Anderson .... 


Antrim 






















John R. Dickson 


Donegal . 








600 


0 


0 










Judith Wood ... 


Sligo . 








10 


0 


0 










Rev. C. L. Mt. Gomery . 


Leitrim . 








120 


0 


0 










John VV ark and others . 


Donegal . 










0 












Claudius Hamilton and others 


Donegal . 








120 


0 


0 










Earl of Longford .... 


Westmeath 








90 


0 


0 


650 


0 


0 




Charles Tottenham . 


Wicklow . 










0 


0 










George C. Baker 


Dublin 








88 




0 










Sir Robert Bateson, Bart 


Limerick . 








600 


0 


0 










William Henry Scott 


Roscommon 








108 


0 


0 










John Lentaigne .... 


Dublin 








314 


0 


0 










Eyre Coote Baldwin . 


Tipperary 








30 


0 


0 










George Bruce .... 


Cork . . 








1,200 


0 


0 










J. Arbuthnot 


Mayo . . 








875 


0 


0 










Samuel Dickson Power . . 


Limerick . 






. 


664 


0 


0 










Henry Richardson 


Londonderry 








18,154 


0 


0 








_ 


Earl of Antrim .... 

— 


Antrim . 








3,200 


0 


0 









Killybegs, February 28, 1847. 

I reported to you from Sligo, on the 20th instant, that I was on my way from Bel- 
mullet to Killybegs, and that I had been taking measures to provide markets for the cured 
fish w hich might be obtained. I then expressed a hope that I should find, on my arrival here 
that the state of the weather would be such as to enable the fishermen to resume their labours ; 
m this I have been disappointed. The weather has continued stormy, and the fishermen’s 
exertions, consequently, nave been almost entirely suspended. 

I have teen engaged, since my arrival here, in ascertaining, so far as lay in my power, the 
capabilities which the locality possesses of realizing the objects sought to be attained, and I con- 
sider them ample. I have visited the different fishing stations adjacent, and by conversing with 
the fishermen, and ascertaining their deficiencies in system and practice, I have been enabled 
to suggest to them some hints upon improvements, quite within their present reach, which I hope 
may not have been thrown away. 

The ageut has not purchased any fish, with the exception of a very few haddocks; since the 
13th instant the weather has not permitted the fishermen to go out, except to a very partial 
extent upon one or two days, and until the weather settles down to some uniform degree of 
calmness, much cannot be expected. I find, however, that there is a general anticipation on the 
part of many of the benefit they hope to derive during the ensuing spring and summer, who 
have not yet attempted, on any occasion, to fish since me curing station commenced operations. 
They are, I have no doubt, anxious to avail themselves of the opportunity afforded, and will do 
so, I am confident, when the time arrives when they can fairly calculate upon being able to 
apply themselves with constancy to the work. At present the greater number of the fishing 
population are employed upon the Public Works, and fear to leave them until they find that 

2 G 2 
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DONEGAL. they can settle continuously to fishing, hut the produce of the occasional day upon which they 
only could calculate as likely to permit them to fish, would fall short of yielding the means of 
subsistence. This is a feeling quite justifiable, when the class of their fishing craft is taken 
into account, the nature of the coast, and the poverty of their food and raiment, which latter 
incapacitates them physically at this season of the year to a great extent. 

I find, on the part of the fishermen here, a great ignorance with respect to suitable bait. They 
are often idle for want of it, when different kinds abound in plenty ; but they have been in the 
habit of relying solely upon one or two particular descriptions, and have not had sufF cient inge- 
nuity to discover substitutes when their favourite ones cannot, be had. I have taken much pains 
to instruct them upon this head, and many have said they would avail themselves of it. 

As I before stated, the purchase of fish at this station has been suspended since the 13th 
instant ; there were up to that time about four tons’ weight of cod and ling taken in, and this 
amount was obtained during/owr days only of fine weather, which I take to be a proof that 
abundance will be had when the fine spring weather, now, I hope, near at hand, sets in. At 
Belmullet, up to the time I left it (the 17th), about one ton and a half was purchased in two 
days, and the same remarks apply ; therefore, although the amount realised up to this time at 
either of the fishing stations is small, still I think that under the circumstances which 1 have 
stated, it affords sufficient ground to calculate with confidence upon an ample quantity being 
obtained when the season arrives which will, not. only as regards weather , facilitate capture, hut 
also bring with it a greater variety of lands of fish in abundance. 

The demand for the cured fish, and the prices obtained, so far, I am glad to he able to state, 
justify very favourable anticipations on this head. By the last account. I received from the 
agent at Belmullet, I find that the greater part of the cured fish had been disposed of by retail 
in the immediate locality, at prices fully remunerative. Here (at Killybegs) a similar demand 
has commenced, and the agent has been offered a price for the tohole stock on hands by one 
person, with whom I had entered into treaty while at. Sligo, which, though refused for the present 
by my advice, would be sufficient to realise a profit quite adequate, upon a reasonably extended 
amount of business, to ensure a remunerative return after meeting all expenses. The fish pur- 
chased at each station has cost, after removing the offal (heads, &c.), at the rate of about 4 L 
per ton ; the price obtained by retail is at the rate of about 6Z. 3s. per ton, being 21. 3s. per ton 
profit ; the price offered by the person before mentioned for the whole stock on hands here was 
at the rate of bl. 8s. per ton, being 1 1. 8s. per ton profit. The weekly returns of the agents 
will show more accurately these results, which will he found to be very nearly what I state. 
Though the amount of transactions up to this time has been limited, and the prices obtained for 
the cured fish higher than can be expected to be realised for a continuance, still sufficient has 
been done to exemplify two things : 1st. That great advantage may be derived by preserving 
fish, by suitable cure, when it is taken in abundance, until the time arrives when more in a fresh 
state can be had, thereby not only supplying the very coast population themselves with food 
previously captured by themselves (and of which at Belmullet, as well as here, many of the 
immediate inhabitants, and even some fishermen, have been glad to avail themselves), but also 
furnishing food to the interior of the country, where it could not otherwise reach in an edible 
state. 2ndly. I think that sufficient has been done to prove that private parties could profitably 
embark in such an undertaking ; and I have little doubt that some with whom I have had 
communication will, when they see successful results more largely and more generally realised 
under the management of a public department, take up the matter for their own benefit, and 
establish a permanent commerce in our Irish fisheries in its own more natural and legitimate 
character. 

I am so fully convinced, by all the inquiries I have made, and all the facts which I ascertained 
since the Board in August of last year directed me to inspect and report upon the fisheries of 
this coast, and so much of the conclusions I arrived at then being confirmed by my more recent 
opportunities while here at Belmullet, that I now feel fully satisfied in offering my humble 
recommendation that some further aid may be furnished to work out this measure, and the 
addition I would propose is, that to the staff at each station a suitable fishing boat, with two 
experienced hands (the remainder of the crew being made up with hands from the local 
fishermen), should be added, to introduce by example more effective modes of fishing, as the 
people on the west coast of Ireland generally are not only deficient in their class of boats, but 
extremely igwrant with regard to their tackle, and the use of suitable baits ; those boats could 
also be used, to great advantage in bringing the fish taken by the people to the curing station. 
The principal fishing ground, both here and at Belmullet, is so far removed from the stations, 
that the labour of bringing it there is too much for men who have suffered considerable fatigue 
in taking it; in addition, the loss of time is a great drawback upon the quantity which might 
be captured. A fisherman after his night’s work would require to “turn in” and have his rest; 
pulling a bad boat, with worse oars, 10 or 12 miles to sell his fish, and returning again, is too 
great a loss of time, aud takes “ too much out of a man.” 80/. to 100Z. would furnish the boat 
with gear lor each station.. I am convinced it would pay in a money sense, besides the great 
advantage which would arise from such means being afforded of introducing improvements 
through the force of example. 

I hope to leave to-morrow for Dublin, and on my arrival shall furnish more detailed inform- 
ation if the Board desire it. 

I am, &c., 

W. J- FfENNELL, 

Jos. C. Walker, Esq., Inspector of Fisheries. 
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Extract from Journal of Major R. Berwick, Inspecting Officer, King’s County, for week KING’S COUN7T. 
ending February 27, 1847. 

In the barony of Garrycastle observed very extensive tracts still in stubble. The late severe 
weather has in many parts injured winter-sown crops of oats. Distress very much relieved at 
present by a liberal supply of Public Works. 

Farming operations thrown back by snow weather, and small holders are expecting a gratu- 
itous supply of seed. 

Labourers required by farmers will absorb but a small proportion of those now accustomed 
to work. Have issued instructions for the working hours of labourers on the Public Works to 
be assimilated strictly to the hours adopted by the farmers. 



Extract from a Letter of Captain Broughton, Inspecting Officer, in the Co. Cork, dated CORK. 

Cork, March 6th, 1847. 

I send you another specimen (and it is a treasure') of the way Relief Committees work. It 
is an order to one of our overseers, who very properly referred it to the engineer in charge, who 
sent it on to me. Can it be supposed this was done in Committee? and if not, what right has 
an individual to supersede his co-committee men. 



Specimen of Relief List, Barony of Omoy and Kilmure, Parish of Shandrum, Charleville. 

Mr. Heaphy, substitute — 

W. Stanton’s daughter for D. Scannell’s son. 

W. Haley’s son for Jno. Egan’s son. 

Patrick Monissy for Daniel Burn’s son. 

By order, 

Drumsna, February 24, 1847. Edw. H. Cathern, Chairman- 

Sir, Eolhymount, March 6, 1847. MAYO. 

I have the honour to report, for the information of the Commissioners, that on Wed- 
nesday, I attended the Ballyharris Relief Committee in the above barony. No meeting had 
been held for more than three weeks, and it was the first I could be present at, siDce taking 
charge of Costello. No books or registry have been kept, at least so I judged from the fact 
of none being produced, although repeatedly called for. Their method of making lists of la- 
bourers has been to divide the district between certain members (the priests having the greatest 
proportion) who furnish names of their own choosing, for the signature of the chairman; no ex- 
amination or revision of their lists in Committee having been ever considered necessary. My 
chief object in attending this day was lo strike off about 60 persons in good circumstances 
whom I found to be employed on the Public Works. The meeting took place in the Court- 
house, which was accessible to all parties; and multitudes of the lower orders were crowded 
both in and outside the building. The appearance of the Inspecting Officer seemed the signal for 
a most violent, insulting, and abusive attack on him (by Mr. Pendergast, the Catholic curate 
for the parish of Aughamore), as the Government officer ; which tended to create the greatest 
possible excitement amongst the multitude, to whom an appeal was made, if any alleviation of 
their distress could take place when such blackguards, alluding to myself, were sent amongst 
them, taking pleasure in hastening their deaths by withholding the relief intended for them. 
Remonstrance against such language seemed vain, although the Chairman, and two other 
gentlemen of the Committee, attempted to stop the proceedings, and at my suggestion caused 
the Court to be cleared, with creat difficulty, of the peasantry, who, however, soon after forced 
the doors, and burst in, to hear the same attacks, and similar abusive language, from another 
priest, Mr. Geregt.y, C. C. 

Business was out of the question, and the Chairman dissolved the meeting ; for to attempt 
anything, in the midst of a multitude raised to the greatest excitement, would have been 
useless. 

To leave the Court-house by myself, which I attempted, was impossible, as the people had 
become most violent, and ihe only way was to force through the crowd assisted by the Com- 
mittee, and the very priests who had raised the storm, and who afterwards apologized for their 
wan l of caution, in allowing themselves to be carried away by their feelings ; as if apologies 
could hinder or would make amends for the excesses of a tumultuous and too easily excited 
mob. With the greatest difficulty I regained the house I was staying in, from the violence of 
he people. 

From what I can learn, the meetings of this Committee, few and far between, are carried 
on in the same style, although in a manner not so violent. These same priests attacking any 
gentleman who may attend it, and instead of doing good, have a contrary effect, for when one 
of them attempts to speak, he is invariably cried down. 

There are but very few gentlemen residing in the locality, and no magistrate within nine 
miles of the place. Owing to this circumstance, great difficulty would arise in reorganizing 
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this Committee, however advisable such a step may be for carrying into effect the new mea- 
sures of relief, so soon to be commenced. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) W. W. Primrose. 

P.S. From what I have since learned, the most violent of the mob were persons notin 
destitute circumstances. Employment has been, since provided in this district for upwards of 
one-fifth of the entire population. 



(K.) 

Extract from a Letter of Thomas Butler, Esq., addressed to R. Griffith, Esq., dated 
March 3rd, 1847. 

I have just returned from Clare and Limerick. I was at Newcastle for a day with my 
brother. Captain Butler, 59th, who is engineer in charge of five baronies. He told me the 
inspectors there could not get the people to work at, drains cm any terms, and he believed he 
would have to stop all the road works to force them to compliance. 

****** 

I was very much pleased with the appearance of my gangs that were working in Callanand 
Crannagh the last two days. Though it was only the second week that task-work had been 
established, there was scarcely a man who was not stripped to his shirt. 

With regard to our men, the Committees have generally sent me able-bodied men, but they 
were out of condition, and many of them never cut a drain in their lives. I considered it 
useless to set such men to work by task without, a little training, and I now have gangs that 
would readily earn 3s. a-day as navigators. 

I had as many as 1100 at work last week, but they dwindled down to an average of 833, 
on being obliged to work by task ; some from disliking the system and others from inability. 

I find a great difficulty in getting check clerks to do anything with regularity. 



(L.) 

Extract from Letter of John Walter O’Gradv, dated February 25th, 1847. 

I have just finished a presentment of 50Z., obtained under Mr. Labouchere’s letter, and am 
so well pleased with the work and men, that I wish, if possible, to continue j but the subsoiling 
was very difficult, being almost as bad as a quarry, from the number of stones and the size of 
them ; but notwithstanding the work is so well done, that I have not the least doubt of it paying 
right well, at least double what the land paid before. Ten per cent., viz., 51. has been stopped 
out of the presentment for what are called contingencies, but I superintended the whole 
thing myself', having neither overseer or check clerk, and not even tools or the mending of 
them. 



(M.) 

[Relief Department.] 

Circular, No. 61. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 
February 12, 1847. 

As it frequently happens that many of the "Weekly Labour Returns” are not received 
at this office until after the general return for the kingdom has been compiled and forwarded 
to the Lord Lieutenant and the Lords of the Treasury, I am directed to call your attention to 
the circumstance, and to request that steps may be taken to compel the check clerks to forward 
them, so as to arrive here without fail on the Monday succeeding each week ; and as it is feared 
that returns for many labourers are not received at all, I am to request that you will establish 
some check to insure the transmission of correct and complete returns, and in proper time. In 
cases where the check clerks forward them direct to this office, the Commissioners request they 
may be called upon to furnish, by the same post, to you, a list of the returns they have so for- 
warded, with the totals of each, &c., which if you find to be correct, you will forward to this 
office, that the Commissioners may also have the means of knowing whether complete returns 
have been received. The returns of each check clerk should be numbered inconsecutive order, 
1, 2, 3, &c., and by this means, a simple return to you, such as the following, might be the 
best to adopt, which, if correct, should be countersigned by you, and sent on by first post to this 
office. 

Return of Labourers, week ending 
Barony of 

No. 1. *Hill at Skreen Total, 7,045 &c. 

2. No. 17 in Schedule, &c. . . 8,100 

3. New road to 7,500 

&c. &c. &c. 



* Using the names given in the return. 

Despatched to Dublin this day, 184 c. 

Signed, Check Clerk. 

Countersigned, Inspecting Officer. 
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I am also to call your attention to the careless manner in which many of these returns are 
forwarded, some not having the “ totals” filled in, others incorrectly added, &c., &c., thereby 
considerably delaying the general compilation. In forwarding them by post, they are to be 
made up by baronies, and the name of the county written on the line left blank for that purpose 
on the direction side. 

Annexed are copies of the forms for Drainage Works and for Road Works. 

By Order, 

Jo Jos. C. Walker, Secretary. 

The Inspecting Officer. 



Drainage under Mr. Labouchere’s Letter. 



County 

Barony 

Electoral Division 

Poor Law Union 

Inspector in Charge 
Overseer 



Name of Work 




Number in Schedule_ 



Weekly Return, showing' the Number of Men, Women and Boys, Horses and Asses, employed on 
the above Work, for the Week ending this day of_ 184 . 





Men. j 


1 1 


H ““ 


A«„. 


Observations as to Nature of Work 
performed, &c., &c. 


Able- 

bodied. 


Infirm. 


Women. 


Bo,,. 


Monday . 
















Tuesday . 














Wednesday 














Thursday . 














Friday 














Saturday . 














Total . 




| 










j Dated at 



Signature of Check Clerk 1 

or Overseer. J 

*** This Return should be forwarded in sufficient time to arrive in Dublin on Monday morniug. 



[Relief Department.] 



Circular, No. 62. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 
February 12, 1847. 



I am directed by the Commissioners to call your attention to the Circulars of 16th 
October, 18th November, 1846, and Circular No. 39, and to express their surprise that although 
it is now* the middle of the month very few of the returns called for in them have been received, 
and most of those were too late to be acted on, as they were not received for several days after 
the monthly report had been prepared and forwarded to the Lords of the Treasury ; the result 
of which is, that the Commissioners are compelled either to again send forward the returns for 
the previous month, or send imperfect ones. They therefore again request that these returns 
may be all forwarded, so as to reach this office without fail, on the 1st of each succeeding month. 

Should they be delayed beyond this period in future, the Commissioners wish the late returns 
to be accompanied with the names of the clerks or assistant engineers, &c.,who have so delayed 
them : but as each engineer has a correct return in his office of all the assistant engineers, over- 
seers, &c., employed under him, with authorised rates of pay, &c., &c. ; the inspecting officers 
have in their offices correct returns 'of all the check clerks, &c., employed under them, with 
authorized' rates of pay, &c., &c., and the inspectors of drainage, &c., have correct returns of 
the persons employed under them, with authorised rates of pay, the Commissioners trust such 
delays will in future be avoided. 
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On back is a copy of the form referred to in the above Circulars, which, should you not have 
printed copies, can be made out on manuscript forms, but on paper of the same size as the forms 
issued from this office, that they may be all preserved in the same order. 

By Order, 

Jos. C. W Alice n. Secretary. 



P.S. — From Circular No. 39. 

« This return is not to supersede those which may accompany your accounts for payment.” 
To 



Return of all Persons except Labourers, employed under* 

in the County of • 

Dated at ■ this day of 184 . 



Names, (with 
the Christian Names 
in full.) 


Rate of 
Pay 

per Diem. 


Date of 
Appointment. 


In what 

Capacity employed. 


Under what 
Assistant Engineer, 
&c., employed. 


In what 

Barony employed. 






KT The 


Names to be arrau 


ged by Baronies. 





* The name of the principal in charge to be inserted here. 



[Relief Department.] 

Circular, No. 63. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

Memorandum. February 15, 1847. 

In reference to Circular No. 59, the Commissioners desire that, before you continue any 
work in anticipation of a Presentment Session, you will report the same to the Board, stating 
the sum which you consider necessary to complete the work; and make the matter likewise 
known to the inspecting officer, for the information of the magistrates, in order that they may 
immediately apply to the Lord Lieutenant for a session. 

By Order, 

Jos. C. Walker, Secretary. 



[Relief Department.] 

Circular No. 64. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 
February 15, 1847. 

I forward herewith some blank forms of monthly reports, which the Commissioners 
request you will carefully fill up and forward for each month, so as to arrive at this office on 
the 2nd of each succeeding month, in time for the monthly report to the Lords of the Treasury. 
They are to be made up to the end of each month ; but to allow you time to receive the requi- 
site information from your assistants, the Commissioners have named the 2nd for receiving them 
at this office, and they hope to receive them all punctually on the morning of that day. 

The names of the overseers and check clerks are not to be written on the same horizontal 
lines as the names of the engineers, i. e., if lines 1, 2, 3, &c., are required for them ; the names 
of the overseers should be written on lines 4, 5, 6, &c., and the names of the check clerks on 
lines 7, 8, 9, &c. 

In the letter enclosing your monthly report, you are requested to afford as much detailed 
information as possible in regard to the state of the country, the manner in which the labourers 
employed have conducted themselves, and whether any violence had been attempted, persons 
injured, &c., naming the parties so injured, with full particulars of the case. 

Stating, also, whether any complaint had reached you, or whether the labourers generally 
appear to be, and express themselves contented, &c. 

By Order, 

Jos. C. Walker, Secretary. 
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[Relief Department.] 

Office of Public Works, 

Sir, February 16, 1847. 

I am directed by the Commissioners to inform you, that, under the pressure of the 
business which has devolved upon the Board of Works during the last few months, their officers 
have found it impossible to prepare all the surveys and valuations for the land occupied by the 
numerous new roads, for the purpose of furnishing the certificates required by Act 9 and 10 
Viet., cap. 107, to the persons through whose lands the roads have been run. I am also to 
request that you will communicate to the grand jury the wish of the Board, that they should 
apply to the judge for permission to postpone to the summer assizes, without detriment to the 
parties concerned, all traverse cases connected with these roads, the certificates of which may 
have been prepared. 

I am. Sir, your obedient servant, 

The Secretary to the Grand Jury Secretary, 

to the County of 



(Immediate.) 
[Relief Department.] 



Circular, No. 65. 



Office of Public Works, 
February 20, 1847. 

The Commissioners request that you will send (by Monday night’s post) the return called 
for by the Circular, No. 56, relating to Grants — Acts 1 Vic., cap. 21, and 9 Vic., cap. 1. 
This is urgently required for the ensuing assizes. 

The return relating to 9 and 10 Vic., cap. 107, is also required as soon as it can be made up. 



To 

The Engineer in Charge. 



I am. Sir, your obedient servant, 

Jos. C. Walker, Secretary. 



[Relief Department.] 

Circular, No. 66. 

Office of Public Works, 

SiR, February 22, 1847. 

TnE operations of Government being about to undergo a change, by which relief will 
henceforth be administered in food, instead of through the medium of labour, it is more than 
ever necessary that the lists furnished by the Relief Committees should be thoroughly scruti- 
nised, so that none may remain upon them who either possess, or can obtain, a maintenance in 
any other way. The inspecting officers are, therefore, requested to use every exertion for this 
purpose, not only by removing from the lists the names of every one not entitled to be placed 
upon them, but by taking every opportunity of pointing out to the magistrates and gentlemen 
with whom they may come into contact how materially it is for their interest to employ as 
many labourers as possible, even independently of the urgent necessity for tillage with a view 
to future crops, so that they may obtain some return for their expenditure, inasmuch as all who 
are not employed, and therefore destitute, will be fed at their expense. The Public Works are 
drawing to a close, and it is very important that the number who are now crowded upon them 
for the purpose of relief should be reduced gradually, by the absorption into private employ- 
ment of as large a number as possible, because, as soon as the new measures are in operation, 
the Public Works must be executed creditably and economically, employing only the able- 
bodied, and of them only so many as are necessary, by which the remainder will be thrown 
wholly upon the proprietors themselves, either to be employed, or, as the alternative, fed at 
iheir expense ; and as this state of things must soon take place, it is manifestly the interest of 
all parties that it should be effected gradually, rather than by the sudden discharge from the 
works of all who are not wanted. 



To 

The Inspecting Officers. 



I am, &c. 

Jos. C. Walker, Secretary. 



[Relief Department.] 



Circular, No. 67. 



c Office of Public Works , 

February 22, 1847. 

I am directed to enclose you a copy of a circular (No. 66) which has been addressed to 
the inspecting officers, and to request your full and cordial co-operation and assistance with 
those officers in carrying it into effect. 



To 

The Engineer in Charge. 



I am, & c. 

Jos. C. Walker, Secretary. 
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[Relief Department.] 

Circular, No. 68. 

Office of Public Works, 

Sir, February 22, 1847. 

The Commissioners have great pleasure in making known to the inspecting officers, 
engineers, and others, that the Government have been pleased to express their entire satisfaction 
with the exertions of the Department, in a letter, from which an extract is annexed, which the 
Commissioners take the present opportunity of making known, as the system of relief is about, 
to be changed, but which will still require a zealous continuance of the same exertions, though 
in a different way, and nnder different direction, respecting which instructions will speedily be 
issued. 



I am, &c. 

Jos. C. Walker, Seci-etary. 



I have more than once had the satisfaction of conveying to you the approbation of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer of the great and, under the extraordinary difficulties of the case, 
successful exertions which you have made to meet the present remarkable crisis; and I have 
now the pleasure of sending you an expression of the similar favourable opinion entertained by 
the First Lord, as stated in a letter from Lord J ohn Russell to me, received this morning. 

The only remark I have to make is, that these gratifying expressions of the approbation of 
Her Majesty’s Ministers apply not only to yourself, but also to your colleagues, and to the 
many deserving officers acting under your Board. 

J (Signed) C. E. Trevelyan. 

To Colonel Jones. 



" As we are coming to the end of the year, I wish you would express to Sir R. Routh 
and Colonel Jones my warm approbation of their indefatigable exertions in the performance of 
the arduous and unexampled duties which they have had to discharge. 

(Signed) “ John Russell.” 



[Relief Department.] , 

Office of Public Works, 

g IK February 25, 1846. 

Agreeably to the Order of the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, you have been 
transferred to the newly-constituted Relief Commission, and you will receive instructions from 
that Commission for your future guidance. 

It is intended that the employment of the destitute poor on Public Works shall cease as soon 
as the new measures for relief shall have come iuto full operation, when the communication of 
the Board of Works with the Relief Committees will also cease, until which time your duties 
will continue as at present, in addition to those of the new Commission, it being desirable that 
the present system of relief should fall into that which is to succeed it as rapidly, but as 

^Th^Cotmnissioriers, when the proper time arrives, will make known to the Treasury the 
sense they entertain of your exertions under the Board of Works. 

I am, &c. 

Jos. C. Walker, Secretary. 



2 LI 2 
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A Nominal Return of Inspecting Officers, Engineers in Charge, Inspectors of Drainage and 

arranged by Counties. 



Counties. 


Inspecting Officers. 


Corps. 


Engineers in Charge, 


Inspectors of Drainage. 


Inspectors of Fin^.f 


Antrim . . 


Captain Maxwell 


IL P. 


Charles Lanyan, C. S. . 


B. G. Brooke . 
John Johnston." 


N- Crommelin. 


Armagh . 


Lieutenant Griffith . 


R.N. 


Henry Davidson, C. S. . 
W. M. Shaw, C. E. 


P. Foxall. . . . 


Lt.-Col. Pack, 


Carlow . . 


Lieutenant Hotham . 


75th 


Peter Burtchell, C. E. . 


J. Fishborne . . , 

William Phelan. 


T. M. Scully. 


Cavan. 


Major Townsend . 


83rd 


Alexander Armstrong . 


J. Baker .... 


George L’Estranp. 




Lieutenant Crawford . 


93rd 


William Donnelly. 
T. H. Thompson. 






Clare .... 


Captain O’Brien . 


R. A. 


John Hilly, C. S. . . 


, 


Lieutenant Frankla. 




Captain Gordon . 


59th 


Samuel Gamble, C. E. 






Major Fitzgerald . 


H.P. 




C. W. Welland . . 




Cork .... 


Captain Broughton . 


R. E. 


John Benson, C. S. . 


Captain Foss. 




Lieutenant Carey . 


83rd 


William Hilliard, C.E.. 


S. W. Hussey . . 


Algernon Preston. 




Captain Huband . 


H.P. 


Captain Gordon, 75th . 


Henry Longfteld . . 


Thomas Gibbons. 




Major Parker 


H.P. 


W. A. Treacy, C. S. 


R. F. Mulvany. 




Captain Flood 


51st 


William Harte, C. E. 






Captain Brooke . 


55 th 


Sir Thomas Deane, C. E. 
Michael Boyan, C. E. 

A. Bernard, C. E. 

W. H. Macintosh, C. E. 
Henry Wrigg, C. E. 






Donegal . . . 


Captain O’Neill . , 


H.P. 


W. R. Townsend, C.E. 


F. Knox .... 


Thomas Stewart 


Lieutenant Milward . 


R. A. 


A. Ormsbv, C. E. . 


VW. G. Marshall. 






Lieutenant Yilliers . 


47th 


H. White, C. E. 
John Bower, C. E. 






Down .... 


Captain Brereton. 


70th 


J. Fraser, C.S. . . . 


Johu Stott . . 
J. Fraser. 


W. C. Douglass. 


Dublin >. . 


Captain Airey . . 


3rd Buffs 


R. H. Frith, C. S. . . 

R. Hampton, C. S. 


William Levinge . 


None. 








A. Tate, C. S. 






Fermanagh . 


Hon. Captain Hancock 


R. A. 


R. Gray, C. S. . . . 




Captain HaverGeld 


Galway . , . 


Major Anslie . 


S3rd 


J. T. Kempster, C.S. *. 


C. D. Hunter. 


Lieut. Mahon, E.R. 


Major Burns . 


19 th 


W. E. Wright, C. E. 




W. D. Griffith, W1 




Major Clarke 


77th 


Captain Menzies, C. E. 








Captain Hutcheson . 


R. N. 


W. T.Matier, C.E. 
W. Pierce, C. E. 












J. C. Haile, C. E. 

Capt. Donnellan, C.E. 
P. E. Donaldson, C. E. 






Kerry .... 


Captain Labalmondier 


83rd 


Henry Stokes, C. S. 


P. Fitzgerald . . . 


John M'Carthv. 




Lieutenant Greenwell 


70th 


Richard Bevan, C. E. 






Captain Forbes . 


R.N. 








Kildare . . . 


Lieutenant Brandling 


R. H. A. 


John Yeates, C. S. 


F. Hamilton . . . 


H. H. Robinson. 


Kilkenny . . 


Lieutenant Gallwey . 


R.E. 


Samson Carter, C. S. . 




Captain Rogers. 




Caotain Walker . 


69th 


Captain Ridge, C. E. 




King’s County 


Major Bennett 


Rovals 


Thomas Barclay, C. S. . 




Richard Woods. 




Lieutenant Hamilton. 


99 th 


John S. Mason, C. E. . 
Michael Fitzgerald, C.E. 
A. J. Murphy, C. E. 


J. J. Poe. 


Ponsonby Tottenham- 


Leitrim . . . 


Captain Bull . 


47th 


T. D. Hall, C. S. . . 


William Pendergast . 




Captain Layard . 


26th 


William Hall, C. E. 






Lieutenant Godby . 


R.A. 


T. Curley, C. E. 
Lionel Gisborne, C.E. 




William Carroll. 


Limerick . . 


Major Watson . . 


27th 


Captain Butler, C. E. . 






Hon. Capt. D. Blaguere 


H.P. 


Thomas Kearney, C.S. . 








Lieutenant Inglis . 


R.E. 








Lieutenant Telfer. 


R. A. 








Londonderry . 
Longford . . 


Captain Dill . 


R. E. 


Stewart Gordon, C. S. . 


James Brownlow . 


Samuel Hill. 

Lieutenant Lewi*- 


Major Bolton . 


75th 


James Bell, C. S. . . 


H. Bond .... 




Captain Walker . 


H.P. 


Captain Purcell. 


Louth .... 


Captain Harte 


49th 


John Neville, C. S. . , 


H. L. Brabazon . 


Mayo .... 


Captain Carev 


26th 


Henry Brett, C. S. . . 




R. M- Lynch. 




Captain Farren . 


47th 




T. H. Linde- 




Lieutenant Cox . 


R.A. 










Lieutenant Primrose . 


43rd 








Meath .... 


Captain Kennedy. . 


68th 


Samuel Searancke, C. S. 




II. Colston. 




Lieutenant Faussett . 


44th 


H . L. Lindsay, C. E. 
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A Nominal Return of Inspecting Officers, &c. — continued. 



Counties. 


Inspecting Officers. 


Corps. 


Engineers in Charge. j 


Inspectors of Drainage. 


Inspectors of Finance. 


Monaghan » • 


Captain Elude . . 


R.A. 


Alexander HaTrison, C. S. 


E. Golding . . , 


William De Rinzy. 






Richard Hill, C. E. 


R. Mayne. 

S. W. Roberts. 






Queen’s County . 


Major McKee . . 


3rd 


H. W. Townsend, C. S. 


William S. Trench . 


D. Clarke. 


Lieutenant Baillie . 


R.E. 








Roscommon . . 


Major Stuart . 


46th 


Thomas Barton, C. E. . 


Richard Irwin 


Dillon O’Connor and 


Captain Burmester . 


59th 


John Kelly, C. S. 




Lieut. O’Connor. 




Lieutenant Wethered. 


41st 


Henry Buck, C. E. . . 

William Smith, C. E. 






Sligo .... 


Captain Gilbert . 


R.E. 


N. St Leger, C. S. . . 


W. Halliday . . . 


Captain Kelly. 


Lieutenant Butcher . 


R. S. C. 






Tipperary . • 


Captain Norris . . 


64th 


A. Gahan, C.E.* ’ . 


J. J. Poe .... 


J. A. Deering, S. R. 


Captain .Ogle . . . 


R.E. 


Samuel Jones, C. S. . . 


T. G. Stoney . . . 


H. M. Hatched, N.R« 




Lieutenant Miller 


R.E. 


A. H. Crawford, C. S. . 


Robert Keating. 




Major Robinson . 


H.P. 


C. S. Cooper, C. E. . . 


H. Lane. 




Tyrone . • 


Captain Oldershaw . 


R. E. 


F. T. Howard, C. S. . 


J. W.Tener . . . 


Richard Darcy. ' 


Lieutenant Colomb . 


R. A. 




Robert Wilson. 
P. Foxall. 








Sir Thomas Ross, BaTt. 




Henry Owen, C. S. . . 


H. Hutcheson 


Hugh O’JLoghlen. 




Captain Hay . . . 


15 th 


Captain Mavne, C. E. . 


A. N. Meade. 




Captain Hill . . . 


57th 




Thomas Quirke. 






Lieutenant Downman 


83rd 




William O’Brien. 




Westmeath . 


Captain Telford . 


H. P. 


Florence Mahony, C. S. 


W illiam Levinge . 


Captain Ormshy. 




Captain Adams . 


88th 


B. H. Galland, C. E. 


George JJuflus. 






Captain Dyer 


R. N. 


J.B. Farrell, C.S. . . 


James George 


W. R. Mason. 




Captain Kelly 


3rd 




Henry Newton. 
W. S. Denton. 












H. Newland. 
J. F. Dalton. 




Wicklow , . , 


Lieutenant Anderson . 


R.H.A. 


James Boyle, C.E. . . 


Edward Dennis . . 
H. Newton. 


Robert Bates. 










Richard Bayley. 
Robert Sandys. 






Lieut.-Col. Fitzmaurice 


H.P. 


j 








Captain Wynne . 
Captain O’Brien . 
Captain Wynne . 


H. P. 


[Attached to head quarters 


i on special service. 






R.E. 


1 


1 





* Has also part of King's County. 



By Order, 

Office of Public If oris, Dublin, Jos- 0. Walks*, Secretary. 

March 2, 1847. 



i 
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Mr. Brewster to Mr. Walker. 

Kilfinane, March 7, 1847. 

I beg to report, for the information of the Board, that I was this day 
obliged to throw out of employment a large number of labourers, who were 
employed on the Relief Works in this barony. 

On the road from the village of Glenbrohone to the bridge at Ahayoona, 
where about 50 were daily employed, I found that an armed man had appeared 
on the work, and in the presence of all the labourers, did, with pistols in his 
hands, threaten, and intimidate the check clerk, and desired him to desist from 
setting task-work, or being hard on the men. 

On the new road from Ballylanders to Michelstown through Ballybrien, I 
found, that an armed party of five persons were seen on the w r orks, and that 
one of them came forward, and ordered both the check clerk and overseer to 
walk out from the men ; he then produced a pair of pistols, and desired them 
to kneel down, and after appealing to the workmen, to know if they had any 
complaint to make, and threatening them with death, he discharged the pistols 
over their heads. None of the men interfered, but, on the contrary, were 
chuckling and laughing the whole time. 

This conduct being so completely subversive of all peace and order, and 
acting on the printed circulars of the Board to that effect, I have suspended 
the w'ork for the present. The police are all on the alert, and I hope to have 
the parties arrested before very many days, but consider it, in the mean time, 
to be my duty to report the matter for the information of the Board. 



Major Ainslie to Mr. Walker. 

Office of the Inspecting Officer , Ballinasloe, 
March 8, 1847- 

I have the honour to state, for the information of the Board, that a 
large body of men assembled in this town this morning, giving out that they 
came to see the Relief Committee of the parishes from whence they chiefly 
came, in the county of Roscommon, close to the town. 

The crowd then paraded the town with clamour and noise, headed by a man 
carrying a loaf of bread on a pole, and who is in custody. Some excitement 
continues to prevail, and the troops w r ere under arms in the street, but no 
further outrage has been attempted up to the hour of post. 



Sir G. Grey to the Earl of Bessborough. 

Whitehall, March 4, 1847. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency s 
letter of the 27th ultimo, transmitting to me the first Report of the Relief 
Commissioners. . 

Her Majesty’s Government learnt with much satisfaction that the Com- 
missioners had taken all the measures which were practicable, prior to the 
passing of the Act under which their proceedings were to be regulated, for 
bringing into operation, as early as possible, the new system of relief with the 
superintendence of which they are charged. You will have received from me, 
subsequently to the date of your letter, copies of the Act itself, w'hich received 
the Royal Assent on the 26th ultimo. . „ 

Her Majesty’s Government are deeply impressed with the importance oi 
rendering the provisions of that Act generally available for the relief of desti- 
tution in Ireland with the least possible delay. The large increase which has 
taken place within the last few weeks in the number ol persons employed on 
Relief Works, under the Act 10 Viet, c. 107, has engaged their serious attention. 
It appears from the latest returns received from the Board of orks that, on 
the 17th ultimo, there were no less than 668,749 persons so employed, at a rate 
of expenditure not less than 40,0001. a-day. It further appears that, in addition 
to the sum of upwards of 3,000,000/. sanctioned by the Treasury, new present- 
ments have recently been provisionally authorized by your Excellency to the 
amount of 440,604/. T 

[b.w.2.] 21 
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Her Majesty’s Government feel the indispensable necessity of adopting imme- 
diate and decisive measures for bringing that system to a close. 

This conviction is not founded exclusively on considerations, however weighty, 
of the enormous expenditure which its continuance occasions : the interests of 
all classes in Ireland appear to the Government to demand that the system 
should cease. 

Efficient superintendence and adequate precautions against imposition and 
abuse have been found impracticable in dealing with works of such extent and 
with numbers of such magnitude. 

Representations, also, continue to be received by the Government, from various 
quarters, of the disposition on the part of the people to flock to the Relief 
Works to the neglect of the ordinary employment offered them in the cultiva- 
tion of the land. It is needless for me here to advert to the fearful consequences 
which must ensue from such neglect, as I am well aware that it is a subject 
which has occupied the careful and anxious attention of your Excellency ; but 
every day lost at the present season increases the danger to be apprehended from 
this 'cause. Her Majesty’s Government, therefore, feel it to lie an imperative 
duty to take those measures which are requisite for discontinuing, at the earliest 
period, a mode of relief which, though it could not be dispensed with while 
other means were wanting, must, if persevered in, be productive of the most 
injurious consequences. 

In my letter to your Excellency of the 28th January, I informed you, that 
while the plan of relief proposed by the Bill then about to be submitted to 
Parliament, and which has since received the sanction of the Legislature, was 
intended to be a substitute for the mode of relief provided by the 10 Viet., c. 107, 
Her Majesty’s Government were sensible of the difficulties which could not 
fail to attend the carrying into effect the change from the one system to the 
other, and that they did not contemplate the possibility of its being done at 
once and simultaneously throughout the country. They are also fully aware of 
the necessity which has existed of continuing the system of Relief Works, under 
the increasing pressure of distress and destitution, while the new measures of 
relief were incomplete, and were under the consideration of Parliament. Now, 
however, that Parliament lias granted the powers necessary to bring these 
measures into operation, i feel it my duty to impress upon your Excellency the 
importance of acting without delay on the views of Her Majesty’s Government, 
as expressed in my letter of the 28th January, by your causing it to be known 
that the Government will, as a general rule, decline to sanction any new pre- 
sentment under the 10 Viet., c. 107, and by your refusing your provisional 
sanction to any sucli presentment, except under the peculiar circumstances and 
for the limited object specified in that letter. 

Every new presentment, and every addition to the numbers employed on 
Relief Works, will only increase the difficulty of bringing that system to a close ; 
and I have, therefore, to express, in the strongest terms, the desire of Her 
Majesty’s Government that no extension of the system shall take place for mere 
purposes of relief, and that the gradual discharge of persons already employed 
shall be at once commenced, and shall be proceeded with as speedily as circum- 
stances will admit. 

Whenever additional relief is required, it should be afforded through the 
means of the Relief Committees to be formed under the Act which has just bear 
passed, and the relief given must be in accordance with the provisions of that 
Act, and not under the former Act of 10 Viet., c. 107. 

If in any special cases a departure from this rule should, in your Excellency’s 
opinion, be indispensable, I am to request that, before you give your sanction to 
any new presentment, or authorize the commencement of any Works, you will 
transmit to me, for the information of Her Majesty’s Government, a report of 
the peculiar circumstances which may induce you to consider such a course 
necessary, of the amount for which you think any presentment to be made 
under such circumstances is required, and of the nature of the work on which 
the money is to be expended. 
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The Earl of Bessborough to Sir George Grey. 

Dublin Castle , March 8, 1847. 

With reference to your letter of the 4th instant, I beg to state that 1 
am fully sensible of the importance of giving effect, with the least possible 
delay, to the provisions of the Relief Act, 10 Vic., c. 7, and of bringing to a 
close the system of relief by public employment, under the Act of last session. 
The neglect of cultivation which has been occasioned by the preference given, 
either from choice or necessity, to labour on the Public Works, has induced 
me to call the immediate attention of the different Relief Committees to tliis 
most important subject, in the hope that this fatal indifference to the wants of 
a future year may be checked, and that the occupiers of land may be compelled 
to proceed with the cultivation of their farms. With this object, I have directed 
a letter (of which a copy is herewith enclosed) to be addressed to the chairman 
of each Committee. 

While I am anxious to discountenance the mode of relief provided by the 
Poor Employment Act, I have nevertheless felt that, until the operation of the 
Act of the present session had provided other means for the relief of destitution, 
it would be impossible to stop all proceedings under the former measure. 

In many instances the works previously sanctioned for the respective baronies 
had been executed ; in others, although not completed, yet the sums voted for 
them had been expended, and it became therefore necessary to provide further 
employment by allowing new works to be presented, or further sums to be 
voted by the Presentment Sessions, for those already in progress. For this 
purpose, it was requisite to issue proclamations convening the justices and cess- 
payers in several baronies. * I have, however, only provisionally sanctioned such 
small sums in each locality as will suffice for carrying on the works for a 
limited period, and the Board of Works have been guided in their recom- 
mendations by the same view. 

I will, however, henceforward be guided by the opinions of Her Majesty s 
Government, as expressed in your letter of the 4th instant. 

The necessity of creating a perfectly new machinery for carrying out the 
arrangements proposed by the 10th Vic., c. 7, for the temporary relief of desti- 
tution has occasioned an unavoidable delay, but I will endeavour to accelerate 
its general operation by every means in my power. 



Enclosure. 

S IRj Dublin Castle , March 5, 1847. 

I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to request your attention, and that of the Relief 
Committee over which you preside-, to the great importance of securing by all possible means 
the immediate cultivation and sowing of the land, in order that the country may be saved from 
a recurrence of famine in the ensuing year. The people should not be allowed to indulge in 
the idle hope that, the present system of relief, either by means of public employment or by 
gratuitous distribution of food* can be perpetuated. The only means by which another famiue 
can be averted is by endeavouring, during the present season of spring, to secure future produce 
from the soil. 

His Excellency has observed that the number of persons daily employed on the Public 
Works has of late rapidly increased, and be has also learned that many have been admitted to 
the relief lists who could not he considered dependent on public employment for their support. 
He trusts, therefore, that immediate steps may be taken for the revision of the lists of each 
Committee, and that all who can by any means procure subsistence for themselves and their 
families, as well as those who, holding land, have failed to take- any steps for its cultivation, 
may be immediately struck o£F those lists. . 

There are. many districts where the farmers find sl difficulty in procuring labourers to enable 
them to carry on spring work. In such localities, the Committees should refuse employment 
on the Public Works to the able-bodied labourers who have shown their unwillingness to seek 
other employment. But the larger class are those who, being themselves holders of land, 
would be enabled in many instances, while one of the family is receiving relief on the Public 
Works, to provide for the cultivation of their small holdings through the other members of 
their family. It would be proper, in this case, to refuse reliet or employment on the Public 
Works to those who neglect the cultivation of their farms. 

His Excellency feels that he cannot too strongly impress on the minds of the Rebel Com- 
mittees the vital importance of using every exertion during the present month to provide against 
that want in a succeeding year which must of necessity ensue it the land shall be left waste and 
unproductive. , 

1 have, &c. 

The Chairman of the Redef Committee T. N. Redington. 

° f 212 
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Extract from Report of Lieutenant Anderson, Inspecting Officer, County 
Wicklow, on the Proceedings at the Extraordinary Presentment Sessions 
held at Ballinglass, dated 5th March, 1847. 

I regret to have to report that the landed proprietors of this neigbour- 
liood, generally speaking, do not seem inclined to take more labourers into 
their employment. 

The small farmers have an idea that Government will till their land for 
them. The chairman told them they might give up all such ideas. 

The labourers on some of the drainage works in this neighbourhood have 
shown a great disinclination to work by task ; a body of men came into me 
evidently with a view of getting Is. a-day instead, I told them both in and out 
of Court that they might either work by task or not at all. 



Lord Glengall to Sir R. Routh. 

Cahir, March 8, 1847. 

To show you the difficulties we landlords meet with, and to give you 
an idea of what may be expected on the subject of the beans and peas the 
Government are importing : — 

I procured a large quantity of these seeds. My tenants near Clogheen pro- 
mised to plant them. This day the seeds were sent there, my steward attending, 
&c. All the tenants refused to take them, fearing that they would be stolen 
when they grew ; for even the young cabbage plants are torn out of the ground. 
Reasoning was of no use. These men hold from 20 to 40 acres of fine land. 

They all run upon turnips and carrots. 

I hope to succeed better in other districts. 

A great deal has been said about landlords ploughing up their grass lands for 
green crops ; but it is overlooked that none but stubble lands will grow beans, 
peas, or carrots, &e. 



Captain Giffard to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Donegal, March 10, 1847. 

There is not much distress about here, the worst part of this Union 
being the division of Dunkineely. I find a very general feeling prevails among 
the landlords that it will be better for them to leave the small holdings (which 
form a large portion of the arable land) uncultivated this year, if the tenants 
will not give up possession to them, rather than supply the tenants with 
seed, as they say the tenant will be unable to pay rent and feed himself on a 
small farm of three or four acres, and they "will have to pay for the seed and 
get nothing for it. In many cases they are correct in this, and I fear a great 
portion of the land will be neglected instead of more being sown than was done 
last year. 

If the wages on the Public Works were reduced, more persons could be 
employed for the same money, and the inducements to go to the land would be 
greater, for at present they prefer the roads to draining, and will not go, and the 
farmers are afraid to complain. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir J. Burgoyne. 



March' 10, 1847. 

shall be obliged to you to follow the same practice which the Board 
of Works and Sir R. Routh adopted with great advantage to us all, that is, to 
send me, as you receive them, copies of the reports of your Inspecting Officers, 
and other documents calculated to keep the Government informed of all that 
is going on in different parts of the country, and to enable them to hold the 
course thev ought in Parliament, where, such is the intense interest felt in the 
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progress of events in Ireland, everything is mooted and discussed almost as soon 
as it occurs. 

The extracts appended to this letter relate to an important point, which we 
have taken much pains to explain, as any misconception upon it might be 
attended with the unfortunate result of bringing upon the national funds the 
entire burthen of the ordinary administration of the Poor Law system in 
Ireland. We shall be obliged to you to give the subject your particular atten- 
tion, and to take care that your accomitant, and others who may be entrusted 
with the settlement of the financial details, are fully aware of the state of the 
case. 

The rejection of the offer of the Admiralty to allow volunteers from among 
their half-pay medical officers to go to the most distressed districts in Ireland, 
to assist in giving medical aid, and in the distribution of suitable food, continues 
to give pain here ; and I should be glad either that the offer should be accepted, 
subject to any conditions and precautions that may be thought proper, or that 
the reason of its rejection should be given so as to satisfy people’s minds. 

Although I have not had the pleasure of hearing from you lately, the patient 
and persevering exertions you are making to reduce the new system to order, 
and to get it into motion, have reached me through several channels, and you 
have my earnest wishes for your success. 

I hope to be able to send you to-night a copy of the Treasury Minute, making 
the gradual reduction of the number of persons employed on the works impera- 
tive. It has become absolutely necessary to grapple, in a direct and effectual 
manner, with this monstrous evil ; for, setting aside the agricultural question, 
the mere financial result of having two such sluices open at once, as the Public 
Works and the new Relief Act, would have been formidable in the extreme. 

Sir Robert Ferguson was asking to-day when copies of the new Act would 
be distributed to the Relief Committees, and I told him that you had had a 
small edition printed, ready to distribute with your instructions. 



Mr. Walker to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of Public Works , Dublin, 
March 12, 1846. 

I am directed to forward you, for the information of the Lords Com- 
missioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the enclosed communications from 
Captain Burmester, Inspecting Officer in the County Roscommon, relative to 
some persons who were returned for employment on the Relief Works in the 
barony of Frenchpark. 



Enclosure. 

Captain Burmester to Mr. Walker. 

Castlereagh, March 10, 1847. 

I beg to forward two letters that I have received from Mr. French, relative to persons 
who were returned for employment on the Relief Works in Frenchpark, and the observations 
made on their particular cases by the Committee. 

I have marked in red ink my observatious on the respective cases. May I request you will 
have the kindness to return these documents when you may have done with them. 



Sir, Castlereagh, March 6, 1847. 

I REGRET to be again obliged to call your attention to the lists I have received from 
your Committee. 

I find that in the lists of men returned for work on the Cloonard river, the name of Pat 
Brennan of Cloonard. This man is returned in the books of the Union as possessing 22 acres 
1 rood and 25 perches, and he is rated at 18Z. 6.9. ; in your list he is stated to possess 12 acres 
only. 

Pat Kelly, of Cloonshever, is returned as possessing 4 acres and 1 rood; he appears to have 
upwards of 8 acres. 

Terence Freehill, of Cloonshever, returned as having only 4 acres and 1 perch, has upwards 
of 9. 

The widow Keenan, of Cuilgariff, returned by the Committee as having 9 acres and 3 roods, 
has 22 acres 2 roods and 28 perches, and is rated at 11Z. 1?. 
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Charle3 M'Dermott, stated to have 6 acres and 2 roods, has 13 acres and 24 perches, and 
is rated at 71. 13j. Peter Hanmer, returned as having 8 acres aud 1 rood, has 17 acres and. 
2 perches, and is rated at 1 1 1. 2s. 

I feel assured that it is only necessary to point out these circumstances to you to prevent a 
recurrence of them, and that you vvill assist me in keeping off persons from the works who are 
in comparatively comfortable circumstances, and who at present occupy the places of the 
destitute. 

I hare, &c. 

Fitzstephm French, Esq , (Signed) A. E. Burmester, Captain 

%c. fre, 



I do not think it well Pat Brennan, of Cloonard, is a very poor man, having twelve in family to support ; and 

to e mploy Cr 'men "who although he possesses about. 10 Irish acres, he is not able to support his family without ’relief 

possess 10 acres : they employment. 

ought to be preparing 

the land for the next 

crop. 

name'' of'^Pat^iell ^ at Kelly and his brother John holds 8 acres Irish jointly; and although the name of 
Mr. Ganly for employ- Pat is returned for the 8 acres, he is a man having no means to support his family without 
ment. relief aid. 



FreehilL 1 ° f Terence Terence Freehill holds no more than five acres of very lad land , and is as poor a man as 
any in that townland, having a long family. 

too lar^e ^ eenan . Iias Widow Keenan, of Kilgarriff, holds 9 acres and 3 roods of bad upland, and about 2 acres 
l an (Ho n ee d Toi ! c f- as - redeemed bog, having seven in family ; she is also very poor. 



There has been a mistake about inserting the name of Peter Hanmer ; as from inquiry it 
appears that this man never got any employment on the Public Works ; and although his 
name is on the lists, I do not consider he will ask for employment. 

Charles M'Dermott holds 6 acres and 2 roods of arable land and. some coarse bottom; I 
consider this man very poor from best inquiry I have made. 



My dear Sir, French Park, March 9, 1847. 

I feel much obliged to you for calling my attention to the cases of Brennan, of Clon- 
sherer, Kelly, Freehill, &c. I send you by Moyer, the explanation which has been given to 
the Committee about them. I should very much wish to see you for half an hour, about the 
lists. Could you drive over to morrow. 

I have, &c. 

Captain Burmester, (Signed) Fitz. French. 

$'c. frc. 

My dear Sir, Castlereagh , March 10, 1847. 

I have your note of the 9.th instant, and - in consequence of your recommendation, I 
have requested - Mr. Ganly to lose, no time m employing Pat Kelly, of Cloonshever, and Ter- 
ence Freehil-l, of the same place. 

As the’ spring work is now coming on, I would not put the others on, (who have tolerable 
holdings of land,) until such time as they have their ground cultivated aud cropped. 

I regret that I am unable to get over to French Park to day; I will take the first opportu- 
nity ot seeing you. 

I have, &c. 

F French , Esq. (Signed) A. E. Burmester. 

frc. frc. 



My dear Sir, March 1847. 

On my return here I found both your letters, the number of persona sent on each list 
has been limited to the number, the engineer is prepared to employ on the work for which they 
are recommended. 

The works have been presented for nearly three months, several of them have not yet been 
commenced, owing to the lists not having been sent to the - stewards. The lists you have re- 
turned, I have no means to fill up, the names on them are those of persons whose employment 
you before sanctioned. When the quantity of land held by each, their ages, &c., were furnished 
to you ; those papers are, I suppose in your possession, they are not in mine. It appears a great 
hardship to keep the people starving, when there is plenty of work. 

. I have, &c. 

Captain Burmester, (Signed) Fitz. French. 

8fc. 8fc. 



Mr. E. De Vere to Mr. Griffith. 

Curragh Chase, Adare y 

T _ March 13, 1847. 

1 thtnk that much misrepresentation has gone abroad, as to the neglected 
state oi agriculture, and the difficulty of finding - labourers. After a close 
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inspection of my own barony I have come to the conclusion that, considering 
the breadth of land likely to be employed in turnip, in place of potato culture, 
the state of the tillage, is almost, if not quite as forward as in other years. 
There are very many labourers unemployed whom the farmers could easily 
have at Is. per day, if they chose to employ them, and would pay their wages 
regularly. There is also a far greater breadth of potato culture than I ex- 
pected. 

Our works here are going on well. 



Mr. Hornsby to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin , 
March 15, 1847. 

I am directed to forward, for the information of the Lords Commissioners 
of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the enclosed copy of a letter from Captain Gordon, 
Inspecting Officer in the county of Clare. 



Enclosure. 

Captain Gordon to Mr. Walker. 

Ennis, March 11, 1S47- 

With reference to my last report, I beg to enclose the- returns of cheek clerks for the 
parish of Killilagh for the weeks ending the 20th and 27th February aud the 6th March, by 
which it will he seen the numbers were reduced from 1583 to 666. 

On Tuesday last I attended the Committee at Fisher-street by appointment, and received 
lists from the Committee containing the names of 1885 persons selected them in Committee, 
and took off 719, leaving still an immense proportion for work, although reduced by upwards 
of 400. I am now employed classifying these ; and by the information I hare, and bv the 
valuation, I shall attend again next week and reduce the number to 800. 

I visited Lisconnor yesterday and checked their registry of destitute in Committee: the 
numbers will be greatly reduced, and I shall duly inform the Board of the exact number. 

In Burren, however, the greatest reduction has taken place (the numbers I shall report ), 
since the greatest abuses did exist. T am acting upon every information I can get, and proceed 
to Ballyoogban early to-morrow, in order to have a further revision. 

New lists (exclusive of Carron, Aughtemana Abbey,) were sent in containing 2810 names, 
and from these I took off 940, and wrote to the chairman to say that the numbers must be 
further reduced. 

In Ennistymon the greatest confusion prevails, and there is, I may sav, no Committee, ami 
nothing can consequently be done, as some families have all employed and others none. I in- 
tend to exert myself the next week in that place, and I hope the new Committee may be at. 
once formed. 

More tillage is going on than before, but not, to the extent it should do. The turning off the 
farmers in Killilagh has had a good effect, since it has obliged them to do something to their 
land; and when I told the people there, that no personshaving land or cattle could be employed 
they weut away quietly, and, I understand, -expressed their intention of tilling their ground as 
long as their means allowed them. 

On one work, between Ennis and Ennistymon, I found 27 had left far agricultural purpose; 
out of 42. 



EXTRACTS from JOURNALS of INSPECTING OFFICERS. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Handcock, R.A., Inspecting Officer, County Fer- FERMANAGH, 
managh, for week ending 13th February, 1847. 

This county remains perfectly quiet. There are now upwards of 9000 persons employed 
on the Public Works, and I regret to say that the applicants still continue to increase. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Ha-ndcock, R.A., Inspecting Officer, County Fer- 
managh, for week ending 20th February, 1847. 

The weather has been very much against farming operations; and as the markets are so 
high, I fear seed will be scarce, and that few of the small farmers will have money to purchase 
it. Most of the holdings in this county are small. However, l •am given to understand that 
up to the present time there is more here and wheat sowed than usual. The county remains 
perfectly quiet. 
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FERMANAGH. ^ XTBACT f rom Journal of Captain Handcoce, R.A., Inspecting Officer, County Fer- 
managh, for week ending 27th February, 184/. 

Some of the men employed on the works are now going to the farmers, but of course they 
will not take any that are not able-bodied. 



ANTRIM. Extract from Journal of Mr. Maxwell, Inspecting Officer, County Antrim, for week 

ending 6th February, 1847. 

Mr. Lanyon, the county surveyor, informs me that the people employed on the Public 
Works (roads) have worked steadily and well, and have earned good wages. 



Extract from Journal of Mr. Maxwell, Inspecting Officer, County Antrim, for week 
ending 13th February, 1847. 

The Public Works have been stopped repeatedly this week from the extreme severity of the 
weather. The conduct of the people is reported to me as excellent ; there are no outrages 
. occurring even in the most distressed districts. The workmen on the Public Works are hard- 
working and industrious, and earn good wages. Farm operations have been going on as in 
former years in this county. 



Extract from Report of Mr. Brooke, Inspector of Drainage, County Antrim, for week 
ending 13th February, 1847. 

From the state of the weather little could be done on the drainage works. I therefore, at 
the suggestion of Captain Maxwell, had die people called on the special relief system. Nothing 
can be better, generally speaking, than the conduct of the working people ; not so of some of 
the farmers, many of whom are throwing every obstacle in the way of the drainage works 
going on. With one or two exceptions, the Relief Committees in the four baronies under my 
charge are not working well ; indeed some of them not at all. I am happy to say that the 
field-work, so far as ploughing is concerned, is generally as far forward as usual at this time of 
year. I would beg to suggest that the roads under the Relief Acts should be stopped for a 
time, and all the hands turned to draining, in order to get the land ready for labouring. 



Extract from Journal of Mr. Maxwell, Inspecting Officer, County Antrim, for week 
ending 20th February, 1847. 

From all the information I have been able to obtain, I find that great distress is prevalent 
in the northern and sea-coast baronies, and the applications for relief are daily increasing. 
Several of the Relief Committees have only begun to meet in their districts, and are as yet 
quite unacquainted with their business. But all that I have met are most anxious to attend 
and follow the Government instructions. 

The county is perfectly quiet and well behaved. I have only heard of one instance of turnip 
stealing since my arrival. The farmers are tilling their land much as usual. 



Extract from Journal of Mr. Maxwell, Inspecting Officer, County Antrim, for week 
ending 27th February, 1847. 

The farming operations are going on much as usual; but as yet not many farm labourers 
are employed. I have considered it my duty to give the greatest publicity to the Board’s 
Circular of the 29th October, 1846, “allowing farmers to apply for labourers to the stewards 
on the Public Works.” 



MONAGHAN. Extract from Journal of Captain Flude, Inspecting Officer, County Monaghan, for week 

ending 20th February, 1847. 

The small portion of farm-work going on is entirely confined to farms above 10 acres ; those 
below that amount do not show the slightest disposition to apply their labourers to their farms. 
The poor-houses in every Union in the county are full to overflowing. 



Extracts from Journal of Major Townsend, Inspecting Officer, County Cavan, for week 
ending 6th February, 1847. 

The state of the county generally is peaceable ; some robberies have taken place which I 
understand have not been by destitute persons, but. by them who make the general distress a 
pretence for disorder. The Committees transact their business generally with regularity ; that 
of Drumhunnion the least so. There are very few resident gentry in that district; the chair- 
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man, Mr. Dease, lives in Longford county, and does not attend regularly. The secretary too 
is inattentive. I have had to send some documents back to him, owing to the careless manner 
in which the secretary drew them up. The engineers are satisfied with the conduct of the 
overseers. The check-clerks are generally becoming attentive, but I have had to dismiss one 
or two for taking orders from Roman Catholic priests, members of Committees ; one who 
refused to obey a priest’s order was falsely accused to me by the priests, who was very angry 
at my refusing to dismiss him. 

The labourers on a few of the works have shown a disinclination to task-work, to which I 
thought it right to express a determination not to give way. In general, however, the works 
are proceeding regularly, and I have not heard any complaints except when individuals think 
themselves unfairly rejected, and an undue preference to be given to others. The Roman 
Catholic clergy are often accused of a preference to those of their parishioners who pay them 
their dues, instead of the poorer who have not the money to give. But I have not yet suc- 
ceeded in bringing home such a charge, the men being in evident dread of the authority of the 
priests. 



Extract from Journal of Major Townsend, Inspecting Officer, County Cavan, for week 
ending 13th February, 1847. 

There were two Presentment Sessions in the past week at Bailieborough on Monday; at 
Virgenia on Friday. The former was characterised by long speeches and waste of time ; the 
latter, by a more business-like mode of acting. But at first there was much disorder ; the 
chairman. Rev. Mr. Sargent, having to call Rev. Mr. Cavaity, P. P., of Killenken, to order, 
and to threaten to compel obedience to his authority by calling in the police. Mr. Sargent’s 
firmness restored order. The Drumbanner Relief Committee continues irregular aud unsatis- 
factory ; I have had to return several documents carelessly and incorrectly drawn up. The 
severity of the weather has prevented progress in agriculture, which is very backward. 

The works have not generally beeu retarded by the frost or snow of tiie precedincr week, 
especially in these works where the labour is performed by task-work. The labourers are, 
many of them, weakened by want of sufficient nourishment. Many cases of dysentery and 
fever, also some of dropsy, have been reported to me. Soup kitchens have been established 
with very good effect. It is reported to me that the Roman Catholic clergy at Virgenia entirely 
hang back from aiding these soup kitchens. 



Extract from Journal of Major Townsend, Inspecting Officer, County Cavan, for week 
ending 20th February, 1847. 

The same reckless spirit of voting large sums of money, by those on whom but little of the 
weight of repayment will fall, still prevails. At the late sessions at Ballynagh an attempt was 
made to check this spirit, but it was clamorously overruled. 

Much sickness prevails, and is likely to increase, owing to misery and starvation. The 
peasantry seem disinclined to labour at agriculture, and seem to trust wholly, or nearly so, to 
the measures of Government. The spirit of despondency is far from diminishing, perhaps it is 
on the increase. 

Agriculture is still much neglected, though a certain progress is making. 



Extract from the Journal of Major Townsend, Inspecting Officer, County Cavan, for 
week ending 27th February, 1847. 

The general state of distress in the country still continues, and but little effort appears to he 
making by the peasantry themselves to meet the emergency. Agriculture continues much 
neglected, though more fields are under the plough than last week. The smaller farmers say, 
and I believe with much truth, that they have not means to work their farms. From all 
quarters I hear of persons emigrating or preparing to do so, chiefly those who have some means 
of their own, the utterly destitute being left behind. 

'ILe Relief Committees, generally, exert themselves to meet the emergency ; but some of 
the members appear disposed more to throw blame on others, than to contribute their own 
efficient assistance. The works are all more or less making progress ; but the state of physical 
weakness of the labourers, occasioned by want of food in sufficient quantity, does not permit 
much active exertion. Disease also is prevalent, caused by privation and suffering. 



Extract from Journal of Lieutenant Milward, R A., Inspecting Officer, County Donegal, 
for week ending 6th February, 1847. 

On Wednesday last I met Count de Stryelecki, who produced a letter from Colonel Jones 
desiring the inspecting officers to give him every assistance. I accordingly gave him all the 
information in my power as to the state of the country and the character of various persons. It 
will be impossible to form Relief Committees in each electoral district in some parts of this 
county. There is one Poor Law Union (Glenties) which is in a most deplorable state. The 
chairman is a tinier; there is no doctor, and some idea of the class of the Guardians may be 
[b. W. 2.]- 2 K 



' CAVAN". 



DONEGAL. 
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formed by the fact that two of them got tickets for the work, one of whom is still working, and 
a perfect object of charity. 

There is a report current that the people who are on the works will remain there, but those 
who are not will get gratuitous relief, and in consequence I have not nearly so many applicants 
for work, except in one parish, where the priest has been giving notes to a great many people 
to bring to me ; and I am informed that when I refuse them employment, he tells them that I 
do it on purpose to annoy him, & c., and thus creates a bad feeling against me. This is not the 
only instance in which the same plan is resorted to. 



Extract from Journal of Mr. Dogherty, Inspecting Officer, County Donegal, for week 
ending 6th February, 1847. 

Very little farm operations are in progress here yet. The very small farmers here have 
spent the last three months in search of tickets for employment, and very few they have 
got, nor can they be induced to till their own farm, although loitering about idle, .but perhaps 
weak with hunger. 



Extract from Report of Captain O’Neill, Inspecting Officer, County Donegal, for week 
ending 6th February, 1847. 

Having been last week in Ennishowen, I find there is great distress in and about Carndanagh 
and Clonmony, and all about that part of the country. 



Extract from Journal of Captain O’Neill, Inspecting Officer, County Donegal, for week 
ending 20th February, 1847. 

In no part of Kilmacrennan or Ennishowen has any attempt at farming commenced. The 
barony of Raphoe have advanced in the farming, as there are many fields ploughed, and every 
day a visible improvement in that way, but all other parts of this county are very backward. 



Extract from Journal of Mr. Fitzroy, Inspecting Officer, County Donegal, for week 
ending 6th February, 1847. 

The oat stacks, I am sorry to say, are decreasing very much. I can see a great change in the 
mountain district since the beginning of last month. Most of the farmers in the low district 
have, I am informed, some seed potatoes, and are going to set them. 



Extract from Journal of Mr. Knox, Inspecting Officer, County Donegal, for week ending 
13th February, 1847. 

The farmers are beginning to prepare their lands. There are more seed potatoes in the 
county than people at first supposed ; almost every farmer has a few to plant, if they will grow 



Copy of Report from Mr. Doherty, Inspector of Drainage, County Donegal, for week ending 
13th February, 1847. 

During the preceding week the snow storm was so great that very little drainage has been 
performed ; the work, however, is being carried on steadily by the stronger class of workmen, 
who could withstand the stormy weather, while the weaker and worse clad, and perhaps badly 
fed workmen, were not able to endure it. 

The country seems in a very poor state ; many will die of starvation if they do not obtain 
constant employment. 

I cannot say that there are any Relief Committees here. No farm operations are in progress 
yet, with the exception of a very few of the wealthier class, who have commenced to plough. 

I beg to observe that I meet with great opposition by some of the farmers whose land I have 
to get drained; they are afraid of some very heavy tax (they say) being put on the land on 
account of the expenditure, and it is with much ado they will permit me to get on with the 
drainage in some instances ; they will neither improve the land nor suffer others to do so. 



Extract from Journal of Lieutenant Vilhers, Inspecting Officer, County Donegal, for 
week ending 20th February, 1847. 

In the barony of Boylagh the land is nearly all lying waste. I did not observe the slightest 
appearance of any farming going on. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




BOARD OF WORKS. 



239 



Extract from Journal of Lieutenant Milward, R. A., Inspecting Officer, County Donegal, DONEGAL, 

for week ending 27th February, 1847. 

The outcry for employment still continues as bad as ever ; there is no employment given in 
the country except by Mr. John Hamilton, near Donegal, nor is there any prospect of any 
being given. 

Extract from Journal of Mr. Wilson, Inspector of Drainage, County Tyrone, for week TYRONE, 
ending 6th February, 1847. 

I have to remark that the proprietors of lands on which drainage is being executed are well 
pleased with the works. A gentleman (James Scott, Esq., of Bloomhill, Dungannon) stated 
at a meeting of the Agricultural Society, on Thursday last, that the works going on on his 
estate under the Board are better executed, and more amount of labour done for the money, 
than if he were doing it himself. The amount of destitution is great in this barony. The 
money on some presentments will be expended in a fortnight, in others it will last two months. 

The usual farming operations of the season are much neglected, by small farmers particularly. 



Extract from Journal of Mr. Colomb, Inspecting Officer, Tyrone County, for week ending 
6th February, 1847. 

The Inspectors of Drainage have remarked to me that in hard stony ground, or where large 
stones frequently occur in the line of a drain, it is impossible for the men to earn enough for the 
support of their families at the rate of 4 d. per perch. 

I have had complaints from the labourers on the same subject. 

The works I have visited are progressing rapidly, and are executed in a creditable manner. 
The country is quiet. 

The Relief Committees I have attended are very zealous in the discharge of their duties ; but 
those of Caledon and Aughnacloy have not as yet made out their lists of destitute for me, which, 
however, I expect early next week. The engineers are satisfied with their overseers. 

In general the usual farming operations are progressing as usual. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Oldershaw, R. E., Inspecting Officer, County Tyrone, 
for week ending 13th February, 1847. 

Barony of Omagh. 

The Relief Committees have been active in the discharge of their duties. The engineer is 
satisfied with the conduct of the overseers. The. farm operations have been altogether retarded 
by the heavy fall of snow and continued frost during the week. 

The drainage operations have been much interrupted by the snow during the week. On 
Thursday most of the works were stopped, the snow having drifted in many places so as to cause 
it to be on some of the roads from two to three feet deep. 



Extract from Journal of Lieutenant Colomb, Inspecting Officer, County Tyrone, for week 
ending 20th February, 1847. 

The works are progressing in a satisfactory manner. The country, although in a great state 
of destitution, is perfectly quiet. The Relief Committees continue to discharge their duties 
with zeal. The Inspector of Drainage is satisfied with the conduct of the overseers. In those 
parts of the county which I have visited, the usual farming operations are in general progressing. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Oldershaw, R. E., Inspecting Officer, County Tyrone, 
for week ending 27th February, 1847. 

The farm operations are going on actively, and the cottagers are stocking their small gardens 
with vegetables. 

Extract from Journal of Captain Brereton, Inspecting Officer, County Down, for week 
ending 6th February, 1847. 

At several of the Committees I am in the habit of attending, I find considerable difficulty in 
getting the members to furnish a correct list of the destitute from them several localities, and 
in many instances I have been compelled reluctantly to refuse taking those persons on the 
Public Works whom they have recommended, until a more correct list would be furnished. 
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Extract from Journal of Captain Brereton, Inspecting Officer, County Down, for WPot 
ending 13th February, 1847. 

I would again beg to call the attention of the Committee to the very great distress pre 
vailing at Rathfryland, the Committee of which place have made frequent reports to me that 
the distress in their locality is rapidly increasing, with a population of 22,000 inhabitants, and 
a third of this number in a state of utter destitution. The people have no relief whatever i n 
this district from Public Works, and the funds of the Committee are utterly inadequate to 
administer relief to the wants of this fast-increasing misery. I would also mention that the 
principal landed proprietor, the Hon. General Meade, is an absentee, and his agent seems 
authorized to give but sparingly to his famishing tenantry. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Brereton, Inspecting Officer, County Down, for week 
ending 20th February, 1847. 

From the very enormous price that oats have arrived at in this locality, it. having i n this 
week’s markets brought 3D. 6d. per barrel (seed quality), the poorer farmers find it quite 
impossible to purchase at this ruinous price, and the greater number of them have already con- 
sumed the small quantity they had reserved for seed, in order to keep themselves and families 
from starvation. I therefore greatly fear that unless they get immediate assistance to’ enable 
them to procure seed, many of them will be compelled to leave their ground untilled. I am 
sorry to have to state that a most malignant fever is now rapidly spreading among the inhabit- 
ants of Newry. The streets in die old portion of the town being narrow, filthy, and densely 
populated, add to the increase of the disease. One of the Relief Committee fell a victim to this 
malignant fever this present week, caught in the discharge of his duties while attending at the 
soup kitchen. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Brereton, Inspecting Officer, County Down, for week 
ending 27th February, 1847. 

The farmers who hold large farms in some parts of the county, particularly in the barony of 
Seeall, are already giving employment to many of the hitherto unemployed labourers, by tilling 
their ground and getting in their seed, &c. Mr. Forde, of Seaforde, a gentleman who holds 
very extensive property in this part of. the county, has purchased 16007. worth of seed corn for 
his tenantry. Although of benefit to them, it has proved injurious to the small farmers of the 
neighbourhood, in consequence of raising the markets at Castlewellan and Rathfryland. The 
poorer farmers are now entirely precluded obtaining seed for their ground ; in most cases having 
already used the little store they had intended for that purpose. 



Extract from Journal of Mr. Griffith, Inspecting Officer, Armagh County, for week 
ending 6th February, 1847. 

In the barony of Armagh ploughing has commenced pretty generally, and tire other ordinary 
farm operations appear in the state of progress usual at this season of the year, especially in the 
neighbourhood of the principal towns. In the smaller holdings, however, (same as in other 
years,) there is, as yet, very little labour begun. 

In my letters of yesterday and the day before, I have referred to the destitute condition of 
the people in Upper Orier, and the accounts I have received from Upper Fews are no better. 
There is also as deplorable destitution in parts of the barony of Armagh, though less ex- 
tensive. 

Tuesday, 2nd, I went to Chavlemontto inspect No. 36, and investigate a complaint made by 
Col. Pack as to the absence from the works of John Steenson, the overseer, from which charge 
he fully exculpated himself to my satisfaction; Friday, 5th, to No. 36, again to investigates 
case of insubordination; and Saturday, 6th, third time to visit No. 36 for the purpose of inves- 
tigating a charge of drunkenness and neglect of duty made by Mr.' George Miller, pay clerk, 
against Jacob M'Clean, check clerk, which charge was fully established ; in consequence 
whereof I have removed said Jacob M'Clean from his situation oil the Relief Works: 



Extract from Journal of Captain Mayne, Inspector of Drainage, County Monaghan, for 
week ending 13th February, 1847. 

I find still a great reluctance to work by task, and so long as any road work is going on, the 
men cannot be induced to leave it. There is no chance whatever of getting the farm labour 
executed so long as any Public Work is in progress where labourers are paid by the day. 
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Extract from Journal of Captain Flude, R.A., Inspecting Officer, County Monaghan, for MONAGHAN, 
week ending 27th February, 1847. ° 

Some indisposition has shown itself on the part of the labourers to go to the employment of 
the farmers, which on investigation I have found generally to arise from the low rate of wages 
offered both for task . and days work, viz., lOd. in the latter case, which is not enough at the 
present rate of provisions ; but that being the rate paid on the works, I have obliged them to go, 
at the same time recommending the farmer to give more. The same objection may be made 
to draining by task ; the farmers are now willing to give more than they have been in the 
habit of giving in former years. 



Extract from Journal of Mr. Brownlow, County Londonderry, for week ending LONDONDERRY. 
13th February, 1847. 

Farm operations rather slackened ; as much the result of the weather as any inactivity among 
the farmers. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Dill, R.E., Inspecting Officer, County Londonderry, for 
week ending 13th February, 1847. 

A severe snow storm fell in the commencement of the week, which has entirely put a stop to 
the farming operations which had previously commenced. This continued the whole week 
until Saturday afternoon, when heavy rain thawed the snow, which has now almost dis- 
appeared. 

The destitution has, I regret to report, fearfully increased, and also the number of cases cf 
fever and dysentery, which are becoming very prevalent. 

The poor-house in Londonderry is quite full, and the others throughout the country rapidly 
filling. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Dill, R.E., Inspecting Officer, County Londonderry, for 
week ending 20th February, 1847. 

The principal farming operations at present progressing are ploughing and harrowing, which 
requires little manual labour. I regret to state that there seems to be scarcely anything doing 
as yet with a view to provide a supply of early vegetables for the months of May and June. 
At the same time I have also remarked that the corn-stacks are rapidly disappearing. 



Extract from Journal of Mr. Fitzgerald, Inspecting Officer, County Kerry, for week KERRY, 
ending 6th February, 1847. 

Difficulty has occurred at the commencement of all the Drainage Works, in consequence of 
the aversion to task-work prevalent at present among the labouring classes. 



Extract from Journal of Capt. Labalmondiere, Inspecting Officer, County Kerry, for 
week ending 6th February, 1847. 

The farmers very generally are evincing a disposition to leave the works in a week or ten 
days’ time ; I am turning them off wherever I can find them. In the relief district of Brusna 
the greatest abuses of this kind have existed from the commencement, in consequence of a (most 
mistaken) resolution passed by the Committee, allowing farmers to be placed on the works 
through whose grounds the roads passed, on condition of their not claiming compensation for 
damage done. Now these men are in many instances not only independent but wealthy ; they 
have usurped almost all the gangmanships, and I am confident amount in numbers to nearly 
one-twelfth of the whole number of labourers employed in them. I have, of course, turned 
them off whenever I could find them, and have applied for fresh lists from the Committee, 
excluding all these persons. As yet there is little or nothing going on in the fields. 

I have made a special report of the state of affairs at Miltown. I do not think that this 
Committee transact their business in a satisfactory manner, and that of Killnylin is even more 
irregular. A very strong feeling exists of maintaining parochial boundaries in the allotment of 
labourers, and I conceive that this distinction is kept up instead of being removed by the 
influence of the Roman Catholic clergy. The consequence has been that men who have been 
sent into another parish to work, the worl£ in their own being exhausted, have been beaten back 
by their neighbours ; and it was only by the exertions of the priest in restraining their violence, 
that the presence of military was rendered unnecessary. 

I should add that many of the farmers, admitted as above, have been and will be benefited 
instead of injured by the roads. 



[b. W. 2.] 
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KERRY. Extract from Journal of Lieutenant Green-well, Inspecting Officer, County Kerry, for 
week ending 6th February, 1847. 

Distress appears to be on the increase, in spite of the immense sums weekly expended in the 
country. 

Dysentery and fever are every day becoming more virulent, and though in this part of Kerry 
no well-authenticated case of death by starvation has as yet been published, it is beyond question 
that, the want of food has generally reduced the strength of the people and laid them open to 
the attacks of disease. 

The country has, as usual, continued in a tranquil state, one instance of insubordination haying 
occurred, and in that the destitute labourers were not implicated. 

The Relief Committees, with the exception of those acting in Listowel, are, as I have before 
slated, composed of very objectionable persons, and it is exceedingly difficult, though using every 
exertion, to obtain proper relief lists and afford relief t.o. the really destitute. A most common 
practice is, on a requisition being made, to fill in the sheets with a number of persons in com- 
paratively comfortable circumstances, and then on forwarding the sheets to represent, and fre- 
quently with truth, that a number of really destitute have been omitted, hoping by that means 
to get work for all. 

Two or three Committees have also refused to fill in the forms as required, not possessing the 
courage to make a proper selection, alleging as an excuse that the general destitution was so 
great, that it was impossible to make any distinction. The consequence has been that several 
poor persons have been struck off when we were reducing the number to that required by the 
engineer. 

Farm operations can hardly be said to have yet commenced, and in this county never will, so 
as considerably to lighten the pressure upon the Public Works. ' 



Extract from Journal of Captain Labalmondiere, Inspecting Officer, County Kerry, 
for week ending 13th February, 1847. 

Barony of Trughanacmy. 

The Killorglin Relief Committee’s method of transacting business is very unsatisfactory, their 
lists, when I can get them, (which is very seldom) very confused, and little attention ap- 
pears to have been paid to the selection. The labourers, too, are the most turbulently disposed 
of any in my district. I dismissed some from the works for abusing and assaulting a superin- 
tendent, and turned off a number of persons whose names appeared on no list. A few ploughs 
may now be seen at work, but I fear little prospect exists of diminishing, to any very great ex- 
tent for some time, the relief as afforded by the works in this part of Kerry. 



Extract from the Report of Mr. Fitzgerald, Inspecting Officer, County Kerry, for 
week ending 13th February, 1847. 

I regret to' state that I have been informed, that since my visiting the drainage works in the 
electoral division of Ballylongford, the labourers employed thereon have left the works,' stating 
that the rate of pay was too low. The rates for the details of the works have been fixed by me 
fully as high as the interests of the “undertakers” would permit, and at those rates, a labourer 
working fairly, might get from 15 d. to 16<f. per diem; the same practice of “turning out,” 
however, has been practised in other districts, and not being successful in obtaining extravagant 
prices, the parlies have since returned to the works. 



Extract from Report of Lieut. Greenwell, Inspecting Officer, County Kerry, for week 
ending 13th February, 1847. 

The works iu Irraghticonnor are now in full operation, without however sufficiently supplying 
the wants of the people; in Clanmaurice, there is not the same regularity, nor are the works so 
equally distributed. New works in both baronies have been by me recommended for execution, 
sufficient, provided the destitute only be employed, to relieve distress during the next six or 
eight weeks. Insubordination is becoming more general; parties from Ballylongford andBally- 
bunnion having entered Listowel during the past week, and although prevented committing 
violence to persons or property, displaying a spirit and determination rarely witnessed in the 
inhabitants of this neighbourhood, near the causeway; also the labourers and populace have 
become discontented and rebellious, having on one occasion, driven the steward appointed by the 
engineers off the road, and put another man, by their own election, iii his place. 

The position of the engineer is difficult and dangerous : there are no resident gentry, no police ; 
the people have no confidence in the members of committee, with the exception of the parish 
priest, Mr. E. McCarthy, whose authority is uncontrolled, and whose exertions are all directed 
to the cramming of labourers upon the roads, irrespective of the advantages to be derived thereby. 
The Relief Committees in Clanmaurice are without exception inefficient, and sufficient proofhas 
already been given, that in the statements of several no confidence or reliance ought to be 
placed. On my making a requisition for labourers to the Inamore Relief Committee for the 
Bienny road, they declined complying with my request, stating that the distress was so great 
and pressing, that no selection could possibly be made, and that double the number ought to 
employed : frequent demands were likewise made by the Lennan Committee to put more men 
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upon the same road. Mr. Mitchell, engineer in charge, having, when visiting this work, made 
particular inquiry, and obtained information from the really destitute, who were out of employ- 
ment, discovered that no less than 54 out of 350 persons were farmers, their servants or men 
having money in bank. Since my last report, no progress has been made with the preparation 
of the soil, and the combination of all classes is complete to keep the labourers on the Public 
Works. 



KERRY. 



Extract from Letter of Thomas Gill, Esq. — 13th February, 1847. 

Barony of Glenarough. 

Every effort should be made to mitigate the suffering here, which I believe to be, if possible, 
even greater than that of Skibbereen. 

The daily average of deaths cannot now be much less than 20, wheu from one small locality 
in it 10 died in a day and a night, as reported by me to you this day. 

There are no resident gentry here, and private charity is out of the question. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Forbes, Inspecting Officer, County Kerry, for week ending 
13th February, 1847. 

I am sorry to say that destitution is on the increase ; 10 people died in one small spot, called 
Lauragh (in the parish of Tuosist), last night from want. Every day brings the sad tidings 
of several having died, and all from the same distressing cause. 



Extract from Journal of Lieut. Greenwell, Inspecting Officer, County Kerry, for week 
ending 20th February, 1847. 

The misery of the people appears to be at its height : in consequence of the insufficiency and 
change of food, disease is on the increase, especially to the west of Dingle, and many are daily 
being added to the hundreds who have perished within the last two months. Athough statements 
were made at the January sessions, by several influential persons, that large sums of money 
would be taken and expended under the “Treasury Minute,” and on that account an objection 
was made to Mr. Laboucbere’s letter, yet their promises still remain unfulfilled, and I cannot 
discover that any steps are being taken by the proprietors (excepting two gentlemen of small 
properties) to meet the distress and the demand for employment on the closing of the present 
works. The business of the Dingle Relief Committee is unsatisfactorily carried on, and their 
book of destitute labourers is still in a very unfinished state. Farm operations have not as yet 
commenced. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Labalmondiere, Inspecting Officer, County Kerry, for 
week ending 20th February, 1847 

Baronies of Magunihy and Trugkenacmy. 

I begin to see a few more signs of cultivation ; but the number of people at work in the fields 
is very limited. nn 

A very intelligent farmer told me, that whereas in ordinary years he employed iy or A) men 
for about 10 weeks in the spring, he should this year only employ four or five men for three 

The diminution in the quantity of land under potatoes, will necessarily decrease the demand 
for spade labour, and much more will be done by horse work, than has hitherto been the case. 

We may not; therefore, anticipate much relief to the roads, from the employment of the 
people in the fields. 

Extract from Report of Lieut. Greenwell, Inspecting Officer, County Kerry, for week 
ending 27th February, 1847. 

In the parishes to the west of Dingle, the.poor are suffering great privations. Even when 
possessing money, it is difficult to obtain a regular supply of food, depots not having been as 
yet established in the hamlets for the sale of small quantities ; and in Dingle the supply being 
hardly equal to the demand, and the arrival of vessels uncertain, the price is always consider- 
ably higher than in Listowel or Tralee. In Irraghticonor nearly all the labourers are em- 
ployed, a considerable number being at work under Mr. Labouchere s letter in the vicinities 
of Listowel and Ballylongford. Though their tasks are set so as to give remunerative wages, 
they are discontented and desirous of returning to their old employment, seeing that persons 
much their inferiors in bodily strength and skill are earning equal wages on the roads, t arm 
operations have not as yet become general ; no disturbances had occurred dunng the past week. 



Extract from Report of Captain Forbes, Inspecting Officer, County Kerry, for week 
ending 27th February, 1847. 

I am sorry to sav, in the middle of the day, I saw a man in the parish of Templemoe (Barony 
of South Dunkerron) lying by the roadside, dying from starvation, with a child by his head; 
he was so weak and exhausted, that he could not speak. I immediately drove to the police 

2 L 2 
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KERRY. station, and ordered him to be taken into town in a car, but before that could be accomplished, 
he breathed his last. In the parish of Tuosist (Barony Gleneraugh) the deaths have increased* 
to about 100 a week out of a population of nearly 7,000. 



Extract from Report of Captain Labalmondiere, Inspecting Officer, County Kerry, for 
week ending 27th February, 1847. 

I find the Killorglin district still in much confusion. The Committee have been from the 
first very irregular and unsystematical in their proceedings; and the chairman, the Rev. W. Dc 
Moleyns complains, that they never meet, and the little that is done, is done individually. He 
has no one to assist him. I turned off the works the women and many of the boys, desiring 
such as had no males in their families to work lor them, or where the males of a family were 
insufficient for their support, to get their names returned by the Committee, and I would employ 
them. And this proceeding was designated by Mr. O'Sullivan, as wholesare murder; he also 
told me, that neither I nor any officer of the Board had a right to turn them off, and that he 
should report my conduct. The chairman of the Committee tells me, that the money expended 
in this parish is sufficient to have supported the destitute population for a twelvemonth. A 
few farmers are leaving the works, but little general field labour is apparent. 



WATERFORD. Extract from Journal of Mr. Meade, Inspector of Drainage, County Waterford, for week 

ending 6th February, 1847. 

I find in the different parts of the country I visited this week, that the average breadth of 
corn or rather more has been sown, particularly on the estate of the Duke of Devonshire. 
On the high lands, there - is not much sown, and no preparations made for spring sowing. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Hay, Inspecting Officer, County Waterford, for week 
ending 6th February, 1847. 

Farm operations are now general but not to any extent. The people are quiet and do their 
work very creditably. 

Extract from Journal of Sir Thomas Ross, Inspecting Officer, County Waterford, for 
week ending 6th February, 1 847. 

I think the time is not far distant when some of the able-bodied labourers should be dis- 
charged from the works, and of which they should receive clear notice immediately, in order 
that they may hire with the respective farmers. If they are allowed to continue much longer 
on the Public Works, or until they leave of their own accords, the tilling of the land for this 
season at least, will be neglected. Therefore some stringent and vigorous measures must be 
resorted to. 



Extract from Journal of Mr. Quirke, Inspector of Drainage, County Waterford, for week 
ending 6th February, 1847. 

The larger class of farmers are attending as usual to their business, but the small holders 
have given up all hopes of being able to raise a crop for the next season. (Barony of 
Decies within Drum.) 



Extract from Journal of Lieutenant Downman, Inspecting Officer, County Waterford, for 
week ending 6th February, 1847. 

Fanning operations still suspended with the exception of sowing a little wheat. 



Extract from Report of Lieutenant Downman, Inspecting Officer, County Waterford, for 
week ending 13th February, 1847. 

A slight change in the appearance of the country as regards farming operations ploughs ; 
are occasionally seen at work, and, in one or two instances, persons are digging the land. 
Much sickness prevails, and, consequently, many deaths in all classes of society. Horses and 
cattle suffering from the loss of the potatoes ; the former dying in great numbers. 

The mode of transacting business in Relief Committees where drainage has been taken, has 
greatly improved. The landed proprietors are in great alarm about the° new system of relief : 
drainage operations are going on well. 



Extract from Report of Captain Hay, Inspecting Officer, County Waterford, for week 
ending 13th February, 1847. 

The weather has been intensely cold during the week, but the works, with the exception of 
masonry, have been continued. 
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Thelabourers engaged in task-work are everywhere alive to its advantages, and they work 
with great assiduity. 

Extract from Report of Captain Hill, Inspecting Officer, County Waterford, for week 
ending 13th February, 1847. 

The weather during the past week has been such as almost to preclude the progress of 
agricultural operations, and the labourers employed on the Public Roads, particularly in the 
mountainous parts of the district, complained much of its severity. Many applicants for 
employment still present themselves at the assembly of the Relief Committees, though not to 
so vreat an extent as a few weeks since. Those unemployed are not disorderly. 

The works progress satisfactorily where executed by task, the others not so quickly. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Hay, Inspecting Officer, County Waterford, for week 
ending 20th February, 1847- 

The demand for employment is continuous ; and until the new arrangements for relief are in 
force it will not be possible to reduce the number of labourers on the Public Works. 



Extract from Journal of Sir Thomas Ross, Inspecting Officer, County Waterford, for 
week ending 20th February, 1847. 

Colonel Douglas, from Commissariat Department, having attended, I brought the careless 
and very negligent conduct of the Dungarvan Relief Committee before him, and Lord Stuart, who 
took the chair at my request ; which resulted in their adopting a resolution I proposed, to the 
effect that they should immediately employ a paid secretary, keep regular books, attend once 
a week, revise lists, and scrutinise the claims of applicants for employment, &c. &c. 



Extract from Report of Sir Thomas Ross, R.N., Inspecting Officer, County Waterford - 
for week ending 27tli February, 1847. 

We have already commenced another revision of the labour lists, and are striking off several 
persons ; but with all our efforts to throw the agricultural labourers on the cultivation of the 
land, our success as yet has been but partial, the farmers alleging, (with some truth,) that in 
the absence of potato culture, they cannot employ anything near the number of persons em- 
ployed in former years. 



Extract from Report of Lieut. Downman, Inspecting Officer, County W aterford, for week 
ending 27th February, 1847. 

Some little change for the better with Relief Committees : the priests and farmers are very 
troublesome, recommending all tbeir own friends, and caring little what becomes of the des- 
titute. Farming operations gradually improving, but all horse work; little or no employment 
for the labouring classes. 



Extract from Report of Captain Hill, Inspecting Officer, County Waterford, for week 
ending 27th February, 1847. 

The agricultural operations during the past week have been carried on more generally: most 
of the land previously cultivated being under preparation for seed, of which oats at present may 
be considered the most prevalent; the preparation is, however, by the farmers themselves or 
their sons, and not by hired labourers, who, with many of the smaller farmers, still seek em- 
ployment on the roads. Those unemployed continue tranquil. 



Extract from Journal of Major Robertson, Inspecting Officer, County Tipperary, South 
Riding, for week ending 6th February, 1847. 

Attended meeting of Relief Committee in Cashel, where it assembles twice a-week at seven 
o’clock in the evening ; but from the lateness of the hour, country gentlemen who are members 
can seldom attend. _ . 

Proceeded to Fethard to be present at meeting of Relief Committee, which, however, was 
adjourned till next day. Was shown the soup kitchen in full operation. The soup good and 
substantial. . 

Attended adjourned meeting of Relief Committee at Fethard, the business especially before 
it being to consider how to give aid to the destitute in meal and soup. It was then resolved 
that 157. weekly should be taken from the subscription fund to reduce the wholesale prices of 
meal and of iugredients for soup, which would materially relieve about 1000 families. Business 
Well conducted. 



WATERFORD. 



TIPPERARY. 
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Extract from Journal of Mr. Poe, Inspector of Drainage, County Tipperary, for week 
ending 6th February, 1847. 

I went to Doonane to-day, and found 1 2 men at work. They commenced on Wednesday 
to open the drains. Four men went to one drain and two to the other. I find the two men 
will nearly finish their drain in two days, which will pay them at the rate of 13rf. to I5rf. ^ 
day. The other four men by their side will not complete their drain in less than twelve days, 
which would leave their wages about 5 d. per day. Those four men came from the Public 
Works the same day, and considered they would earn lOd. per day, no matter how they worked 
for it. You will see by the pay-sheet how I dealt with them : “ I gave them but 6 d. per day.” 
This is but a sample of the way the “ roadmen ” will work. 

Farming operations are backward all through the country. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Ogle, R.E., Inspecting Officer, County Tipperary, South 
Riding, for week ending 6th February, 1847. 

Some revision of the labour lists was made, and a few names struck off, not being considered 
proper objects tor employment; but, generally speaking, the lists of this Committee appear to 
have been made with care and due scrutiny. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Norris, Inspecting Officer, County Tipperary, for Week 
ending 6th February, 1847. 

I regret to say it is very difficult to keep improper persons off' the' works, in consequence of 
-some of the Committees not performing their duty. The leading members of many of the 
Committee's are priests, who have no landed property, and consequently no interest in keeping 
down taxation, but, on the contrary, have an interest in enabling their flocks to pay their 
tribute. Some of the resident gentry, from disgust at the proceedings, rarely attend the Com- 
mittees, and others who do are afraid to perform their duty ; for if they object to improper 
persons being put on the lists, the small farmers, who are also often members of the Committees, 
and only one degree removed from those employed on the Public Works, soon let it be known 
out of doors who are the members of the Committees who prevent their friends being returned. 
The police are the only persons from whom I can get correct information ; and I am satisfied 
that, if every list returned by a Relief Committee was given to the sergeant of the police at the 
nearest station to the work for which the men were returned, and the veracity of the return 
inquired into by him before the men were put on the work, that half the abuses inflicted on the 
country by Committees would be avoided. 



Extract from Journal of Mr. Stoney, Inspector of Drainage, County Tipperary, for week 
ending 6th February, 1847. 

The cultivation of the wheat crop has taken place to some extent ; but, generally speaking, 
but little preparation is making for the spring crops. 



Extract from Report of Mr. Lane, Drainage Inspector, County Tipperary, for week ending 
6th February, 1847. 

Barony of Slievardayh. 

There being a dislike to task-work very prevalent amongst the labourers in this part of the 
country, I commenced the drainage of this barony on my own land, where I had men pre- 
viously accustomed to it. However, they grumbled at being required to work by measure- 
ment under the Board. I exercised my influence with them “ to give it a trial,” and succeeded 
in keeping them at the work (reluctantly) two days. On the third day they struck, and idled 
about, as also the day following ; but on their applying to the Relief Committee for admittance 
to the works on the roads, and being refused, they returned to the task, and do not find it a 
hard one. 



Extract from Report of Captain Norris, Inspecting Officer, County Tipperary, for week 
ending 13th February, 1847. 

In consequence of the severity of the weather, and the number of women and children that 
are crowded on the works, very little progress has been made during the past week. From 
information gained through the police, I have been enabled to strike off a good many improper 
persons during the past week. All farm operations at a stand-still in consequence of the 
weather. 

There is a great deal of sickness prevailing amongst the people returned for Public Work. 
I am every day besieged by persons to be substituted for other members of their family, no 
longer able to work. 
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Extract from Journal of Captain Ogle, Inspecting Officer, County Tipperary, South HPPEEA*r_ 
Riding, for week ending 13th February, 1847. 

I proceeded to Kilsheelin for the purpose of attending a meeting of the Relief Committee ; 
but owing, probably, to the severity of the weather, there was no attendance of members, and 
no business was transacted. 

Extract from Report of Lieutenant ^Miller, Inspecting Officer, County Tipperary, for 
week ending 13th February, 1847. 

The wholesale suspension of the works in the lower part of the barony of Lower Ormond for 
the attack on Kennedy, the steward, has been productive of the best consequences. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Ogle, Inspecting Officer, Countv Tipperary, for week 
ending 20th February, 1847. 

In the lists of this Committee the names of some of the applicants for employment have been 
inserted twice, and even in some instances three times ; the consequence has been that, their 
names having been returned twice over for employment, persons have got on the works under 
false pretences, paying a small sum weekly to the labourers whose names they have assumed. 
This abuse is in process of being rectified. 

Extract from Journal of Captain Norris, Inspecting Officer, County Tipperary, for week 
ending 20th February, 1 847. 

Barony of Eliogarty. 

Several cases have come before me in which persons, from illness and starvation, have been 
obliged to leave the works, and who have no member of their family able to supply their places. 
For poor creatures thus situated, who are not within reach of soup kitchens or private charity, 
there appears nothing left (now that the poorhouses are full) but death. 



Extract from Report of Lieutenant Miller, R.E. Inspecting Officer, County Tipperary, 
N. R., for week ending 27th February, 1847. 

As a proof of the little trouble some of the Committees give themselves, I may instance a 
recent occurrence. Out of the small number of nine returned for stone-breaking by the 
Toomyvara Committee, three proved to be on other work, and a fourth, not being in want, 
sent a substitute in his place. On my refusal to fill up the vacancies so occasioned, lest by 
acceding to the request I should induce a repetition of the carelessness I complained of, Mr. 
Garvey, the chairman, characterized my communication to him on the subject as uncourteous 
and inconsiderate, and announced his intention of taking a public opportunity of giving expres- 
sion to his sentiments. 0 

The transfer by sale of the rights of admission to the works still continue to a considerable 
extent ; it is an abuse that will prevail to a greater or less extent, according to the activity dis- 
played by the Committee in. the revision of their lists from time to. time. 



Extract from Journal of Lieut. Swinburne, Inspecting Officer, County Clare, for week CLAKft 
ending 6th February, 1847. 

Many of the Committees have funds of which they are making no use. In Feakle and 
Bodyle (both very distressed districts), they are not selling meal or soup, neither are they 
giving gratuitous relief. 



Extract from the Journal of Captain Gordon, Inspecting Officer, West District, County 
Clare, for week ending 6th February, 1847. 

I find throughout West Clare, with one or two exceptions, that agricultural pursuits are 
quite suspended, as also the fisheries. 

At Kilkee I observed some very fine ling selling at. 1 s. a piece, and . a good supply of 
herrings had been taken a few nights ago, and sold at 4s. 6 d. a hundred. 

In the parish of Killard, in the barony of Inchiquin, there are seed potatoes; but, as I said 
before, no labourers are in the fields. 

About Clare, under Clare Abbey, some wheat is sown, but not of any coBsequence. 



Extract from Journal of Captain O’Brien, Inspecting Officer, County Clare, for week 
ending 6th February, 1847. 

From the impossibility of keeping sufficient watch over the superintendants and stewards,, 
that class of servants are gradually yielding more and more to the unusual temptations to which- 
they are subject, and instances of breach of trust on their part are on the increase. 
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I am informed that the quantity of wheat sown this winter is not much less than u' 1 
only farm operations neglected are the turning of stubbles, and other prenaratinm , 
for the spring sowing. F ^rations of the land 

Extract from Journal of Captain Gordon, Inspecting Officer, Countv Clara t 

ending 13th February, 1847. * ’ f0r We <* 

After attending the Inchiquin sessions at Corofin on Monday, I proceeded to Enniat 
On Tuesday morning I rode to Kilmurrav, Ibrickane, and handed to the chairman 
Committee a list of 390 names I had taken off the list. Next to Milton Malbv and ti ™ 
m Committee at Ennistymon. Captain Fishbourne and myself took down names of d 
m Committee. On Wednesday attended Committee at Fisher-street, where no lists 
furnished. On Thursday attended Relief Committee at Kilfenhora, and took off naTr , P 
thence to Spa to attend another Committee. On Friday attended Committees at S . 
Bal lyoughan, and New Quay, and on Saturday attended belief Committee aUGI dvsa t 
took off 160 names. J rL > ana 

My almost entire time this week has been taken up with the Committees, and endeavor 
o get the revised lists. The Committees, as usual, are trvincr to force ri ?» 



, — ~ iaivcu uu wmi me committees, and enripav/v.,:., 

to get the revised lists. The Committees, as usual, are trying to force every person on 

quires constant care to prevent them; some little tillage is ff0 in«r on .w 
id on the road from that nlace to Ennis, hut in other 7* _ ■. 



works, and it requires cuHsiaut care to prevent tnem; some little tillage is eoin* on at 
Ballyoughan, and on the road from that place to Ennis, but in other parts it kT Quite «.L' 
pended. At Crusheen I observed an advertisement, stating there were 4000 stone of ' 
for seed at Roxburgh in Galway at 2s. 6 d. a stone. potatoes 



Extract from Report of Major Fitzgerald, Inspecting Officer, County Clare, for week 
ending 13th February, 1847. 

Iw!T f tlle to alto ™y, re P°' 1 of last week “ to the state of the works and of tile counter 

5 . * ,7™“ “ a "y ha ' e . been admitted who never should have been, if Relief Committed 
had done their duty ; of which some are so apparently ignorant and neglectful that I have this 

totem™^ ’‘V 'L 0ard f 7 COpieS ° f ■"r cti °" S ' hat h “ 8 »<*" “ va,wfi““™S 

the lf.7' i Sf“ leme “ ara now mclined to co-operate zealously with me in pur.™ 

now hl.il wi by he " e ll ect ? 6rst P ractised 1 much fear Aat many a destitute perso/has'tl 
carts of lnl f Un i U n P e<i ' 1 see symptom of an inclination to till the ground ; tlle onl, 
7 “ U1 "i 1 m av ® secn Slncal came into the county were three, which I saw yesterdav 

6 t ^? onel W .V n dham s model farm at Spaniell Hill. y y 

tributin^ ^h ° f d l VOt f a ,? l ' eat deal of ener «y and trouble to keeping up and dis- 

amI some ° f ,he Rclief Committees eUere aK 

the 5 lL‘! 1 l ef t 0CCUpati0 . n this , week has ba,n attending Relief Committees, and urging them ia 
emnlovmenfb Ilanner ] *° make out c ° ra P lete and correct registers of applicants, and persons in 
ReL/Smb/ " a "^?' ?° one ‘"stance had this essential matter been attended to by the 

The S ”L ,h ! S d,s,r ‘ ct ’ b '“ mos t of them are now engaged In doing it. 3 

themeLu™,s are g ' n i nlng -7, ,)e ,ware ° f 11,8 adra « a S» of tak-work, especially where 
MW ' V^ly-paaaomplatiou of the tasks, and payments punctually 

actlm ffifuSL w™ 18 suior<li ' ,ate - 0f Pastry, except where task-work is 1. 



Extract from Journal of Captain O'Brien, Inspecting Officer, County Clare, for week 
ending 13th February, 1847. 

Baronies of Lower Bunratty and lower Tulla. 

what to ctawklft'he rUT^r-lT' T 18 ^ bas been sown, but the small farmers are much at a loss 
of corn and uotatne 3 A leIr a,ld > ‘hoy know no mode of cultivation but the simple rotation 
ot corn and potatoes, and many cannot afford to buy seed. F 

the works th™ labmmereV^ 33 ^ 81 . 81113 bas been commenced in Killaloe parish. On some of 
to inTultrv Th. Th 8ar “ d aS . m ” ch “ U 6i a - da y ’ this has stimulated the remainder 

newly not Wa * 83 f ™ d b y ‘be men enable L to remove women from the works 

nearly, it not quite. The usual breadth of wheat is sown. 

Eitract from Report of Captain Gordon, Inspecting Officer, County Clare, for week ending 
14th February, 1847. 

at ■ Barmi ‘‘ Corcomroe ‘ Burrm, ani Ilricharw. 
and, in fact, they bei^to^pp th™ 6 ^ rorn ,^' dora b^ t > but the Committee are making them out, 
tunity to explai/ to fhem that the STThT ° U P lheir re 6 ist '7 i and I lost no oppor- 

upon their Savinw so 7 wh “ le ,. bIama ot having so many destitute off the works rested 

No tula™ 7, comfortable farmers on to their exclusion. 

sold in FisEer-streetfcr U.6ii h”™ 3 '' and &hermen U P°" ,he "■° rk s- I saw a fine ling 

destitute, and it ^sVullv^™^ menareu P on the works, excluding many actually 

the fault TOuld b? t2 P d t0 the C ° mmittees that a »y families died of Lrvatkn 
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In several instances farmers put their servants’ boys upon the works, and made them hand 
over their wages to them. 

No tillage is going on, except immediately around Ballyvoghan and the New Quay, and 
almost all the fishermen are upon the work, although there is an abundance of fish upon the 
coast. 

Tbrickane . — About Miltown Malbay, and to the south of it, a good quality of potato-seed 
remains. 

I have been endeavouring, as far as possible, to reduce the numbers employed, which could 
easily be done if I received fair returns ; but it is quite impossible ; since I may take off 300 
names, and in another fortnight they are sent in, in a disguised form, and get upon the works 
by means of misrepresentation and concealing their families and circumstances. 

I am turning the farmers off the works who have any stock, and I cannot, except under 
peculiar circumstances, employ more than one out of a family of six ; but I cannot succeed even 
in this, since the Committees seeing it, put the father at the beginning of the sheet, a son lower 
down, and, after more names, another, and so on. 

Some families have, consequently, all employed, and others only one. 

In other places undue influence is used, and parties are paid to return men in comfortable 
circumstances; in fact, nothing can be worse : and instead of the actually destitute receiving the 
relief meant solely for them, and which would afford it in an ample manner, the Committees 
have almost invariably looked after the parties whom the Government never intended should 
have been on the works, and they have frustrated, in every way, the carrying out of a measure 
which would amply meet every real cause of destitution in the country. 



Extract from Journal of Mr. Fitzgerald, Inspecting Officer, County Clare, for week ending 
20 th February, 1847. 

There are some localities in my district where, either from the want of residents or from a 
lack of exertion on the part of persons nominally members of the Relief Committees, the inten- 
tions of the Board of Works or Government in applying relief by Public Works to destitute 
persons, and to them only, have been in a great degree frustrated ; I refer especially to the 
district of Feakle in Upper Tulla. 

The small farmers cling with desperate tenacity to the roads. 

Extract from Report of Captain O’Brien, Inspecting Officer, County Clare, for week ending 
20th February, 1847. 

Ladies, and others who have been in the habit of visiting the peasants’ houses, inform me 
that various articles of comfort gradually disappear, and that poverty and destitution are making 
their way into numerous abodes for the first time. 



Extract from Report, of Major Fitzgerald, Inspecting Officer, County Clare, for week 
ending 27th February, 1847. 

Baronies of Upper Tulla and Upper Bunratty. 

For the first time I have the pleasure of reporting that this week I have seen tillage in pro- 
gress in my district. Some of the workmen have left the roads to sow their wheat and oats. 
I am aiding this salutary movement in every way I can. I have struck off from the Relief 
lists this week upwards of 1200 names, and shall probably get rid of more next week; two 
of the Committees having complained to me that in consequence of the Public Works there 
is a difficulty in getting horses for farm labour, I have requested the engineers to dispense as 
much as possible with horse labour. 



Extract from Report of Captain Gordon, Inspecting Officer, County Clare, for week ending 
27th February, 1847. 

On Monday I proceeded to Ennistymon, and took off 244 persons who were at work, and 
who had cattle and land. 

On Friday visited the Relief Committee at Liscannor, and pointed out the names of persons 
on the works comparatively comfortable. 



Extract from Report of Captain O’Brien, R. A., Inspecting Officer, County Clare, for week 
ending 27th February, 1847- 

Though I have seen an occasional plough at work, the usual farming operations can hardly 
be said to have vet commenced. ' . ,. 

I regret to say that I see no prospect of any considerable portion of the labourers in this 
county being taken into private employment. The farmers having to pay a high price for 
manual labour will do without it as much as possible, and, at all events, the tillage which must 
now be substituted for the culture of potatoes will employ comparatively very few hands. 

The landlords, receiving but a small portion of their rents, find it difficult to give even the 
usual amount of employment. 

[b. \V. 2.] ~ M 
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Extract from Journal of Captain Hubani), Inspecting Officer, County Cork, South of 
West Riding, for week ending 6th February, 1847. 

The crops which are now in the ground are looking well. 

The Relief Committees of my district are again getting troublesome, and particularly captious, 

at my scrutinizing their lists. Whatever measures Government may pass for the relief of the 
poor, if the present Relief Committees are to be continued, some very stringent regulations 
should be adopted to make them certify clearly that the persons upon their lists are actually 
destitute; and they should be restrained from returning any one likely to become destitute 
if present relief be not afforded,” as it is by this pretence that so many persons are placed upon 
the relief lists who should never have been ‘there. Committees consisting of clergy only should 
be absolutely prohibited, as they are quite unmanageable, and not being rated do not. care about 
whom they place upon their lists, or how many. The aid of the police should be required to- 
make out the lists. For the purposes of die new Act, persons receiving food or wages in the 
name of another, by personating him, should be made liable to fine or imprisonment: this, 
offence now is very extensive and difficult of detection. The purchase of rations issued for 
relief should be made punishable, otherwise a regular trade in rations will spring up. Too 
great precautions against the craft of the people cannot be taken. I have had several com- 
plaints lately from farmers that. Relief Committees had placed their farm servants- upon the 
lists without 'their consent. A farmer, tenant to Mr. Beamish, complained to me yesterday 
that two of his farm servants, who were receiving 2s. per week and their diet, had lefi. him to 
go upon the roads, and that another was about to leave him : this man was accompanied by- 
his landlord, who said it was quite true. A magistrate also told me that his ploughman and 
herdsman had been placed upon the relief lists without his knowledge, but had uot left him;, 
their brothers had gone upon the works. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Brooke, Inspecting Officer, County Cork, for week ending 
6th February, 1847. 

The distress in this part of the country seems to be increasing, for the farmers are making 
little or no exertions towards cultivating their land, and have discharged even the few labourers 
they had. A man cannot even get employment, for food only. 

The Committees are daily sending in supplementary lists, occasioned by the discharge of the 
men employed by the farmers; but I have to be very particular, as I find the Committees of 
the parishes, where there are only one or two resident gentlemen, are in the habit of returning 
members of a family iu different parts of the lists as living by therflselves. At the different 
public meetings 1 have attended, the Roman Catholic clergymen seem to make a point of 
accusing the Board and its officers of supineness, and thereby causing the deaths of the people 
by starvation. Deaths are very frequent here from dysentery and fever, brought on by des- 
titution. 

No. 107 : several men on this road refused to take iheir pay, and were very riotous, so much 
so that the pay clerk had to threaten to shoot the first man who attacked him. It appeal's 
that hitherto they have been working by the day and got 8d. per diem ; and on the 2nd instant, 
when the first payment was made to them by task, some of the men who only got at the rate 
t of 8d. per diem felt disappointed, and tried to break into the house where the pay clerk was : 
in consequence of the sessions at Coachford, I could not inquire into the circumstances before 
to-day, when I found the men mentioned had left the work lor fear of being punished. I ex- 
plained to the others that they were paid according to their work, and should have to suspend 
making the road if there were any more complaints of them. 



Extract from Report of Captain Brooke, Inspecting Officer, County Cork, for week en ing 
13th February, 1847. 

During the last week all farming operations seem to have been suspended by the severily of 
the weather. Destitution still increasing, and deaths much more numerous, in this locality. At 
Mill-street the poor are in a miserable state from disease and destitution. The Relief Com- 
mittees are still sending in fresh lists, and the Roman Catholic clergy doing all they can to get 
the farmers included. In many of the lists I find farmers, holding as much as 30 acres, returned 
as having no land, and every scheme is resorted to for the purpose of getting them and their 
families upon the works to the exclusion of those really destitute. 



Extract from Report of Mr. Longfield, Inspector of Drainage, County Cork, for week 
ending 13th February, 1847. 

The weather being so severe is much against draining operations. In many parts of the 
barony there is very great distress. The working farmers in general have not many persons 
employed. Some of the Relief Committees are manufacturing soup in large quantities. 
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Extract from Report of Captain Broughton, Inspecting Officer, County Cork, for week COBK. 

ending 13th February, 1847. 

On passing a field near Doughas from the sessions at Ballyford, I observed two men burying 
coffins as fast as they could place them alongside of each other, and met a cart containing eight 
others, on its way to the same field, from the Cork Union workhouse. 



Extract from Journal of Mr. Parker, Inspecting Officer, County Cork, for week ending 
13th February, 1847. 

The demand for employment does not diminish. The mortality has been very great indeed 
lately, and there is a great deal of fever, dysentery, dropsy, & c. The agricultural operations 
are very limited. Notwithstanding there are upwards of 80 works going on in the East and 
West Divisions of West Carberry, and about 14,000 persons employed, the demands for employ- 
ment are not satisfied. 



Extr act from Report of Captain Huband, Inspecting Officer, County Cork, for week ending 
13th February, 1847. 

There is little or nothing doing upon the farms throughout my district generally. The people 
are very unwilling to go to the farmers, and will not accept 2s. and 2s. 6rf. per week and their 
diet to support their families : this might be true where there is only one man in a large famiiy 
able to work, but when there are several able-bodied men in a family there must be some more 
cogent reasons for refusing their diet and the cash wages. The Public "Works are so popular 
that I fear that they are considered as a refuge for idleness, with high wages as ils reward. 

The fishermen all along the coast should be forced to resume their occupation when once they 
can get bread (under the new regulations) to eat with their fish. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Burke, Inspecting Officer, County Cork, for week ending 
20th February, 1847. 

The Committees still continue sending in lists, and some inform me that they fear work 
cannot be found for all the applicants, they are increasing so. 

On comparing the Dumballogue relief lists, I find they are filled with farmers holding as 
high as 30 and 40 acres, and, in one case, 74 acres, returned as having ho land. 

In the parish of Kilcorney, where no gentlemen reside, and no works were opened till very 
lately, there appears to be more land cultivated and sown than any part of the country I have 
been in. 

Extract from Journal of Captain Huband, Inspecting Officer, County Cork, for week ending 
20th February, 1847. 

Barony of Kinalmenky . 

I have been a good deal over the country since it was told to me that the farm operations of 
this part of the county usually show symptoms of activity, but I cannot see much doing any- 
where; nothing on the small holdings. 

Having learned from Mr. Little, the resident magistrate of this district, that he was going 
to Tinioleague, by the request of the local magistrates, to consult on the peace of that locality, 
I accompanied him there, and learned that a large assemblage of persons (many of them by 
no means destitute, and a good many intoxicated) had gone to the soup kitchens at Butler’s 
Town, and pulled them down, and that they had afterwards gone to the parish priests, from 
whom they got money or provision; from thence they went to the residence of Mr. Jonas 
Travers, J. P., and endeavoured to drive away some of his cattle, but were stopped from doing 
so by his remonstrance. 

The reason which they alleged for destroying the soup kitchens was, that it was the intention 
of the Government, to take them oft’ the roads, and just keep them alive on soup, in order to 
save the money of the baronies. If this notion spreads we shall have some trouble. 

The soup kitchens should be placed near the police stations for security, and there should be 
some power given to stop the issue of soup in places where the people are unruly or commit 
outrages. 

I went to see a man who was taken up with a sheep in his possession, and lodged in the 
Bridewell ; he had 6s. 4 d. in his pocket, was a labourer on the railroad, and does not appear 
to be anyway in want ; a fine able-looking man. 

On passing through Ballinasloe, east of East Carberry, on Tuesday last, I found a Com- 
mittee who were sitting at the police station there, for the first time, having been formed by the 
Lieutenant of the county a day or two before. 

I think that au order is peremptorily called for from head qnarters, to prevent any one 
receiving pay (other than Inspecting Officer) from being a member of a Relief Committee : the 
greatest abuses can be perpetrated if this be allowed ; it is the case in many places. 

When I am present, I do not allow parties so circumstanced to vote, but I am sure that it is 
done behind my back ; and if there be not some order on the subject issued, under the new 
system the abuse will be more frequent, from the number of small commitees. 

2 M 2 
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CORK. Extract from Journal of Captain Brooke, Inspecting Officer, County Cork, West Ri Jino- f or 
week ending 27th February, 1847. 

Baronies of East and West Muskerry. 

On Wednesday and to-day I attended the Presentment Sessions at Macroom ; and the con- 
duct of some of the magistrates and cess-payers was so insulting to the engineer, Capt. Gordon 
75th regiment, on Wednesday, that he had to claim the protection of the chairman before he 
would enter the Court to-day. 

The farmers are still discharging their labourers instead of employing more. 

I have now in my possession a set. of relief lists from the parish of Kilmichael, with the 
chairman’s signature to them forged, but there is no evidence to prove who did it. 



UMERICK. Extract from Journal of Lieutenant Inglis, Inspecting Officer, County Limerick, for week 

ending 6th February, 1847. 

The dismissal of a check -clerk, found to have returned measurements with great errors and 
generally inclined to deception, has caused a great feeling in the district towards Mr. Kelly, 
die engineer, and much dissatisfaction has been expressed on the subject. A system of com- 
bination appears to be springing up, which I fear will prove of a serious nature if steps be not 
taken to punish severely the first, attempt at violence or insubordination; these steps, however, 
can be taken, and the proceeding of these people during the next few days will be closely 
watched. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Watson, Inspecting Officer, County Limerick, for week 
ending 6th February, 1847. 

The works carried on by the Board in these baronies continue to proceed with regularity. 
Farming is only carried on to a very small extent through labourers not wishing to leave the 
Public Works, the farmers not being either able or willing to give them the same rate of wages 
they can obtain by task-work on the roads. 



Extract from Journal of Lieutenant Telfer, Inspecting Officer, County Limerick, for week 
ending 6th February, 1847. 

At the earnest representation of the Bruff Relief Committee, arrangements were made a 
fortnight since for the employment of about 60 women in and about the town of Bruff ; last 
Monday they were paid, when it was found their earnings did not average above 1 \d. per day. 
They accordingly gave up, and have not gone on the works since. 



Extract from Report of Mr. Pratt, Inspector of Drainage, County Limerick, for week 
ending 10th February, 1847. 

I observe that few of the small farmers have commenced to till their ground for the spring 
crops, and there remains a quantity of stubble land yet unturned. There is, however, a fair 
average quantity of wheat sown, which appears very healthy and luxuriant. 

I beg to remark that the works in this presentment have been carried on to my satisfaction, 
and are being executed in the very best manner, and will be finished a good deal under the 
amount presented for. It is of paramount importance that other proprietors should undertake 
similar works in this locality along the rivers Shannon and the Maigue. 



Extract from Report of Mr. Pratt, Inspector of Drainage, County Limerick, for week 
ending 13th February, 1847. 

Thursday, the 4th of February, was the last day that these men worked in the drains, 
having deserted their task and went to work on the roads in defiance of the engineer in charge. 
They have been all through most troublesome and difficult to get to work honestly, although 
they received good wages; they will not be paid for working on the roads for the last week. 



Extract from the Journal of Lieutenant Inglis, R.E., Inspecting Officer, County Limerick, 
for week ending 13th February, 1847. 

The mode of transacting business on the part of the Relief Committees improves but very 
little indeed in spite ot all exertions; in fact, constituted as they are now, it appears next to 
unreasonable to place confidence in them as bodies. They recommend as destitute all appli- 
cants, and will give but little assistance in detecting frauds and impositions that it is evident, 
are being practised, but which the Board’s officers in themselves cannot fully discover : ot 
course there are exceptions to these remarks. 

I he cultivation on the part of the small holders of the county is still very much neg- 
lected ; and it is more to be regretted on account of the late fine frosty weather, which would 
have tended much to purify the 3oil had the surface been turned up. 
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There is still a general increasing demand for labour on the works. 

The general behaviour of the people steady, but the work done on an average less than in 
some former late weeks; the wages earned in the quarries generally very good, probably on 
criven average above Is. 3d., and the rate of ordinary labour from 10rf. to Is. 2d. The women 
employed earn but very low rates indeed ; sometimes as low as 3d. per day, and rarely over 
g d. and their presence tends very much to confusion on the works. 



Extract from Journal of Lieutenant Inglis, Inspecting Officer, County Limerick, East 
Division, for week ending 20th. February, 1847. 

The general agricultural operations of the district are still very much neglected, and there 
seems a very common feeling among the lower classes of farmers, that shortly their land will 
be tilled without any exertion, inconvenience, or expense on their part ; however, their position 
certainly is anything but enviable. 

Extract from Journal of Lieutenant Telfer, Inspecting Officer, County Limerick, for 
week ending 20th February, 1 847. 

In many fields that I have passed this week, the old potatoes of last year have not yet been 
dug out ; in others the stubble remains untouched. On recommending an applicant for the 
Relief Works, to see whether the farmers would give him employment, he remarked they 
would give him none, as there was some report among them that their fields would shortly be 
dug for them, but at whose expense he could not inform me. 



Extract from Report of Lieutenant Inglis, Inspecting Officer, County Limerick, for week 
ending 27tli February, 1847. 

The weather has been remarkably fine, and as the days are now lengthened, the payment of 
the labourers is becoming more liberal. 

Extract from Report of Lieutenant Telfer, R.A., Inspecting Officer, County Limerick, 
for week ending 27th February, 1847. 

Farm occupations have, to some small extent, been resumed; and on the several works I 
visited this week, there was a diminution in the numbers, several men having from time to 
time left the work for their former occupations. 



Extract from Journal of Lieutenant Anderson, R.H.A., Inspecting Officer, County 
Wicklow, for week ending 6th February, 1847. 

Understanding a depot is about to be established at Arklow, I feel it to be my duty to re- 
commend that a detatchment of infantry should be sent, or the constabulary force increased at 
that place, to ensure its safety. There is a good barrack at Arklow. The people are all 
orderly and peaceable, but 1 am led to recommend this from a knowledge of the dreadtul 
state of destitution they are in, and the fear of its increasing. 



Extract from Journal of Mr. Bayley, Inspector of Drainage, County Wicklow, for week 
ending 6th February, 1847. 

Farm operations in the barony of Arklow proceed as usual on large farms. On small farms 
work is not proceeding as it usually does at this time of year, when the working day becomes 
longer. I fear the bad condition of the horses will tell against both large and small fanners. 

The men seem satisfied with the rate of wages at which I have set the opening of the drains 
to them, namely, 4 d. and 4 \d. for sub-mains, and from 2 \d. to 2>\d. (per perch of 7 yards) for 
the frequent drains. 

Extract from Report of Mr. Wright, Inspector of Drainage, County Wicklow, for week 
ending 13th February, 1847. 

Owing to the severity of the weather, I have but little to report upon except the great desti- 
tution which exists amongst the labouring and poorer classes in this district. Only a soup 
kitchen has been got up within the last 10 days at Kilbride, in this electoral division, those 
classes would have been much worse off. It has been the means of great relief, particularly to 
those in the immediate neighbourhood of it. 

The progress of agriculture, which has been carried on with a good deal of animation, has 
of course been stopped for a period by the fall of snow, which has nearly disappeared within 
the last 48 hours. This is the first week that the drainage has been put on, with the exception 
of a few meij the latter part of last week. The weather has been so very severe that the men 
could not get on with the work ; and the previous week they were under the impression that they 
would be paid at the rate of 1 s. per day (as on the roads), work or play. However, I feel 
satisfied they think otherwise now, and I hope I shall be able to report favourably hereafter. 



LIMERICK. 



WICKLOW. 
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WICKLOW'. Extract from Journal of Lieutenant Anderson, Inspecting Officer, County Wicklow for 
week ending 20th February, 1847. 

At Moyne, on Thursday, and at Sheanna, yesterday, I saw many men and women, who one 
and all assured me that for days they bad lived on gruel. Their appearance certainly verified 
their statements. For some districts, I am happy to be able to report that the farmers are 
beginning to attend to their land. I have been told that many farmers are afraid to apply for 
men to be taken off the Public Works. Where I know men can get employment, 1 dismiss 
them off the works; then they seek the farmer. 

Extract from Journal of Lieutenant Anderson, R.A , H.B., Inspecting Officer, County 
Wicklow, for week ending 27th February, 1847. 

I have urged upon the different Committees the necessity of revising again and again their 
lists, and have further impressed upon them the propriety of inducing the labourers to seek the 
farmers, instead of the fanners having to seek labourers, as now the farmers must employ men. 
During the past week, the large farmers have been busy ploughing and sowing oats, while the 
so-called farms having from 3 to 10 acres of land are doing nothing, the generality of them 
having nothing to sow. I feel convinced there is plenty of seed in this county, if the large pro- 
prietors will give it to their tenants. I am sure Circular No. 55 will be the means of doing 
much good. 

KING’S COUNTY. Extract from Journal of Major Bennett, Inspecting Officer, King’s County, for week 

ending 6th February, 1847. 

Farming operations are commencing among the higher and middling farmers. At the 
small holdings, no signs of activity. 

Extract from Journal of Mr. Hamilton, Inspecting Officer, King's County, for week 
ending 6th February, 1847. 

In many of my weekly reports and letters I have been forced to make sudden and unexpected 
demands on the Board, and were it not for the manner in which those demands have been 
met, the consequences might have been very deplorable. I am of opinion that although some 
deaths may have been hastened by want of the comforts of life, none have as yet occurred in 
this county from actual starvation 

I have before mentioned how indebted I am to Lord Rosse for his valuable advice and assist- 
ance ; and every day confirms me in the opinion that to his Lordship’s exertions and judicious 
selection of Relief Committees may be attributed the comparatively speaking prosperous state 
of this county. 

Extract from Journal of Mr. Sadlier, Inspecting Officer, King’s County, for week ending 
6th February, 1846. 

I am sorry to say all farmers holding under 10 acres seem to be neglecting their ground. 
From all I can hear, they have not the means of supporting themselves whilst tilling it, or of 
providing seed. In this barony there is not seed for the land (still unthrashed). 

Extract from Journal of Lieutenant Hamilton, Inspecting Officer, King’s County, for 
weekending 13th February, 1847. 

The Relief Committees have all expressed their wishes to see the labourers more profitably 
• employed ; but, notwithstanding, the Relief Works are crowded, and applications are continually 
pouring in for employment, not only for labourers, but from some Committees for farmers and 
their horses. 

Extract from Report of Mr. Benn, Inspector of Drainage, King’s County, for week ending 
13th February, 1847. 

Farm operations going on as usual. People quiet and inclined to work. Weather very 
severe all the week. Little work doing. 



Extract from Journal of Mr. Sadleir, Inspector of Drainage, King’s County, for week 
ending 13th February, 1847. 

Barony of Lower Philipstovm. 

I hear that Lord Digby’s agent (Mr. Thompson) has commenced giving out money to till 
he land of persons that are unable to do so themselves. As it is all to be spade-work, it will 
do service both ways. 



Extract from Journal of Lieutenant Hamilton, Inspecting Officer, King’s' County, for 
week ending 20th February, 1847. 

I regret to say that the neglect of the ordinary farming operations still continues, and that 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




BOARD OF WORKS. 



255 



many of the small holders of land have got it into iheir head that the Government is going to KINXxS COUNTY, 
provide seed for them. I have done my best to undeceive them. I would respectfully submit 
that a proclamation, stating the intentions of the Government, and calling upon all classes to 
depend more on their own exertions, might be productive of good effects. 

Extract from Journal of Major Berwick, Inspecting Officer, King’s County, for week 
ending 20th February, 1847. 

Dysentery and diarrhoea begin to prevail, owing to spare and irregular diet. Much distress 
is anticipated, unless relief is liberally bestowed at this particular period. The females of 
large families appear very emaciated. 

Farming operations much thrown baclc by the last snow. 

Extract from Journal of Captain Adams, Inspecting Officer, County Westmeath, for week WESTMEATH, 
ending 6th February, 1847. 

The Relief Committees at Tyrrell’s Pass have, besides their soup kitchen, established a store 
for the sale to the people of meal, vice, peas, &c., at a fair market price. This measure has 
proved very beneficial, in checking the exorbitant prices charged in many of the retail shops. 

Too much praise cannot be bestowed upon the Rev. William Eames, the secretary of the 
Committee, for his unwearied exertions in behalf of the suffering poor of his neighbourhood. 

The people are generally very quiet ; and, although evidently suffering severely, I have not 
learned that any deaths have been caused by want of food. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Telford, Inspecting Officer, County Westmeath, N. D., 
for week ending 6th February, 1847. 

All parts of my district are as peaceable as possible, and since I entered on the duties, of 
my office I never met with the slightest, obstruction or annoyance on the part of the poor 
people, even when most clamorous for employment, who often expressed themselves bitterly 
enough at the negligence and inefficiency of Relief Committees, and sometimes of their clergy 
in their behalf. It strikes me that since the fall in the price of provisions, and the resumption 
of farm operations, that matters are not quite so bad with the working classes as they were 
heretofore. Out of 40 persons whose names were returned me for work by the Mullingar 
Relief Committee last Thursday, only three came forward on Friday morning, when the over- 
seer of drainage was prepared to give them employment. The railway here will absorb a good 
deal of the labour at present expended on Public Works, which, together with the Brusna 
drainage, will take all the able-bodied hands. 



Extract from Journal of Mr. Smyth, Inspector of Drainage, County Westmeath, for week 
ending 13th February, 1847. 

Baronies of Moycashel and Magheradernon. 

There is not more than half of the ploughing done in any part of the country where I have 
travelled. It is supposed that the oat-sowing will be late, this year. The wheat crop appears 
pretty good. The white-thorn are quite bare of haws, which will cause the quick to be dear. 



Extract from Refort of Captain Adams, Inspecting Officer, County Westmeath, for week 
ending Saturday, 13th February, 1847- 

Every assistance has been cheerfully afforded 1 to me by the gentlemen of the Glasson Com- 
mittee, who perform their duty most admirably. 

The severity of the season has caused a great increase of destitution, particularly in the 
neighbourhood of Kilbeggan, where there are already a vast number of persons without employ- 
ment, and a great many more will soon be unless the Board sanction the opening of some new 
works. I have great regret in reporting that three deaths, from starvation and. inclemency of 
the weather, occurred during the week in the barony of Moycashel. The sufferers were a 
woman and her two illegitimate children. The people are at present perfectly quiet. 



Extract from Journal of Mr. Duffus, Inspector of Drainage, County Westmeath, for 
week ending 13th February, 1847. 

Barony of Demifore. 

The men in each of the east divisions being, from want of food, unable to work at first, and 
being entirely unacquainted with draining, they were notable to earn what would support them; 
but now, seeing they are to be paid by task, and from what they have already been paid' being 
fed better, I find that by next week’s report some of their pays will be as high as 1 j. 4 d. per 
day. I find a great improvement in their work during the present week, notwithstanding the 
inclemency of the weather. 

Extract from. Report, of Captain Telford, Inspecting Officer, County Westmeath, for week 
ending 13th February, 1847. 

All the Relief Committees within my district, save two, have funds and a supply of pre- 
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WESTMEATH, visions; but the want of business habits, and a due sense of the value of time, on the part of the 
gentry generally, is a sad drawback to their usefulness at such a juncture as the present- 
12 o’clock being the the time usually named for the despatch of business, but left far behind 
in the coming together, and, when assembled, frequently occupied in fruitless discussion. 

The state of the weather has suspended farm operations, otherwise matters might not be quite 
so bad with the poor. Several cases of dysentery have, occurred amongst the persons engaged 
on the Drainage Works, which it is much feared will be on the increase, and cause great 
mortality. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Telford, Inspecting Officer, County Westmeath, for week 
ending 20th February, 1847. 

As yet, the substantial landholder is more inclined to reduce his establishment of labourers 
than take in additional hands; indeed, the disinclination to give employment extends to even 
those with abundant means, the ordinary wages given heretofore being so inadequate to meet the 
pressure of these calamitous times, and an increased rate being very distasteful to the most of 
them. However, when the weather breaks up, the Public Works must be relieved of a great 
number of hands, if the land is to be cultivated at all. The plough, I observe, is in general 
requisition wherever I go, and it is only about this time of the year that a movement takes 
place in most parts of Westmeath towards cropping the land. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Adams, Inspecting Officer, County Westmeath, for week 
ending 20th February, 1847. 

The Relief Committees are generally doing much good by their judicious distribution of 
food, but the funds at their disposal are too limited to do ns much as required. 

During the last week I have noticed a considerable increase of the numbers employed in 
farming operations, but I have not been able to ascertain that any persons have been withdrawn 
from the Public Works to be employed by the farmers. 

There are very few resident proprietors ia the district of Ballymoe, and the absentee land- 
lords have in almost every instance evinced a strange insensibility to the urgent demands made 
upon them by the Relief Committees for assistance. No soup kitchen is established, but a dis- 
tribution of rice and meal takes place. 

The appearance of the people plainly shows that their sufferings are great. In the midst of 
much destitution, it is satisfactory to find that the conduct of the poor creatures has been 
uniformly good, and that no thefts nor acts of violence have occurred amongst them. At Moate, 
in the barony of Clonlonan, much distress exists, but not to the same extent as in Kilkenny 
West. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Telford, Inspecting Officer, County Westmeath, N. D.. 
for week ending 27th February, 1847. 

I find the plough in full operation throughout my district, but as yet no increased demand 
for labourers has taken place. The disinclination to give employment on the part of pro- 
prietors and landholders is very great at present. 



MEATH. Extract from Journal of Captain Kennedy, Inspecting Officer, County Meath, for week 
1 ending 6th February, 1847. 

The relief lists are daily increasing fully 100 per day for the last fortnight. The dismissals 
on scrutiny have been about. 35 per day. Great abuses existed under the old check clerks. 

I see no inclination on the part of farmers or landowners to employ a sufficient number of 
men. In this part of the country, I see little prospect of any great decrease in the numbers at 
present at relief labour. I have left no means untried to make farmers and landholders take 
some of them off the work but without success. Tillage is unusually backward. The small 
holders, on several extensive properties, are utterly neglected and unaided, and I fear can or 
will do nothing. I cannot see how the Public Works can be stopped or even decreased unless 
a very different spirit prevails among landowners and landholders. 

The people must be employed or fed. They are barely existing from hand to mouth. 
There have been some trifling disturbances arising from a disinclination to undertake task- 
work. 

Many Relief Committees have become worse than useless, one individual (or two) obtaining 
such ascendancy that the others from indolence or intimidation absent themselves. 

The works are much retarded owing to bad weather ; works overcrowded by men half fed. 
Great opposition is offered to task-work, but where undertaken they earn fairly. I am putting 
them to it in detail to prevent any outbreak, and anticipate the best results from it. Dis- 
couraging idlers and getting some value for the money. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Kennedy, Inspecting Officer, County Meath, for week 
ending 13th February, 1847. 

The small farmers are doing little or nothing : want of means and sullen listles3ness cha- 
racterise the whole class ; but a very few of the landlords or proprietors are bestirring them- 
selves ; and some, I could name, of large property, are turning away the few labourers they 
have, and forcing them on the Public Works. 
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Extract from Journal of Captain Kennedy, Inspecting Officer, County Meath, for week MEATH, 
ending 20th February, 1847. 

I see no prospect of any decrease in numbers ; they are pouring in daily; disease and desti- 
tution rapidly on the increase. Many who could live in the early part of the season have 
exhausted their means, and now resort to relief labour. Farmers are discharging those whom' 
they only fed (without wages), owing to the price of provisions. 

I anticipate a large number of acres being left totally untilled and uncropped in this county. 

Office work till 12 o’clock p. m., almost every night. 

Most of the works progressing favourably, and task-work being more generally introduced. 

I am striking off about 200 men weekly upon scrutiny, but the increase is above 1 50 per day. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Kennedy, Inspecting Officer, County Meath, for week 
ending 27th February, 1847. 

The county is quiet ; the labouring poor patient and indolent beyond credence. The small 
fanners are doing nothing, all living in a state of expectancy. The labourers employed on the 
works at wages show a marked disinclination to work for farmers. I have dismissed many for 
refusing to do so. The very low wages heretofore given has excited a strong feeling against 
employers. There are very few of the landed proprietors helping their tenantry to crop their 
land. A lamentable want of energy and self-reliance pervades all classes. The works are 
progressing as well as can be reasonably expected with half fed labourers. They earn well at 
task, but are still very averse to its being adopted. I have been obliged to disemploy the 
ringleaders on several works where they refused to work at task and broke up the portions set 
for them. I carried my point in every instance. Task-work should be universally adopted 
for the able-bodied. 



Extract from Journal of Mr. Newton, Inspecting Officer, County Wexford, for week WEXFORD, 
ending 6th February, 1847. 

All corn sown in autumn looking very sickly. 



Extract from Journal of Mr. Coleman, Inspecting Officer, County Wexford, for week 
ending 6th February, 1847. 

But from all that I can learn the people are very badly off. Farmers holding 30 acres of 
land, Irish, being obliged to seek employment on the Public Works, and, consequently, suspend 
all operations on their own farms. Farmers holding from 50 to 70 Irish acres, generally 
speaking, are tolerably well off, yet not employing the number of hands required for the proper 
or profitable management of their farms. Men holding two to five acres, Irish, are in almost 
utter destitution ; those who hold no land at all, and who are able to obtain employment, are 
best off. On my way to and from my work, I visited as many of that class as my time would 
allow ; they seemed to feel as if in the greatest poverty. But on questioning them a little, I 
found the family to be receiving from 14s. to 17s- per week, so that their destitution was more 
imaginary than real. The people very peaceable. Weather tolerably fine ; rather wet yes- 
terday, and some rain this morning too, which retarded our work a little as we could not use 
the mops. 



Extract from Journal of Mr. Coleman, Inspecting Officer, County Wexford, for week 
ending 13th February, 1847. 

On account of the quantity of snow lying on the ground, was not able to do anything except 
make some inquiry about the state of the small farmers and the labouring class in the neigh- 
bourhood. No works going on with small farmers. No manure heaps collected. They 
seem to have lost spirit, and hardly think of doing anything on their own land. 



Extract from Journal of Mr. Dalton, Inspector of Drainage, County Wexford, for week 
ending 13th February, 1847. 

Barony of Shelburne. 

The people are quiet, though suffering great privation, few of them being able to obtain two 
meals in the day. The spring work has not yet commenced. 

I wrote to Mr. Houghton and Captain Richards, Lord Templemore’s agent, relative to the 
drainage on their estates, and received an answer from Captain Richards ; but, in consequence of 
the heavy fall of snow and severe frost, it was useless to inspect the ground during this week. 

The snow is now rapidly disappearing, and on Monday I will proceed with my inspection 
of the lands. 

No Drainage Works have yet commenced in the barony of Shelburne. 

[b. w. 2.] ^ 2 N 
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Extract from Journal of Mr. Gahan, Sub-Inspector of Drainage, County Longford 
week ending 30th January, 1847. 

The people in general showed a great indisposition to task-work at the commencement, but 
are now much satisfied, as they have found that they can earn from Is. to Is. 3 d. per diem. 



Extract from Journal of Mr. Gahan, Sub-Inspector of Drainage, County Longford fh» 
week ending 6th February, 1847. 

- The men are well disposed to work, and appear to be content with their earnings ; the state 
of the country is that of quietness ; the conduct of the people good under all their privations, 
but as yet no progress in cultivation going forward on small farms. 



Extract from Journal of Mr. Itmas, Acting Sub -Inspector, County Longford, for week 
ending 6th February, 1847. 

The labourers are in general quiet in this neighbourhood, but not willing to work much. I 
cannot say much about the works, having only commenced a few days. I think most of the 
tenants above ten acres are preparing to sow the land. The small tenants are mostly on the 
Public Works, and few of them are doing anything with their lands. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Walker, Inspecting Officer, County Longford, for week 
ending 7th February, 1847. 

Baronies Granard and Longford , and part of Ardagh and Moydore. 

I have been employed nearly the whole week, as last, receiving lists and scrutinising them 
with Relief Committees, preparing lists for engineers and inspecting officers of drainage, which, 
with the endless applications from Relief Committees for transfers and exchange of labourers, 
the necessity for which is produced by the inaccuracy of their own original lists, has so occupied 
me, that I have been obliged to devote this day to constant writing, though Sunday ; and I am 
now writing this report in the most hurried manner for the post. 

On Monday and Tuesday I was entirely occupied in the parish of Kilcashan, where the 
Relief Committee have acted in such a manner as will oblige me, as soon as I have gone 
through a thorough investigation of all their late proceedings, to make a special report to the 
Board on it. 



Extract from Report of Mr. Gahan, Inspector of Drainage, County Longford, for week 
ending 13th February, 1847. 

The men are well disposed to work and anxious for it ; the country is in a perfectly quiet 
state • the conduct of the people very good, though their sufferings have been much augmented 
during the last week by the inclemency of the weather, which partially .stopped the work. Ike 
Relief Committees assemble as usual to consider for the wants of the people; no disturbance of 
any kind has occurred in this pait of the country to my knowledge ; no farm operations have 
commenced as yet. The works are going on well, considering the weather. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Walker, Inspecting Officer, County Longford, for week 
ending 20th February, 1847. 

Friday, presenting sessions for barony of Ardagh, in Longford. The remainder of this day, 
as a great portion of every day, devoted to correcting the innumerable errors fallen into by the 
several committees in filling their lists, especially the Killashin, Newtown Forbes, and Upper 
Killoe. If I were to attend to the hourly applications from the chairmen, secretaries, and 
individual members of these committees, I could not satisfy their demands, and they will not 
furnish me with the lists, their instructions and mine require, in consequence. I have now 
positively refused all applications from the Committees until they do so. 

A comparatively active disposition begins to be evinced towards farming operations since 
the snow disappeared; but the small farmers and cottier-tenants cannot go upon their own lands 
to work, except in cases where they have so many grown-up children that a sufficient number 
can be employed on the Public Works to support the family, and leave one or more to attend 
to the lands ; the numbers of families so circumstanced, of course, are few ; the neglect of the 
land great. The same description of outrages as usual. Oatmeal sold this day from 3s. ?d. 
to 3s. 7 d. per stone, the only quantity, or less, in which the labourer can buy it at this price. 
A man’s wages will barely keep himself, wife, and one child, and in my district, there are many 
hundreds of families, varying from four to seven, and some more, depending on the wages of 
one. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Walker, Inspecting Officer, County Longford, for week 
ending 27th February, 1847. 

.The spring work is commencing with some degree of activity among the better classes of 
farmers, but the smaller are too entirely dependent on the Public Works for their own and 
families’ support to be able to devote any portion of their labour to their own ground. 
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No change as regards the tranquillity of the county. Small crimes continue as usual; 72 LONGFORD, 
persons were convicted of such, and sentenced to various terms of transportation at the assizes 
just closed. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Airey, Inspecting Officer, County Dublin, for week DUBLIN, 
ending 6th February, 1847. 

The weather has been such as in a great measure to stop the usual tillage, which has been 
carried to a much greater extent during the last three weeks than formerly. 



Extract from Journal of Captain. Airey, Inspecting Officer, County Dublin, for week 
ending 13th February, 1847. 

I{have the honour to state, for the information of the Commissioners .that in consequence of 
the severity of the weather during the past week not only all agricultural labour has been 
stopped, but even on the road works, where surface work was necessary, the labourers have 
been obliged to suspend operations. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Airey, Inspecting Officer, County Dublin, for week 
ending 20th February, 1847. 

During the past week I have observed a more than usual activity in the farm operations, 
which increases as the spring advances. Yesterday, in the barony of Castleknock, I found 
potato planting going on in two or three places ; and am informed that, about Swords and 
Rathmulheal, some of the large farmers are making preparations for that purpose. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Airey, Inspecting Officer, County Dublin, for week 
ending 27th February, 1847. 

There are not nearly so many applications for labour on the Public Works as usual, there 
being a greater demand for labourers for regular agricultural work of the season, and tillage 
appears to be in active operation throughout the country. 

The Relief Committees in general carry on their proceedings in a regular and orderly man- 
ner, but there has not been much doing in the Labour Relief Committees in consequence of the 
expected change of system. 



Extract from Journal of Wm. Phelan, Inspector, County Carlow, for week ending CARLOW. 

6th February, 1847. 

I am happy to inform the Board that the farmers are more anxious about tilling their lands 
than they had been for the last three months. 



Extract from Journal of Lieutenant Hotham, Inspecting Officer, County Carlow, for 
week ending 13th February, 1847- 

The severe weather this week has thrown many persons out of employment, and considerably 
added to the distress, at the same time rendering it more difficult to get additional works laid 
but to receive them. 

Extract from Journal of Lieutenant Hotham, Inspecting Officer, County Carlow, for 
week ending 20th February, 1847. 

On Thursday last I had an interview with Mr. Doyne and the Rev. Mr. Magennis, both 
Chairmen of Committees in barony Rathvilly. We all agreed that too many labourers were 
employed in the barony, that is r that many of them if turned off could get private employment; 
and they then asked me for a positive order to turn them off ; I replied, I had no fear about 
the responsibility of giving an order, but preferred that it was done by them on my recom- 
mendation. They replied, that. Relief Committees were so constituted that they never could 
gel that recommendation acted up to, and the only chance was my giving an absolute order, 
which I did. The numbers will be reduced 140 this week, and 100 the next. I mention 
this to show the working of the Relief Committee system. 



Extract from Journal of Lieutenant Hotham, Inspecting Officer, County Carlow, for 
week ending 27th February, 1847. 

The important feature in this week’s proceedings is the commencement of a reduction of the 
numbers employed. The season of the year is very favourable to it, yet it will be impossible, 
with the utmost exertions of the landlords (and they are exerting themselves), to give employ- 
ment to anything like the number of able-bodied who require it; I do not apprehend any diffi- 
culty in making the necessary reduction throughout. 

2 N 2 
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CARLOW. The order for reducing the numbers on Public Works has arrived. On Saturday a meeting 
of the Chairmen of the baronies Rathvilly, Forth, and Upper St. Mullins took place I 
Tullow, and we determined to reduce the numbers at once to what the engineer could conve- 
niently employ, fill up no more vacancies, and allow the works to wear themselves out. A. 
great deal of agricultural employment is going on, which will materially help us. 



QUEEN’S Extract from Jounal of Lieutenant Baillie, R. E., Inspecting Officer, Queen’s Countv 
COUNTY. for week ending 6th February, 1847- 

It appears to be the general opinion of those best able to form one, that as much wheat has 
been sown this year as usual, but that the small holders of land are quite neglecting its culti- 
vation. 

Extract from Journal of Lieutenant Baillie, R. E., Inspecting Officer, Queen’s County, 
for week ending 13th February, 1847. 

The extreme severity of the weather during the past week rendered progress with any of the 
works extremely difficult, and with some impossible. 

The Ballickraoyler Relief Committee having raised upwards of 6007. by private subscription, 
and obtained an equal sum from the Government, have commenced affording relief by distri- 
buting provisions to a large number of destitute persons in Sleivemargy barony, even including 
families of men on the works. Mr. Cooper informed me that he gaVe soup out of his own 
house to about 200 persons daily. I found other pevsons giving relief in a similar manner. 
In fact, persons resident on the spot, and exposed to solicitations of famishing people, which 
their humanity will not permit them to refuse, while some non-residents merely send small 
subscriptions, or perhaps none at all, are very heavily burthened, and are besides exposed to 
the pain of witnessing scenes of misery. 



Extract from Journal of Major M c Kie, Inspecting Officer, Queen’s County, for week 
ending 13th February, 1847. 

The question has arisen with the proprietors of lands under drainage, whether the labourers 
are entitled to “ special relief’’ in case of severe weather, and if so, whether the amount paid 
on account of “special relief” is to be charged against the presentment, or whether it will be 
afforded at the public expense. 



Extract from Journal of Major M'Kie, Inspecting Officer, Queen’s County, for week 
20th February, 1847. 

The wages earned by the workmen, for the week ending the 9th instant, have been very 
small, as also during the last week, owing to the severity of the weather. 



Extract from Journal of Lieutenant, Baillie, R. E., Inspecting Officer, Queen’s County, 
for week ending 20th February, 1847. 

The road works in the electoral division of Abbeyleix, barony Cullenagh, are drawing to 
a close, and it is not without difficuliy that employment can be found for all of those hitherto 
at work on them on the drainage works. However, it is anticipated that if the weather would 
become dry, a considerable number would be absorbed by the spring agricultural work, and 
the cutting of turf; at the latter work they are stated to earn in ordinary years 1$. 6 d. per 
diem. 

Mr. Trench on Wednesday inspected the drainage presented for at sessions of the 2nd of 
January ; but Lord De Vesci had previously commenced it, to prevent the people from starving, 
with the hope that he will be repaid the money he has then expended. 

At Ballylinan the sessions proceeded under the Act, and confined themselves to voting sums 
to complete the road works in progress. Mr. Trench stated that he had been prevented by 
the tenants from proceeding with the drainage on the townland of Boley. However, a Mr. 
Budds, a coroner, stated that he had obtained a sum of 4007., to be expended in seed and 
tilling the land, with which he undertook to employ all those who might want work in that 
neighbourhood. 

The feeling against feeding the able-bodied labourer, under the new Act, without exacting 
work, appears to be as general and as strong as was formerly the feeling against the Poor 
Employment Act ; in fact there appears now to he rather a wish to continue the operations 
under that Act, if the labour in the fields be not substituted for it. 



Extract from Journal of Lieutenant Baillie, R. E., Inspecting Officer, Queens County, 
for week ending 27th February, 1847. 

The distress appears to he increasing, and rising to a class who have hitherto contrived to 
support themselves without looking to the Public Works; several men of a comtortao e 
appearance, holding from five to ten acres of land, applied for work at Ballickmoyler, 
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they had never before been on the works. In Stradbally barony the drainage works are 
affording abundant employment. . 

The Relief Committee at Maryborough has been reconstituted, and several gentlemen placed 
in it. who were before acting on an independent committee. The numbers on the books of this 
committee have also very much increased lately ; and the reason assigned for this is that the 
farmers are discharging their men, from an inability (so stated) to continue longer affording 
them support. 



Extract from Journal of Major M'Kie, Inspecting Officer, Queen’s County, for week 
ending 27th February, 1847. 

I see little cultivation going on. With respect to reproductive works, it happens generally 
that, many of the men named by the Committee do not attend. For the Roundwood (Mr. 
Hamilton’s drainage), only 1 10 men are at work out of 192 men, whose names were sent by 
me to the engineer. 



Extract from Journal of Mr. Hewetson, Inspector of Drainage, County Kilkenny, for 
week ending 6th February, 1847. 

When travelling through the barony of Ida, I find there is little or nothing doing in the 
creneral operation of farming, and collecting of manure, drawing of limestone, repairing of lime- 
kilns, &c., or scarcely any persons seen employed on the farms. The servants who were 
employed by the farmers are now at the Public Works, and in many instances the small farmers 
and their horses are employed there also. 

The usual quantity of wheat has been sown ; bere and barley are doing well ; it might have 
been more plentifully sown in many places. Winter oats are decaying from the severity of the 
weather. 



Extract from Journal of Mr. Butler, Inspecting Officer, County Kilkenny, for week ending 
6th February, 1S47. 

The men in general very well disposed, but weak with hunger ; they are gradually giving in 
to task-work ; Is. a day sounds like high wages, but it is quite insufficient to keep a man in 
working condition, and support his family besides. 



Extract from Journal of Lieutenant Gallwey, R. E., Inspecting Officer, County Kilkenny, 
for week ending 6th February, 1847. 

1 would suggest to the Commissioners that great attention be paid to the re-construction of 
Relief Committees (which I understand is to take place). There is a great influx of farmers, 
whose evidence would always be useful, but still they are not capable of acting as members of 
a Relief Committee, without bias of any kind. I would also suggest that the rules respecting 
the clergy, viz., “ that the head of each church only should be members,” be strictly adhered 
to, as I have seen Committees composed only of Roman Catholic curates and farmers. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Walker, Inspecting Officer, County Kilkenny, for week 
ending 6th February, 1847. 

All the small farmers are neglecting their land. In going through the Borberin distrinct on 
Thursday/I did not see more than three ploughs at work. The fact is, these small farmers 
have no seed to put in the ground, and often no means of support but the Public Works. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Walker, Inspecting Officer, County Kilkenny, for week 
ending 13th February, 1847. 

The ground being covered with snow has prevented any farm operations. Many of the 
labourers have been discharged from the railroad, and now come to the Public W orks. 

I attended the relief meeting at Newmarket, Harvey de Montmorency, Esq., in the Chair; 
nearly all the farmers on the Committee attended, and there was such an unwillingness to give 
information, together with their being afraid to remove any one from the works, that I could not 
get above 5 out of 200 names we went through removed, and they made so much delay about 
these, that the meeting had to break up. The chairman and secretary, the Rev. J . McCheane, 
are the only gentlemen on the Committee, and though they have every wish to do their duty, 
but from being at the extremity of the district do not know all the people, and have to depend 
upon the farmers, who are so completely influenced by intimidation, and the desire of popularitj , 
that they will not do their duty. This is a poor district. There are now about 800 upon the 
works, and 200 applicants; no bread fund established, or any public charity. Mr. de Mont- 
morency gives away a great deal of food, but that cannot equal the benefit of a meal fund. 
There is constant sheep-stealing going on whenever the opportunity offers. 



QUEEN’S 

COUNTY. 



KILKENNY.. 
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KILKENNY. Extract from Journal of Mr. Shanley, Inspector of Drainage, County Kilkenny f nr m i, 

ending 13th. February, 1847. weelc 

Barony of Fassadinin. 

In consequence of the snow and frost lasting all this week, the workmen were takin? 
quarrying, and breaking stones for drainage during the week. Farm operations backward. 



Extract from Report of Captain Walker, Inspecting Officer, County Kilkenny for w PP t 
ending 20th February, 1847. 

There have been armed parties going about near Hagginstown, barony Knocktopher, this 
week, searching for arms ; but in other places the people are quiet. The discharged railway 
labourers in Thomastown were inclined to be troublesome, but have been supported from the 
bread fund there, until put upon the Public Works, that is, the most destitute of them. 

I still receive a great many applications for employment on the Public Works, and the lists 
required scrutinising very much, but it is very difficult to get the Committees to do it. The 
liberal presentments that have been made seem to lead the Committees to think that they may 
crowd a proportional number on the works. In re-organising the Committees, I hope the 
necessity is seen of excluding many of the farmers, and in other places the shopkeepers, who 
bring forward the persons in whom they are interested. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Walker, Inspecting Officer, County Kilkenny, for week 
ending 27th February, 1847. 

The country seems quiet, but there is not much doiug to the land except by large farmers. 

I am urging upon the farmers the necessity of employing as many as they can, to reduce the 
number on the Public Works; but there is a great unwillingness to take them till they are 
obliged, and the landlords seem very slow in offering assistance to the small farmer. 



Extract from Journal of Lieutenant Galwey, R. E., Inspecting Officer, County Kilkenny, 
for week ending 27th February, 1847. 

There seems but little effort making by the gentry to employ the people. Soup shops are 
becoming more general, which seems to me to satisfy the people much, as the hucksters were 
.in the habit of extorting very high prices. 



KILDARE. Extract from Journal of Lieut. Brandling, Inspecting Officer, County Kildare, for week 

ending 6th February, 1847. 

I have the honour to report that, during the past week, I have visited all the Drainage Works 
under the superintendence of Mr. Hamilton, in this county. The labourers were working well, 
and the proprietors appear to be satisfied with the manner in which the works are executed. 
I found that many of the labourers, either from the want of sufficient food or old age, quite 
unable to support themselves at this employment, so I was obliged to make an exchange of 
mien between the Public Works and the Drainage. 

Foiir of the labourers employed on the Public Works in the barony of North Naas were 
'■committed last week for stealing corn out of a canal boat. 



Extract from Journal of Lieut. Brandling, Inspecting Officer, County Kildare, for week 
ending 13th February, 1847. 

Some of the labourers that could not pursue their usual occupations, were employed in clear- 
ing the snow from the roads and footpaths, and on account of the high price of provisions, they 
were returned for lj.per diem. A great part of my time during the past week has been taken 
up in investigating a most wilful act of incendiarism, which took place in the barony of Connell. 

A stable belonging to an overseer, named Fitzpatrick, was set on fire, about 12 o’clock on 
last Monday night : providentially the people of the house were all out of bed at the time, and 
able to extinguish the flames, before much damage was done. 

Three bad characters, employed under Fitzpatrick, are strongly suspected, so I have removed 
them from the work. 



Extract from Journal of Lieut. Brandling, Inspecting Officer, County Kildare, for week 
ending 20th February, 1847. 

I have the honour to report, that the Public Works in the county of Kildare are going on 
well, but the farmers are not showing the slightest disposition to relieve us from any of the des- 
titute poor. The Drainage Works, under Mr. Labouchere’s letter, are giving great satisfaction 
to the proprietors ; and the overseer informs me that they will be completed at a very reason- 
able cost. J r 
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Extract from Journal of Lieut. Brandling, Inspecting Officer, County Kildare, for week KILDARE, 
ending 27th February, 1847. 

From the information I have received from some of the leading gentlemen in the county of 
Kildare, there is reason to suppose that the small farmers, holding under six acres of land, are 
not preparing for sowing their grounds. These men all say, that they have not money to buy 
the seed, and that if the landlords, or the Goverument, will not come forward to assist them, 
they must then either fall back on the Public Works, or starve. 

Thursday, I attended a meeting of the Relief Committee for the barony of Kilkeen and 
Moone, and arranged to have about 100 men removed from the Public Works. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Hart, Inspecting Officer, County Louth, for weekending LOUTH. 
6th February, 1847. 

Farming operations have been carrying on very extensively throughout the county during 
the past week. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Hart, Inspecting Officer, County Louth, for week ending 
13th February, 1847. 

The destitution in every part of this county has been rapidly increasing for several weeks 
past, nevertheless there is no deficiency of corn in the county ; indeed, I should conceive that 
there remains unthrashed sufficient to sow the land of several counties, but it is in the hands of 
a few large farmers. The small farmers are, I regret to state, in some instances, parting with 
their seed-corn, under the impression that Government will supply seed, and that they may as 
well have their share of it. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Hart, Inspecting Officer, County Louth, for week ending 
20th February, 1847. 

The state of the county is perfectly quiet, and I am credibly informed that farming opera- 
tions are in quite as advanced a state as in former years at this season ; still many of the small 
holdings of a few acres are being quite neglected, the owners of which having no means of 
living except that afforded by employment on the Relief Works. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Gilbert, Inspecting Officer, County Sligo, for week SLIGO, 
ending 6th February, 1847. 

There is no appearance whatever of agricultural employment in any part of the county I 
have been in this last week, and distress is rapidly increasing. In the upper half barony of 
Leyny, the population of which is 27.000, 20,000 are destitute ; and it is absolutely necessary 
that 2000 men, now out of employment, should be relieved to keep them from starvation. In 
the parishes of Curry and Kilmaiitige, several deaths have occurred from want. 

The different roads are progressing as well as can be expected. The distress increases 
rapidly. Employment for at least two thousand people is required for the upper half barony 
of Leyny. 



Extract from Journal of Mr. Halliday, Inspecting Officer, County Sligo, for weekending” 
6th February, 1847. 

The people are quiet, suffering, but most apathetic; it is computed that 700 passed towards 
Sligo town from Mayo, on their way to America, this week ; one lot contained 10 carts, 109 
souls ; the estimate is vague, but I believe under the truth. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Gilbert, Inspecting Officer, County Sligo, for week 
ending 13th February, 1847- 

Deaths have considerably increased this week by the severe state of the weather ; the labourers 
have had great difficulty in remaining on the works. 

Provisions are still exceedingly high, and the prices rather inclined to get higher than lower; 
scarcely any corn now remaining in the country. 

In consequence of the very severe weather this week, the works have progressed slowly. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Gilbert, Inspecting Officer, County Sligo, for week 
ending 20th February, 1847. 

No appearance whatsoever of any work going on by private individuals on tillage. The 
members of the Relief Committees in general have reported that there are still many hundred 
labourers in want of employment on the Puolic Works, and I feel convinced that whilst relief 
is given by Government, none of the landholders will work on their own property. 
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It is quite impossible to describe the state of the labourers in general, who are unable t - 
a fair day’s work ; provisions are so dear, that 8d. is not sufficient to support a family an$u 
labourers in many cases of working by task, would not from weakness be enabled to earn m 



Extract from Report of Captain Gilbert, Inspecting Officer, County Sligo, for weekendin 
27th February, 1827. £ 

The weather during the last week has been very dry and favourable for tillage; there is 
appearance of some little employment on the land, but it is not general ; the complaint seemsto 
be the want of seed, without which the people will not commence to prepare the ground A 
few men have been applied for from the Public Works, and are now employed by private in 



Extract from Journal of Lieutenant Primrose, Inspecting Officer, County Mayo, for week 
ending 6th February, 1847- 

Great distress prevails in almost every locality, and the people are bearing it in a manner 
the most extraordinary. A soup kitchen has been established in Holly Mount and another in 
Cong ; and in the former place the gentlemen have formed a store for the sale of meal at the 
first cost, purchased in some of the large towns. J 



Extract from Journal of Lieutenant Cox, Inspecting Officer, County Mayo, for week 
ending 6th February, 1847. 

1 have, as already reported, recommenced all the works which were suspended from the 
tunds being exhausted. It was a most necessary step, as many of the roads were left in an 
unsafe and unfinished state, and there was very great distress occasioned by it. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Farren, Inspecting Officer, County Mayo, for week 
ending 6th February, 1847. 

There is an impression abroad that the Government do not care whether the labourers work 
or not, anci that under any circumstances they must be paid and fed. 

The district generally is peaceable. Some cases of sheep-stealing have occurred. Five were 
taken near Clogher House, m the Belcarra police district, and the persons concerned appre- 
hended. They were, it is stated, in comfortable circumstances. 

A great deal of employment, by means of Public Works, has been provided in that locality. 
With respect to agricultural operations, very little appears to be going on ; a move, however, 
seems to be making in that direction. Applications for the transfer of tickets from the head of 
tile family to the members of it are numerous, and the cause assigned for some of them is for the 
purpose of tilling the land. 



Extract from Joornal of Mr. Browning, Inspector of Drainage, County Mayo, for week 
ending 6th February, 1847. 

The people are making no preparation for their sprinw work 
win/Z t T 7 P ea “ aM J of an attacl on Mr. O’Donel's house, where the 

house : thr p e%le desired^ ^ a =" aimt at 



Extract from Journal of Lieutenant Primrose, Inspecting Officer, County Mayo, for week 
ending 13th February, 1847. 

a subSrton th and 1 ff ^°7™ ttees f p ro ^ogue and Thurles. The former has entered into 
has been created, including the Government grant ; 
TTZk ^ ° Ut 250 £ alIons P« diem to about400 families, 

knitting- and weaving mrl ^i!- S i * re likewise employing a number of families in 

for thefr funds ^ ma in ° Manuel, the latter when sold realizing something considerable 



Extract from Report of Lieutenant Cox, Inspecting Officer, County Mayo, for week endin' 
13th February, 1847. 

butwhere e nractirab]V^P^ eaV ^/ a i^ of ^ now ’ most of lhe works have been suspended this week 
or if employment rnnlrl nofrF 6 hav . e , b ® en employed in clearing away the snow, breaking stones 
half a day’s^pay 6 P rovi( * e d> they were mustered in the morning and returned fo 
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Extract from Journal of Captain Carey, Inspecting: Officer, County Mayo, for week 
ending 1 3th February, 1847. 

The weather has lately prevented land being broken up ; and from the conversation of the 
peasantry I can discover no immediate intention on their part of doing anything whatever for 
themselves. 

Selfishness is now so predominant a feeling, that I am satisfied earnings are not divided 
amongst a family, but that the old and sickly are left half fed, whilst others of the family have 
an ample sufficiency. 

Extract from Report of Lieutenant Primrose, Inspecting Officer, County Mayo, for week 
ending 20th February, 1847. 

Nearly everything is deserted for employment on the Public Works. Even the clergy and 
gentlemen of the country are pressing for an increase of labour, and although in some districts 
nearly one-fourth of the population is employed, still the cry is, the officers of the Board are 
starving the people. 

Generally speaking, the conduct of the people is peaceable and quiet ; but during the week 
I was obliged to stop two gangs : one on a road in Kilmaine, for threatening a check clerk, and 
the other for a like offence in Costello towards an overseer, and preventing his measurements. 
These two are the only instances which have come to my knowledge. 

Why the sessions were called at all appeal’s to me inexplicable, as scarcely any of the works, 
or at least a very small number, have been put into operation of those presented for at the second 
sessions for the barony ; but an infatuation has taken possession of the entire country, and the 
great object appears to be the desire of squandering masses of money and employing multitudes 
of people ; and although the season is fast approaching when it will be imperative' on the farmers 
to crop their lands, little is doing except in some small localities. 



Extract from Journal of Lieutenant Cox, Inspecting Officer, County' Mayo, for week 
ending 20th February, 1847. 

Baronies of Tyrawley and Erris. 

Destitution is on the increase. All the people' who are able to do so are leaving the country, 
and many more will go when the spring commences. Many of the deaths from starvation 
reported are amongst those employed on the Public Works, — feeble and infirm persons making 
exertions they are unaccustomed to, weakened from previous want of food; but there is much 
exaggeration in the reports brought forward. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Carey, Inspecting Officer, County Mayo, for week ending 
20th February, 1847. 

Robberies are common, but unaccompanied by violence. There have been some few parties 
out at night, especially in the parish of Tolaneady, searching for arms, but with little success. 
The accounts of these meetings are always much exaggerated. The disinclination to till their 
own ground is still strong among small tenants. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Fatiren, Inspecting Officer, County Mayo, for week 
enditi 20th February, 1847. 

Baronies of Carrigallen and Clanmorris. 

The district is peaceable. In some localities attention is directed in a small degree to the 
preparation of the land for crops; but great apathy still exists, and the impression that the 
people will be employed thereon by the Government has not yet been removed. 



Extract from Journal of Lieutenant Cox, Inspecting Officer, County Mayo, for week ending 
27th February, 1847. 

Baronies of Tyrawley and Erris. 

A great deal of fever and disease in this localifv, and many of the weak and infirm labourers 
have fallen victims to the late inclemency of the weather, working in wet ground, with perhaps 
a want of nourishing food ; but I think few of the deaths occur from actual starvation. 

I could bring forward an instance of a man paid his wages on Friday, dead on Sunday, and 
a verdict of starvation brought in by an inquest. The fine weather and increase of length in the 
(lays has been most favourable to the progress of the works this week, and will enable the men 
to earn good wages. 



Extract from Report of Lieutenant Primrose, Inspecting Officer, Count}' Mayo, for week 
endiug 27th February, 1847. 

Baronies of Kilmain and Costello. 



Amongst the small farmers little or nothing is doing in the cultivation of the land ; they seem 
to be bolding back, expecting Government will provide seed. This is the opinion of mauy of 

[b. w. 2.J SO 
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MAYO. •: them. The 17th of March is, however, the general time for their commencing the tillage, and 

until that day a correct opinion caunotbe formed ; but it is supposed in many parts much more 
land will be cropped than might be expected. Vast numbers, however, have not a particle, and 
what little they had a short time since has been consumed for food. 



ROSCOMMON. Extract from Journal of Mr. Ikwin, Inspector of Drainage, County Roscommon, for week 

ending 6th February, 1847. 

In Castlerea district lists were supplied ; but comparatively few of those who were called 
answered their names, a great many ot them having to England, Scotland, or elsewhere, some 
(as I was informed) being dead, others sick, and some in the workhouse. All the Relief 
Committees of the barony (Castlerea) are now engaged in revising their registries, and in pre- 
paring correct lists, and forwarding them to Captain Burmester ; it is, therefore, probable that 
on Monday the Drainage Works will be.very generally in progress. 

The distress of the labouring classes is very severe, and has been for some time becoming 
progressively worse, particularly wherever there were no Public Works (or not much of them 
in operation). I am confident that the Drainage Works will give great relief, particularly as 
I have every reason to hope and expect that there will not be any combination or other mis- 
conduct among the labourers. 

In this barony (Castlerea) generally tillage is always late, arid very few farm operations are 
ever in progress at this time of the year ; but there is no doubt whatever that all who can com- 
mand soil and seed will sow as much com as they possibly can, and that various green crops, 
particularly turnips, will be extensively cultivated as substitutes for the potato. 



Extract from the Journal of Captain Burmester, Inspecting Officer, County Roscommon, 
for week ending 6th February, 1847. 

On some of the works, the Currasellagh road in Frenchpark, and Carrowmove in Castlereagh, 
some violence and threatening language has been used towards the overseers ; in both cases 
the offenders have been held to bail. In other respects the works have been going on well 
The state of the country is quiet. I have heard of no outrages by armed parties of late; but 
the stealing of sheep and occasional robberies ou the high roads continue. 



Extract from the Journal of Major Stuart, Inspecting Officer, Roscommon County, for 
week ending 13th February, 1847. 

The works go on slowly in proportion to the numbers employed : want of tools and fraudulent 
measurement, add considerably to the expense of them. The country here is tranquil, aud the 
conduct, of the people good. The Relief Committees generally, under great pressure and 
difficulties, appear anxious to carry out the regulations. Independent of the obstruction of the 
weather, tillage is neglected for the Relief Works, ami there appears but little prospect of a 
change while the works last. Men with small holdings have no seed; and their landlords 
cannot afford half a year’s rent, which it would cost, to provide seed for them. 



Extract from Journal of Lieutenant Wethkrell, Inspecting Officer, Roscommon County, 
for week ending 13th February, 1847. 

Distress has greatly increased during the past week, occasioned by the severity of the 
weather. Numerous deaths have occurred. Dysentery and fever are prevalent. I have 
heard (from good authority) of cases where three and four members of a family have been 
lying dead at the same time, without the means to bury them. When I was at Kilglass on 
Thursday last a corpse was carried to the grave in a sheet, the surviving relatives not having 
the means of procuring a coffin. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Burmester, Inspecting Officer, County Roscommon, for 
week ending 20th February, 1847. 

But few of the principal persons are making efforts to get their tenants to cultivate the land 
or bringing in seed for them. In the neighbourhood of Roscommon, however, I observed con- 
siderable numbers of ploughs at the various forges to be repaired and rendered serviceable. 
There are some complaints of the men refusing to work except on Public Works ; and I would 
recommend that no more new works be sanctioned for the present. 



Extract from the Journal of Major Stuart, Inspecting Officer, County Roscommon, for 
week ending 20th February, 1847. 

Although several of the works must soon cease, there appears to be but little inclination or 
preparation for tillage, and the distress will be more severe, if possible, ou their cessation. 
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Extract from Journal of Mr. Wetherell, Inspecting Officer, County Roscommon, for ROSCOMMON, 
week ending ‘20th February, 1847. 

The Committees, generally speaking, transact their business very indifferently, and especially 
the Strokestown Committee. I cannot obtain from them anything correct. The present 
Chairman, Mr. Knox, has tendered his resignation, having been appointed resident magistrate 
in county Sligo. The principal persons constituting this Committee are the Roman Catholic 
clergy. 

I have no doubt that the various trifling outrages that take place originate principally with 
the friends of discharged stewards and check clerks, the people in this locality having such 
large faction parties. The few residents are in great fear of these persons. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Burmester, Inspecting Officer, County Roscommon, for 
week ending 27th February, 1847. 

During the last week the conduct of the men has, with one exception in the barony of 
Castlereagh, been regular. 

The suffering of the people in some districts, more particularly the neighbourhood of Castle 
Plunket, is very great. 

The lists furnished by the Relief Committees are extremely irregular; this may be partially 
accounted for by ihe number of persons being engaged at the assizes. 

As yet the farm operations occupy but few persons, although the weather has been most 
favourable. 

Many persons are leaving the country. 



Extract from Report of Major Stewart, Inspecting Officer, County Roscommon, for week 
ending 27th February, 1847. 

In the barony of Athlone, more particularly, many works have been stopped, and the rest 
must soon be closed from the exhaustion of the funds. Should another Presentment Sessions 
be ordered, I would strongly recommend that as little Public Work as possible be undertaken, 
because tillage is and will be neglected for it, and the money expended exceeds in an enormous 
proportion the work done ; even yet it goes to many persons who ought uot to share it. 

Extract from Journal of Major Clarke, Inspecting Officer, County Galway, for week 
ending 6th February, 1847- 

There appears to me the same suspension of farming operations, through the county, amongst 
the middle and lower class of farmers. 

I was happy to find in yesterday's market, an excellent supply of grain, and for the first 
time, a reduction in price, but the bakers will not give the benefit of the reduction to the 
people. 

Extract from Journal of Captain Hutchinson, Inspecting Officer, County Galway, for 
week ending 6th February, 1847. 

I have, through the last week, visited the most, distressed parts of the district under my 
charge, particularly in Connemara, where there is at present much sickness, principally dysentery. 
The dpaths, from all I hear, are principally among old. or aged people, and young children; 
there have been cases stated to me, on pretty good authority, of some on the roads in the barony 
of Ross, within the district of the Clonbree Relief Committee, where labourers were carried off 
the road, having fainted; though there is every attention paid at some of the Relief Com- 
mittees, in giving aid in the way of soup and meal. I find great difficulty in obtaining lists 
of persons to put on the Public Works, and I have been obliged to sanction the employment 
of many who would otherwise have starved had I waited for lists from the Relief Committees. 
I observe along the sea-coast, line, the collection of sea-weed goes on. The country is quiet, and 
I have not heard of any disturbance. 

Extract from Journal of Captain Carey, Inspecting Officer, County Mayo, for week 
ending 6th February, 1847. 

Preparation for seed is not yet going on actively ; the greater number of fields are, in feet, 
still untouched. I do not, however, think this attributable so much to the actual employment 
of the occupiers on the Public Works, as to the hope that they will ultimately be paid for 
doing their own work, to their idleness, and to the intention many have of leaving the country : 
many that have seed, are not preparing their land. Robberies are more frequent than usual, 
but have rarely been accompanied by violence; and the accounts given of outrages of every sort, 
I generally find much exaggerated, though nothing could be more general than the inclination 
to dishonesty prevalent in every direction. 

There still exists, in one or two remote places, an idea that tickets give a right to wages, 
and that they need not take any tasks.- It is still impossible for the assistant engineers to set 
and measure every task themselves, and in fact day wages are really more common than 
measurement, but an extra 2 d. or 3d. is reserved to constitute the balance. 

202 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




268 



BOARD OF WORKS. 



GALWAY. 



Extract from Journal of Major Ainslie, Inspecting Officer, County Galway for wp i. 
ending 6th February, 1847. 

I wish to bring to the special notice of the Commissioners the enormous supply of grai n j 
witnessed in proceeding to Newtown Bellew, on the 2nd instant, at a market held at a cou tr, 
village called Mount Bellew, with a capacious market place. I have no hesitation in renort' 
that there are concealed stores of grain in the country, which are held back with some ulterio’ 
object : the slight fall in the markets brought, these supplies out. 

The task-work system is now generally understood, but there is no satisfying the never-endincr 
demands of the Committees, and their want of firmness generally, their constant wish to over° 
whelm thi works, and the extraordinary views they entertain, in some instances, are addi- 
tions to the duties I have to perform of no ordinary kind. 



Extract from Journal of Major Burns. Inspecting Officer, County Galway, for wee 
ending 6th February, 1847. 

During my journey through the baronies of Leitrim and Loughrea, I observed a good deal 
of corn in stacks. On Thursday, Loughrea market was well supplied with that article, and the 
price fell considerably. Farming operations by extensive farmers are unusually errear, and 
even small holders are preparing their ground lor seed. The country is tranquil ; robberies 
of sheep, &c., continue. 

Extract from Journal of Major Ainslie, Inspecting Officer, County Galway, for week 
ending 1 3th February, 1847. 

The condition of the labourers of the parish of Buoyanagh is insubordinate. The assist ant en- 
gineer, Mr. W. Halpin, having proceeded to the line where overseer James Waldron was 
brutally assailed, together with his assistant, viz., Cashell to Cappauagh, the workmen declared 
they would carry on ihe works as they please, and would not suffer Waldron over them, who is 
an intelligent, aetive, and determined servant of the Board. This feeling has spread to two other 
adjacent lines, and threats made use of to check-clerks and overseers. This parish has received 
1220 tickets and names for employment, and in the fairness or impartiality of this exclusive Com- 
mittee, I have no confidence : it is termed the Committee of Glanamadda, and is conducted by 
the parish priest and an attorney', and vet they press for more, and have, I am sure, more im- 
proper objects on the works than any other; to which I have had time to pay only partial atteu- 
tion, hut have discharged some of them, yet many remain. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Hutchinson, Inspecting Officer, County Galway, for 
week ending 13th February, 1847. 

The Vvorks in a grep.t measure have decreased from the funds being exhausted, and many 
destitute persons thrown out of employment; those in operation are going on as well as the 
heavy fall of snow, and subsequent hard frost, will admit of. The county is quiet, and no 
people have shown more patient endurance, under their severe privations from famine and 
much sickness, which latter is very prevalent in this district. The Relief Committees do not 
generally work well, so far as supplying lists of people for Public Works, though in the distri- 
bution of meal and soup to the destitute, much is done ; and in many instances, gratuitous relief 
of this kind is given by the resident landlord, and their families assisted by the clergy of all 
persuasions, a mode of relief absolutely necessary to the most destitute part of the population. 
While travelling through the countiy, I have observed that, preparation for farming operations 
is not so general as it ought to he. and in the mountain lands no operations of this nature are in 
progress, the usual seed (potatoes) not to be had, and the bog lands in their present slate not 
being fit for any other kind. There is a feeling of apathy among the farming class prevailing 
to a great extent ; the occupiers of small holdiugs are unable to till their laud, they cannot 
feed or pay the labourers; and in the whole of Connemara, with little exception, the dismal pro- 
spect of an entire country lying waste and unproductive is too apparent. This drove many, who 
never did apply before, to seek employment in Public Works; and the expenditure for the sup- 
port of the people will be immense, as it will be some time before the land I allude to can pro- 
duce, however good the cultivation may be. 



Extract from Journal of Major Burns, Inspecting Officer, County Galway, for week 
ending 13th February, 1847. 

Sir John Burke, Chairman of the Woodford Committee, closely scrutinized the labour list, 
and struck off many names. His exertions and arrangements to relieve the destitute of these 
two parishes, by providing an abundant supply of food'at a cheap rate, and the establishment 
of soup kitchens are most praiseworthy. 



Extract from Report of Major Ainslie, Inspecting Officer, County Galway, for week 
ending 20th February, 1847. 

I perceive no abatement in the accounts of distress ; and if the Relief Committees had but 
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possessed forethought, and some firmness in the early stage of this calamity, they would now GALWAY, 
be in a better position to face the common enemy. 

Much apprehension exists amongst tile landholders as to the weighty effects of the auxiliary 
measures upon their resources ; it. is daily more urgent, but the demands on this highly henevo- 
lent and requisite assistance will be onerous and importunate, and [ hear hints given that the 
entire balance unrelieved will be thrown on the magazines ; salutary and vigilant control will 
be requisite. 

I regret to say the market exhibits a rise here. 

Mv district is generally tranquil, excepting the parish of Killian, barony of Killian, where 
the assistant engineer reports to me that a. growing disposition to turbulence is evident; the pea- 
santry have come to his house and threatened to “smash his bones,” and I am apprehensive 
that it will be difficult to check this spirit, and keep them in order. 

In my travels through the remote parts of my district, poor lands and a pauper population. 

I saw but very few ploughs at work; if the next fortnight does not produce more agricultural 
activity, the neglect will be a serious affair. 

The works are generally conducted in a satisfactory manner, but the labourers building on 
the subsistence of lOd. daily, take advantage, and come late to work, and quit too early, but 
which it is most difficult, to check, over such extended operations. 

The new liue of road, Cashell to Cappanagh, barony of Ballymoe, has been this week sus- 
pended ; I have got the names of five ringleaders, and will refer them to the resident magis- 
trate ; but there is a system of intimidation in and around Glanamadda, parish of Boroyanagh, 
which prevents the check-clerks and overseers doing their duty fearlessly. I have no opinion 
of the impartiality of this Committee ; it is a troublesome one, ever since I knew it. I have 
always found more disposition to interfere improperly, aud oppose any regulations adapted to 
guide such materials, than in any other. 



Extract from Journal of Major Clarkk, Inspecting Officer, County Galway, for week 
ending 20th February, 1847. 

No further appearance of the usual preparatory farming operations of the season ; I do not 
see a plough, or an individual employed in top dressing. 

I think that the possessors of small holdings of land look forward with pleasure to expected 
assistance, with food and seed corn, in private tillage, but the mere labourers and squatters 
would prefer public employment. 

In my exertions to further the extension of soup establishments in my district, I have had to 
struggle against the passive obstacles of non-resident landlords, and the very active although 
private opposition of corn and meal dealers, who frequently succeed in frustrating our exertions, 
notwithstanding the liberal contributions of Government. 

I have not seen a single soup establishment succeed, unless the precaution recommended by 
me was adopted, namely, of allowing the people, as far as practicable, frequently to see the 
soup in process of cookery, to prevent their credulity being imposed on by the monstrous re- 
ports put in circulation, as to the ingredients and materials, by interested persons. 



Extract from Journal of Major A ins me, Inspecting Officer, County Galway, for week 
ending 27th February, 1847. 

My district continues tranquil, but in the barony of Athemy, cattle and fowl stealing prevails, 
and fever has made its appearance. The Committee ol Killyan parish do not co-operate 
heartily with the assistant engineer. They press hard and unceasingly, and forbearance is 
unknown. They lean with all their weight on us. I never hear ot a Committee referred to 
when asking for i resh men on the works, or exhibit a tender regard of, or show any signs ol a pro- 
vidential care of, the funds ; I never yet knew a Committee as a body, frmly stand between 
the Board of Works, and the unceasing, increasing, and importunate demands ot the entire com- 
munity, who look to be both fed and clothed at the public expense. 



Extract from Report of Major Burns, Inspecting Officer, County Galway, for week ending 
27th February, 1847- 

Baronies of Ki'tartan, Lougkrea, and Leitrim. 

I have had hut little time during the past week to visit any of the Public Works, except on 
my progress through the above baronies to attend Relief Committees Many of these, I am 
happy to report, are making every effort to introduce a plentiful supply of food into their re- 
spective localities, and in some, soup kitchens are in full operation, by which a vast amount of 
destitute people are relieved. The state of the country is tranquil; robberies of sheep, &c., 
less frequent than heretofore. Many deaths have taken place in the above baronies, all attributed 
to starvation ; llie change of food, not ihe actual want of it, with exposure to inclement weather, 
and insufficient clothing, are principally the cause. A man was found dead on the road, near 
Woodford last week, aud ever} body had it that he died of want, but it was found that he had 
drank loo much, lay down on the road and perished ; in his pocket 5s. or 6s. were found. 

The Committees at length admit the error they committed in not scutinizing their labour 
lists; already many improper objects of relief have been removed from the books. The demand 
for employment of fresh hands upon the works continues unabated. 

Throughout the different baronies, the better order of farmers are preparing the ground for 
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seed-oats, and not a little for potatoes ; it is now found that a quantity of good potatoes are in 
the country; at the two last markets of this town and Loughrea, potatoes were sold for 10rf. 
per stone, and many farmers are selling them for seed at the rate of from Is. to Is. 3d. per 
stone. 



Extract from Journal of Lieutenant Godisy, Inspecting Officer, County Leitrim, for week 
ending 6th February, 1S47. 

In conjunction with Captain Dent, I attended the Drumsbambo Relief Committee, and also 
that of Carrick. There are soup kitchens established in both these places. 

There is very little agriculture going on in this barony. The people are quiet on the whole • 
but the night, before last an outrage was committed. A short distance from the town a farmer 
was robbed of 18/. and then placed at the back of the fire, and he is expected to die. 

Overseer Patrick White was struck down on Wednesday night by a stone thrown at him by 
one of the men belonging to some of the roads, that had been to Carrick-on-Shannon for pay- 
ment that day. 

Extract from Journal of Captain Layard, Inspecting Officer, County Leitrim, for week 
ending 6th February, 1847. 

The land is certainly showing more signs of cultivation. But I am satisfied some not only 
inducement hut positive benefit must be held out at once to the tenant farmer to enable him to 
till and crop the land for next year’s harvest. 1 would suggest that seed might be furnished 
by Government to the landlords as a loan in the first instance, to be recovered when the crops 
arrive at maturity The drainage will, I trust, provide ample employment for six weeks, but 
not beyond the middle of April. 

One of the head overseers under Mr. Gisborne received a threatening communication this 
week. 

On travelling through the barony (Mohill), I perceived a greater number of men employed 
in the fields than heretofore. 

The assistant-engineer reported to me that two men had fallen down dead from exhaustion 
on Monday last, as they went home from their work. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Bull, Inspecting Officer, County Leitrim, for week 
ending 6th February, 1847. 

The want of food and support is strikingly visible ill the features and deportment of the 
labouring class, producing indolence and lethargy. The people in these districts are generally 
poor, depending entirely upon their potato crops, the nature of their small tenements being such 
that com will not grow upon them ; hence their disinclination to attempt to dig their land. 
The almost total absence of resident gentry to give them assistance and encouragement, causes 
them to be almost entirely dependent upon the Public Works for support. 

Sickness prevails to a great extent, and many deaths, but not attributable to actual starvation. 



Extract from Journal of Mr. Godby, Inspecting Officer, County Leitrim, for week ending 
13th February, 1847. 

The people are patient, but in great distress in this barony (Mohill) ; 30 people died in the 
poor-house during the past week ; 43 people have died in the vicinity of Drumod since the 
oth of January. Two cart-loads of children, whose parents died from starvation I suppose, 
were sent to the poor-house, but could not be taken in, the fever prevailing to such a dreadful 
extent there. A man was found dead in the snow just outside the town of Mohill, on Thursday 
1 1 th instant. These facts will prove the necessity lor the establishment of a provision depot 
at this town. 



Extract from the Journal of Captain Layard, Inspecting Officer, County Leitrim, for 
week ending 13th February, 1847. 

The severity of the weather has of course prevented the possibility of the land being tilled. 
I therefore consider it advisable that steps be adopted by the Government to induce and 
encourage the small farmers to get the crops put down without delay. 



Extract from Journal of Mr. Godby, Inspecting Officer, County Leitrim, for week ending 
13th Febiuary, 1847. 

In consequence of the severity of the weather, very few of the works have been carried on 
during this week ; some labourers have been employed in clearing the snow from the mail - 
coach roads. 
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Extract from Journal of Captain Bruce, Inspecting Officer, County Leitrim, for week LEITRIM, 
ending 13th February, 1847. 

The distress of the people is greatly on the increase ; and the poor-house being full, their 
whole dependence is upon the Public Works. The greatest disinclination is shown to receive 
any other employment; and indeed the backwardness of the season, and the nature of this part 
of the country, afford at present few means of giving support in the way of agricultural em- 
ployment. 



Extract from Report of Lieutenant Godby, R.A., Inspecting Officer, County Leitrim, for 
week ending 27th February, 1S47. 

The Ballinamore Relief Committees are most unbusiness-like, and very irregular in the time 
of meeting and attendance of members. 

J visited the soup kitchen at Carrigallen ; it appeared to be very well managed and kept ; 
the meal store was empty, the demand being so great that it is found almost impossible to 
keep a sufficient stock in hand. 



Extract from Report of Captain Bull, Inspecting Officer, County Leitrim, for week ending 
20th February, 1847. 

I beg to state that I have used every exertion to induce the Committees to strike persons off 
the lists who have means of supporting themselves, or who ought to be employed in the fields, 
but I have failed; and the only ones who have been struck off are those I have ascertained to 
be improper persons to receive relief. On the other hand, the demand for employment increases 
daily. At one Committee application was made for upwards of 600 people to be received on 
the lists ; and on my representing the total impracticability of such being done, I was told by 
one of the Committee, "that he should seud the. starving and dead bodies in carts to my 
house.” I consider it right to mention this, in order that the Board may see the difficulties 
and annoyances that the Inspecting Officers are exposed to by the admission of improper 
persons upon Committees. 



Extract from Journal of Lieutenant Godby, R.A., Inspecting Officer, County Leitrim, for 
week ending 20th February, 1847. 

The country is quiet and the people are patient; disease and destitution is on the increase; 
no less than 15 deaths have taken place since 13th instant in the Union poorhouse. The price 
of food is so great, that even the wages that the people get on the Public Works is not sufficient 
to feed themselves and family. 

There has been more work going on in the fields this week than I have remarked heretofore, 
though still not so much as I conceive ought to be the case. 

I have also remarked a great number of people who appeared to he quitting the country 
during the past week. 



Extract from Journal of Captain Lugard, Inspecting Officer, County Leitrim, for week 
ending 20th February, 1847. 

The greatest credit is due to the admirable way the meal fund and soup kitchens are con- 
ducted under the superintendence and personal inspection daily of the Rev. Mr. H. O'Brien, 
and Rev. W. M. Lawler. This remark is also applicable to ihe Carrigallen Relief Committee 
district. An effort is being made to till the lands, but not to the extent which is carried on in 
the neighbouring county, Cavan. * ‘ 

I observed a larger portion of ground dug for cultivation as I travelled along the roads this 
week. 
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Extracts from Journals of Assistant Valuators, for the Week ending 6th March, 1847. 



County. 


Barony. 


Name. 


Observations. 


Longford . 


Longford . 


John Crawford . 


Very extensive farm operations have been gone into in the district 
lying between Longford and Ballymahon, in the baronies of Mov- 
don. Rath cline, and Shrowle, apparently equal to other years. 

This remark is chiefly applicable to the larger holdings. 


Wexford . . 


Gorev and Bal- 
linghean. 


A. B. Manifold . 


The small farmers are getting into active operation, and much, doma- 
in the cultivation of land this week. 


Cavan . . 


Clonmahon . 


Alexander Bell . 


Although there never was a much finer spring, there is very little 
labuor going on in the district I travelled this week, and that onlv 
with the farmers who appear to be in pretty good circumstances. " 
In the small holdings nothing has been yet commenced ; this 
class of holders appear to be almost all employed on the Public 
Works. 


Cavan 


Upper Loughtee 


James Irwin. 


From all the information I could obtain from the appearance of the 
district of county in which I have been engaged, it is to he feared 
that scarcely three-fourths of the small farmers will be able to put 
in any crop, as they have no other way of supporting themselves 
but by the emplyment they obtain at the Public Works, or by being 
employed by large farmers. 


Donegal . 


Tyrheigh •» . 


Robert Reynolds 


The labour of the country where I have been is very backward 
indeed ; there is a general complaint of the want of seed oats, which 
are very dear. 


Tyrone . . 


East Omagh, 
Clogher, and 
Strabane. 


James Nesbitt . 


As far as my own observation goes, and from all I can learn from 
constant inquiries, the farming operations in this county are in a 
forward state; no doubt iu a great measure owing to the remark- 
ably fine weather we have lately had. 

These observations apply to this county, as compared with others, 
which are by no means so forward, the principal part of the labour 
being done by horses, whilst in others the spade husbandry is much 
more used. 


Monaghan . 


Monaghan . . 


Charles Cambie . 


The usual farming operations are carrying on very briskly the last 
week; on Friday and Saturday I saw a great many sowing both 
oats and early potatoes, and witnessed a large ploughing match near 
the village of Balhnode, the competition being all between working 
farmers. 


Limerick . . . 


Upper Conuelloe 


D. D. Poner 


In my travelling through the country. I find no disposition on the 
pare of the lower order of small farmers to till their own grounds, 
and unless something is done to induce them to do so, and speedily, 
the country will be in a ruinous state of want and waste the ensu- 
ing year. 

I look upon the agricultural interest being ruined for want of 
labourers to aid iu the usual husbandry or tilling; as the farmers 
now cannot afford to pav the labourers the hire they now draw on 
the Public Works. 


Limerick . 


Keury 


John Kelly . 


The labour in this barony seems to be very backward, the wheat crop 
excepted. 

Those holding large farms only are preparing their lands for the 
ensuing crop of oats. The small farmers are doing nothing at 
present ; I have not seen three men doing any spade labour in their 
little farms during the time I have been travelling to and from the 
roads I have been engaged in valuing in the different parts of this 
barony. 

I made inquiry of some of the small farmers why they were not 
preparing for the ensuing crop ; some said thev were not able to 
spare time from the Public Works, as they had no means of sup- 
port ; whilst others, perhaps with more truth, said they did not 
usually sow their oats until about the 25th March. 

Many of the larger farmers say they will plant from one to four 
or five acres of potatoes this season. 

The wheat crops are looking well, in my opinion, though some 
farmers have been telling me there is a great failuie in the wheat iu 
several places, but such has not come under my observations. 

1 do not see here, ns in the north of Ireland, manure heaps in the 
fields in every direction ready for scattering on the lands. The 
farmers here seem to do nothing during the winter months, and 
only begin late in the spring to prepare for the sowing of oats. 
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Baiony. 



Tipperary, North 
Riding. 



Upper Ormond, 
Lower Ormond, 
Owney, and Arra. 



John Crawford . 



The farm operations in this neighbourhood are in a very backward 
Btate, principally the poor man’s garden ; the weather dry and 
harsh, and the wheat crop generally looking very sicklv, more so 
than I have seen these many years past. 



Limerick . 



Coshma and . 
Small County. 



Robert Fetherston 



Farming work progressing, and some few acres- of potatoes set near 
Limerick, but no where else that I saw. 



Galway . 



Roscommon 



Kilconnell and 
Killian. 



Bollintobber, 
South, and 
Ballymoe. 



F. Blood » 



F. Thornley . 



• Although the weather has been remarkably fine for all agricultural 
purposes, I am very soriy to say I find in these baronies, and 
indeed generally in this district (Ballinasloe), the greatest indif- 
ference and inactivity among the small farmers, up to 10 or 15 
acres, with only few exceptions ; and having now for the last six 
weeks walked on foot through a good deal of this district in retired 
and remote parts, through which new lines of road are being made, 
I find, upon examination, a great want of seed oats and barley, and 
a positive certainty, unless it be supplied from some quarter imme- 
diately, of hundreds and hundreds acres of valuable soil remaining 
uncultivated. 

. The town land ofTobermakee is of very good quality, but held in 
small parcels not exceeding two acres and two roods' to each tenant 
and several not so much, and again the small holdings are subdi- 
vided into three, four, and five divisions each in rundale, or that a 
tenant may have his three or four ridges in different and remote 
parts of. the townland ; and until the new road was made, thev 
were obliged to cross over each other’s land to get at their own. 

The townland of Rockeshard is tolerably well divided into five- 
acre faras, and the consequence is that there are better farms, and 
a better system of farming is pursued. 

The townland of Ballybride is a good sheep farm in old lea • 
the other townlands of Sheevanogue, Autoher, and Ardballaghboy’ 
are convenient to the town of Roscommon, and generally held by- 
townspeople, or persons connected with them. 

The management of this ground is better, both manured, and 
more in accordance with the approved rule of farming. 

In my journey to Tobermakee and Rockeshard, “and the other 
places, during the week, I was pleased to observe a good many 
ploughs stretched, and numbers of people digging, especially in the 
gardens, and yet all is lamentably dull and deficient in preparin'* 
for and putting down the usual spring crops. 

A great many, indeed, of the poor landholders would not be able 
to subsist, independent of the Public Works, during the time neces- 
sary for cropping the ground, and others could not procure seed 
even if the ground was prepared for it. 

These are the difficulties to provide for — first, the support of the 
people while preparing the land; and, second, the providing of 
seed, and seeing that it is really put down in the ground after it is 
prepared for it. 



Board of Works, 
Dublin, March 10, 1847. 



[B. W. 2.] 



2 P 
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A Statement of all the Loans which have been sanctioned under the Treasury Minute, 1st December, 1846, and Treasury 
Letter, dated 15th December, 1846, whether they are for Drainage or General Improvement, the Interest of which is fixed 
by virtue of that Minute at 3£ and 4 per cent 



Name 
of District. 


County 

in which situate. 


of Proprietor. 


Number 
of Acres 

Drained 

mproved 


Esti-^ 

Annual 

ncreaso 

Valuo. 


Total 

Amount 

of 

■ornate. 


Amount 

oned by 
the 

reoaury, 
as afi- 
.led for. 


Rate 

of 

Interest. 














£: 


£. 


£. 




Annakisha . . . 


Cork 


Pierce Nagle 


' * 


1,000 


650 


8,091 


8,091 


3* 


Knockbarrali . . . 


Down 


Henry Courtney 


115 


45 


650 




3* 


Mount Callan . 


Clare 


Colonel Synge . . 


100 


100 


1,500 


1,500 


4 


Lough Neagh. . . 


Antrim, Londonderry, 


Commissio 




of 


20,000 


9,623 


O^OOO 


09,000 


4 




Armagh, Tyrone, 


Public Works, per 














and Down. 


sundry proprietors. 












Kyle Park .... 


Tipperary 


Thomas G. Stoney . 


370 


321 


1,835 


1,335 


4 




Donegal .... 


John Hamilton . . 


2,11 7 


1,003 


14,625 


2,000 


4 


Biownhall. . 


Ditto 


Ditto . 






GOO 


300 


4,143 


1,000 


4 


Annakislia . . . 


C°'k 


Pierce Nagle 




1,000 


050 


8,091 


2,000 


4 


Red Bog .... 


Meath .... 


Commissioner 


of 


278 


154 




088 


4 






public Works, per 
















sundry proprietors. 












Youghal .... 


Cork 


Ditto . 




- • 


220 


600 


8,812 


8,812 


4 


Clonakiltv . . . 


Ditto 


Ditto . 






303 


3G0 




5,2B1 




Owenkeagh . . . 


Ditto 


Ditto . 




. . 


405 






1,025 




Ratooragh . . 


Ditto 


Ditto . 






288 


136 




590 


4 


Cork Slob .... 


Ditto 


Ditto . 






230 


1,075 




5,861 


4 


Kilbride .... 


Kilkenny and Tippe- 


Ditto . 






2,005 


450 


3,956 


3,900 


4 


Carrigower . ■ ■ 


Wicklow .... 








C85 






3,096 




Kilmurry .... 


Meath .... 


Ditto . 






544 


150 




400 




Quin ..... 


Clare ..... 


Ditto . 






1,650 










Miles and Tom plebnan 


Cork 


















Rina and Blackriver . 


Leitrim and Longford 


Ditto . 






4,097 


1,365 




18,388 


4 




Kildare .... 


Ditto . 






1,231 


430 








Bailvgowan . . 


Ditto 








235 










The Fergus . . . 


Clare and Galway . 


Ditto . 








4,264 


44,762 


44 ,762 


4 


Carrigans .... 


Donegal .... 


Ditto . 






634 


217 








Curraumboy . 


Mayo 


Ditto . 






40 


14 








Culmorc .... 


Ditto 


Ditto . 
















Broadlough 


Ditto 


Ditto . 






212 


70 








MtiUawn .... 




Ditto . 








26 








Carncloon .... 


Ditto 


















Shaimlrum . . 


Ditto 


Ditto . 






127 


63 












Ditto . 






642 


200 










Roscommon . 


















The Low .... 


Wexford .... 


Ditto . 






1,998 


592 










Leitrim .... 


















Shanngolden . . . 


Limerick .... 


Ditto . 






1,012 


640 








Castlebar Lakes . . 




















Hermitage . . 


Kildare .... 


















Kimmage and Perrys- 


Dublin .... 


| Right Hon. F. Shaw 


75 


93 


546 


546 


4 


Grange Con . . . 


Wicklow . . . .• 


Pierce Mahoney. . 


180 


90 








Fintown . 


Donegal .... 




1,700 


850 








Bannati and Pettigo . 




Hazlott Hamilton 


194 


100 








Doohulhi . . . . 


Galway .... 


John A. 


F Neill. 


1,743 


313 








Milestown . 


Louth .... 














Ballymakenny . 


Ditto 




24 


IS 








Chemagh . . . 


Limerick .... 


Earl of Devon . 


426 


153 


1,989 


1,989 


i 4 





Donegal .... 


Earl of Arrau . 


1,000 


560 


0,908 


6,908 


! 4 






Totals . 


j 67,955 


28,927 


325,814 


289, 2G2 





184G 
29 Oct. 
1847 
3 Fob. 

2 Feb. 
22 Job. 



18 Fob. 



J. J. Kelly. ft 
H. Hutchinson. J 
John. Macraolum. 



James Thompson. 
Edmund Muiphy. 
Ditto. 

Edmund Murphy and 
H. Hutchinson. 
William Forsyth, 

S. W. Roberts. 
William Forsyth. 
Ditto. 

Martin King. 

E. Russell. 

W. T. Mutier. 

C. S. Ottluy. 

R. A. Gray. 

J. W. Kelly. 

William Forsyth. 

T. J. Mulvany. 

It. A. Gray. 

Ditto, 

J. W. Kelly. 

J. W. Roberts. 

C. S. Ottley. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

William Forsyth. 
John Long. 

J. B. Farrell. 

T. J. Mulvany. 

S. Nicholson. 

C. S. Ottley. 

R. A. Gray. 

J. Fraser. 

H. Hutchinson. 

K. Murphy. 

Ditto. 

S. Nicholson. 

S. W. Roberts. 
Ditto. 

John Brinsden and 
R. Tlurdiiig. 

E. Murphy. 



Office of Public Works, 

Dublin, March 8, 184*7. 



* Application abandoned, and since 
per Treasuty Letter, 22nd January, 1847. 

t These three were sanctioned under the Million Act. 



Thom/s Sticknet, Accountant. 

brought under summary proceedings of Drainage Act, 9 Vic., c. 4, and amount of 2000 authorized to be expended 
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Barony of Limerick (City of) . 
Barony of Clara. Galway . 
Barony of Lower Dundalk, Louth 
Barony of Carro, Mayo 
Barony of Bargy, Wexford . 
Barony of Upperthird, Waterford. 
Barony of Burrishoole, Mayo 
Barony of Kenry, Limerick 
Barony of Lower Dundalk, Louth 
Barony of Cullenagh, Queen's . 
Barony of Clondonagh, Queen’s . 
Barony of Upperwoods, Queen’s . 
Barony of Condons and Clongibbot 
Ditto ditto 



jjaruny ui vranagn, ivnsenny 
Barony of Middle Dungannon, T 
Barony of Fartullagh, Westmeath 
Barony of Upper Kells, Meath 
Barony of Cloudonagh, Queen’s 
Barony of Maryborough East, Qn 
Barony of Armagh, Armagh 
Barony of Upper Tulla, Clare 
Barony of West Carberry, W. D 

Barony of West Carberry, E. D. 
Barony of West Carberrv, W. D. 
Barony of Imokilly, Cork . 
Barony of West Muskcrry. Cork 

Barony of Ballinahincll, Galway 
Barony of Clare, Galway . 

Ditto ditto . 

Barony of Lougbrea, Galway 
Barony of Iraghticonnor, Kerry 
Barony of Glanerough, Kerry 
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Barony of Cork, Cork 
Baron, of Imokilly, Cork . . 
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